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FINAL REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION 
TO REVISE AND CODIFY THE LAWS RELAT
ING TO HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.

The Commission constituted under the provisions of chapter 95 
of the Resolves of the year 1915, a copy of which is annexed to this 
report, filed a preliminary report, a copy of which is also annexed 
hereto, asking for an extension of time to the first of January, 1917, 
which extension was granted by the following resolve, passed by the 
Legislature in the session of 1916: —

C h a p t e r  24.

R esolve extending the T ime of the C ommission appointed to revise
AND CODIFY THE GENERAL L aWS RELATING TO HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.

Resolved, That the existence of the commission appointed under chapter ninety- 
five of the resolves of the year nineteen hundred and fifteen and the time within 
which it was ordered to report a revision and codification of the laws relating to 
highways and bridges and a just distribution of the cost of laying out, con
structing, and maintaining highways is hereby extended to the first Wednesday 
in January, nineteen hundred and seventeen. [Approved March 21, 1916.

The Commission continued its investigations during the year, 
during which a compilation of the highway laws of this Common
wealth were thoroughly studied by its members. In the endeavor 
to assist in solving the problems presented, it was thought best that 
the Commission should travel and pursue its investigations in other 
States where highway problems were similar to those existing in 
Massachusetts. Roads in various New England States and in New 
York were inspected by the Commission during its investigation, 
and numerous conferences were held with highway officials in various 
States, from whom much valuable information and many sugges
tions were secured, immeasurably assisting the Commission in its 
work.
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The highway laws of Massachusetts and the practical application 
and enforcement thereof were investigated by the Commission and 
its secretary. Hearings were held throughout the Commonwealth 
to ascertain the conditions existing in Massachusetts, and much val
uable information as to local problems was secured and many prac
tical suggestions were received from many highway officials inter
ested and experienced in road building.

The information obtained from various sources has been analyzed 
and such parts as are deemed to be of special value are annexed 
to this report.

In Part I. of this report the Commission recommends a bill which 
codifies the present law, suggesting such changes only as are neces
sary to make the law consistent.

Many changes have been made in the statutes affecting highways 
since the passage of the Revised Laws in 1902, quite a number of 
the provisions of which have been nullified by later statutes and have 
not been specifically repealed. Also, many other acts have been 
passed since the Revised Laws for the purpose of regulating con
stantly changing traffic conditions and for the further protection of 
the public. Most numerous among these statutes are those per
taining to automobiles. These acts wTere codified some few years 
ago, and the Commission decided that the resolve of the year 1915 
which created it and specified its duties did not mean that the laws 
concerning the regulation and control of automobiles should be codi
fied, but should be investigated and studied, and only such changes 
recommended therein as would tend to improve conditions in so 
far as they affected the construction and maintenance of highways.

The Commission, therefore, has included in the codification only 
chapter 47, Revised Laws, on State highways; chapter 48, Revised 
Laws, on highways and town ways; chapter 50, Revised Laws, on 
betterments; chapter 51, Revised Laws, on repair of ways and 
bridges; chapter 52, Revised Laws, on regulations and by-laws rela
tive to ways and bridges; chapter 53, Revised Laws, on boundaries 
of highways; and chapter 54, Revised Laws, on law of the road.

Such changes in the law in the nature of radical departures from 
existing statutes, and all other statutes which the Commission sees 
fit to recommend, are incorporated in a separate section of this 
report, designated Part II.

The Commission thoroughly appreciates that the present statutes

d
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relative to eminent domain are conflicting, and also strongly favors 
a revision of this particular branch of the highway law in some 
such manner as has been recommended by the Commission ap
pointed to “ report uniform methods and procedure for taking land 
for public purposes,”  under the provisions of chapter 100 of the 
Resolves of the year 1914, also by chapter 96 of the Resolves of the 
year 1915, which reports have again been referred to the Attorney- 
General of the Commonwealth, who is required to report further 
thereon to this Legislature.

Considering the situation as detailed in the preceding paragraph 
the Commission decided that its powers and duties in reference to 
this question were subordinate to those of the Attorney-General, 
and it has therefore abstained from recommending any important 
changes in the law relative to the taking of land for public purposes..

