
HOUSE No. 351
Bill accompanying the petition of Edward Carr and others relative

to preventing the harassing of judgment debtors. Joint Judiciary.
January 8.

AN ACT
To prevent the Harassing of Poor Debtors by Citing Them

for Examination into Courts a Long Distance from Their
Homes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Revised Laws, chapter one hundred sixty-
-2 eight, is hereby amended by striking out the words “the
3 county”, in the fifteenth line of the sixth clause of sec-
-4 tion seventeen, and inserting instead thereof the following
5 words: a police, district, or municipal court, or a
6 trial justice of the jurisdiction, —so that the last para-
-7 graph of said clause shall read as follows: Such affi-
-8 davit, and the certificate of the magistrate that he is
9 satisfied there is reasonable cause to believe that the

10 charges therein contained, or one of them, are true, shall
11 be annexed to the execution. If a debtor is entitled to
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12 notice under the provisions of the following section, such
13 affidavit may, unless the magistrate otherwise orders, be
14 made at any time before the certificate is issued. If the
15 judgment debtor lives or has his usual place of business
16 in this commonwealth, the application for a certificate
17 authorizing his arrest shall be made in a police, district,
18 or municipal court, or a trial justice of the jurisdiction
19 in which he lives or has his usual place of business;
20 otherwise, in any county.

1 Section 2. All acts and part of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

2 its passage.
1 Section 3. This act shall take effect thirty days after
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