
SENATE No. 189

To accompany the petition of J. Frank Chase and another that
police officers be authorized to arrest without warrant as disorderly
persons any persons who are known to use habit forming Joint
Judiciary

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To authorize Police Officers to arrest without War-

rant in Certain Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 A police officer of any city or town may arrest
2 without a warrant as a disorderly person any
3 known drug user, or any person who has been
4 convicted within two years of a violation of any
5 law relative to the sale, giving away, distribution,
6 delivery, or possession of, or presence in a place
7 where is found opium, morphine, heroin, codeine,
8 cannabis indica, cannabis sativa, peyote, cocaine,
9 alpha or beta eucaine, or any synthetic substitute

10 for them, or any preparation containing the
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11 same, or any salts or compounds thereof, provided
12 he has reason, on view or information, to believe
13 him to be in possession, either through prescrip-
-14 tion or otherwise, of any of those drugs, and pro-
-15 vided that he find him loitering around a street
16 corner, or accosting, or furtively communicating
17 with passers-by, or prowling around doorways,
18 alleys, or dark streets, or frequenting pool rooms,
19 bar-rooms, or houses of assignation, and provided,
20 further, that he has no lawful means of support or
21 does not give a good account of himself, and he
22 may be sentenced to a fine of not more than ten
23 dollars or thirty days in jail.






