
HOUSE No. 1485
Bill accompanying the petition of James Tracy Potter and others for

the establishment of a military training commission. Military Affairs.
January 19.

AN ACT
In Relation to a Military Training Commission and to

Military and Disciplinary Training and making an Appro-
priation therefor.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A military training commission for the state
2 is hereby established composed of the adjutant general,
3 ex officio, who shall be chairman of the commission, and
4 two members to be appointed by the governor. The
5 appointed members shall hold office for terms of four
6 years.
7 The commission shall meet at such places within the
8 state at such stated times as it determines, and other meet-

-9 ings shall be held at the call of the chairman or of a ma-
-10 jority of the members of the commission at a time and
11 place stated in the call.

Cjbe Commontoealt!) of S©assacjnioetto.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.



MILITARY TRAINING COMMISSION. [Jan.2

12 The commissioners shall not receive any compensation
13 for their services as such, but they shall be paid their
14 traveling expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the
15 performance of their duties as commissioners.
16 The commission may appoint and at pleasure remove
17 an inspector of physical and military training at a salary
18 not exceeding three thousand dollars a year, and other
19 assistants and clerks and employees at salaries to be fixed
20 by the commission.
21 The commission shall make an annual report to the
22 governor containing a summary of the business transacted
23 with a statement in detail of its expenditures.

1 Section 2. (1) The military training commission shall
2 advise and confer with the state board of education as to
3 the courses of instruction in physical training to be pre-
-4 scribed for elementary and secondary schools.
5 In order to more thoroughly and comprehensively pre-
-6 pare the boys of the elementary and secondary schools for
7 the duties and obligations of citizenship, it shall also be
8 the duty of the military training commission to recom-
-9 mend from time to time to the state bo: rd of education
10 the establishment in such schools, of habits, customs and
11 methods best adapted to develop correct physical posture
12 and bearing, mental and physical alertness, self-control,
13 disciplined initiative, sense of duty and the spirit of co-
-14 operation under leadership.
15 (2) After the first day of September, nineteen hundred
16 and seventeen, all boys above the age of sixteen years and
17 not over the age of nineteen years, except boys exempted
18 by the commission, shall be given such military training as
19 the commission may prescribe for periods aggregating not
20 more than three hours in each week during the school or
21 college year, in the case of boys who are pupils in public
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22 or private schools or colleges, and for periods not exceed-
-23 ing those above stated between September first and the
24 fifteenth day of June next ensuing in the case of boys who
25 are not pupils; but any boy who is regularly and law-
-26 fully employed in any occupation for a livelihood shall not
27 be required to take such training unless he volunteers and
28 is accepted therefor. Such training periods, in the case of
29 pupils in such schools and colleges, shall be in addition to
30 prescribed periods of other instruction therein and out-
-31 side the time assigned therefor. Such training shall be
32 conducted under the supervision of the military training
33 commission by such male teachers, physical and military
34 instructors of schools and colleges as may be assigned by
35 the boards of education, school boards, or trustees of such
36 schools or governing bodies of such colleges and accepted
37 by the commission, and by officers and enlisted men of
38 the national guard of Massachusetts and naval militia of
39 Massachusetts detailed for that purpose by the adjutant
40 general, or such officers and enlisted men of the United
41 States army as may be available. The officers and en-
-42 listed men of the national guard and naval militia so
43 detailed shall, while in the actual performance of the
44 duties of the detail, receive such percentage of the pay
45 authorized by this chapter for officers and enlisted men of
46 the national guard and naval militia of their respective
47 grades and length of service as may from time to time be
48 fixed by the commission. Teachers and instructors as-
-49 signed from schools and colleges shall be paid such com-
-50 pensation as the commission may determine out of
51 moneys appropriated for carrying out the provisions of
52 this article.

