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Bill accompanying the petition of James M. Blaisdell and others
for an amendment of the law relative to state and military aid and to
theburial of indigent sailors and soldiers. Military Affairs. January 15.

AN ACT
To amend the Law relative to State and Military Aid and

to the Burial of Indigent Soldiers and Sailors.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section eighteen of chapter five hundred and eighty-
-2 seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and fonr-
-3 teen is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “hundred”, in the fifth line, the words: and twenty-
-5 five, —so as to read as follows: Section 18. The ex-

6 pense of such burial shall not exceed fifty dollars, two
7 dollars of which shall be paid as compensation to the
8 burial agent who caused the interment to be made; but
9 if the total expense of the burial, by whomsoever incurred,

10 shall exceed the sum of one hundred and twenty-five
11 dollars, no payment therefor shall be made by the com-
-12 monwealth. The burial shall not be made in anv ceme-

Cfte Commoinuealtj) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.



> STATE AND MILITARY AID. [Jan. 1917

13 tery or burial ground which is used exclusively for the
14 burial of the pauper dead, or in any part so used of any
15 cemetery or burial ground. Relatives of the deceased
16 who are unable to bear the expense of burial may be
17 allowed to conduct the funeral. The full amount so ex-

18 pended, the name of the deceased soldier, sailor or marine,
19 the regiment, company or vessel in which he served, the
20 date of death, place of interment, and in case of a wife or
21 widow the name of the husband and date of marriage,
22 and such other details as the commissioner of state aid
23 may require, shall be certified under oath to him, in such
24 manner as he may approve, by the burial agent and the
25 treasurer of the city or town expending the amount,
26 within ninety days after the burial; and said commis-
-27 sioner shall endorse upon the certificate his allowance of
28 such amounts as in his judgment have been paid and
29 reported according to the provisions of this act, and shall
30 transmit such certificate to the auditor. The amounts
31 legally paid and so allowed, with no expense for disburse-
-32 ment, shall be reimbursed by the commonwealth to the
33 several cities and towns on or before the tenth day of
34 November in the year after the expenditures have been
•

35 made.






