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Massachusetts Commission for the Blind, Boston, Jan. 3, 1917.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the

General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor to present
the following part of the tenth annual report of the Massa-
chusetts Commission for the Blind which contains recom-
mendations for legislative action, accompanied by a draft
of a bill embodying the legislation recommended.

Yours respectfully,

JAMES P. MUNEOE,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

Chairman.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
TO BE CONTAINED IN THE TENTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMIS-
SION FOR THE BLIND, FOR THE YEAR END-
ING NOV. 30, 1916.

The Massachusetts Commission for the Blind submits to
the coming Legislature a bill to provide special outdoor aid
to blind individuals or families in which there are one or
more blind persons. The plan outlined in this bill has the
value of making use of existing means for investigation,
disbursement and follow-up, and for general supervision.
Under this bill the Commission for the Blind would make
first investigations and recommendation as to special needs
of blind people; the overseers of the poor would disburse
and follow up in their own communities, and the State
Board of Charity would supervise. The bill furthermore
provides that outdoor aid for the blind shall be provided
entirely by special State appropriation and that it shall be
nonpauperizing.
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AN ACT
To provide Special Outdoor Aid to Blind Individuals or

Families in which there are One or More Blind Persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In every city and town the overseers of
2 the poor shall, subject to the subsequent provisions of
3 this act, aid such blind persons or families in which there
4 are one or more blind persons, as are recommended to
5 them for special outdoor aid by the Massachusetts Com-
-6 mission for the Blind, and, with their co-operation, in
7 such manner and to such extent as is recommended. In
8 the case of all new applications from blind persons or
9 families in which there are one or more blind persons,

10 the overseers of the poor shall refer to the Massachusetts
11 commission for the blind for investigation and possible
12 recommendation for special aid. Nothing herein contained
13 shall be construed to prevent overseers from giving
14 prompt and suitable temporary aid hereunder, pending
15 compliance with the requirements of this section.

1 Section 2. The state board of charity, in like manner
2 with all other cases aided by overseers of the poor of
3 cities and towns, and as under all laws relative to dis-
-4 tribution of relief, shall have general supervision of the
5 work done and measures taken by the overseers of the

CJje Commontocaltb of C@aosaclnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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6 poor of the several cities and towns in respect of cases of
7 blind individuals or families in which there are one or
8 more blind persons, recommended for special aid, and
9 for said purpose they may visit and inspect any and all

10 families aided under this act and shall have access to any
11 records and other data kept by the overseers of the poor
12 or their representatives relating to such aid, and said
13 board shall report to the governor and council upon the
14 work done by their agents and by the overseers of the
15 poor.

1 Section 3. In respect to aid to blind individuals or
2 families in which there are one or more blind persons,
3 recommended for special aid, the city or town rendering
4 the aid shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth after
5 the approval of such bills by the state board of charity
6 for all outdoor aid to blind persons or families in which
7 there are one or more blind persons.

1 Section 4. Blind individuals or families in which
2 there are one or more blind persons, recommended for
3 special aid by the commission for the blind, shall not be
4 deemed to be paupers by reason of receiving aid as
5 aforesaid.

1 Section 5. For the purpose of reimbursing the cities
2 and towns, and to provide for a special agent or agents
3 and other necessary expense on the part of the state
4 board of charity and commission for the blind, there shall
5 be appropriated from the treasury of the commonwealth
6 the sum of for the operations
7 of the first year.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon the first
2 day of October, 1917.


