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Commissioner’s Column

Local Budgets and 
Global Markets
by Jonathan L. Healy

There’s quite a bit happening in Massachusetts 
agriculture, even if everyone is a few weeks behind 
in their planting.

On the budgetary front, the House Ways and 
Means Committee reported out a mixed budget 
that provides possible new funding for the South-
east Mass Agricultural Partnership (SEMAP). Hope-
fully the funding can be used to establish a great 
regional agricultural services delivery system, a 
pilot that might also be used in other parts of the 
Commonwealth. 

On the other hand, the House budget does not 
fund, at last year’s levels, our successful agri-
cultural entrepreneurial training program nor our 
agricultural fairs program. There are many deci-
sions to be made, however, as our budget winds 
its way through the House and Senate before the 
end of June.

Things are also heating up on the dairy scene. 
Prof. Ron Cotterill of UConn has recently released 
an independently financed study of milk prices 
in New England. He has determined that while 
the dairy compact has cost consumers about four 
cents per gallon of milk, the processors and retail-
ers have taken almost 20 cents per gallon. Cotterill 
wonders why more folks have not looked at other 
reasons why milk costs what it does and suggests 
that some of the opponents of the compact that 
blame dairy farmers for the price of milk ought 
to look inward before they tag all the milk price 
increases to farmers. 

The proposed merger of Dean Foods and Suiza, 
along with Crowley’s possible merger with Dairy 
Foods of America also keeps the fires burning 
brightly on the Dairy Compact/processor consoli-
dation front. Perhaps, as Pogo used to say, ”We 
have met the enemy and the enemy is us!”

I’m afraid I get as confused as everyone else about 
all the globalization and concentration of power in 
the food and agriculture sector. Almost every com-
modity laments the demise of family farms in hog, 
cattle, dairy, or you name it. Here in New England, 
I’m surprised that the focus has been more on the 
Dairy Compact than upon other market forces that 
appear to take more profits from consumers. At 
any rate, any of us who can set our own prices 
and directly sell a value-added product to folks 
who drive by on the way to work might sleep a 
little better than those of us who have to sell our 
agricultural product by the boatload to those who 
dictate the price to us. p

Note to Contributors

Due to a computer network problem, mate-
rial and classified ads that were sent in for 
the May issue of the Farm & Market Report 
by e-mail prior to April 11 were inaccessible 
at the time of production and could not be 
included in this issue. We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may have caused. 

STORRS, Conn. — Leading supermarket 
chains and dairy processors in New 
England use their dominant market 
positions to elevate retail milk prices well 
beyond levels justified by the Northeast 
Dairy Compact, according to a new study 
just released by the Food Marketing Policy 
Center at the University of Connecticut.

The study shows that nearly $50 million 
of the $130 million increase in the milk 
bill paid by New England consumers at 
supermarkets over a three-year period 
(from July 1977 through July 2000) is due 
to increased profits by supermarket retailers 
and dairy processors.

“The public interest is being subverted by 
private economic power,” says Ronald W. 
Cotterill, director of the Food Marketing 
Policy Center and lead author of the 
study. “Higher retail prices and related 
consumer losses have been entirely 
attributed by many observers to the 
Compact’s operation and other cost 
increases. This clearly is not the case.”

Debate has surrounded the Northeast 
Dairy Compact since it was created in 
1997 to provide participating states a 
minimum milk price for dairy farmers and 
thus help protect dairy farms from going 
out of business. The Compact is set to 
expire this fall unless it is re-authorized 
by Congress. It faces vigorous opposition 
from the milk industry, among others.

“It is particularly egregious that industry 
spokespersons routinely cite higher retail 
prices as a reason for discontinuing the 
Compact, when, in fact, industry profit 
taking and cost increases not related to the 
Compact are responsible for 84 percent 
of the increase in retail prices in New 
England during the 3 years after Compact 
implementation,” says Cotterill.

The UConn Food Marketing Policy 
Center’s report is independent research 

and “was not commissioned or supported 
by the Northeast Dairy Compact 
Commission, any government antitrust 
enforcement agency, any private firm, 
foundation or lobbying group.”

Higher retail prices are also likely due 
to the exercise of market power by dairy 
processors, the  study maintains. Since 
its entry into the New England market in 
1997, the Dallas-based dairy processing 
giant Suiza Foods Corp., “has closed, 
or caused the closure and dismantling 
of several milk processing plants in the 
region,” it says. The study adds that Suiza 
now controls 80 to 90 percent of the 
supermarket milk business in Boston and 
Providence.

