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Commissioner's Column 

By Douglas P. Gillespie 
 
The Department of Agricultural Resources continues to evolve, and respond to the 
continuing changes in state government. Recently, two longtime employees elected to 
take the state's early retirement option in order to pursue different career paths. Jim 
Hines, former Director of the Division of Animal Health & Dairy Services, and Steve 
Quinn, head of the Agricultural Fairs program both left state service on October 1.  

I am pleased to announce that Dr. David Sherman DVM has been promoted to Director 
of the Division of Animal Health, Biosecurity and Dairy Services. David has previously 
served as Bureau Chief in Animal Health, and will continue to serve as State 
Veterinarian. We will be making a few changes in responsibilities within the division in 
hopes of providing better service to our clientele while improving working conditions for 
the staff.  
 
We have opted at this time not to assign a one staff member to the fairs program, but 
rather to incorporate agricultural fairs into the work program of the entire markets staff. I 
believe that this will allow MDAR to provide even better service to the fairs throughout 
the state. We remain committed to providing service, and to continue MDAR's lead role 
in operating the Massachusetts Building at Eastern States Exposition. 
 
MDAR is now structured within four divisions: Division of Agricultural Development 
includes land use, marketing, fairs, grants and aquaculture. Division of Regulatory & 
Consumer Services includes pesticides, IPM, farm products, and agricultural composting. 
Division of Animal Health, Biosecurity & Dairy Services contains each of those 
components, including the rabies, equine licensing and greyhound adoption programs. 
 
The Division of Administration includes the commissioner's office, public affairs, fiscal, 
human resources, IT, legal, and the farm energy discount program. 
 
In the months ahead, you will see many MDAR programs "fine-tuned" to align our 
initiatives with the "Smart Growth" agenda of the administration. We believe this will put 
both our agency and the farming community in a positive position as our economy begins 
to rebound. 
 
As harvest winds down I hope everyone reflects on a pretty good year! Start thinking of 
next year, and how MDAR programs can improve your bottom line. 

[back to contents] 
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Agriculture Commissioners and Ministers Meet 

BURLINGTON, VT - Northeastern United States Commissioners and Eastern Canadian 
Ministers of Agriculture reached consensus, during their meetings on October 20 & 21, 
on a broad range of issues on agricultural trade, food safety and plant and animal health 
management in Burlington, VT. Stephen Kerr, Secretary of Vermont's Agency of 
Agriculture, Food and Markets chaired the meeting. 
 
Commissioners and ministers discussed several areas of common concern including the 
status of Right to Farm, humane treatment of animals, local market access for local 
products, attracting new entrants into farming, environmental challenges (particularly for 
larger farms), farmland preservation, traceability/biosecurity/food safety, controversy 
over GMO seed usage, land use policies and consolidation of farms and retail operations. 
 
Bovine Spongiform Encephalophy (BSE) was discussed in detail; particularly the impacts 
the import bans on live cattle have had throughout the Canadian industry. Both sides 
agreed that Canada had moved swiftly and thoroughly to investigate the single 
occurrence, and that risk levels in both countries are extremely low. Commissioners and 
ministers agreed to urge the USDA and their federal legislators to ensure that live animal 
trade resume as quickly as possible, and that the decisions be based solely on science. 
Participants agreed to encourage their respective federal governments to continue 
discussions at the OIE in order to revise the BSE guidelines. 
 
Commissioners and ministers discussed biosecurity with respect to animal and plant 
diseases and noted epidemics do not respect borders. Identification of livestock and farms 
was noted as a key requirement for a quick response. Commissioners and ministers 
agreed to share information on the systems being developed and discussed the need for a 
cross border planning exercise. Invitations were issued to the Northeast US Animal 
Health Association meeting in Vermont on April 26-28, 2004. Workshops like this are an 
example of how regional cooperation benefits both sides of the border. 
 
Discussions were also held on the potential for standardizing maple grades, should this be 
agreed upon by industry at the International Maple Syrup Institute. Quebec presented an 
update on the new production quota system being initiated by their industry in order to 
avoid the accumulation of surplus syrup and its effects on the marketplace. 
 
Dairy issues were also discussed, with Vermont noting that persistent rumors of trailer-
loads of milk imported from Canada are actually overstated. These shipments represent 
the return of modified whey solids after whey from a Canadian-owned facility in 
Vermont is processed in Canada. Similar reactions are expressed on both sides of the 
border, given these products are flowing in both directions. 
 
