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Office of the State Foeestek, State House, Boston, Dec. 29, 1916.

Hon. Channing H. Cox, Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representa-
tives, State House, Boston, Mas.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the
report of the State Forester on his investigation relative to the
advisability of taking Mount Holyoke as a State reservation,
as provided for by chapter 145 of the Resolves of the General
Court of 1916.

Very truly your:

F. W. RANI

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

State Forester.
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REPORT OF THE STATE FORESTER ON THE RE-
SOLVE PROVIDING FOR A FURTHER INVESTI-
GATION RELATIVE TO THE ADVISABILITY OF
TAKING MOUNT HOLYOKE AS A STATE RESER-
VATION.

To the General Court.

In the matter of the investigation for further information
relative to a State reservation being made of Mount Holyoke,
as directed by the General Court in the following resolve:

Resolved, That the state forester is hereby authorized and directed to
investigate further as to the advisability of acquiring Mount Holyoke in
the towns of Hadley and South Hadley as a state reservation. He is also
directed to ascertain, so far as possible, what proportion of the citizens of
the commonwealth would be benefited by the said acquisition, and the
probable number of people who will visit the mountain during the present
year, and to gather such other information as will enable the General
Court to determine the wisdom of acquiring the mountain, and to report
to the next GeneralCourt not later than the second Wednesday in January.
[Approved May 2J, 1916.

I respectfully state that this investigation has been made and
is herewith reported upon. The State Forester made two trips
to the mountain, and also made arrangements for securing data
through Mr. John A. Rowell, the proprietor of the Mountain
House, and for further assistance through Mr. Frank L. Haynes
an assistant forester in the State’s service, who made the orig-
inal survey and report submitted last year to the General
Court.

Mount Plolyoke Lands
In the report on the Mount Plolyoke Reservation submitted

to the Legislature last year it was recommended that the sev-

Chapter 145,
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eral thousand feet of standing chestnut be cut as soon as
possible on account of its being infested by the chestnut bark
disease. Preparations are being made for the cutting and re-
moval of this chestnut during the winter of 1916-17. The
removal of this standing chestnut, estimated to total 500,000
board feet, will not materially decrease the value of the tree
growth on the mountain as a whole, owing to the fact that
most of the chestnut is in a dead or dying condition and would,

without a value in itself. Also
f scattered in among other hard
leave the area from which it is
condition and of less value for

unless cut and utilized soon, be
on account of the chestnut being
wood trees, its removal will not
cut in an entirely open or bare
park purposes.

Use of the Mountain.
The legislative resolve asks for an estimate of what propor-

tion of the citizens of the Commonwealth would be benefited
by the acquisition of the reservation by the State. It is rather
difficult to form even an approximate estimate. It appears
reasonable to state that the major part of the visitors to
Mount Holyoke are those citizens of the State living in that
portion of the thickly settled Connecticut River valley from
which the mountain is the most readily accessible, but there are
also hundreds of people visiting the mountain each year who
come from nearly all parts of this and other States.

Visitors Yearly.

As to the number of people visiting the mountain each year,
the following figures furnished by Mr. Rowell, manager of the
hotel on Mount Holyoke may be of interest. During the
seasons of 1914, 1915 and 1916, 15,213 guests were registered
at the Mountain House as follows: 1914, 4,100 guests; 1915,
5,576 guests; 1916, 5,537 guests up to October 1.

The accessibility of Mount Plolyoke for automobilists, made
possible by the excellent road running to the summit, is shown
by the fact that approximately 2,800 automobiles have been to
the top of the mountain during the past three seasons. Most
of the travel to the mountain occurs on Sundays and holidays,
on which days about 200 people and 30 to 50 automobiles are
recorded.
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Further investigation of the Mount Holyoke Reservation
proposition has not brought forth additional data or informa-
tion having a tendency to change the status of the matter as a
whole over the report submitted to the last Legislature, refer-
ence to which may be had. See the twelfth annual report of
the Massachusetts State Forester, pages 113 to 122, or chapter
145 of the Resolves of 1916.

Respectfully submitted,

F. W. RANE,
Slate Forester.