The study suggests that a major policy issue 
now facing New England milk consumers 
is not the Northeast Dairy Compact, but 
the exercise of market power by the 
region’s leading retailers and dominant 
milk processor. This issue is also a national 
problem. 

“With the increase in concentration and 
dominance in many regional milk 
processing and local food retailing 
markets, private firms are capturing the 
ability to price off the market demand 
curve,” the study concludes.

The full report is available and can be 
downloaded from the Food Marketing 
Policy Center website at 
www.are.uconn.edu/fmktc.html.p 

Study Sheds Light on Milk 
Market Issues
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Farm-City Connections Learn About Home and 
Garden Pests On-line

Homeowners and gardeners 
will want to bookmark this 
web page. The Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Food and Agriculture has 
expanded an on-line Pest 
Fact Directory created last 
year featuring everything you 
need to know about your 
least-favorite pest.

Found at www.massdfa.org/pestfact.htm, the 
directory offers instant access to information on 
carpenter ants, mosquitoes, rodents, termites, 
wasps, yellow jackets, cockroaches, ticks, lady-
bugs and lawn pests. 

The directory provides links to pest related fact 
sheets published by universities and government 
agencies. The fact sheets will help homeowners 
identify pests commonly found in Massachusetts 
and will explain how to control pests using pre-
ventive and non-chemical methods.

The page also includes links to information on 
pests and pest-related diseases that have not 
been confirmed in the Bay State but have been 
found in neighboring states such as the Asian 
Longhorned Beetle and West Nile Encephalitis.

Pest fact sheets are also available by mail or 
fax by calling Trevor Battle at the Department 
of Food and Agriculture’s Pesticide Bureau at 
617-626-1775 or e-mail 
Trevor.Battle@state.ma.us.  p

Gardening With 
Children Festival June 16th 
 
Visit Tranquil Lake Nursery in Rehoboth on Sat-
urday, June 16th for a unique day of garden 
talks, demonstrations and hands-on workshops 
for educators and parents who garden with chil-
dren.  Herb gardening, tree and shrub planting, 
composting, building garden paths and struc-
tures, flower crafts and pruning are just some of 
the sessions planned each half hour.

Garden groups and educators will exhibit and 
answer questions and you can also tour the 
nursery display gardens. Hours are 10:00 am 
to 3:00 pm; bring a picnic lunch or purchase 
light refreshments on site. Co-sponsored by the 
Mass. Nursery & Landscape Assoc. and Mass. 
Ag in the Classroom. Donation suggested for 
admission is $5.
 
Grafton Farm Garden Tour June 20th 
 
Another fundraiser is a tour of a fantastic garden 
to be showcased soon in Horticulture Magazine.  
See this very beautiful property where huge 
walls surround several gardens designed by 
Warren Leach of Tranquil Lake Nursery.  A 
formal kitchen garden, woodland water and 
wildflower garden, herb entrance garden and 
roses are some of the handsome attractions at 
this unusual site. Space is limited so reserve 
early. Due to the owners’ generosity, the $20 
admission fee will be donated to Ag in the 
Classroom.
 
Reserve your space for one or both of the above 
programs by sending a check made out to Mass. 
Agriculture in the Classroom, P.O. Box 345, 
Seekonk, MA 02771.  Many thanks to Debi 
Hogan for arranging these great events.
 
Volunteer Information & Training Day 

To be held in Plymouth County as we will learn 
more about cranberry growing to prepare for 
activities at the Ag in the Classroom exhibit at 
the Big E in September.  We will also review pro-
grams and resources to be prepared for exhibits 
at other events such as the Farm City Festival 
and the N. E. Spring Flower Show.  You would 
enjoy volunteering for Ag in the Classroom and 
meeting others involved in this program! To reg-
ister for the July event from 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm, call Marjorie Cooper at 508-892-3720.
 
Workshops For Teachers

May 19th, Aquaculture, Nauset Regional High 
School, Eastham June 27th, Annuals and Peren-
nials, Cavicchio Greenhouses, Sudbury July 
10th, Bisbee Mill Museum & Hilltown Dairy, 
Chesterfield July 18th, Propagation & Nursery 
Business, Weston Nurseries, Hopkinton To regis-
ter, email dchogan@sprynet.com or phone Debi 
at 508-336-4426.
 
For information on other educational resources 
or to volunteer to visit a school, phone Janet 
Christensen at DFA at 617-626-1735 or email 
jchristensen@state.ma.us. p

In Memoriam: 
Myron “Tiny” Maiewski

DFA was saddened to learn of the 
passing of Myron “Tiny” Maiewski who 
served as Assistant Commissioner of this 
department from 1964 to 1977.