This was the third regular meeting of commissioners and ministers. "These meetings are 
evolving to play an important role in increasing co-operation between eastern Canada and 



the northeastern United States," said Mr. Kerr. "It provides an excellent opportunity to 
pursue mutual goals and to discuss outstanding issues." 
 
The next Northeastern Commissioners and Eastern Canadian Ministers of Agriculture 
meeting will be held in New Brunswick in the fall of 2004. Agenda items to be pursued 
in more depth will include land-use planning experiences and the development of a 
biotechnology corridor, as discussed by the New England Governors and Eastern 
Canadian Premiers. 

[back to contents] 

 

New England Green Pastures State Award 

David and Debbie Duprey of Bernanrdstron were selected as the New England Green 
Pastures Massachusetts State Dairy Farm of Year. The Duprey's were selected for this 
award because of their outstanding commitment and contribution to the dairy industry in 
Massachusetts. They are two of the founding members of Our Family Farms of Western 
Massachusetts who have shown innovation with marketing their milk under the Our 
Family Farms label. Debbie is currently one of the co-managers for eight member farms 
in Our Family Farms. David attended the University of Massachusetts, and during his last 
year of college in the early 1980's, was joined by Debbie at the farm. Together they milk 
50 cows on more than 125 acres of pasture and hay land, and most of the milk they 
produce from their Holstein cows with a herd average of 25,000 lb. is marketed under the 
Our Family Farms label. 
 
Located in the picturesque hills of Franklin County, the farm is carefully and thoughtfully 
managed. In 1998 the Duprey's participated in the Massachusetts Farm Viability Program 
which provided needed capital for the purchase and construction of a three-bay 
greenhouse barn designed by Solar Barns Inc. The barn is designed as a three-row free 
stall barn with the milking herd on one side and the heifers grouped by age on a bedded 
pack on the other side with head locks for all animals. Approximately 40 acres of mixed 
grasses and clover are broken into flexible 1-acre paddocks for rotational grazing, and 
125 acres of hay is made into plastic wrapped bales. Corn silage is purchased as needed. 
 
The Dupreys have three children who all participate in farm activities. Aimee is a junior 
at UMass, Kimberly is a freshman at High School, and Nicholas is in 5th grade. David 
and Debbie and their family were honored, along with other 2003 New England State 
awards recipients, at a banquet at the Big E in early September. 

[back to contents] 
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New England Vegetable and Berry Conference and New England Fruit 
Meeting Scheduled for December at New Location 

The New England Vegetable and Berry Conference takes place every other year, and is 
one of the best educational event for growers in New England. It includes over 120 
separate presentations by farmers, researchers, and educators. This year, there will also be 
tree fruit topics on the program as they are joined by the Mass Tree Fruit Growers Assn.  
 
The conference dates are December 16,17,18, 2003. Please note the NEW location: The 
Center of New Hampshire Holiday Inn in Manchester, NH. At $50 registration to attend 
for all three days (and just $25 for additional members of the same farm,) it's a real 
bargain. But don't forget to pre-register by Dec. 5 in order to avoid the late registration 
surcharge of $10. The conference registration fee does not include lodging, so be sure to 
make your hotel reservations early to get the special conference rate of $85 per night for 
single or double occupancy. Call 603-625-1000 by Nov. 23 to get this rate.  
 
More than a hundred vendors attend the trade show, which features everything from 
books, cultivators, irrigation equipment and greenhouse supplies to seeds. The trade show 
is open from 8 am to 2 pm and 4 pm to 6pm. You must register for the conference to 
attend the trade show.  
 
Besides a fabulous educational program, new this year there will be a series of farmer-to-
farmer discussion sessions. For more information on that, on speakers and room 
locations, or to download a pre-registration form, please go to www.nevbc.org, or call 
Sonia Schloemann (413-545-4347) and request printed program. 

[back to contents] 

 

Protecting Drinking Water with SWAP - 
Information for All Dairy Farmers and Farmers Applying Pesticides 

SWAP is the Source Water Assessment and Protection Program, created by Congress in 
1996. It is a program designed to identify potential threats to drinking water sources. 
Through this program, Massachusetts is developing a SWAP report and map for each 
public water system. This report describes the potential threats to the public water system 
and also recommends strategies to protect drinking water locally. The SWAP report is 
meant to be a planning tool to help protect our public water supplies.  
 
