
HOUSE No. 304
Bill accompanying the recommendations of the Massachusetts

Highway Commission (House, No. 299). Roads and Bridges. Janu-
ary 8.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
To protect the Public using the Highways.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In places which are outside of the thickly
2 settled portion of cities and towns where the buildings
3 average less than two hundred feet apart for the distance
4 of a quarter of a mile, no person, firm, or corporation
5 shall hereafter erect or cause to be erected or maintained
6 any object or structure which is so placed and is of such
7 a size that it prevents the persons using a public way
8 from having a clear and uninterrupted view of the whole
9 width of said way and of all other users thereon for a

10 distance of at least five hundred feet in both directions.
11 The selectmen or road commissioners of a town, the
12 county commissioners, the Massachusetts highway com-
-13 mission, or the public board or officer who has charge
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14 and control of any particular public way in any city or
15 town, shall have authority to enter upon any land and
16 to remove any such object or structure or cause the same
17 to be removed so that the public can use said way in
18 safety. The said officials shall also have authority to
19 enter upon any land adjoining a public way, and to
20 remove or cause to be removed any tree, limb, fence,
21 pole, or any other object or structure which is so located
22 or in such a condition that it might cause injury to any
23 person traveling on said public way. Any person whose
24 property is damaged by the doing of any act authorized
25 herein shall be entitled to recover the same in the same
26 way and manner in which damages are recoverable for
27 the laying out of public ways.

1 Section 2. Any person, firm, or corporation who
2 violates the provisions of this act, or who interferes or
3 attempts to interfere with said officials or their agents in
4 performing the above duty, may be punished by a fine
5 of not more than one hundred dollars, or by imprison-
-6 ment for not exceeding sixty days, or by both said fine
7 and imprisonment for each offence.