In 1962 Myron became the American 
Soil Conservation Service County Office
Manager for Franklin County. In 1964 
he accepted an appointment from Gov. 
Peabody as the Assistant Commissioner 
of Agriculture, where he served 13 1/2 
years. In 1977 he bacame State Director 
of the US Departmentof Agriculture.  He 
led this Federal Post until 1981.

Myron’s grand niece Kim Lashway says 
that Myron was very proud of his work 
with the State. We extend our condo-
lences to his family. p

NOFA Summer 
Conference
The 27th Annual Summer Conference and 
Celebration of Rural Life sponsored by 
the Northeast Organic Farming Associa-
tion will be held August 10-12 at Hamp-
shire College in Amherst. The event is an 
opportunity for the public to learn more 
about organic growing, sustainable living 
and other related topics.

The theme of this year’s conference is 
“Growing Community,” which comple-
ments the mission of keynote speaker 
Cathrine Sneed, an internationally known 
environmental and social justice advocate.

The conference will also feature more 
than 150 workshops on a wide range of 
topics including organic farming and gar-
dening, genetic engineering, sustainable 
building, nutrition and healthful cooking, 
environmental and political action, alter-
native medicine, animal husbandry, crafts 
and more.

Musical entertainment, children’s pro-
grams, a country fair and farmers’ market, 
and an organic food court are also on 
the docket. Dorm rooms, camping and 
organic meals are also available at rea-
sonable rates.

For more information, contact Julie 
Rawson at 978-355-2853 or 
jackkitt@aol.com. p

USDA Continues 
Vigilance Against FMD
Increased vigilance by federal and state 
agencies, especially since recent outbreaks 
of foot and mouth disease (FMD) were dis-
covered in Europe, has been successful in 
reducing the risk of entry. “We are making 
every effort to reduce the risks so that 
FMD will not enter our country,” said Agri-
culture Secretary Ann M. Veneman, “but 
we must always be on guard. That is why 
our agency has been increasing our vigi-
lance in the areas of prevention and pre-
paredness.” 

Veneman also said that USDA would 
be prepared to compensate farmers fair 
market value for livestock losses should 
there ever be an FMD outbreak. USDA has 
begun hiring 400 new inspection person-
nel and doubling the size of its canine 
inspection teams. Secretary Veneman also 
authorized an additional $32 million to 
hire 350 more inspection personnel and 
reassigned 200 inspectors to critical points 
of entry. p
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How to Place a Classified Ad
Classified ads are accepted free-of charge on a first-come 
basis. Limit: 25 words. Be sure to include a phone number. 
No display ads will be accepted. Only one ad per business/
individual per issue, unless space permits. Ads may run in 
consecutive issues, space permitting.

Ads must be of interest to Massachusetts farmers. The Mass. 
Dept. of Food and Agriculture reserves the right to refuse any 
listing it deems inappropriate for publication.

Send typewritten or neatly printed copy to: 
Farm & Market Report
Mass. Dept. of Food and Agriculture
251 Causeway Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114
617-626-1752 fax: 617-626-1850 
e-mail: Diane.Baedeker@state.ma.us

Farm & Market Report

Farmers’ Market News
Jeff Cole, Executive Director of the Federation 
of Farmer’s Markets, would like to remind 
market managers who purchase liability insur-
ance through the Federation to return the 
recently-mailed insurance forms ASAP. Market 
coverage from last year expires at the begin-
ning of May, and with the market season upon 
us, it is imperative that farmers’ markets have 
their coverage in order. For more information, 
contact Jeff Cole at 781-893-8222. 

Markets Seeking Growers

• Cambridge/Central Square, Mondays, Noon - 
6:00 pm, Opens, May 21

• Framingham on Rt. 9, Thursdays, 11:30 am - 
5:30 pm, Opens, May 24

• New Bedford, Saturdays, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm, 
Opens, July 7

• Norwood, Tuesdays, 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm, Opens 
May 22

• Springfield/Downtown, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Opens May 23

For the above markets contact Jeff Cole at 
781-893-8222.

• Brockton, Fridays, 8:45 am - 2:00 pm, Opens in 
July, Contact Ed Nicholas, 508-587-4322

• Fitchburg, Tuesdays, 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm and 
Fridays, 8:45 am - Noon, Opens July 10. 
Seeking vegetables and fruit. Contact Rachel 
Gonzales at 978-544-6063.

• Lee, Fridays, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Opens 
May 11. Seeking dairy products, small fruit, 
organic vegetables. Contact Susan Minnich, 
413-623--6446.