There are four steps to the SWAP program: 1. Identify and map the water protection area, 
2. Inventory the land uses in those areas, 3. Determine the susceptibility of the land use to 
polluting the water and 4. Publicize the results. Certain land uses could compromise the 
quality of drinking water supplies. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection has ranked pesticide storage or use, dairy farms, livestock operations and 
manure spreading or storage as a high potential threat to drinking water supplies. Lawn 
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care, fertilizer storage and use, nurseries, and composting facilities have been ranked as 
moderate threats.  
 
The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) is developing an 
education program to teach farmers about best agricultural practices and how these 
practices can be used to protect drinking water supplies. The goals of the program are to 
explain SWAP, address why it is important and try to help the farmers protect our water 
resources. It will also provide information on where technical and financial assistance can 
be obtained. A brochure and reference manual for farmers to learn more about SWAP 
will be available by December 15th.  
 
The other side of the education program is geared towards the Public Water Suppliers for 
each system. The goals of that program are to help the water suppliers understand 
agriculture and what is considered general agricultural practices. Information will be 
provided to teach them how to work with farmers when dealing with these issues. For 
more information please contact Angie Moschini, SWAP Coordinator from MDAR at 
amoschini@earthlink.net, or by calling (413) 262-1816. 

[back to contents] 

 

UMASS EXTENSION OFFERS WORKSHOP SERIES - THE 
REALITIES OF ORGANIC LAWN AND LANDSCAPE CARE 

UMass Extension's Landscape, Nursery, Urban Forestry and Turf Programs are 
sponsoring a workshop series called The Realities of Organic Lawn and Landscape Care. 
Green industry professionals are expected to meet an increased demand for organic and 
low impact lawn and landscape care. This eight session series will provide landscapers, 
lawn care operators, and grounds managers with the knowledge needed to provide 
healthy, functional, and environmentally responsible lawns and landscapes. Green 
industry practitioners and their customers should know what to expect from an organic 
program; what works and what doesn't; what information is based on research and what 
is anecdotal; and what the long and short term impacts of an organic program may be. 
 
The cost is $90/workshop or $500 for the entire series. Location is the UMass Amherst 
campus unless otherwise noted. The following workshops will be offered: 

 October 27 - Soil Basics and the Components of Composting  
 November 12 - Selecting Woody Ornamental Plants and Turfgrasses for 

Ecological Landscapes (Bridgewater, MA)  
 December 1 - Using Organic and Other Fertilizers Effectively  
 January 21 - Current Trends in Insect, Disease and Weed Management in Woody 

Ornamentals  
 March 10 - Current Trends in Turf Insect and Disease Management  
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 March 26 - Renovation and Establishment of Lawns and Other Turf Areas and 
Weed Management in Turf  

 May 7 - On-Site Planting and Pruning Demonstration (Hopkinton, MA)  
 May 25 - Scouting for Turf Insects and Weed Identification (Waltham, MA)  
 June 3,10,24 - Scouting for Pests and Problems of Turf and Woody Ornamentals 

(choose from Bridgewater, Hathorne, or South Hadley)  

For workshop descriptions, info. on pesticide and association credits, and a printable 
registration form, visit: www.umassgreeninfo.org/upcoming.html 
For additional information, call (413) 545-0895. 

[back to contents] 

 

Greenhouse Seminar Series 

December 2, 2003 - Spring Crops for 2004: New varieties, cultural tips, mixed planters, 
plant nutrition. 
 
January 13, 2004 - *Pesticide & Growth Regulator Applications in Greenhouses: 
Equipment, personal protection equipment and worker protection standards 
 
*Pesticide recertification credit available. 
 
All sessions will be held 10 AM to 3 PM at the UMass Extension Center, Waltham, MA. 
A registration fee of $50 will be charged for individual sessions, $135 discount for 
registering for all three sessions. Companies are allowed to send the same or a different 
employee to each session or any combination totaling three sessions. 
 
