
SENATE No. 225
To accompany the petition of John J. Hurley, mayor of the city of

Lawrence, and others that the county of Essex be required to pay
a larger proportion of the cost of constructing a bridge over the Merri-
mac River; and that said city be authorized to construct and operate
certain street railway lines. Roads and Bridges.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Construction of a Bridge over the

Merrimac River in the City of Lawrence.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred and. eighty-
-2 six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 seven, as amended by chapter five hundred and
4 seventy-two of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-5 dred and seven, chapter six hundred and forty of
6 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen,
7 chapter seven hundred and forty-nine of the acts
8 of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, and
9 chapter two hundred and thirty-one of the acts of
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10 the year nineteen hundred and fifteen, is hereby
11 further amended by striking out section two, and
12 inserting in place thereof the following: Section
13 2. The damages to property sustained by reason
14 of any act doneunder the authority hereof or under
15 the authority of said chapter five hundred and
16 thirteen shall be assessed as in the case of land
17 taken for highways, and persons aggrieved by
18 such assessment may proceed in the same manner
19 as in the case of land taken for highway purposes
20 at any time within two years after the taking of
21 the land or doing of the act by which the damage
22 was incurred. The expense of constructing the
23 said bridge and of the approaches thereto shall in
24 the first instance be paid by the city of Lawrence.
25 Upon the completion of said bridge and the ap-
-26 proaches thereto the county of Essex shall pay
27 into the treasury of the city of Lawrence the sum
28 of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars; but in
29 no case shall the county of Essex be bound to pay
30 more than the said amount for the said purpose.

1 Section 2. Said chapter four hundred and
2 eighty-six, as amended, is hereby further amended
3 by striking out section three, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: Section 3. The
5 said city is hereby authorized to lay, construct,
6 and maintain upon said bridge and its approaches,
7 and in such streets and ways in the said city as
8 may be necessary and convenient for travel, hav-
-9 ing in mind the fullest use of said bridge, tracks,

10 poles and wires for the operation of a street rail-
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11 way, or to lease or rent the same upon such terms
12 and conditions as the said city may deem prudent.
13 But no franchise, special or general, as to opera-
-14 tion and location of a street railway upon said
15 bridge or its approaches, nor any lease or rental
16 of tracks or location upon said bridge or ap-
-17 proaches shall be legal, valid or enforceable,
18 unless approved by a majority vote of the citizens
19 of said city voting at any general or special elec-
-20 tion. The said city is hereby further authorized
21 to construct ducts, and lay pipes on, over, or
22 under said bridge and its approaches, and rent
23 or lease the same, upon such terms and condi-
-24 tions as it deems prudent.

1 Section 3. Said chapter four hundred and
2 eighty-six, as amended, is hereby further amended
3 by striking out section six, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: Section 6. In order to
5 provide for its share of the expenses to be in-
-6 curred under the provisions of this act, the county
7 of Essex, acting by the county commissioners, is
8 hereby authorized to borrow a sum not exceeding
9 two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and to

10 issue notes or bonds therefor. Such notes or
11 bonds shall be payable at periods not exceeding
12 thirty years from the date thereof, shall bear
13 interest payable semi-annually at such rate, not
14 exceeding four per cent per annum, as the county
15 commissioners may determine, shall be signed by
16 the county commissioners, and shall bear on
17 their face the words, Essex County Lawrence
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Bridge Loan, Act of 1907. They may be sold
upon such terms and conditions as the county
commissioners may deem expedient, but they
shall not be sold for less than their par value. No
purchaser of such notes or bonds shal be re-
sponsible for the application of the proceeds. The
county commissioners shall at the time of making
said loan, provide for the payment thereof in
such annual proportionate payments as will
extinguish the same within the time prescribed
by this act, and the said amount shall be raised
annually by taxation in the same manner in
which other county taxes are assessed and
collected.
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1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


