
HOUSE No. 1207

Bill accompanying the petition of Warren F. Spalding for legislation
to provide for the establishment of county industrial farms. Public
Institutions. January 17.

AN ACT
To authorize the Establishment of County Industrial

Farms.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter six hundred and thirty-three of the acts of
2 the year nineteen hundred and thirteen, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the second section thereof,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following sections:
5 Section 2. The county commissioners of any county
6 may purchase or lease in behalf of the county, a tract
7 of unused, uncultivated or waste land, not exceeding
8 acres in area, to be used as a countv in-acres in area, to be used as a county in-
9 dustrial farm, and may reclaim and improve the same,

10 with a view to selling it for the benefit of the county,
11 which sale is hereby authorized. The work of reclaim-
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ing and improving said land, as far as practicable, shall
be done by prisoners transferred to said farm, as here-
inafter provided.
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Said commissioners may erect thereon such temporary
buildings, of cheap construction, as they shall consider
necessary for the proper housing of such prisoners.
They may appoint, and at any time may remove, a
superintendent for said farm, and such assistants as in
their opinion are needed for the proper management
thereof.
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Section 3. On the order of said commissioners the
sheriff shall remove to said farm such prisoners, held
on sentence in the jail or house of correction of the
county, as can be employed thereon in carrying out
the purposes and provisions of this act, and they shall
be so employed. On the order of said commissioners
said sheriff shall return any prisoner to the jail or
house of correction from which he was taken.
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The county commissioners may also make arrange-
ments with the officials of a city or town, or with a
private owner, to improve waste or unused land by
means of such prison labor. When land that is not the
property of the county is so improved, the owners
thereof shall pay to the county such sums as may be
agreed upon between the county commissioners and the
other parties in interest, for the labor of any prisoners
employed thereon.
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Section Jh To meet the expenses incurred for the
purchase of land under the provisions of this act, the
commissioners may borrow, from time to time, upon
the credit of the county, such sums as may be needed,
and may issue the notes or bonds of the county therefor.
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Such notes or bonds shall bear interest at a rate not
exceeding four and one half per cent, and shall be
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46 payable at periods not exceeding years
from the dates of issue.47

If the county commissioners shall be authorized by
the general court to pay for land so purchased from
money raised by the county tax, the authority to
borrow money for such purpose, conferred by this act,
shall not be exercised.
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Section 5. When the land which has been reclaimed
and improved as aforesaid shall be sold, the proceeds
of such sale shall be placed in the treasury of the county,
and shall be used, so far as is necessary, for the pay-
ment of loans made as hereinbefore provided.
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The acts of the county commissioners under this act
shall be subject to the approval of the director of
prisons. No land shall be purchased until such approval
has been given, and no buildings shall be constructed
until he has approved the plans therefor. No bonds or
notes shall be issued until he has fixed the amount
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which may be borrowed, and has certified the same to
the commissioners and to the treasurer of the county,
so that said chapter, as amended, shall read as follows;

Section 1. During all times in which outdoor labor
is practicable, inmates of penal institutions who are
required to labor shall be employed, so far as possible,
in the reclamation of waste places, and in cultivating
lands for raising produce to be used in public institu-
tions. Prisoners so employed shall be at all times in
the custody and under the direction of prison officers.
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Section 2. The county commissioners of any county
may purchase or lease in behalf of the county, a tract
of unused, uncultivated or waste land, not exceeding
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acres in area, to be used as a county in-n

dustrial farm, and may reclaim and improve the same,
with a view to selling it for the benefit of the county,
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which sale is hereby authorized. The work ot re-
claiming and improving said land, as far as practicable,
shall be done by prisoners transferred to said farm, as
hereinafter provided.
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Said commissioners may erect thereon such temporary
buildings, of cheap construction, as they shall consider
necessary for the proper housing of such prisoners.
They may appoint, and at any time may remove, a
superintendent for said farm, and such assistants as in
their opinion are needed for the proper management
thereof.
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Section 3. On the order of said commissioners the91
sheriff shall remove to said farm such prisoners, held on
sentence in the jail or house of correction of the county,
as can be employed thereon in carrying out the pur-
poses and provisions of this act, and they shall be so
employed. On the order of said commissioners said
sheriff shall return any prisoner to the jail or house of
correction from which he was taken.
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The county commissioners may also make arrange-
ments with the officials of a city or town, or with a
private owner, to improve waste or unused land by
means of such prison labor. When land that is not
the property of the county is so improved, the owners
thereof shall pay to the county such sums as may be
agreed upon between the county commissioners and the
other parties in interest, for the labor of any prisoners
employed thereon.
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Section 4. To meet the expenses incurred for the
purchase of land under the provisions of this act, the
commissioners may borrow, from time to time, upon the
credit of the county, such sums as may be needed,
and may issue the notes or bonds of the county therefor.
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Such notes or bonds shall bear interest at a rate not113
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exceeding four and one half per cent, and shall be pay-
able at periods not exceeding years

114
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from the dates of issue.116
If the county commissioners shall be authorized by

the general court to pay for land so purchased from
money raised by the county tax, the authority to bor-
row money for such purpose, conferred by this act,
shall not be exercised.
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Section 5. When the land which has been reclaimed
and improved as aforesaid shall be sold, the proceeds
of such sale shall be placed in the treasury of the county,
and shall be used, so far as is necessary, for the pay-
ment of loans made as hereinbefore provided.
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The acts of the county commissioners under this act
shall be subject to the approval of the director of
prisons. No land shall be purchased until such approval
has been given, and no building shall be constructed
until he has approved the plans therefor. No notes or
bonds shall be issued until he has fixed the amount
which may be borrowed, and certified the same to the
commissioners and to the treasurer of the county.
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