For more information contact UMass Extension Floriculture Program: Tina Smith 413-
545-5306 or Paul Lopes 508-295-2212 or visit our website: 
www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture 
 
[back to contents] 

 

Fall Wool Pool Scheduled For November 

The Annual Massachusetts Lamb & Wool Boards' Fall Wool Pool for sheep producers to 
market their wool will be held November 11th and 22nd from 9 AM to 2 PM at the 
Carrabassett Trading Company on 627 Main Street in North Oxford. This location can be 
reached easily off of Routes 290 and 395 by getting on Route 20 west and then Route 12 
combined west,and at fork go left on Route 12. The green mill building is just over one 
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one mile on the right . For info., contact Phil Lindsay at 1-800-282-9665, 
Rhlwool@aol.com, or fax: 617-288-1050. 

[back to contents] 

 

Pesticide Workshop - Worker Protection Standards - "Train the Trainer"  

The Department of Agricultural Resources will be hosting a "Train the Trainer" 
Workshop this winter for all those interested. This workshop is directed specifically to 
individuals who will be training workers and handlers on farms, forests, nurseries, and 
greenhouses, regarding pesticide safety and the Worker Protection Standard 
requirements. If you or anyone you know may be interested in attending this workshop, 
please contact the Department of Agricultural Resources at 617-626-1781. Registration 
information for this course will be mailed at a later date. 

[back to contents] 

 

DAR and Hilltown Community Development Corporation offers "Tilling 
the Soil of Opportunity: A NxLeveL Business Planning Course for Today's 
Agricultural Entrepreneurs" 

DAR and Hilltown CDC will continue its programs designed to support new and 
established agricultural enterprises in the hilltowns by sponsoring a course entitled 
"Tilling the Soil of Opportunity". This 11 session course is designed to assist participants 
improve their farm operations or grow their business, test the viability of adding a new 
enterprise or value-added product, investigate a new marketing approach, or plan for farm 
succession. Participants may be farming full-time or part-time; farming on land they own 
or rent; their business may be established or in the first few years of development. At 
minimum, however, to benefit from this course applicants must have access to a specific 
piece of land and have identified their farm's core enterprises. 
 
The course will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 - 9:00 PM from January 6 
through March 17 2004 at 243 King Street, Northampton, MA. Course enrollment is 
limited to 12 agricultural businesses.  
 
Contact Kate Hayes at 413-577-3442 or khayes@donahue.umassp.edu for more 
information or to receive application materials. 
 
The course is co-sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
(MDAR, formerly MDFA), New England Small Farm Institute (NESFI), Hilltown 
Community Development Corporation (HCDC), Franklin County Community 
Development Corporation (FCCDC), the Franklin/Hampshire Career Center, and the 
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University of Massachusetts Donahue Institute/ Pioneer Valley Enterprise Program 
(PVEP). 

[back to contents] 

 

Eastern Native Seed Conservancy presents the Garlic Society Dinner 

To celebrate and highlight the versatile garlic bulb, the Garlic Society is bringing New 
York to the Berkshires with two chefs devoted to garlic and simple rustic Italian cuisine. 
In Great Barrington at Verdura Restaurant on December 5, Lupa's Mark Ladner comes to 
prowl around the kitchen and team-up with Chef William Webber for a six course feast 
of the senses, naturally for garlic lovers only. 
 
The purpose of the meal is to highlight the diversity of garlic, the need for its 
conservation, and the wonderful contribution that chefs are making to support and 
promote local food. The Garlic Society is an informal gathering of serious garlic lovers at 
occasional meals which serve as fundraisers for the Eastern Native Seed Conservancy's 
food conservation programs. A substantial portion of the price of the meal goes directly 
to this organization. Seating prices are $69 which includes service and tax but does not 
cover the cost of wine or other alcohol purchase. Seatings are by paid reservation only. 
Call the Conservancy at 413-229-8316 or 229-3946 or Verdura Restaurant at 413-528-
8969. 

[back to contents] 

 

New Bioterrorism Rule requires Registration by December 12, 2003 

If there were a bioterrorism event relating to the food supply - prompt communication 
would be essential. FDA needs to be able to determine the location and source of the 
event, and quickly notify affected facilities.  
 
By December 12, 2003, all U.S. entities that manufacture, process, pack or hold food 
must register under the new federal Food Bioterrorism Regulation. The regulation is 
being implemented by the Department of Health and Human Services and the Food and 
Drug Administration.  
 
