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AN ACT
Relative to the Removal of Certain Persons Infected with

Tuberculosis.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever it shall appear to the board
2 of health of a city or town that, by reason of his wilful-
-3 ness or carelessness, the condition of a person suffering
4 from tuberculosis is such as to endanger his family or
5 the public, such board of health may request the justice
6 of the police, municipal or district court having juris-
-7 diction in the district wherein such person resides, to
8 order his removal either to some proper institution for
9 the care of tuberculous patients in the locality in which

10 the patient resides, or to some other such institution
11 maintained by the state. If the magistrate is satisfied,
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12 after full investigation, that, by reason of his wilfulness
13 or carelessness, the condition of the person suffering from
14 tuberculosis is such as to endanger his family or the
15 public, then such magistrate may issue an order author-
-16 izing and instructing any constable, police officer or other
17 agent to whom it may be directed to take custody of
18 and remove such patient to the designated place, and to
19 incur any necessary expense in connection therewith,
20 including reasonable fees for the removing agent, such
21 expense to be paid by the board requesting such removal,
22 but the patient shall have the right to appeal to the
23 superior court as in the case of crimes and misdemeanors.
24 After such removal, the officer or agent making the same
25 shall file such order, with his return thereon, with the
26 court from which it issued. The person so removed shall
27 remain in the institution until discharged by the authori-
-28 ties in charge thereof; and the officer in charge of such
29 institution shall have authority to restrain the patient
30 therein and to enforce compliance with the rules and
31 regulations thereof: provided, however, that whenever a
32 patient shall so request, in writing, the authorities in
33 charge of said institution shall notify the justice of the
34 court which has taken original cognizance of the case
35 of the desire of such person to be discharged; and there-
-36 upon, after hearing, the court may order such discharge
37 or take such action with regard thereto as may be deemed
38 expedient, but the patient shall have the right to appeal
39 to the superior court as in the case of crimes and mis-
-40 demeanors, but no such request shall be entitled to

41 consideration or action as above provided if made within
42 four weeks after a decision on a previous request. Any

43 authority in charge of such institution shall, upon failure
44 to communicate the request of a patient, as herein pro-
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45 vided, be deemed in contempt of the court having
46 jurisdiction.

1 Section 2. In case any inmate of a sanatorium or
2 hospital for the care and treatment of persons ill with
3 tuberculosis persists in disobeying the rules of such
4 institution and defying the orders of its officers, or
5 conducts himself in such a manner as to endanger the
6 health or comfort of the other inmates, or the discipline
7 of the hospital, the officer in charge of such institution
8 may petition the police, municipal or district court
9 having jurisdiction where said institution is located, and,

10 in accordance with the provisions of the preceding section
11 the magistrate having jurisdiction may order the removal
12 of such patient to any institution maintained by the
13 state for the care and control of unruly or incorrigible
14 tuberculous patients.

1 Section 3. If it shall appear that the patient removed
2 under the preceding sections is able to pay the cost of
3 his care therein, or any part thereof, the magistrate
4 ordering the removal shall order and require the patient
5 to make such payment, and, upon failure so to do, the
6 board of health or officer requesting such removal may
7 bring civil action against the patient, in the ordinary
8 manner provided by law, to recover the amount stipu-
-9 lated in the order.

1 Section 4. Any action taken hereunder shall be in
2 nowise considered a record of crime or misdemeanor
3 against the patient involved.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




