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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON W ATER
WAYS AND PUBLIC LANDS RELATIVE TO AC
QUIRING LAND IN  THE TOWN OF GAY HEAD 
FOR A STATE RESERVATION.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives, State Home, Boston.
The Commission on Waterways and Public Lands, as suc

cessors to the powers and duties of the Board of Harbor and 
Land Commissioners, submits this report and the accompany
ing plan1 in pursuance of the provisions of chapter 76 of the 
Resolves of 1916, as follows: —

Resolved, That the board of harbor and land commissioners is hereby 
authorized to make surveys, examinations and estimates in order to deter
mine the probable cost of acquiring an area of about one hundred acres 
of land situated in the town of Gay Head and suitable for a state reserva
tion, and to report thereon to the general court on or before the sixteenth 
day of January in the year nineteen hundred and seventeen. To pay 
the cost of such survey and examination the board may expend a sum 
not exceeding five hundred dollars; and the said board and its employees 
may enter upon land within this commonwealth when it may be neces
sary to do so for the purposes of this resolve, and may erect works, sta
tions, buildings and appurtenances requisite for that purpose, but without 
doing unnecessary injury. Any damage suffered by the carrying out 
of this resolve may be adjusted in the manner provided by sections ten, 
eleven and twelve of chapter one of the Revised Laws.

The town of Gay Head is at the westerly end of the island 
of Marthas Vineyard in Dukes County and adjoins the town 
of Chilmark. The early history of this territory is highly in-

1 Copy of plan submitted but not printed.
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teresting, and numerous reports have been made by committees 
of the General Court, special commissions and commissioners 
charged with the duty of investigating the conditions of the 
Indians at Gay Head, examination of boundaries, allotting and 
dividing the lands of the Indians, and for other purposes. Con
tained herein are some of the important and interesting facts 
relating to the district of Gay Head, ownership of lands, the 
Indians, population, and other matters which have been ex
haustively discussed in these reports, and which have a bearing 
on or relate to the subject matter of the foregoing resolve.

Early accounts state that when Gosnold visited the most 
westerly coast of Marthas Vineyard in 1602, he called it Dover 
Cliffs, owing to its resemblance to the famous white chalk 
cliffs at Dover on the English channel. At a later date it was 
called Gay Head.

Lyell, the eminent geologist, said of this remarkable head
land —

*

. . . The highly inclined tertiary strata are gayly colored, some con
sisting of light red clays, others of white, yellow and green sand, and 
some of black lignite. They have been compared by Professor Hitch
cock to the tertiary beds of Alum Bay, in the Isle of Wight, which they 
resemble in appearance, though not in age. . . . Their entire thickness 
must be very great, exceeding 2,000 feet. The clays predominate over 
the sands. In the black beds containing lignites, coniferous wood is 
abundant, and amber is said to have been found. . . . Near the light
house there is a great fold in the beds, where they are so bent as to have 
twice a northeasterly and once a southwesterly dip. . . .

Up to 1703 more or less friction developed between the 
Indians and the whites of Chilmark over questions relating to 
land grants and other matters, and in that year the General 
Court appointed a committee to investigate the conditions of 
the Indians.

The Indian reservation was still an undivided tract in 1800. 
By an act passed June 25, 1811, the Governor was authorized 
to appoint “ three proper persons to be guardians to the Indian, 
mulatto and negro proprietors of Gay Head,”  and who were 
“ empowered to take into their possession the lands of said 
Indians, the mulattos and negroes and allot to the several 
Indian, mulatto and negro proprietors of said lands such parts
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of said lands as shall be sufficient for their particular improve
ment from time to time.”