All Massachusetts farms and businesses involved in producing food, including livestock 
feeds for commercial sales, should review the HHS and FDA information accessible on 
the internet or by calling FDA: 800-216-7331. Registration can be done on-line 
www.access.fda.gov, by FAX or mail. There is no charge for registration. Company 
registration information is not available to the public.  
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The regulation generally exempts farms that are producing raw commodities for sale, 
residential kitchens whether wholesale or retail, restaurants, retail food establishments, 
non-profit food establishments, fishing vessels and meat, egg and poultry facilities 
already regulated by USDA.  
 
Who needs to register: 

 All food companies - there is no small business exemption  
 Farms further processing commodities, for example produce, milk, honey, apples, 

etc.  
 Farm stands who produce their own value-added products and sell wholesale  
 All maple sugarhouses  
 All packing and storage facilities  
 Producers of animal feed and pet foods  

Registration can be done online: www.access.fda.gov which operates 24/7. For paper 
forms - call 877-332-3882 or write FDA, HFS-681, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MA 
20857. FDA strongly encourages online registration that provides an immediate 
confirmation and registration number. Paper registration takes longer. 
 
Information collected through these new rules will not be freely available to the general 
public, regulators or others. There are special provisions to ensure that this information is 
only available to those who have legitimate need relative to bioterrorism and food-borne 
illness. Those who register through this process should not be concerned with this 
information being made widely available. 

[back to contents] 

 

Bioterrorism and Animals: Awareness and Response Workshops 

Because animals may play a significant sentinel function in the event of a bioterrist 
assault, veterinarians are uniquely positioned to take action to protect the public health 
and welfare. MDAR is offering workshops for people who work with or provide care for 
companion animals and/or food producing animals. 
 
These workshops will equip attendees to recognize clinical syndromes that may signal a 
possible bioterrorist event and to respond to it appropriately.  
 
These workshops are free and open to the public, although they are directed to animal 
control officers, animal shelter staff, commercial and backyard farmers, companion 
animal owners, groomers, boarders, horse trainers, and others involved in animal-related 
industries. 
 
The workshops are as follows: 
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November 5 - Lowell City Hall, 8:30 - 10:30am. 
November 6 - Lee Court House, 8:30 - 10:30am. 
November 6 - Greenfield Library, 6 - 8pm. 
November 12 - Northampton City Hall, 8:30 - 10:30am. 
November 12 - Springfield Library, 6 - 8pm. 
November 13 - Taunton City Hall, 8:30 - 10:30am. 
November 13 - Fitchburg Library, 6 - 8pm. 
November 18 - Fitchburg Library, 8:30 - 10:30am. 
November 18 - Falmouth Library, 6 - 8pm. 
November 19 - Fall River Library, 6 - 8pm. 
November 20 - Haverhill Citizen Center, 8:30 - 10:30am. 
November 20 - Stubridge Library, 6 - 8pm. 
November 24 - Danvers Library, 6 - 8pm. 
December 2 - Marlborough Library, 6 - 8pm. 
 
For more information, contact Maxene Armour at 617-626-1812, or at 
maxene.armour@state.ma.us 

[back to contents] 

 

"Making it organic - a Seminar for Food Processors and Growers 

There will be seminar entitled: "Making it organic - a Seminar for Food Processors and 
Growers" to be held in the Greenfield area (exact location to be announced)Wednesday, 
February 11, 2004 from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM.  
 
A panel of experts will outline the key steps to becoming a certified organic processor 
and getting your products to market. Topics will include an overview of the organic 
movement, navigating through the National Organic Program, and marketing organic 
products. Presenters include industry experts and experienced small and medium sized 
processors providing insights into working with the new organic standards. 
 
Confirmed speakers include Holly Givens, Communications Director for the Organic 
Trade Assocation; Bob Burke, Principal, Natural Products Consulting Institute, expert in 
organic product marketing; Don Rosenberg, President, Real Pickles; Frank Carlson, 
Carlson Orchards, organic cidermaker; Don Franczyk, Certification Administrator and 
John Weaver, Purchasing Manager, Fairfield Farm Kitchens, makers of Organic Classics 
and Moosewood brand organic products. 
 
Sponsors include the Massachusetts Independent Certification (Baystate Organic 
Certifiers), Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, Franklin County 
Community Development Corporation - Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center, 
Organic Trade Association, Northeast Institute of Food Technologists, Massachusetts 
Specialty Foods Association, and the Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship. 
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For seminar information and registration, contact Don Franczyk 
dfranczyk@starpower.net (978-297-4171) or Bonita Oehlke 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us (617-626-1753). 

