
HOUSE No. 565

Bill accompanying the petition of Charles F. Dutch and another
relative to accounting for money received by sheriffs and their deputies.
Joint Judiciary. January 11.

AN ACT
To require an Accounting for All Money received by Sheriffs

and their Deputies by Virtue of their Positions and to
establish the Number of Deputy Sheriffs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter twenty-three of the Revised Laws

2 is hereby amended by striking out section two and in-

-3 sorting in place thereof the following: Section 2. A
4 sheriff may, subject to the approval of the supreme

5 judicial court, appoint one or more deputies who shall
6 be sworn before performing any official act.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-one of said chapter twenty-

-2 three of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the word “They”, in line one, and inserting the
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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4 words: Sheriffs and deputy sheriffs, —by inserting
5 after the word ‘ sheriff”, in line eleven, the words;
6 or deputy sheriff, and by adding at the end thereof
7 the following sentences; Upon the failure to file a
8 sufficient return the secretary of the commonwealth shall
9 notify the attorney-general. The supreme judicial court

10 upon the application of the attorney-general may compel
11 any sheriff or deputy sheriff, who fails to make a return,
12 or who makes a return which does not sufficiently in
13 detail conform to the above requirements, to file a
14 sufficient return, so as to read as follows: Section 21.
15 Sheriffs and deputy sheriffs shall annually, on or before
16 the fifteenth of October, return to the secretary of the
17 commonwealth on blanks provided by him an account
18 under oath of all money received by them for the year
19 ending on the preceding thirtieth day of September,
20 designating the amounts received from the county treas-
-21 urer and from all other sources, and specifying the
22 amounts received by them for fees in civil and criminal
23 processes. They shall also return the number of days
24 they have attended upon the courts and upon the county
25 commissioners, and also the number of days when they
26 have attended upon more than one of said tribunals at

27 the same time. If a sheriff or deputy sheriff neglects
28 to make such return, he shall forfeit two hundred dollars.
29 Upon the failure to file a sufficient return the secretary
30 of the commomvealth shall notify the attorney-general.
31 The supreme judicial court upon the application of the
32 attorney-general may compel any sheriff or deputy
33 sheriff, who fails to make a return, or who makes a

34 return which does not sufficiently in detail conform to
35 the above requirements, to file a sufficient return.