Among the various reports made to the General Court 
may be cited particularly one by commissioners appointed by 
Governor Briggs under a resolve of the Legislature of May 10, 
1848. This report stated that the Gay Head tribe occupied the 
peninsula forming the extreme western part of the Vineyard, 
the whole territory comprising 2,400 acres, of which 500 acres 
were owned in several tv, and 1,900 acres held in common, the 

t v 1’ whole number of the tribe being 174; that each family, the 
entire number at that time being 38, had appropriated lands 
varying in extent from one-half an acre to 100 acres, and 
valued with improvements at their own estimates at from 
$100 to $1,500 each; that the territory was composed of every 
variety of soil, a portion of the land being capable under good 
culture of producing abundant harvests; and that the legal 
condition of the tribe at that time was anomalous. It further 
appears from this report that none of the lands at that time 
were held by any title depending for its validity upon statute 
law, and that the rule had been that any individual could at 
any time appropriate to his own use such portion of the un
improved common land as he wished, and as soon as he en
closed it with a fence it belonged to him and his heirs forever.

In 1848 about 80 tons of material from the cliffs were sold. 
The usual amount annually sold was from 150 to 300 tons, at 
prices ranging from $2.75 to $3 per ton. At that date the 
committee could not see that legislation would do anything 
immediately and directly to improve the condition of the 
Indians at this place.

Under a resolve of the General Court, approved March 9, 
1855, three commissioners were appointed by the Governor to 
establish the boundary line between the Indian lands at Gay 
Head and the lands of the white inhabitants of Chilmark, and 

4§t by chapter 204 of the Acts of 1856, the line as described in the 
report of the commissioners was established. By chapter 71 of 
the Resolves of the same year, $250 was appropriated by the 
Legislature for building part of the boundary line fence between 
Chilmark and Gay Head; also $150 for planting beach grass 
upon the south beach in the territory of the Indians.
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A report of John Milton Earle, commissioner, made to the 
Governor and Council concerning the Indians of the Common
wealth, under an act passed April 6, 1859, contains much in
formation of interest, stating that at this date about 450 acres 
of land in Gay Head were held in severalty and were fenced and 
occupied by the several owners, the remainder of the lands 
being held by the tribe in common, the whole population includ
ing a few who were recognized as having rights as members of 
the tribe of Gay Head Indians. Among the sources of income 
were mentioned cranberry bogs and clay, both public property. §  
It appears, however, that at about this period sales of clay at 
Gay Head had ceased, as there were beds of clay of the same 
kind in Chilmark, and there the proprietors, who were able to 
deliver it on board vessels at a price which would not yield to 
the people of Gay Head ordinary day wages, had practically 
monopolized the business.

The people of Gay Head at this period were described as a 
mixture of the red, white and black races, having an infusion of the 
blood of the South, as well as of the Portuguese and Dutch, as 
the names of Randolph, Madison, Corsia, Sylvia, and Vander- 
hoop indicate.

The question of the division of the lands has been many 
times agitated, but at this period the friends of the Indians and 
those acquainted with the circumstances of the case concurred 
in the belief that the relations of the tribe at that time to the 
rest of the community and the State should remain unchanged.

In speaking of legislation on the behalf of these Indians, this 
report sets forth: —

The Indian traditional law so far has worked well and seems adapted 
to the condition and wants of the tribe, but its success has resulted from 
the general acquiescence in its administration, there being no legal au
thority by which its provisions may be enforced or its results guaranteed. 
The rights, therefore, which have been acquired under it from generation 
to generation are insecure and whenever disputes arise which lead to 
litigation, or whenever disaffected or unprincipled individuals may be 
disposed to take advantage of this anomalous state of tilings for their 
own benefit or for the injury of others, much difficulty and embarrass
ment may ensue, with possibly great wrong to innocent and deserving 
parties. The sanction of the law ought, therefore, to be at once extended 
to the rights thus obtained in good faith.
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The matter of adjustment of land titles was provided for by 
the passage of chapter 42 of the Resolves of 1863, authorizing 
an examination and final determination of all boundary lines 
between the individual owners of land located in the Indian 
district of Gay Head in the county of Dukes County, and also a de
termination of the boundary line between the common lands of said 
district and the individual owners adjoining said common lands.