[back to contents] 

 

Food Allergens Seminar 

As a food producer or restaurateur you should be aware there are six to seven million 
people in the U.S. who suffer from serious food allergies, and the number is growing. 
Don't take the risk. Do everything possible to avoid allergens from contaminating your 
product or hiding on your restaurant menu.  
 
Take the first step towards protecting your customer and your business by attending this 
information-packed seminar: Food Allergens: Is Your Company Safe? January 26, 2004, 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Nuestra Culinary Ventures, Boston AND January 27, 2004, 5:30 - 7:30 
pm, Franklin County CDC, Greenfield. 
 
Sponsored by the Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship, Nuestra Culinary 
Ventures, Franklin County CDC, MA Department of Agricultural Resources and MA 
Specialty Foods Association. The program costs $15. For more information: 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us  

[back to contents] 

 

Turnpike Service Areas Invite Farmers to sell during the Holiday Season 

The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority invites Massachusetts farmers to sell their "Made 
in Massachusetts" products this holiday season at all 11 of their service areas along the 
Massachusetts Turnpike. The Holiday program begins December 1 and runs throughout 
the month. Farmers can sell products such as Christmas trees, wreathes, foods and other 
holiday gifts as long as their products don't compete with products sold in the service area 
stores and restaurants. For more information contact David Fenton at 781-431-5192 or 
email at dave.fenton@mta.state.ma.us. Space is available at no charge on a first come, 
first serve basis. 
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SCHOOLS WANT LOCALLY GROWN PRODUCTS! 
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 Five public schools in Massachusetts have been chosen by the Massachusetts School 
Foodservice Association(MSFSA) to participate in their GET FRESH GET LOCAL pilot 
project.  Each of these schools will try to purchase and serve more locally grown 
products in school lunches. 
  
The pilot schools are BELCHERTOWN, HUDSON, MAYNARD, MIDDLEBORO, and 
WORCESTER. 
  
The MSFSA is providing start-up assistance to each of the schools and would like to hear 
from farmers or co-ops that may have interest in selling to schools.  Please contact Kelly 
Erwin at kelerwin@localnet.com or call 413-253-3844.  
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2003/2004 Massachusetts Agriculture Calendars still available 

The calendar, published by Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom, Inc, in 
cooperation with the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, features a 
winning photograph for each month as a result of a photo contest held earlier in the year. 
The winning photos portray local farms and products throughout the seasons. Photos of 
the calendar can be viewed at the website:www.state.ma.us/dfa/events/index.htm 
 
Calendars may be purchased for $10 each ($5 wholesale for orders over 5). Farm 
businesses open throughout the holidays are encouraged to offer them as holiday gifts, 
proceeds benefit Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom, a non-profit organization 
that works with teachers throughout the state in developing classroom materials. Send 
check payable to Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom with your name and 
address to: Calendar, Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom, c/o Debi Hogan, PO 
Box 345, Seekonk, MA 02771, 508-336-4426.  
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2004 UMass Garden Calendar Available Now! 

The theme for this year's UMass Garden Calendar focuses on Garden Questions and 
Answers. The calendar addresses specific garden questions that have been frequently 
asked of Extension staff over the years. Since 1914 when the Cooperative Extension 
Program first began, Extension Agents have been an educational resource to the 
agricultural and horticultural communities. For over 25 years, the UMass Garden 
Calendar has featured avariety of gardening subjects that has provided gardeners with 
information on how to select, grow, harvest, and enjoy trees, shrubs, flowers, vegetables 
and lawns with minimal pesticide usage.  
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Each month, the calendar will feature a garden question and answer accompanied by 
beautiful color photos. As always, the UMass Extension Garden Calendar offers daily 
gardening tips such as when to plant peas, how to manage grubs, 2004 Flower Show 
dates, sunrise/sunset times, and phases of the moon as well as beautiful color photos and 
information on garden pests and management strategies.  
 
To order, send $11 payable to UMass, to UMass Extension Bookstore, Draper Hall, 40 
Campus Center Way, Amherst, MA 01003-9244. Bulk orders are available for orders of 
10 or more to one address: 10-50 copies ($7 each), more than 50 copies ($6 each), plus 
shipping and handling. For an order form or more information go to 
www.UMassGreenInfo.org or call (413) 545-0895. 
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CISA - Community Involved for Sustaining Agriculture - has moved to 
Deerfield 

CISA - Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture has moved their office to a bigger 
office. 
 
