
HOUSE No. 307
Bill accompanying the recommendations of the Massachusetts

Highway Commission (House, No. 299). Roads and Bridges. Janu-
ary 8.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Law of the Road.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter fifty-four of the Revised Laws entitled “Of
2 the Law of the Road” is hereby amended by adding at
3 the end thereof the following new section to be numbered
4 section six: Section 6. When two vehicles are meeting
5 on any highway or bridge and there is sufficient width
6 in the highway for two vehicles to pass in safety, the
7 vehicle which is on its own right-hand side of the middle
8 of the traveled part of the way in the direction in which
9 it is going, shall have the right of way, and when it is

10 necessary for the public safety that one of the two
11 vehicles shall slow down or stop, the vehicle which in
12 order to proceed has to go upon its own left-hand side
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13 of the middle of the traveled part of the way for the
14 purpose of passing another vehicle, shall slow down or
15 stop, so that the vehicle on its own right-hand side may
16 proceed without hindrance: 'provided, that wherever there
17 is a public officer or other person entrusted by the
18 proper authorities with the duty of directing traffic, the
19 above provisions shall not apply, but the person or per-
-20 sons in charge of said vehicle or vehicles shall comply
21 with the direction given by said officer or person direct-
-22 ing traffic; provided, further, that when for any reason
23 there is only sufficient width on the traveled part of the
24 highway for one vehicle to proceed in safety and there
25 is no such officer or person directing traffic, then the
26 vehide which first enters this narrow part of the way
27 shall have the right of way.

28 Whoever violates the above provisions shall be subject
29 to the penalties and liabilities set forth in section four of
30 said chapter fifty-four.