Another phase of the question which leads the Commission to so* 
recommend is the inability of the ordinary highway official to thor
oughly understand the law in reference to the taking of land be
cause of the lack of uniformity in the existing statutes. Such in
stances are detailed to some extent in the Appendix to this report.

In view of the fact that this matter has been specially referred 
to the Attorney-General, and also that the Commission believes 
that all the law pertaining to the taking of land for highways, as 
well as for other public purposes, should be incorporated in a sep
arate and distinct act, and that the provisions relative to such 
takings should be eliminated from the general highway laws, it has 
been decided to leave the existing statutes in their present condi
tion so far as possible.

The Commission in its endeavor to simplify the general highway 
law, and render it more readily comprehendable to a layman, has 
seen fit to instruct its secretary to incorporate such provisions of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Laws, sections 81 to 86 inclusive, as per
tain to the powers and duties of highway officials in the codification 
of chapter 52, Revised Laws, considering that such sections properly 
belong in a general highway statute; section 82 of chapter 25 of the 
Revised Laws is considered, ineffective and has therefore been repealed.

Other minor changes in the general highway laws as recommended 
in the codification included in this report are detailed in the Appendix.

The subject of inquiry by the Commission is one of great impor
tance to the State. The opinion was everywhere expressed in the
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numerous hearings held throughout the State, and also by highway 
officials of other States, that the road problem was one fraught with 
great possibilities and complexity.

The increasing automobile traffic has taxed the resources of the 
State and municipalities to such an extent that some radical changes 
in the law and in the administration of the road departments of 
cities and towns, in the effort to secure more thorough and business
like methods, are absolutely necessary. The Commission, after its 
investigation of the problems, is convinced that if the road de
partments of the various cities and towns were run on up-to-date 
business principles an enormous amount of money now expended 
<on highways could be saved, and, in addition, the roads would be 
better maintained. Evidences of municipal extravagance are too 
numerous to be detailed, as are evidences of the lack of properly 
educated road officials.

Roads upon which State and county money is expended, as, for 
instance, roads built under the “ small town act,”  so called, are 
allowed to get out of repair, and very quickly break up under the 
heavy traffic to which they are subjected. In some instances some 
towns are unable to possibly maintain their highways in proper 
condition, paying as high as $7 on the tax rate. Other towns do 
not pay their share. (See table, page 96.)

Many towns, unable to keep up with the increasing demand for 
good roads, petition the Legislature for special statutes. Money 
running into the hundreds of thousands of dollars (see table, page 
93) is spent each year on roads in towns which do not maintain 
the roads after they are built. This policy of extravagance is con
stantly increasing. Many localities consider such special statutes as 
gifts from the State, and expect later to receive another sum of 
money when needed. In many instances a few hundred dollars 
would keep and maintain these roads and would be only 3 or 4 per 
cent, on the investment, whereas under present conditions practi
cally no repairs are made, with the result that the investment is 
practically dissipated in a year or two at the most. (k

The solution of the problem seemed to the Commission to be 
greater co-operation between State, county and town, together with 
a greater degree of practical and efficient management of municipal 
roads by the municipal authorities.

Legislation along these lines is submitted in Part II. of this report, 
and the Commission thoroughly believes that if the bills suggested
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are incorporated in our present law a more comprehensive system of 
good roads can be built and maintained without undue burden on 
the State or municipalities.

The legislation recommended and the reasons in favor thereof are 
briefly detailed as follows: —

I.

Section 30 of chapter 534, Acts of 1909, as amended by chapter 
525, Acts of 1910, being the general motor vehicle act, provides for 
the disposition of the fees received from motor vehicles. A certain 
proportion of the fees is available for the construction and improve
ment of town and county highways upon petition of the town 'where
in said highway lies. In many cases towns neglect to apply for as
sistance under this act, and therefore the Commission suggests the 
amendment which permits county commissioners to apply therefor. 
(See Part II., page 69.)

II.
This act is recommended upon the passage of the act above 

recommended, and in order to enable counties to effectively take 
advantage of its provisions. (See Part II., page 70.)

III.

