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Free Public Library Commission,
State House, Boston, Dec. 29, 1916.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the
General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor to present
the following extract from the twenty-seventh annual report
of the Free Public Library Commission, covering the year
ending Nov. 30, 1916, embodying recommendations for
legislative action, and accompanied by the draft of a bill
covering the legislation recommended.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES F. D. BELDEN,

Clje Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

Chairman
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EXTRACT FROM THE TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR ENDING NOV. 30, 1916.

Recommendations.
In March, 1913, the Library Commission transmitted a

letter to the Governor in reference to library work with
foreigners and recommended the employment of a Director
of Work with Aliens who could “study the problems, select
the books, cooperate with existing associations, visit the
local foreign societies in different towns, and interest the
librarians, trustees, teachers and others in the furtherance
of their activities with the foreign population;” also, that
provision should “be made for occasional assistance from
competent representatives of the non-English speaking races
in different localities for lectures, addresses, etc., and for
other incidental expenses.” It was pointed out that libraries
were recognized as wholly nonpolitical and nonsectarian and
therefore had a special opportunity to welcome newcomers
to this country and interest them in all that pertains to good
citizenship.

On March 27, 1913, the Governor, in a communication to
the General Court transmitting the recommendations of the
Commission, said: •

It appears to be of the utmost importance that we should take steps
toward the education of our immigrant population in order that they
may understand the ideals and conditions of American life. The
assimilation of our foreign population cannot proceed effectively unless
they are brought into sympathy with, and given an understanding of,
the aims and purposes of our democracy.

There have been many illustrations of the dangers which confront
us through an increasing alien population that is out of harmony with
our society and that follows blindly the lead of ignorant and vicious
agitators. For the protection of society, and particularly for the pro-
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tection of our laboring population, including the foreigners themselves,
we must not omit any reasonable measure for the proper education and
training of the foreigner who makes his home in Massachusetts.

I need not dwell upon the obvious gravity of the situation, nor do I
consider the present measure in itself sufficient to meet all the require-
ments of the situation; but I earnestly request of the Legislature that
it accord to the Free Public Library Commission the very moderate
extension which it now seeks.

This message was received late in the session and although
the importance of the work was appreciated the Legislature
provided only for the appointment of a Director of Educa-
tional Work for Aliens and made no provision for other
expenses. The department was considered an experiment,
but it was understood that later, if warranted, adequate
provision would be made for its maintenance. The experi-
ment has proved even more successful than anticipated.
Miss J. M. Campbell, the Director, brought to the work long
and varied experience in similar efforts elsewhere; efforts
that resulted in her appointment by the Governor as a mem-
ber of the New Jersey Immigration Commission in 1906.
The Commission has also had the active and unpaid service
of many leaders of the nationalities whose members it sought
to benefit. Without outside aid from interested individuals
and orgapizations like the Woman’s Education Association,
the Old South Association, the Colonial Dames, the Golden
Link Society, the Circolo Italiano, the Dante Alighieri
Society, the Alliance Francaise, and even King Oscar of
Sweden, but little progress could have been made, since the
appropriations of the Commission were granted specifically
for the benefit of libraries in small towns, especially for those
with a valuation of less than $1,000,000. Detailed accounts
of the progress of work with aliens may be found in the
annual reports of the Commission. Library work with the
foreign born has had marked success wherever earnestly
undertaken in any of the several States, and Massachusetts
has been found to be no exception. Demands are constantly
being made by librarians, trustees, teachers and foreign
leaders in the larger towns and in the cities, demands
necessary and reasonable for the welfare of the work, but
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which cannot be met by the Commission. This important
educational work should be strengthened and developed,
and adequate provision for its maintenance is now asked for
by the Board of Free Public Library Commissioners.

CHARLES F. D. BELDEN,
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER,
FRANK H. HOWES,
HILLER C. WELLMAN

. ANNA M. BANCROFT,
Commissioners.
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AN ACT
To authorize the Board of Free Public Library Commis-

sioners to aid Free Public Libraries in their Educational
Work with the Alien Population and to appoint a Director
for such Work.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The board of free public library commis-
-2 sioners may annually expend a sum not exceeding eight
3 thousand dollars in aiding free public libraries of the
4 commonwealth in their educational work for the benefit
5 of the alien population, including selection of books, com-
-6 pilation and printing of foreign lists, assistance from the
7 representatives of non-English speaking races in different
8 localities for lectures, addresses, and for other incidental
9 expenses. The commission may, with the consent of the

10 governor and council, appoint a director for such work
11 among the aliens at a salary of such amount as the gov-
-12 ernor and council may approve. The said director may
13 at any time be removed from office by a majority vote
14 of the board. In case of vacancy temporary substitutes
15 may be engaged on terms and conditions approved by
16 the governor and council.

1 Section 2. Any act inconsistent herewith is hereby
2 repealed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Clje Commontoealti) of s^assaclnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.