1 Section 3. Within the limit of appropriations therefor
2 the commission shall establish and maintain state military
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3 camps of instruction for field training of boys who are
4 physically fit and above the age of sixteen years, and not
5 over the age of nineteen years and who are accepted
6 therefor by the commission. In determining the persons
7 to receive such field training where moneys available are
8 not sufficient to provide for all, preference shall be given
9 in the following order unless otherwise provided by law;

10 (1) To male pupils in attendance during the preceding
11 school year in secondary schools; (2) the other boys above
12 specified. The camps shall be located in such places
13 throughout the state as the commission may determine.
14 Any society, organization or association having a fair
15 ground and entitled to an apportionment of state funds
16 under authority of the agricultural law, shall, upon the re-
-17 quest of the commission, allow the use of its grounds, or
18 part thereof, for any such camp, when the grounds are
19 not needed for its own purposes, unless previously leased
20 to other parties; and if any such society, association or or-
-21 ganization shall refuse to allow the use of its grounds as
22 above provided, the moneys otherwise due to it under
23 such law shall be withheld each year in which such refusal
24 occurs. Such field training shall be given annually, dur-
-25 ing the summer months, and shall for each detachment of
26 boys cover a period of not less than two nor more than
27 four weeks, as the commission may determine. Such
28 camps and the training and discipline thereat shall be
29 under the direction and charge of the adjutant general,
30 subject to the supervision of the commission. The adju-
-31 tant general shall detail for service at such camps, such
32 numbers of officers and enlisted men of the national guard
33 and naval militia as may be required by the commission.
34 Such officers and enlisted men during such detail shall
35 receive pay, subsistence and transportation as authorized
36 in this chapter and the regulations issued thereunder for
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37 officers and enlisted men of their grades and length of
38 service on duty under orders of the adjutant general.

1 Section 4. The commission in addition to the powers
2 elsewhere in this article conferred on it shall have power
3 to
4 1. Provide for the observation and inspection of the
5 work and methods prescribed under the provisions of this
6 article or under the provisions of the education law relat-
-7 ing to instruction in physical training prescribed after con-
-8 ference with the commission.
9 2. Prescribe the powers and duties of the inspector of

10 physical and military training.
11 3. Regulate the duties of clerical and other assistants
12 and employees of the commission.
13 4. Prescribe rules and regulations for complusory at-
-14 tendance during the periods of military training provided
15 in this article.
16 5. Regulate individual exemptions from prescribed mill
17 tary training.
18 6. Maintain, and co-operate with the schools and col-
-19 leges in the state or the federal authorities in maintaining
20 courses of instruction for male teachers and physical in-
-21 structors and others who volunteer and are accepted by
22 the commission.
23 7. Make regulations and rules for fully carrying into

24 effect the provisions of this article.

1 Section 5. The authorities in charge of armories may,
2 upon application of the military training commission,
3 allow the use of any armory of the national guard and
4 naval militia for the conduct of military drills provided
5 for by this article, and may authorize the temporary use

6 by boys for whom military instruction is provided as pre-
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7 scribed in this article, for the purpose of such drills, of
8 arms and other equipment of the national guard and naval
9 militia, belonging to the state, not then required for the

10 use of the national guard or naval militia, and of arms
11 and other equipment which may have been rendered obso-

-12 lete and unserviceable, and which may be retained and
13 issued for such purpose, under such rules and regulations
14 as the proper military authorities may prescribe. The
15 military authorities of the state are authorized and em-
-16 powered to loan to the military training commission such
17 military property as may be necessary in the organization
18 and maintenance of field training camps, and to carry out
19 the provisions of this article.

1 Section 6. The school authorities throughout the state
2 are authorized to permit the use of school buildings and
3 school grounds for the purpose of carrying out the pro-
-4 visions of this article.

1 Section 7. The expenditures authorized to be made by
2 this article to officers and enlisted men of the national
3 guard and naval militia detailed as therein authorized
4 shall be paid from funds appropriated to carry out the
5 provisions of this article.

1 Section 8. The sum of dollars, or so much
2 thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to
3 carry out the provisions of this act, which sum shall be
4 expended under the direction of the military training
5 commission for its expenses, the salaries of assistants,
6 clerical hire, pay and expenses of detailed officers and en-
-7 listed men of the national guard and naval militia, com-
-8 pensation of teachers and instructors assigned from schools



1917.] HOUSE —No. 1485. 7

9 and colleges for conducting military training, and the
10 cost of maintaining military training camps.

1 Section 9. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
2 the provisions of this act are repealed.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect immediately
2 upon its passage.