Chapter 67 of the Resolves of 1866 provided that the report 
of Hon. Charles Marston, appointed as commissioner to ex- 

w ' amine and finally to determine the boundary lines of certain 
lands in the Indian district at Gay Head under chapter 42 of 
the Resolves of 1863, communicated by message of the Gov
ernor as to certain titles in said report described, be confirmed, 
and the Secretary of the Commonwealth was directed to cause 
the book of titles prepared by said commissioner to be deposited 
in the registry of deeds in Dukes County, and to be also re

corded in said registry, and provided that the said book and 
the record of the same shall be held to be conclusive evidence 
of the title of the persons therein named to the premises therein 
described.

This resolve further provided that the Governor might ap
point some suitable person to complete the examination and 
determination of the questions of title not passed upon by Mr. 
Marston and to make report to the Governor and Council; 
that the report of the commissioner made to the Governor and 
Council be deposited by the Secretary of the Commonwealth in 
the registry of deeds for the county of Dukes County, and that 
copies of such record, properly certified, should be admitted as 
evidence of such titles in any court.

Mr. Marston found that the lands were held at this time 
substantially as reported by the commissioners appointed by 
Governor Briggs in 1848, and that there were in addition to the 
common lands 173 fenced and improved lots. These he at- 

4| tempted to describe, but illness intervened and the work was 
subsequently taken up by Richard L. Pease, who carefully sur
veyed and numbered them and made his report to the Governor 
and Council.

• This report was transmitted to the Legislature in 1871.
In the meantime the Legislature of 1869, by chapter 103 of
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the Resolves of that year, authorized a recess committee to 
visit and report upon the condition of the Indians, and by 
chapter 213 of the Acts of 1870, which follows, the town of 
Gay Head was incorporated: —

Section 1. The district of Gay Head is hereby abolished, and the 
territory comprised therein is hereby incorporated into a town by the 
name of Gay Head. And said town of Gay Head is hereby invested with 
all the powers, privileges, rights and immunities, and subject to all the 
duties and requisitions to which other towns are entitled and subject 
by the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.

Section 2. All common lands, common funds, and all fishing and 
other rights held by the district of Gay Head are hereby transferred to 
the town of Gay Head, and shall be owned and enjoyed as like property 
and rights of other towns are owned and enjoyed.

Section 3. Any justice of the peace of the county of Dukes-county, 
may issue his warrant directed to any principal inhabitant of the town of 
Gay Head, requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof 
qualified to vote in district affairs, to meet at the time and place therein 
appointed, for the purpose of choosing all such town officers as towns 
are by law authorized and required to choose at their annual meetings, 
and said warrant shall be served by publishing a copy of the same in 
some newspaper printed in the county of Dukes-county and by posting 
up copies thereof attested by the person to whom the same is directed, 
in three public places in said town, seven days at least before such time 
of meeting. Such justice, or in his absence such principal inhabitant, 
shall preside until the choice of a moderator in said meeting. At such 
meeting all inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in district affairs 
may vote, and no checklist shall be required for any purpose.

Section 4. The said town shall be and form a part of the same 
representative, senatorial, councillor and congressional district as the 
town of Chilmark until legally changed.

Section 5. The county commissioners of Dukes-county, shall as 
soon as may be after the passage of this act, proceed to lay out and con
struct a road from the line of Chilmark and Gay Head to the lighthouse 
on Gay Head, and may appropriate such sum from the funds of the 
county as may be necessary to defray the expense of the same; and the 
sum actually expended for that purpose shall be reimbursed from the 
treasury of the Commonwealth: provided, the same shall not exceed 
the sum of five thousand dollars.