This recommendafion empowers counties to expend money in the 
maintenance of roads upon which county money has been previously 
expended, and also enables the counties to assess part of the expense 
of such maintenance or improvement upon the towns if they think 
it advisable. This statute is recommended in order to more effec
tively provide for the proper maintenance of roads which have been 
improved under the motor vehicle fees fund or by funds of a county, 
and which past experience shows have not been maintained in 
proper condition by the towns, either from neglect or inability 
because of the expense thereof. (See Part II., page 70.)

IV.

This recommendation empowers the county commissioners, through 
a county engineer, ■— an officer the counties of Middlesex and Essex 
have found from experience to be of great assistance in promoting 
the better maintenance of so-called secondary ways within these
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counties, —  to assist towns by giving advice to the local authorities 
relative to the maintenance and construction of roads. It will 
allow town authorities to confer with the county engineer and county 
commissioners, a board which is in close touch with local communi
ties and conversant with local conditions. (See Part II., page 72.)

V.

An act relative to the construction of highway ditches and drains 
is recommended in order to enable the Highway Commission and  ̂
other road officials having charge of highways to construct such 
necessary ditches and drains along or leading from highways as may 
be necessary to properly construct and drain the same. A statute 
of this nature has long been needed in Massachusetts and will aid 
very materially in promoting the better construction of highways 
throughout the Commonwealth, as the drainage problem has been 
one involving serious difficulties in many sections of the State. (See 
Part II., page 72.)

VI.

An act to authorize counties to improve roads in cities and towns 
upon the request of municipalities is recommended in order to per
mit county commissioners to perform work in the nature of specific 
repairs, etc., which has previously been directed by them to be per
formed by the towns, when such towns, through their inability to 
perform the same in conformance with the orders of the county 
commissioners, have sought assistance from the county. There is 
no effective means under the present existing statutes of accomplish
ing this, and the Commission feels that the passage of the above 
recommended statute would materially assist many of the poor 
towns. (See Part II., page 73.)

VII.

An act to enable the county commissioners to borrow money to 
improve highways in certain instances is recommended, as quite 
often it is very important for the public that a certain piece of 
highway should be constructed or improved promptly. The county 
commissioners may have made plans and specifications and issued 
a decree or order directing certain work to be done. For some
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reason or other the work may be unduly delayed, and yet it is very 
important, in the public interest, that it should be done promptly. 
The present law directs the county commissioners, under such cir
cumstances, to perform the work, but no provision is made whereby 
they can secure the necessary money after the Legislature has ad
journed. The Commission therefore recommends the passage of 
this act, which authorizes the county to borrow the necessary money 
so that the work can be done promptly and without waiting for the 
next Legislature to come in, and thereby lose perhaps an entire 
working season. (See Part II., page 74.)

VIII.
The Commission, thinking that the authority over highways, 

town ways and bridges ought to be vested in the same town officials 
in all towns, so recommends. Under the existing statutes there are 
several methods for the election or appointment of highway officials, 
consisting of the election or appointment of a highway surveyor or 
surveyors, the election of one or more road commissioners, and the 
vesting of the authority over roads in the hands of the selectmen 
in the case of towns not electing highway surveyors or road com
missioners. A great deal of evidence was presented to the Commis
sion at the hearings held throughout the Commonwealth, showing 
considerable dissatisfaction with the present methods of choosing 
highway officials. As in most instances the selectmen have general 
charge of town affairs, the Commission thought that the control of 
highways, ways and bridges ought to be vested in such board, with 
the power to appoint a superintendent of streets. (See table show
ing the methods of choosing highway officials throughout the Com
monwealth, Appendix; also Part II., page 74.)

IX .

The Commission, in an attempt to prevent the number of accidents 
upon the highways, recommends an act establishing exterior lines 
on highways. The fact that buildings, structures, trees or obstacles 
are allowed and permitted to remain close to the line of the highway, 
in the opinion of the Commission is a contributing cause to a great 
many accidents, particularly when such conditions exist adjacent to 
curves on the road. This statute is also recommended in order that 
persons traveling on the highway may obtain an unobstructed view
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on such curves. Among other reasons for recommending this act is 
the fact that under the present law owners abutting upon the high
way use the land within the location lines of the highway for the 
purpose of growing trees and crops; also, many accidents have been 
caused by abutting landowners digging or ploughing up the land on 
the edge of the traveled part of the way and within the location 
lines thereof. (See Part II., page 75.)

