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Bill accompanying the petition of Robert W. Nason relative to the
use of asphalt shingles as a covering or roofing on buildings. Metro-
politan Affairs. January 12.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Building Law of the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cbe Commontoealti) of Massachusetts.

1 Section thirteen of chapter five hundred and fifty of
2 the acts of the vear nineteen hundred and seven, as

3 amended by section three of chapter seven hundred and
4 eighty-two of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
5 fourteen, by section three of chapter three hundred and
6 fifty-two of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hun-
-7 dred and fifteen and chapter two hundred and seventy-
-8 seven of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hundred
9 and sixteen, is hereby further amended by striking out

10 the words “of a quality, weight and thickness satis-
-11 factory to the building commissioner”, and inserting in
12 the place thereof the following: complying with the
13 following specifications: Dry felt base to be not less
14 than “Number fifty” on the paper-makers scale (ten
15 and four tenths pounds per one hundred square feet),



16 flash point of saturant and coating compound to be above
1 < four hundred and ten degrees Fahrenheit, ignition point

18 of saturant and coating compound to be above seven
19 hundred and fifty-two degrees Fahrenheit, finished prod-

L’O net to weigh, exclusive of wrappers, trimmings, etc., not
21 less than thirty-seven pounds, plus the weight of the
22 surfacing material, per each one hundred square feet of
23 material, so as to read as follows: No material other
24 than brick, tile, slate, metal, asbestos shingles, asphalt
25 shingles, complying with the following specifications:
26 Dry felt base to be not less than “Number fifty” on
27 the paper-makers scale (ten and four tenths pounds per
28 one hundred square feet), flash point of saturant and
29 coating compound to be above four hundred and ten
30 degrees Fahrenheit, ignition point of saturant and ooat-
-31 ing compound to be above seven hundred and fifty-two
32 degrees Fahrenheit, finished product to weigh, exclusive
33 of wrappers, trimmings, etc., not less than thirty-seven
34 pounds, plus the weight of the surfacing material, per
35 each one hundred square feet of material, or slag shall
36 hereafter be used to cover or roof any building, or the
37 tops, sides and outsides of the frames of any dormer
38 window or any other projection of the roof of any build-
-39 ing, except wooden cornices on wooden frame buildings;
40 but on flat roofs composition of asbestos and asphalt or
41 tar and gravel may be used, or such other composition
42 of fire-resisting roofing as the commissioner may authorize.
43 Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit
44 the use of materials approved by the commissioner for
45 repairing any roof now covered with wooden shingles or

46 to prohibit covering with such approved materials the
47 roofs of buildings less than sixteen feet in height: pro-

-48 vided, that the building is not altered in height or other-
-49 wise generally reconstructed.
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