S e c t i o n  6. The judge of probate of the county of Dukes-county, 
upon the application of the selectmen of Gay Head, or of any ten resident 
owners of land therein, after such notice as the judge may direct to all 
parties interested and a hearing on the same, if he shall adjudge that it 
is for the interest of said parties that any or all of the common lands of 
said town be divided, shall appoint two discreet, disinterested persons 
commissioners to make partition of the same, and their award, being
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confirmed by said court, shall be final in the premises; but if he shall 
adjudge that it is for the interest of said parties that the same, or a part 
of the same, be sold, he shall direct the said commissioners, after they 
shall have given such bonds as the court may require, to proceed to sell 
any or all of said lands, and to pay the proceeds thereof to the treasurer 
of said town; and the said judge of probate shall direct the said com
missioners to examine and define the boundaries of the lands rightfully 
held by individual owners, and to properly describe and set forth the 
same in writing, and the title and boundaries thus set forth and described, 
being approved by the court, shall be final in the premises; and the same, 
together with all deeds of partition, division or sale made by such com
missioners shall be recorded in the registry of deeds in the county, and the 
expenses of said commissioners, including the cost of recording said 
deeds, the same being approved by the judge of probate, shall be paid 
out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, the same being also approved 
by the governor and council; and the governor is hereby authorized to 
draw his warrant accordingly. Any person aggrieved by any order, 
decree or denial of the judge of probate under this act, shall have the same 
right of appeal, under the same rules and regulations as provided for 
in chapter one hundred and seventeen of the General Statutes: provided, 
that the attested copies and notices required to be given by said chapter 
shall be served upon such parties as the judge of probate shall direct.

S e c t i o n  7. All sums of money payable to the selectmen or treasurer 
of the district of Gay Head, under chapter thirty-six of the General 
Statutes, for the support of schools, shall hereafter be paid to the treas
urer of the town of Gay Head, to be expended in accordance with section 
four of said chapter. This section shall continue in force for five years.

S e c t i o n  8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. Approved 
April SO, 1870.

In pursuance of the provisions of section 6 of the aforesaid 
act a plan, showing a division of the common and undivided 
lands of Gay Head as allotted among all the inhabitants of the 
town adjudged entitled thereto, was prepared by John H. 
Mullin, civil engineer, under the direction of Joseph T. Pease 
and Richard L. Pease, commissioners appointed under the act. 
The commissioners also made descriptions and assignments of all 
of the lots, and also examined and defined the boundaries of 
those lots held or claimed by individuals in cases where no 
satisfactory record evidence of ownership existed. The cran
berry lands and clay lands in the cliffs were left undivided in 
accordance with the desire of the inhabitants, especially as the 
cliffs were continually being changed by the action of the ele
ments.
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The lots as defined and described by the commissioners were 
allotted by a drawing.

The report of the commissioners with the accompanying plan, 
was approved by the probate court at Edgartown, Dec. 22, 
1878, and is on file in that court.

This plan proved unsatisfactory to the assessors of Gay Head, 
as it did not include the 173 lots previously fenced and im
proved. They appointed William S. Swift, a surveyor from Vine
yard Haven, to prepare a complete plan, which he did by tracing 
the one made by Mullin, and plotting thereon the 173 lots 
from the descriptions by Richard L. Pease in his report to the 
Governor and Council in 1871.

The accompanying plan, prepared by W. F. Williams, en
gineer for the Commission, from surveys, covers an area some
what in excess of 100 acres, exclusive of the holdings of the 
Federal government, at and near the cliffs, and shows the 
various topographical features, as well as the State highway. 
Lying westerly of the 100-acre line, important details of this 
plan are: —

I

Length of sea frontage measured on the mean high-water line 6,000 
feet, or 11 miles, as compared with a total frontage of the entire 
town of about 71 miles.

Length of top line of the cliffs 6,958 feet.
Length of bottom line of the cliffs 6,333 feet.
Elevations above the plane of reference, which is 5 feet below mean 

high water, and which were taken along the top line of the cliffs, 
are as follows: -—

Beginning near the northerly end of the 100-acre line, 30 feet.
Near the United States Life Saving Station, 120 feet.
At a point about four hundred feet southwesterly from the south

westerly corner of the United States Lighthouse property, 146 feet.
Near the southerly end of the 100-acre line, 47 feet.