New contact information:  
CISA 
One Sugarloaf Street 
South Deerfield, MA 01373 
Tel: 413-665-7100 
Fax: 413-665-7101 
www.BuyLocalFood.com 
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NEWS FROM USDA 

SECRETARY VENEMAN AWARDS $4.6 MILLION IN GRANTS TO COMMUNITY 
FOOD PROJECTS - To help commemorate World Food Day, Agriculture Secretary Ann 
M. Veneman announced on October 16th that 28 grants totaling more than $4.6 million 
have been awarded as part of USDA's Community Food Projects Competitive Grants 
Program.  
 
"The Bush Administration is committed to helping all Americans have access to a healthy 
and nutritious food supply," said Veneman. "These grants invest in innovative 
community-based projects that that will also provide access to nutritious food for those in 
need." 
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The Community Food Projects awards, made to non-profit organizations in 20 states, will 
bolster local efforts to meet the food needs of low-income people, increase the self-
reliance of communities to meet their own food needs, and promote comprehensive 
responses to local food, farm, and nutrition issues. Grants awarded to Massachusetts are: 
 
Community Teamwork, Lowell, $175,000. This project will follow-up on a previous 
grant for training of immigrant farmers by establishing a marketing cooperative to aid the 
farmers in finding viable outlets for their produce and specialty crops. 
 
Red Tomato, Canton, $150,000. This project will offer a channel for locally-grown fruits 
and vegetables to reach commercial distribution networks in places where low-income 
people shop by working with farmers and a large regional supermarket chain. 
 
Seeds of Solidarity Education Fund, Orange, $160,000. This project will teach low-
income teenagers to grow food in school-based gardens that emphasize season extenders, 
encourage these schools to source 20 percent of their produce from local farms, and 
facilitate small farmers in becoming mentors to schools.  
 
For more information on this program, please see website: 
http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2003/10/0358.htm 
USDA News oc.news@usda.gov, 202 720-9035 

[back to contents] 

 

Three Massachusetts Counties Eligible for FSA Emergency Funds 

President Bush declared a Major Disaster Declaration in specific counties located in New 
York, Vermont, and New Hampshire based on damages and losses caused by severe 
storms, flooding and tornadoes, that occurred during July 21 through August 18, 2003. 
As a result of this natural disaster, counties in these states were declared eligible for 
Federal disaster assistance including Farm Service Agency (FSA) and emergency (EM) 
loans of eligible farmers.  
 
Also, in accordance with section 321 (a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act, counties in adjacent states that are contiguous to one or more of the 
primary state's counties will be named as contiguous counties where eligible family 
farmers may qualify for FSA EM Loan assistance whose operations had physical and 
production losses.  
 
The three Massachusetts counties affected are Berkshire, Franklin, and Worcester 
counties. Please contact the county FSA office for more information including deadlines 
for processing applications. 
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Berkshire County: (413) 443-1776 
Franklin County: (413) 772-0384 
Worcester County: (508) 829-4477 
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IN EVERY ISSUE 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 FOR SALE: 3 Roosters, one pure Barred Rock, 2 Barred Rock x White Leghorn. 
Hatched June 2003. Fairly tame. $3 ea. $8 for all 3. Beth at 508-842-2588 or 
email: guldann@ix.netcom.com  

 FOR SALE: Mowers - 4 complete Roof VP 75 mowers, 26" wheels, 8 HP 
engines: extras: 1 drive unit, 2 30" decks, wheels and other parts $1795.00 takes 
all 1-413-528-0050 or treefarm@bcn.net  

 FOR SALE: Athens 10 foot disk harrow. Great condition. $3,000 or best offer. 
Call Andrew at 978-836-8687.  

 Berkshire Grown seeks an Office Manager. Highly organized, strong 
clerical/computer skills, ability to manage projects/publications. Interest in 
agriculture and community organizing a plus. Extremely helpful skills: MAC and 
FileMaker Pro literacy, proofreading. 25 a week to start. Call Amy at 413 528 
0041.  