X .

The Commission recommends the adoption of some uniform sys
tem of accounting in the expenditures of towns for highway pur
poses. At present in many towns local taxpayers are unable to 
ascertain where and for what purpose their money has been spent. 
The Commission believes that the act recommended will tend toward 
the introduction of better business methods in the administration of 
town road departments. (See Part II., page 76.)

XI.

Many instances of damage to the roads, caused by heavy vehi
cles, were presented to the Commission at hearings held throughout 
the Commonwealth. The expense of repairing the damage so caused 
is increasing at an alarming rate, and at present is a very heavy 
burden on the State and on the taxpayers of many small and poor 
towns. The Commission therefore recommends that the limit of 
load and vehicle without a permit be reduced to eight tons on coun
try roads, and further recommends that, to prevent accidents and 
the undue blocking of traffic, a limit be placed on the width of the 
load and vehicle. (See Part II., page 76.)

XII.

The laying out, construction and repair of roads in the city of 
Boston is regulated by a number of special acts which apply to that 
city alone. Through an oversight in the drafting of chapter 393 of 
the Acts of the year 1906, the city of Boston was not given the power 
to make specific repairs upon highways within the city. In order to 
do so it is necessary to resort to the provisions of chapter 48 of the 
Revised Laws. In view of the fact that all other powers in refer
ence to highways in the city of Boston are regulated by special
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acts, the Commission recommends the passage of this act, which 
will permit the elimination of all provisions in chapter 48 applica
ble to the city of Boston. (See Part II., page 77.)

The Commission incorporates in this report in Part I. a codifica
tion of the laws relating to highways and bridges, and in Part II. 
drafts of acts, the passage of which it recommends with such 
amendments and changes therein as the Legislature may deem wise 
in order to secure better highways and the more economical expend
iture of money thereon throughout the Commonwealth.

A resume of some of the present conditions existing throughout 
the Commonwealth which lead the Commission to submit the acts 
recommended, together with a description in some detail of the 
changes made in the codification, are included in the Appendix, as 
is also a tabulation in reply to a questionnaire.

Respectfully submitted,

WM. 1). SOHIER.
F. D. KEMP.
JAMES W. SYNAN.
M OODY KIMBALL.
W ARREN GOODALE.
JOHN E. SWIFT.
CHARLES C. SPELLMAN.

P a u l  D. H o w a r d ,
Secretary.
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P a r t  I .

CODIFICATION OF LAWS RELATING TO HIGHWAYS AND
BRIDGES.

AN ACT TO CODIFY AND REVISE THE LAWS RELATING 
TO HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.

P a r t  1. —  State Highways.

P a r t  2. —  Of the Laying Out and Discontinuance of Ways, and Damages caused by the 
Taking of Land for Public Uses.

P a r t  3. —  Of Betterments and Other Assessments on Account of the Cost of Public Im
provements.

P a r t  4. —  Of the Repair of Ways and Bridges.

P a r t  5. —  Of Regulations and By-Laws relative to Ways and Bridges.

P a r t  6. —  Of the Boundaries of Highways and Other Public Places and Encroachments 
thereon.

P a r t  7. —  Of the Law of the Road.

P a r t  8. —  Miscellaneous Provisions and Repeals.
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Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:

PART 1.

State H ighways.

Section 1. There shall be a Massachusetts highway commission Massachusetts 
consisting of three persons, one of whom shall be annually appointed commission, 
by the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, for a R- L- 47 • § L 
term of three years. The chairman shall be designated by the gov
ernor and shall receive an annual salary of five thousand dollars.
Each of the other members shall receive an annual salary of four 
thousand dollars. Each member of the commission shall be allowed 
his travelling expenses, and shall devote his time to the business of 
the commission. The commission may expend annually for a secre
tary, clerk hire, engineers and for incidental expense such amount 
as the general court may appropriate. It shall be provided with an 
office in the state house or some other suitable place in the city of 
Boston, in which the records of its office, maps, plans and statistics 
collected and compiled under its direction shall be kept.