The various lots shown on this plan, their boundaries and 
numbers, are located with reference to descriptions embodied 
in records of the division and allotment by Richard L. Pease, 
commissioner, in 1871, and as shown on plan prepared by 
William S. Swift and previously referred to in this report. 
The parts of the lots which bound on the cliffs, as shown on 
the accompanying plan, are not necessarily indicative of the
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exact location of the top line of the cliffs at the time of the 
division of the lands, as considerable recession of the cliffs has 
taken place since that time. In the opinion of the keeper of the 
light at Gay Head, expressed in November, 1916, the top line 
of the cliffs has receded in places 100 feet during the last thirty 
years. This opinion is at variance with that of Edwin D. 
Yanderhoop, who has lived for many years at Gay Head, who 
considers that the line of the cliffs has receded generally about 
10 feet in the last twenty years.

At the date of the survey there were 16 buildings on the 
territory west of the 100-acre line, of which 5 were dwelling 
houses.

The tract under consideration is bare of trees and of a general 
undulating character.

On Nov. 22, 1916, the Commission made an examination 
of the territory at and near the cliffs, and held a public hearing 
at Gay Head. The resolve, under which the Commission was 
proceeding, was set forth, and the plan prepared by the en
gineer was exhibited and explained. Among those in attend
ance, in addition to Benjamin G. Collins, member of the House 
and a representative from this district, was Edwin D. Vander- 
hoop, a member of the House in the Legislature of 1888, who 
voiced in substance the views of various citizens of the town, 
although he stated that he was not authorized formally 
to speak for the community, and made an earnest plea 
for the exemption of his small holding from any taking if 
such should be extended back from the cliffs to the 100-acre 
line. It appeared that the views of a majority of those who also 
spoke were in favor of limiting the area of any reservation 
which should be provided to a tract lying westerly or seaward 
of a line about 200 feet inside of and easterly of the top line 
of the cliffs, which would amount to considerably less than the 
100 acres named in the resolve; that the reservation of the 
cliffs and certain upland would not be objected to, provided the 
State would pay a just and equitable sum for the territory 
acquired; and that due consideration be given to the fact that 
the town has received in past years an annual income of ap
proximately $400 from the sale of the material composing the 
cliffs.
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In response to questions by the Commission various parties 
named $100,000 as the value of the cliffs, and as the amount 
which they thought should be paid for the property necessary 
to establish a public reservation.

The Commission is of the opinion that a tract of land con
taining either 100 acres or less covered by the survey and 
plan herewith, lends itself admirably to the purposes of a State 
reservation. The cliffs are a most attractive and unique feature 
largely by reason of their rare beauty, and also owing to their 
value and associations from a scientific and historical stand
point. This section of the town, bounded to a great extent by 
the open sea and Vineyard Sound, together with its elevation, is 
a most desirable one for use by the public. The building of a 
State highway connecting this territory with Vineyard Haven 
and other points has been a large factor in attracting to the 
locality many persons seeking pleasure and recreation in this 
and various other parts of the Vineyard. There are two res
taurants near the lighthouse site, catering to the wants of 
visitors, and the lighthouse itself is a feature of interest. As 
evidence of the attractiveness of this section in the summer 
season, 150 automobiles were counted on the property at one 
time on a Sunday during August of last year.

The preparation of an estimate of the probable cost of ac
quiring the land for a reservation involves careful consideration 
of all the circumstances and, in many respects, of the unusual 
conditions surrounding title to these lands, as well as of the 
benefits which have accrued to this community from sales of 
material from the cliffs.

The record of the town authorities as to the assessed valua
tion of certain property within the 100-acre tract, appears in 
the following table: —•
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Table of the Assessed Value of Land near the Cliffs at Gay Head, as of 
1916, made up from the Assessors’ Books of the Town of Gay Head.

