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Senate, March 10, 1916.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to which was re-
ferred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1)
as relates to a revision and codification of the statutes,
reports (in part) the accompanying resolve.

For the committee,

GURDON W. GORDON.



[Mar,RESOLVE.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

RESOLVE

Providing for a Consolidation and Arrangement of the
General Laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Resolved, That the governor, by and with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall appoint three able and

discreet persons, learned in the law, to be commissioners
4 for consolidating and arranging the general laws of the
5 commonwealth, including such provisions of the Revised
6 Laws, approved on the twenty-first day of November,
7 nineteen hundred and two, and of all general laws since
8 enacted or which shall have been enacted when the
9 commissioners make their report hereinafter provided

10 for, as may be in force and operation at the time of said
11 report. Such commissioners shall carefully collect under
12 different titles and chapters, upon the basis, plan and
13 general form and method of the Revised Laws, all acts
14 and parts of acts relating to the same subject; and shall
15 execute and complete such consolidation and arrange-
-16 ment in such manner as in their judgment will render
17 the laws thus consolidated most concise, plain and in-
-18 telligible. The commissioners may, in consolidating and
19 arranging the laws, omit redundant enactments, and those
20 which may have ceased to have any effect or influence
21 on existing rights; reject superfluous words, and con-
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22 dense into as concise and
23 consistent with a full and c
24 the egislature, all circuitou;

25 phraseology; suggest any
26 sistencies and imperfection;
27 laws to be consolidated an
28 in which they may be corn

comprehensive a form as
:lear expression of the will of
>, tautological and ambiguous

mistakes, omissions, incon-
is which may appear in the
id arranged, and the manner

;cted, supplied and amended,
icate by brief marginal notes
chapters and sections con-
them, the substance of the

29 The commissioners shall in
30 and references, the laws,

solidated and arranged b
nd the leading and prominent
; same. They shall complete

contents of each section.
judicial decisions upon tl
the said consolidation and arrangement, and make and

35 present in print a report of substantive changes to the
36 legislature, on the first Monday of January, nineteen
37 hundred and eighteen, and their final report on the first
38 Monday of January, nineteen hundred and nineteen.
39 Said commissioners shall each receive as compensation
40 five thousand dollars per annum, and may expend such
41 sums for clerical assistance and otherwise as the governor
42 and council shall determine.




