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Board of Registration in Medicine
Boston, Jan. 1, 1917,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 452 of the
Acts of 1910, I have the honor to submit the following parts
of the twenty-third annual report of this Board, covering
the j ear ending Dec. 31, 1916, which contains recommenda-
tions for legislative action, accompanied by drafts of bills
embodying the legislation recommended.

Yours respectfully,

WALTER P. BOWERS, M.D

Cbe Conunontocaltli of 99a0Mc(ms«t0.

Secretary
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONTAINED IN THE
TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN MEDICINE.

The Board unanimously recommends amendatory legisla-
tion which shall provide for a requirement that an applicant
for registration shall, in addition to the existing require-
ments in the law, be a graduate from a medical school
which gives a full four years’ course of instruction of not
less than thirty-six weeks in each year, and which requires
of each matriculant that he shall have completed a course
of study of not less than one year in a college of liberal arts,
or its equivalent.

The Board also recommends that it be given more dis-
cretionary power for the revocation of certificates of regis-
tration, in order that it may deal with the cases of persons
addicted to the gross and confirmed use of alcohol, or of the
use of narcotic drugs in any way other than for therapeutic
uses; or who has violated the provisions of chapter 386 of
the Acts of 1908; or who has acted as principal or assistant
to aid in carrying on the practice of medicine by an un-
registered person, or by any person who has been convicted
of the illegal practice of medicine, or of any registered
physician whose license has been revoked either permanently
or temporarily; or who has aided or abetted in any attempt
to secure registration, either for himself or another by fraud;
or who, in connection with his practice, has defrauded or
attempted to defraud any person.

The Board further recommends an amendment to section
8 of the registration law so as to provide for the punish-
ment of any person who practises or attempts to practise
any fraud in connection with the filing of an application, or
whoever files an application under a false or assumed name,
or under a name other than his own, or whoever personates
or attempts to personate another applicant for registration.
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The Board recommends an additional section to the law
which shall provide that no registered physician shall enter
upon, or continue in, the practice of medicine within this
Commonwealth until he shall have registered his certificate
with the city or town clerk in the city or town in which he
has, or intends to have, an office or his usual place of busi-
ness; and it shall be the duty of the city or town clerk to
keep a record of such registration open to the public in
his office, and to forward a carbon copy of the same to the
Board of Registration in Medicine. The draft also provides
a penalty both for the city or town clerk who neglects his
duties under the section and for the physician who neglects to
conform with the requirement.
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Relative to the Registration of Physicians by the Board of
Registration in Medicine

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter seventy-six of
2 the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter three hundred
3 and forty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
4 and thirteen, and by chapter two hundred and ninety-
-5 three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
6 fifteen, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
7 word “medicine”, in the twenty-fifth line, the words: —■

8 which gives a full four years’ course of instruction of
9 not less than thirty-six weeks in each year, and which

10 requires of each matriculant that he shall have com-
-11 pleted a course of study of not less than one year in a
12 college of liberal arts, or its equivalent, and by in-
-13 serting after the word “profession”, in the fortieth line,
14 the words: or after hearing, may by unanimous vote
15 revoke any certificate issued by it and cancel the regis-
-16 tration of any physician, for a period not exceeding one
17 year, where it has been shown at such hearing that the
18 physician in question has been guilty of gross and con-
-19 firmed use of alcohol in any of its forms while engaged

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cl)t Commonlucaltl) of 9@assaci)usetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
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20 in the practice of his profession, or of the use of narcotic
21 drugs in any way other than for therapeutic purposes;
22 or who has published, or caused to be published, or has
23 distributed or caused to be distributed, any literature
24 contrary to the provisions of chapter three hundred and
25 eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and eight; or
26 who has acted as principal or assistant to aid in carrying
27 on the practice of medicine by an unregistered person, or
28 by any person who has been convicted of the illegal
29 practice of medicine, or of any registered physician whose
30 license has been revoked either permanently or tem-

-31 porarily, or who has aided or abetted in any attempt to
32 secure registration, either for himself or for another by
33 fraud, or who in connection with his practice has de-
-34 frauded or attempted to defraud any person, so as to
35 read as follows: Section 3. Applications for registra-
-36 tion shall be made upon blanks to be furnished by the
37 board, and shall be signed and sworn to by the appli-
-38 cants. Applicants for registration under this act, who
39 shall furnish the board with satisfactory proof that they
40 are twenty-one years of age or over, and of good moral
41 character, and that they have received the degree of
42 doctor of medicine, or its equivalent, from a legally
43 chartered medical school having the power to confer
44 degrees in medicine, which gives a full four years’ course
45 of instruction of not less than thirty-six weeks in each
46 year, and which requires of each matriculant that he
47 shall have completed a course of study of not less than
48 one year in a college of liberal arts, or its equivalent,
49 shall upon the payment of a fee of twenty dollars, be
50 examined, and if found qualified by four or more mem-
-51 bers, shall be registered as qualified physicians, and shall
52 be entitled to certificates in testimony thereof signed by
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53 the chairman and secretary. An applicant who fails to
54 pass an examination satisfactory to the board, and is
55 therefore refused registration, shall be entitled within
56 one year after such refusal to a re-examination at a
57 meeting of the board called for the examination of ap-
-58 plicants, without the payment of an additional fee; but
59 two such re-examinations shall exhaust his privilege
60 under his original application. Said board, after hearing,
61 mav by unanimous vote revoke any certificate issued by

