
HOUSE No. 517

Bill accompanying the petition of Sylvanus L. Brett relative to the
election annually of moderators of fire districts. Towns. January 10.

AN ACT
To provide for the Election of Annual Moderators in Fire

Districts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any fire district which has so voted or
2 hereafter votes, may at any annual election of fire dis-
3 trict officers elect from the inhabitants thereof by ballot,
4 a moderator to preside at all fire district meetings. His
5 term of office shall begin as soon as he is qualified and
6 shall continue until the next annual fire district meeting,
7 and until his successor is elected and qualified.
8 Any fire district which has elected a moderator for
9 the term of one year shall thereafter elect a moderator

10 at every annual election of fire district officers, un-
it less at a meeting duly called for the purpose the fire
12 district votes to discontinue the electing of moderators
13 for said term.
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14 If a vacancy in the said office occurs during any term,
15 it may be filled by the voters of the district at a meeting
16 called for that purpose. If a moderator so elected is
17 absent, a moderator pro tempore may be elected.
18 In fire districts where official ballots are used, the vote
19 to elect a moderator for the term of one year shall be
20 taken at a meeting held at least thirty days before the
21 annual fire district meeting at which the vote is to
22 become operative, and at the first annual meeting after
23 the fire district has so voted, a moderator shall be chosen
24 according to the practice before prevailing in such fire
25 district, to serve at that meeting, and the moderator
26 elected on the official ballot at that meeting shall act
27 at subsequent fire district meetings until his successor is
28 elected and qualified. *

29 At every fire district meeting until a moderator or
30 moderator pro tempore is elected, the clerk of the fire
31 district shall preside, but if he is absent or there is no
32 clerk of the fire district, the chairman of the prudential
33 committee or the member longest in continuous service
34 shall preside; but if no member of the prudential com-
-35 mittee is present, the justice of peace calling such meet-
-36 ing if the meeting is so called, shall preside. Such
37 presiding officer shall have the powers and perform the
38 duties of a moderator.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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