 Wanted: 7 foot disk harrow. Call Andrew at 978-836-8687.  
 Wanted: Manure spreader to be used with 40 hp JD 2040. Call Andrew at 978-

863-8687.  
 Wanted: Closeable, stackable, plastic harvest bins. Call Andrew at 978-836-8687.  

How to Place a Classified Ad 

Classified ads are accepted free-of charge on a first-come basis. Limit: 25 words. Be sure to 
include a phone number. No display ads will be accepted. Only one ad per business/individual 
per issue, unless space permits. Ads may run in consecutive issues, space permitting. Ads must 
be of interest to Massachusetts farmers. The Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resources reserves the 
right to refuse any listing it deems inappropriate for publication. 

E-mail, fax or mail ads to: Farm & Market Report, Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resources, 251 
Causeway Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114, 617-626-1750 fax: 617-626-1850, e-mail: 
Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us 
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CALENDAR 
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 November 11th and 22nd - The Annual Massachusetts Lamb & Wool Boards' 
Fall Wool Pool at the Carrabassett Trading Company in North Oxford. For more 
information, contact Phil Lindsay at 1-800-282-9665 or Rhlwool@aol.com.  

 November 14 and 15 - 3rd Annual "The Soul of Agriculture: New Movements 
in New England Food and Farming" and NESAWG's Annual Resource 
Harvest at the Northeast Regional Conference, University of N.H., Durham, N.H. 
Join farmers and agricultural organizations, faith communities and educators, 
non-governmental organizations and policy makers, natural food stores and 
restaurants, university and school food services, and dieticians to explore new 
movements in New England food and farming and enjoy locally-grown food. 
Visit www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/fas/soul_agri/index.html or call 603-862-4088.  

 December 2 - Greenhouse seminar - 2003 Spring Crops for 2004: New 
varieties, cultural tips, mixed planters, plant nutrition. 10 AM to 3 PM at the 
UMass Extension Center, Waltham, MA. Registration fee $50. For more 
information, contact Tina Smith 413-545-5306, or Paul Lopes 508-295-2212, or 
visit our website: www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture  

 December 4th and 5th - Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation Annual 
Meeting to be held at the Radisson Plymouth Harbour. For more info., contact: 
(508) 881-4766 or at www.massfarmbureau.com  

 December 5th - Garlic Society Dinner at Verdura Restaurant, Great Barrington. 
For more information, contact the Eastern Native Seed Conservancy at (413) 229-
8316 or the Verdura Restaurant at (413) 528-8969.  

 December 11th - Annual Massachusetts State House Tree Lighting Ceremony 
and Reception. Reception showcases Massachusetts products to audience of 
approximately 400. Please contact Bonita Oehlke at (617) 626-1753 or 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us if you are interested in participating.  

 December 16, 17 & 18 - New England Vegetable and Berry Conference to be 
held at The Center of New Hampshire Holiday Inn in Manchester, NH. 
Conference registration $50 by December 5th and late registration additional 
charge of $10. For more information contact Sonia Schloemann (413) 545-4347 
or go to the website: www.nevbc.org .  

 January 26th - "Food Allergens: Is Your Company Safe?" Seminar to be held 
at the Nuestra Culinary Ventures, Boston from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. For more 
information, contact Bonita Oehlke at (617) 626-1753 or email: 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us.  

 January 27th - "Food Allergens: Is Your Company Safe?" Seminar to be held 
at the Franklin County CDC, Greenfield. For more information, contact Bonita 
Oehlke at (617) 626-1753 or email: bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us.  
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About the Farm & Market Report 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Mitt Romney, Governor 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Ellen Roy Herzfelder, Secretary 
Department of Agricultural Resources, Douglas P. Gillespie, Commissioner 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114 
617-626-1700, fax 617-626-1850 
www.Mass.gov/AGR 

 Kent Lage, Assistant Commissioner and Chief of Staff, Kent.Lage@state.ma.us 
 Mary Jordan, Director of Agricultural Development, Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us 
 Richard Hubbard, Chief, Bureau of Land Use, Richard.Hubbard@state.ma.us 
 Steven Quinn, Chief, Bureau of Fairs, Steven.Quinn@state.ma.us 
 James Hines, Director of Dairy Services and Animal Health, James.Hines@state.ma.us 
 Dr. David Sherman, Chief, Bureau of Animal Health, David.Sherman@state.ma.us 
 Brad Mitchell, Director of Regulatory Services, Brad.Mitchell@state.ma.us 
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