Section 2. It shall compile statistics relative to the public ways Duties, etc. 
of counties, cities and towns, and make such investigations relative R’ L' 47’ 5 2' 
thereto as it shall consider expedient. It may be consulted by, and 
shall, without charge, advise officers of counties, cities or towns hav
ing the care of and authority over public ways, as to their construc
tion, maintenance, alteration or repair; but such advice shall not 
impair the legal duties and obligations of any county, city or town.
It shall prepare maps of the commonwealth on which shall be 
shown county, city and town boundaries, the public wrays and the 
state highways, with their names if practicable. It shall give suit
able names to state highways and may change the name of any way 
which becomes a part of a state highway. It may erect suitable 
guide posts and markers at convenient points on state highways or 
on ways leading thereto. It shall collect and collate information 
relative to the geological formation of the commonwealth so far as it 
relates to the materials suitable for road building, the location of 
which it shall, so far as practicable, designate on said maps, which 
shall be open to the inspection of officers of counties, cities and 
towns having the care of and authority over public ways. It shall 
give public notice of and hold at least one public meeting annually 
in each county for the open discussion of questions relative to the 
public ways.

Section 3. It shall make an annual report to the general court Annual report, 
of its doings and the expenditures of its office, with such statements R’ L' 47' § 3' 
relative to the construction and maintenance of public ways, such 
recommendations as to the general policy of the commonwealth rela-
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Officers to 
furnish com
missioners 
with informa
tion.
R. L. 47, § 4.

Petition for 
state highway. 
R. L. 47, § 5. 
1909, 464, § 1.

Location of 
state highway. 
R. L. 47, § 6. 
1904, 108, § 1. 
1909, 464, § 2.

tive thereto as it considers appropriate. The report shall be trans
mitted to the secretary of the commonwealth on or before the first 
Wednesday in January.

Section 4. County commissioners and city and town officers 
who have the care and authority over public ways and bridges shall, 
on request, furnish the commission with any information required 
b}' it concerning such ways and bridges.

Section 5. If the county commissioners of a county, the mayor 
and aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a town adjudge that the 
public necessity and convenience require that the commonwealth 
la}' out and take charge of a new or an existing way as a highway' in  ̂
whole or in part, in their county, city or town, they may apply by a 
petition in writing to the commission, requesting that said way be 
laid out and taken charge of by the commonwealth.

Section 6. If said commission determines that public necessity 
and convenience requires that such way should be laid out or be 
taken charge of by the commonwealth, it shall file a certified copy 
of a plan thereof, a copy of the petition therefor and a certified copy 
of a certificate that it has laid out and taken charge of said highway 
in accordance with said plan, in the office of the county commis
sioners for the count}' in which the way is situated, and shall file a 
copy of the plan showing the location of the portion lying in each 
city or town in the office of the clerk of said city or town, and a copy 
of the certificate that it has laid out and taken charge of said high- 
w'ay' in accordance with said plan, and thereafter it shall be a state 
highway, and shall be constructed and kept in good repair and con
dition by the commission, at the expense of the commonwealth.
In laying out and taking charge of a way as a state highway the 
commission may adopt the boundary or location lines of the way 
theretofore existing, or it may lay out such state highway at a 
width greater or less than that of the existing way, and if a state 
highway be laid out where no way existed previously, such state 
highway shall be such width as the commission shall deem necessary.
If the width of a state highway be less than that of the way previ
ously existing, that portion of the way w'hich lies between the 
boundary or location lines of the state highway and the boundary 
or location lines of the way previously existing shall remain a public 
way unless the commission shall determine that it should be aban
doned: provided, however, that the county commissioners of the 
county or the city or town in which the way is situated, whichever {[_ 
has jurisdiction of the way, may abandon at any time said portion 
in the manner provided by law for the alteration, relocation or dis
continuance of public ways.
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R. L. 47, { 9.

Section 7. Said commission may, with the concurrence of the Alteration of 
mayor and aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a town, alter the r . l . 47, § 7. 
location of a state highway in such city or town by filing a plan 
thereof and a certificate that said commission has laid out and taken 
charge of said state highway, as altered in accordance with said plan, 
in the office of the county commissioners for the county in which 
said highway is situated, and by filing a copy of the plan or location 
as altered in the office of the clerk of such city or town.