• Mass. Turnpike, various locations. Contact Donna 
Hill, 781-431-5097.

• Westfield, Saturdays, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm. 
Contact Westfield CDC, 413-562-7221. p

New Farmers’ Market 
Book Published
The New Farmers’ Market: Farm-Fresh 
Ideas for Producers, Managers & Com-
munities, a new book published by New 
World Publishing, covers the latest tips and 
trends from leading-edge sellers, manag-
ers and market planners across the coun-
try. The book was written by Eric Gibson, 
author of Sell What You Sow! and co-
authors Vance Corum and Marcie Rosen-
weig.

Farmers will learn about the best products 
to grow and sell at the markets, display 
ideas to attract shoppers, price setting, and 
merchandising tips.

Managers will learn how to manage and 
promote the market, set up a web site, and 
address key market issues and challenges.

Market planners will learn how to plan 
and start a market, legal advice and deal-
ing with rules and regulations, and getting 
community support.

To order: send $24.95 plus $4.50 S/H 
to New World Publishing, 11543 Quartz 
Dr. #1, Auburn, CA 95602. Credit card 
orders call 888-281-5170. Quantity dis-
counts are available. For more informa-
tion, call 530-823-3886. p

CISA Announces
Partnership with 
eCommunityGuide.com
Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture 
(CISA) announces a new partnership with eCom-
munityGuide, a network of community web sites 
designed for Pioneer Valley residents, to supply 
information on local agriculture, which will be 
available throughout the eCommunityGuide net-
work. Througout the year, CISA will contribute 
recipes, information on local farms and farm 
products, as well as stories and news related to 
local agriculture. 

eCommunityGuide features localized informa-
tion on news, weather, sports, government, 
entertainment, dining, businesses and more. 
To find the farming guide, users can log 
into their community of choice and click into 
the Monthly Journal feature entitled “Farming 
and Stands.” Currently the network covers the 
towns of Amherst, Easthampton, Hadley, Hat-
field, Northampton, South Hadley, and Sunder-
land, and will shortly include Belchertown, Deer-
field and Southampton.

For more information about eCommunityGuide, 
contact Peter Gelinas or Josh Greenwald at 
413-584-7730. For more information about 
CISA, contact Michael Abbate, 413-559-5338.p

Local Growers Oppose 
Tobacco Quotas
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
announced preliminary results of referenda held 
in March among growers of various kinds of 
tobacco to determine whether marketing quotas 
and price support will be in effect for the 2001, 
2002, and 2003 marketing years. 

Two-thirds of producers must vote in favor of the 
measure for quotas to be approved. If marketing 
quotas are in effect for a kind of tobacco, price 
support loans will be available for this tobacco.

Connecticut and Massachusetts growers of cigar 
binder (types 51 and 52) voted overwhelmingly 
against the marketing quotas.  Fifty-six out of 
58 Connecticut growers disapproved the mea-
sure.  In Massachusetts, 72 of the 73 votes were 
against the proposal.

Additional referendum information is available 
from Ann Wortham at 202-720-2715. p

For Sale:  48 ft. refrigerated trailer with back and side 
doors.  3 HP compressor with high velocity condensing 
unit, R22 gas.  Great for plants and vegetables. $5000  
Call Dave at 978-939-2778

Highly successful fish-based fertilizer now available.  
Approved for organic farming by ORMI. Particularly 
suitable for vegetables and small fruits. Bio-Stimulates, 
Inc. Jay Tripp, 1-508-789-4145, 
Jay111745@aol.com.

Grow your farm or small business into a good-sized, 
profitable operation. We can help you write a business 
plan which will quide your sustainable growth over 
the next 3 years. Woody Pratt, Sherwood Consultants, 
617-232-8818, sherconsl@aol.com

Hay Baler. International, Model 56. 4-cyl, gas eng. 
Runs great. $425/bo: (Blackstone) 508-883-7302, 
acastonguay@email.msn.com.

For sale: 30’ x 48’ Gothic New England greenhouse 
structure. Galvanized steel bows, 4’ spacing, two years 
old, originally from Griffin’s. $2000, including wood, 
extra brackets, and bolts, or best offer. Purchaser needs 
to dismantle and carry away from West Newbury, 
Mass (seller will help deconstruct). 978-363-5443, or 
edith_maxwell@hotmail.com

Tractor operator – greenhouse help, knowledgeable. 
508-764-2266.

For sale: 1 bushel wire-bound bean vegetable boxes. 
Also Dodge truck with bulk 14 ft. body. Not running 
now but OK if tuned up. Bulk body for potatoes, pickles 
or onions or will sell body alone. $200. Hadley, MA 
413-549-5684.