[The lot numbers are on the accompanying plan.]

Lot
Number.

Area,
Acres.

Assessed
Value. Party assessed. Remarks.

38 ii9. 820 Horatio N. Pease, Oak Bluffs.

39 lino 15 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.

40 .70 5 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.

41 .90 10 Gay Head Fire and Brick Com-
pany, Fall River.

42 1.70 30 Gay Head Fire and Brick Com-
pany, Fall River.

43 .40 5 Horatio N. Pease, Oak Bluffs.

44 2.50 15 Heirs of John Divine, Gay Head.
151 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.

45 2.20 202 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.
5 Heirs of John Divine, Gay Head.

46 .40 5 Horatio N. Pease, Oak Bluffs.

47 2.02 - United States Lighthouse lot.

483 51H* 10 Francis Manning. 2 acres of Lot 48.

50 New Bedford, Marthas Vineyard 1 acre of Lot 48.
& Nantucket Steamboat Com
pany.

170 Simon J. Divine, Gay Head. 34 acres of Lot 48.

15 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford. 1 acre of Lot 48.

60 Heirs of John R. Vanderhoop of 12 acres of Lot 48.
Gay Head.

49 m 15 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.

50 H 5 Chas. W. Vanderhoop Company, Assessed valuation of build-
Gay Head. ings: restaurant, $300; 

house, $15; stable, $50.
51 4.90 25 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford. Hotel, $3,500; garage, 820; 

2 out-buildings, $20.
223 .41 - Horatio N. Pease, Oak Bluffs.
188 3.50 45 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.

728 3 X 25 Margaret P. Gough, Oak Bluffs.

729 4.00 20 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.
730 3.45 20 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.
731

732

3.60 20 E. D. Vanderhoop, Gay Head. Assessed valuation of build
ings: house, $500; barn, 
$250; shop, $5.

3.75 20 E. D. Vanderhoop, Gay Head.

733 3.50 20 E. D. Vanderhoop, Gay Head.
734 3.50 25 J. B. Ginnochio, New Bedford.

1 Assessed for ^  of Lot 44, J. B. Ginnochio’s portion.
2 Assessed for %  of Lot 45, and for H  of an acre.
* Only a portion of this lot lies west of the 100-acre line. 
4 About.

It is understood by the Commission that the average assessed 
valuation for a long period has been approximately $5 per acre
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for land at Gay Head, and that it is only at a comparatively 
recent date that a much larger value per acre has been assessed 
upon land purchased within a few years by parties other than 
those to whom land was allotted following the act incorporat
ing the town.

The Commission has considered the following statistical 
information from the files and reports of various departments of 
the Commonwealth, advance figures for the census of fisheries 
and commerce taken in 1915, furnished by the director of the 
Bureau of Statistics, and from other sources: —

Total area of the town of Gay Head, Nov. 30, 1915, 4,062 acres, or 6.34 
square miles.

Water area, 208.7 acres.
Net land area, 3,853.3 acres, or 6.02 square miles.

Population.

1 8 7 0 , .........................................................
1 8 8 0 , .........................................................
1 8 9 0 , .........................................................
1 9 0 0 , .........................................................
1 9 0 5 , .........................................................
1 9 1 5 , .........................................................

Number. 
. 160 
. 161 
. 139
. 173
. 178 
. 175

S t a t i s t i c s .

For the year ending 
Dec. 31, 1904.

For the year ending 
Dec. 31, 1914.

Vessels and b o a t s , .............................................. All kinds, 30, .
f 19 motors 

33  ̂ 6 dories

V alue,................................................................ $3,150, .
[ 8 all other kinds 

$7,490

Fishing apparatus, including pounds, traps 
and weirs........................................................