Section 8. Said commission may, with the concurrence of the Abandonment 
mayor and aldermen of a city or the selectmen of a town, abandon r . l . 47, $'s. 
any land or part thereof, or rights in land which have been taken or 
acquired by it in such city or town by executing, acknowledging and 
recording a deed thereof accompanied by a plan of survey which 
shall be recorded therewith. Said abandonment shall revest the 
title to the land or rights abandoned in the persons in whom it was 
vested at the time of the taking, or their heirs and assigns, and may 
be pleaded in reduction of damages in any suit therefor on account 
of such taking.

Section 9. The damages sustained by any person whose prop- Damages.̂  
erty has been taken for or has been injured by the construction or 
alteration of such highway shall be determined by said commission 
and shall be paid by the commonwealth. A  person who is aggrieved 
by such determination may, upon a petition filed in the superior 
court for the county in which the land lies, within one year after the 
completion of said highway or alteration thereof, have said damages 
determined by a jury in the same manner as damages which have 
been sustained by the taking of land for other highways. The mayor 
of a city, if so authorized by a vote of the board of aldermen, or the 
selectmen of a town, if so authorized by a vote of the town, may 
stipulate in writing in behalf of the city or town to indemnify and 
save harmless the commonwealth against all claims and demands 
for damages which may be sustained by any person whose property 
has been taken for, or has been injured by the construction or altera
tion of, any highway which the Massachusetts highway commission 
proposes to lay out and construct or alter as a state highway, and 
thereupon such town or city shall be liable ultimately for the 
amount of any verdict against the commonwealth for such damages, 
and for costs, the amount thereof to be recoverable by the common
wealth in an action of contract.

Section 10. Said commission shall, when about to construct a Construction of 
highway, give to each city and town in which it lies a copy of the by cities and 
plans and specifications therefor and a notice that said commission r w£8'47, 5 10. 
is ready for its construction; and said city or town may, without
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Maintenance of 
state highways. 
R. L. 47, § 11.

Clearing land 
for state 
highways. 
1914, 304.

advertisement, contract with said commission for the construction 
of so much of such highway as lies within its limits, in accordance 
with the plans and specifications and under its supervision and sub
ject to its approval, at a price agreed upon between said commission 
and said city or town. If, within ten days, said city or town does 
not elect so to contract, or if it has waived the right to contract, said 
commission shall advertise in two or more newspapers published in 
each county in which the highway lies, and in three or more daily 
newspapers published in Boston, for sealed proposals for the con
struction of such highway, stating the time and place for opening 
said proposals, and reserving the right to reject any and all pro
posals. Said commission may reject any and all proposals or, if a 
proposal is satisfactory, it shall, wTith the approval of the governor 
and council, make a contract in writing on behalf of the common
wealth for such construction. After the proposals have been 
accepted or rejected they shall be kept by the commission, and shall 
be open to public inspection for the term of three years, and may 
then be destroyed or caused to be destroyed by the commission. 
The commission may, in the same manner and under the same con
ditions, contract with a city or town, or, if a city or town shall not 
elect so to contract, with a person for the grading of a state highway 
or for furnishing labor, materials or any other element in its con
struction. The construction of all state highways shall be under the 
supervision and subject to the approval of the commission and in 
accordance with plans and specifications furnished by it, shall be 
fairly apportioned by the commission among the different counties, 
and not more than ten miles of state highway shall be constructed, 
on petition as aforesaid, in any one county in any one year, without 
the previous written approval of the governor and council.

Section 11. Said commission shall keep all state highways 
reasonably clear of brush, shall cause suitable shade trees to be 
planted thereon if practicable, and may establish and maintain 
watering troughs upon said highways.

Section 12. The commission, with the consent of the owner, is 
directed to remove the trees, shrubbery or any structure or other 
obstacle from lands bordering upon state highways, which in the 
opinion of the commission obstruct the view of persons travelling 
upon the highway or make travelling thereon dangerous. In case 
the owner does not desire the material which has been so removed, 
the said commission may sell or otherwise dispose of the same, and 
if it is sold the amount so received shall be used toward defraying 
the expense of removing such material. Said commission shall cause 
all d6bris resulting from any cutting or trimming done along the 
state highway, under authority of this or of any other act, to be dis-
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posed of in such manner that it will not constitute a fire menace to 
adjoining property.