14GA 1x1 square, welded, galvanized fencing, 4’ high 
x 1000’, $.50/ft. 18GA 1” chicken wire, 5’ high x 
1000’, $.30/ft. New turkey feeders $100 ea. 1” HD 
flight netting 25x50, $50. 2” HD flight netting, 50x150, 
$120. 4x6 treated posts, 14’ (50) $6 ea. Misc. small 
waters/feeders. Don Faits, 413-562-6914.

Gehl 18’, Dion 16’ forage wagons. Dion 18’ on Chevy 
60 series truck. 2 NI 216 manure spreaders. IH 850 
grinder mixer. 413-698-3371.

For sale: corn silage. No. Attleboro, MA, 
508-699-2153.

Subscribe to the New England Farm Bulletin. $17/year 
includes 2 free farm classifieds or $17 in free informa-
tion booklets, monthly publication, annual almanac, 
New England fairs and farmers’ market directory, 
monthly farm classifieds and features, access to rare 
farm topics and more! NEFB, Dept. MA, PO Box 67, 
Taunton, MA 02780.



June 2 – Annual Swine Information Day and Auction, 11:00 am to 
3:00 pm at the Deerfield, NH fairgrounds. Free admission. Mini-trade show, 4H 
food concession. Auction at 1:00 pm. Sponsored by the New Hampshire Pork 
Producers Council. Call 603-768-5545 for more information.

June 5-7 – Scooper Bowl, Boston City Hall Plaza, to benefit the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute’s Jimmy Fund. Visit www.jimmyfund.org for details.

July 13-14 – New England Sheep Show and Sale, Eastern States 
Exposition (The Big E) fairgrounds, West Springfield, Mass. Sponsored by the 
New England Sheep and Wool Growers Association. Contact Becky Peterson, 
413-624-5562, orvalbc@shaysnet.com.

July 26 - Massachusetts Flower Growers Summer Field Day 2001, 
1:30-7:15 PM at Elm Bank Reservation, Dover, MA. Contact Tina Smith, 
413-545-5306, Paul Lopes, 508-295-2212 ext.24 UMass Extension Floriculture 
Program, or Bob Luczai 978-952-0116, Mass. Flower Growers Assoc., for more 
information.

August 10-12 – NOFA Annual Summer Organic Conference at 
Hampshire College, Amherst. Contact Julie Rawson, 978-355-2853 or 
jackkitt@aol.com for details.

August 24-25 – Massachusetts Marketplace Festival at Elm Bank Reserva-
tion, Dover, Mass. Sponsored by MDFA and the Mass. Horticultural Society. 
Contact Mary Jordan, MDFA, 617-626-1750, Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us.
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The Mass. Specialty Foods Association’s 
Country Summer Picnic and auction will 
be held at Westport Rivers Winery, 417 
Hixbridge Road, Westport, MA, will host 
on Saturday, June 23, 3:00 pm – 6:00 
pm.  Spend a relaxing afternoon at 
the winery sampling the fabulous flavors 
of Massachusetts’ finest specialty foods, 
wines and beer.  

The event includes a showing of interna-
tionally celebrated sculptor Mimi Sammis’ 
powerful bronze pieces.  The country 
voices and fiddles of the Fourth Street 
Players, as well as guided tours of the 

vineyard and winery combine to complete 
this memorable afternoon event.  Pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit the 
MSFA, a non-profit organization that sup-
ports and promotes Massachusetts state-
wide small farms and specialty foods com-
panies through educational programming, 
marketing, trade efforts and connections 
to state and federal agencies.

Tickets are $45.00 per person by 
advanced reservation only. Call 
508-636-3423 x2. For directions, visit 
www.westportrivers.com.p

UMass Extension Greenhouse 
Demonstration 
All commercial growers are welcome to attend a 
greenhouse demonstration on Biological Control of 
Thrips and Flood Floor Irrigation on Wednesday, 
June 20, 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm at Applefield Farm, 
70 Old Bolton Rd., Stow, MA.

Topics will include applying predatory mites for 
thrips management, spring research trial results, 
cost analysis and mite release information and pesti-
cide compatibility with natural enemies. In addition, 
attendees will learn about a flood floor system that 
is used in 11,000 sq. ft of greenhouses for spring 
crops. 

For a program flier and pre-registration form, 
contact Tina Smith 413-545-5306 or Paul Lopes 
508-295-2212 ext 24.p

MSFA Summer Picnic: In Good Taste