V a lu e ,................................................................ $9,209, . $4,714

Product: —

Food fish ( p o u n d s ) , ..................................... 796,564, . 495,500

Value, . . . . . . . $23,922, . $14,295

Clams (bushels).................................................... - 1,800

Value, . . . . . . . - $1,750

Lobsters ( p o u n d s ) , ..................................... 5,420, 55,500

V a l u e , ....................................................... $542, $10,050

Persons engaged in fisheries, . . . . - 19
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Agriculture for the Year ending Dec. 31, 1901+.
Value of l a n d , .......................................................................................$19,263
Value of b u i ld in g s , ................................................................................. 10,759
Value of machines, implements, e t c . , .................................................. 2,350
Value of domestic animals, e t c . , ...........................................................3,652
Value of fruit trees and v ines,.........................................................  50
Value of mines, quarries and p i t s , ...........................................................2,000

T o t a l , ...............................................................................................$38,074

Products: —
Dairy p r o d u c t s , .................................................................................$4,380
Poultry p rod u cts ,...................................................................................2,956
M e a t s , .......................................................................................... 263
Animal p r o d u c ts ,.........................................................................  567
C e r e a ls ,.......................................................................................... 314
Fruits, berries and n u t s , .........................................................  161
Hay, straw and f o d d e r , ................................................................... 1,654
V e g e t a b le s , ........................................................................................... 2,889
Wood p r o d u c t s , .......................................................................... 259

Total, $13,443

Commerce, 1914.
1 motor b o a t , ..................................................................................  $600
1 man engaged.

F r e i g h t , ..................................................................................  500 tons
R e c e iv e d , ................................................................................  $500



Table of Aggregates for the Town of Gay Head of Polls, Property, Taxes, etc., as assessed April 1,1916.

1. 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 . 6-

Number of Individuals 
assessed on Property.

Number of Non
residents assessed on 

Property.
Number of Persons 

assessed.
Number of Male Polls 

assessed. Tax on Each Male Poll.
Value of Assessed 

Personal Estate, excluding 
Resident Bank Stock.

Individuals, . . .  55 Individuals, 43 On property,2 . 98 50 $2 00 $6,865
All others,1 . 1 3 All others,1 . 10 For poll’s tax, . 8

Total, . . .  68 Total, . 53 Total, . 121

1 Firms, corporations, associations, institutions, trustees, etc. 2 The total of the first two columns.

Table of Aggregates for the Town of Gay Head of Polls, Property, Taxes, etc., as assessed April 1, 1916. —  Concluded.

1
7 . 8 .

V&Real Estate?ed of A s I e s S I t a ^ A p r i l

9 .
Tax for State, County and 

City or Town Purposes, 
including Overlayings —

1 0 .

Rate of Total Tax per 
$1,000.

1 6 .

Number of Dwelling 
Houses assessed.

17 .

Number of Acres of 
Land assessed.

Buildings only, . $22,310 ! $48,450 
Land only,. 19,275

Total, . . . $41,585

On personal estate, $70 71 
On real estate, . 428 34 
On polls, . . 100 00

$10 30 35 2,613

Total, . . $599 05
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While the requirement of chapter 76 of the Resolves of 1916 
makes direct reference to an area of about 100 acres, the Com
mission is of the opinion that the Legislature might wisely con
sider a less extended area. The accompanying plan shows areas 
between the top line of the cliffs and lines drawn 200, 300 and 
500 feet, respectively, to the eastward of said top line, and the 
Legislature might well consider whether one of these smaller 
areas might not be a satisfactory reservation if the project is 
approved.

$  No estimate has been made of the amount of money that 
would be involved, but the accompanying figures clearly set 
forth the present valuation of property in Gay Head, upon 
which may be based an estimate to cover the area that may 
be decided upon.

Respectfully submitted,

F e b . 8, 1917.

JOHN N. COLE, Chairman, 
JESSE B. BAXTER, 
W ILLIAM  S. M cN ARY,

C ommissioners.
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