62 it and cancel the registration of any physician who has
63 been convicted of a felony or of any crime in the prac-
-64 tice of his profession; or after hearing may by unanimous
65 vote revoke any certificate issued by it and cancel the
66 registration of any physician, for a period not exceeding
67 one year, where it has been shown at such hearing that
68 the physician in question has been guilty of gross and
69 confirmed use of alcohol in any of its forms while engaged
70 in the practice of his profession, or of the use of narcotic
71 drugs in any way other than for therapeutic purposes;
72 or who has published, or caused to be published, or has
73 distributed, or caused to be distributed, any literature
74 contrary to the provisions of chapter three hundred and
75 eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and eight; or

76 who has acted as principal or assistant to aid in carrying
77 on the practice of medicine by an unregistered person,
78 or by any person who has been convicted of the illegal
79 practice of medicine, or of any physician whose license
80 has been revoked either permanently or temporarily, or
81 who has aided or abetted in any attempt to secure regis-
-82 tration, either for himself or for another by fraud, or who
83 in connection with his practice has defrauded or at-
-84 tempted to defraud any person. The board may sub-
-85 sequently, but not earlier than one year thereafter, by a
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86 unanimous vote, reissue any certificate formerly issued by
87 it or issue a new certificate, and register anew any physi-
-88 cian whose certificate was revoked and whose registration
89 was cancelled by the board. All fees received by the
90 board shall, once in each month, be paid by its secretary
91 into the treasury of the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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Relative to Any Fraudulent Attempt to secure Registration
as a Physician.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter seventy-six of the
2 Revised Laws, is hereby amended, by inserting after the
3 word “name”, in the seventh line, the words: or who-
4 ever practises or attempts to practise any fraud in con-
-5 nection with the filing of an application, or whoever files
6 an application under a false or assumed name, or under
7 a name other than his own, or whoever personates or
8 attempts to personate another applicant for registration,
9 during an examination, —so as amended will read as

10 follows; Section 8. Whoever, not being lawfully au-
-11 thorized to practise medicine within this commonwealth
12 and registered as aforesaid, holds himself out as a prac-
-13 titioner of medicine, or practises or attempts to practise
14 medicine in any of its branches, or whoever practises
15 medicine or surgery under a false or assumed name, or
16 other than that by which he is registered, or whoever
17 personates another practitioner of a like or different
18 name,' or whoever practises or attempts to practise any
19 fraud in connection with the filing of an application, or

CJjc CommontoealtJ) of spassacinisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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20 whoever files an application under a false or assumed
21 name, or under a name other than his own, or whoever
22 personates or attempts to personate another applicant for
23 registration, during an examination, shall, for each
24 offence, be punished by a fine of not less than one hun-
-25 dred nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprison-
-26 ment for three months, or by both such fine and imprison-
-27 ment.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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Providing for the filing of Certificates of Registration by
Registered Physicians with City or Town Clerks.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter seventy-six of the Revised Laws
2 is hereby amended by the addition of a new section,
3 which shall read as follows: Section 10. No person
4 shall enter upon, or continue in, the practice of medicine
5 within this commonwealth until he shall have presented
6 his certificate of registration as a physician to the city or
7 town clerk of the city or town where he has, or intends
8 to have, an office or his usual place of business, and shall
9 at the time of such presentation of said certificate, pay

10 to the said city or town clerk a fee of twenty-five cents;
11 and in a like manner, any physician residing in another
12 state and legally qualified to practise therein, whose
13 general practice extends into the border cities or towns of
14 this commonwealth, and who is exempt from registration
15 in this commonwealth, under the provisions of section
16 nine of chapter seventy-six, Revised Laws, shall present
17 his certificate of registration from the state in which he
18 is registered to the city or town clerk of the border cities
19 or towns in this commonwealth to which his practice

Cfte Commontocaltb of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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20 extends. Upon receipt of a fee of twenty-five cents from
21 the owner of a certificate, as herein provided, it shall
22 be the duty of said city or town clerk to record the name
23 of the owner of said certificate, together with the date of
24 record, upon blanks approved by the board of registra-
-25 tion in medicine, said blanks to be so arranged that a
26 duplicate carbon copy shall be made at the time of the
27 original record. The said city or town clerk shall keep
28 the original record, which shall be open to inspection by
29 the public, as a part of the records of his office, and
30 shall, within twenty-four hours after making the same,
31 forward the duplicate record to the office of the board of
32 registration in medicine. Whoever practises or attempts
33 to practise medicine in this commonwealth before sub-
-34 mitting his certificate of registration to a city or town
35 clerk as herein provided, or whoever submits to a city or
36 town clerk a false or fraudulent certificate shall, for each
37 offence, be punished by a fine of not less than five nor
38 more than one hundred dollars; and any clerk of a city
39 or town who refuses or neglects to comply with the pro-
-40 visions of this section shall, for each offence, be punished
41 by a fine of not less than five nor more than ten dollars.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
sage




