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and the Superior Court. Joint Judiciary. January 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to Appearances in the Supreme Judicial Court and

the Superior Court.

1 Section fifty-four of chapter one hundred and seventy-
-2 three of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the word “ten”, in the fourth line, and inserting in
4 place thereof the words: twenty-one, —and by iu-
-5 serting after the word “return”, in said fourth line, the
6 words: or entry, so as to read as follows: Section
7 54■ If the defendant in an action commenced in the
8 supreme judicial court or the superior court, having been
9 duly served with process, fails to enter an appearance

10 in writing within twenty-one days after the return or
11 entry day of the writ, his default shall be recorded, and
12 after the expiration of four days from such default,

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

CJ)t Commontoealtf) of Qiassacfnisetts.



APPEARANCES.0 [Jan. 1917.

13 the plaintiff may have judgment entered by order of the
14 court or by the clerk as of course without any further
15 order. Upon a default at any stage of the proceedings
16 in an action pending in said courts, the damages shall,
17 upon motion of either party, be assessed by a jury. If
18 the defendant in an action commenced in a police, dis-
-19 trict or municipal court or before a trial justice, having
20 been duly served with process, fails to appear or answer
21 thereto, his default shall be recorded and judgment shall
22 be rendered for the plaintiff with costs. Courts may
23 for good cause shown, extend the time for entering an
24 appearance, and may, in their discretion and upon
25 terms, take off a default at any time before judgment.
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