
SENATE No. 158

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Records and Returns of Deaths.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section ten of chapter twenty-
-2 nine of the Revised Laws, as amended by section
3 two of chapter three hundred and twenty-two of
4 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the
6 words “at the request of an undertaker or other
7 authorized person or of any member of the family
8 of the deceased, furnish for registration”, in the
9 third, fourth and fifth lines, and inserting in place

10 thereof the words: furnish for registration to
11 the board of health, so as to read as follows:
12 Section 10. A physician shall forthwith, after the
13 death of a person whom he has attended during
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14 his last illness, furnish for registration to the
15 board of health a standard certificate of death,
16 stating to the best of his knowledge and belief the
17 name of the deceased, his supposed age, the dis-
-18 ease of which he died, defined as provided in
19 section one of this chapter, where contracted, the
20 duration of his last illness, when last seen alive
21 by the physician, and the date of his death. A
22 physician who has attended at the birth of a child
23 dying immediately thereafter, or a physician or
24 midwife who has attended at the birth of a child
25 born dead, shall forthwith furnish for registration
26 a certificate, stating that to the best of his or her
27 knowledge and belief such child either died imme-
-28 diately after birth or was born dead. Both the
29 birth and death of such child shall be recorded and,
30 if it was born dead, the word “stillborn”, shall be
31 entered in both the record of birth and death. A
32 physician or midwife who neglects or refuses to
33 make such certificate or who makes a false state-
-34 ment therein shall forfeit not more than fifty
35 dollars.

1 Section 2. Chapter twenty-nine of the Re-
-2 vised Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section twelve and inserting in place thereof the
4 following new section: Section 12. Every
5 undertaker or other person who has charge of a
6 funeral shall forthwith enter in the physician’s
7 certificate required to be furnished him by section
8 ten the facts relative to the deceased which are
9 required by section one to be recorded, and return
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10 it to the board of health or its agent, unless it is
11 composed of the selectmen, and in such case, to
12 the clerk of the city or town in which the death
13 occurred. The person making such return shall
14 receive from the city or town a fee of twenty-five
15 cents. The board of health shaU transmit such
16 certificate to the city or town clerk.




