
HOUSE No. 326

State Library of Massachusetts,
State House, Boston, Deo. 29, 1916.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the
General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor to present
the following parts of the seventh annual reports of the
Trustees and Librarian of the state library for the fiscal
year ending Nov. 30, 1916, embodying a recommendation for
legislative action, and accompanied by the draft of a resolve
covering the legislation recommended.

Respectfully submitted

Cfte Commontoealtf) of epassacjnisetts.

ROBERT M. O’BRIEN,
Chairman.



STATE LIBRARY. [Jan.2

1. While the trustees are not prepared at present to sug-
gest any radical changes in the salaries of the library assist-
ants, preferring to co-operate with the committee on the
standardization of salaries, they do feel it only just to ask
for an increase of $3OO in the appropriation for clerical
services, in order that a small increase may be made in the
salaries of several assistants who have given efficient service
to the library for a considerable period of time.

2. An extra appropriation of $l,OOO for binding is neces-
sary.

Extract from Annual Report of the Librarian of

the State Library.

The trustees of the State Library may expend annually
a sum not exceeding $B,OOO for books, maps, papers, peri-
odicals and other material for the library and for binding
the same. By limiting the purchase of books to the ordinary
needs of the library and by practicing strict economy in
binding it is possible to keep within the authorized appro-
priation.

Ordinarily, the binding of books during the course of a
year is restricted to current magazine and other periodical
literature, the current files of newspapers, and the rebinding
of law reports, miscellaneous textbooks and treatises. In
recataloguing the library, attention has been called to many
valuable pamphlets and books that need binding or rebind-
ing. Because of insufficient funds in past years these pam-
phlets and books have stood on the shelves without binding.
If their preservation is not provided for, much valuable
historic and economic material will soon be lost to the library.

EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
TRUSTEES OF THE STATE LIBRARY.



HOUSE No. 326.1917.] A

Many pamphlets could not be replaced; others could, but at
a price far in excess of the cost of binding. It is not the
intention to catalogue or bind anything simply because it is
old or rare, but the library desires to preserve what experi-
ence has shown to be of value to the various State depart-
ments, members of the Legislature and to the public.

It is obvious that bar association reports, proceedings and
papers of historical societies, pamphlet editions of State and
government publications, historical and biographical pam-
phlets, etc., should be bound at the time they are recata-
ogued, since they form a permanent part of the library’s

collection. It saves future time of both the cataloguer and
the assistant in charge of binding. The recatalogued book or
pamphlet when bound stands on the shelf in good condition,
with the shelf classification stamped on the back of the vol-
ume. It is a finished product ready for a long life of service.
One thousand dollars would probably take care of such extra
binding for the fiscal year 1916-17; binding is not allowed
for in the regular appropriation.