Section 13. One fourth of any money which may be expended Reimbursement. . . : of common-
under the provisions of the eight preceding sections for a highway w«Jtĥ  2 
in any county, with interest thereon at the rate of three per cent per 
annum, shall be repaid by said county to the commonwealth in such 
installments and at such times within six years thereafter as said 
commission, with the approval of the auditor of accounts, having 
regard to the financial condition of the county, shall determine.
The treasurer and receiver general shall apply the money so repaid 
to the appropriation to be expended by said commission.

Section 14. To carry out the provisions of law requiring weekly Advances of 
payments, and to secure cash discounts wherever possible, the com- Smmission. 
mission may receive such advances of money from the treasury of 1910, 488' 
the commonwealth as in the judgment of the auditor of the com
monwealth are required for said purposes.

Section 15. The mayor or the board or officer having charge of pities and 
the maintenance and care of highways, of a city, if so authorized by part of thei - i i  expense of statea vote of the city council, or other governing body, or the selectmen highways with
er road commissioners of a town, or officer having charge of the 1904, 125, § 1. '  
maintenance and care of highways in a town, if so authorized by a 
vote of the town, may agree in writing, in behalf of such city or 
town, to contribute money, labor or materials toward the cost of 
any state highway which the Massachusetts highway commission 
proposes to lay out and construct within the limits of such city or 
town.

Section 16. The commonwealth shall be liable for injuries sus- Common- 
tained by persons while travelling on state highways, if the same are rify liable for" 
caused by defects within the limits of the constructed travelled highways, 
roadway, in the manner and subject to the limitations, conditions, R- L- 47,513- 
and restrictions provided in sections twenty-four, twenty-six and 
twenty-seven of Part 4 of this act, except that the commonwealth 
shall not be liable for injury or damage sustained by any persons 
because of the want of a railing in or upon any state highway, and 
provided, further, that notice of the injury as required by law shall 
be given to a member of the commission or to its secretary. The 
commonwealth shall not be liable for an injury which may be sus
tained upon the sidewalk of a state highway or during the construc
tion, reconstruction or repair of such highway. The amount which 
may be recovered for any such injury shall not exceed one fifth of 
one per cent of the state valuation last preceding the commence
ment of the action of the city or town in which the injury was 
received, nor shall it exceed four thousand dollars.
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Section 17. A city or town in which a state highway lies shall 
at its own expense keep such highway sufficiently clear of snow and 
ice to be reasonably safe for travel. It shall have police jurisdiction 
over all state highways within its limits, and shall forthwith give 
notice in writing to the commission or its employees of any defect 
or want of repair in such highways; but it may make necessary 
temporary repairs of a state highway without the approval of the 
commission.

Section 18. The Massachusetts highway commission shall have 
the same power as the mayor and aldermen of cities and the select- | 
men and road commissioners of towns in relation to the purchase 
or taking of land from which may be taken materials necessary for 
the construction, repair or improvement of state, county, city or 
town highways in the manner provided in section seventy-six of 
Part 2 of this act: provided, however, that all contracts for such 
purchase or all takings by said commission shall first be approved by 
the governor and council. Such purchases or taking shall not 
operate in any way to interfere with the control of the police depart
ments of the various municipalities within the land so taken. Land 
taken under the provisions of this section shall be held and used for 
no other purpose than as specified herein; provided, however, that 
said commission may allow county, city or town officers to use ma
terials from said land for the above specified purposes upon such 
terms as may be agreed upon. For this purpose the commission 
may expend a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars in any one 
year. Said sum may be taken from the money applicable to the 
construction or maintenance of state highways or from the motor 
vehicle fees fund, as the governor and council may from time to 
time determine.

Section 19. Said commission may contract with the city or 
town in which such state highway lies or with a private person or 
may make other provision for the maintenance and repair thereof in 
accordance with the regulations of said commission, and subject to 
their supervision and approval. Such contracts may be made 
without previous advertisement.

Section 20. Whenever a grade crossing is abolished upon a 
state highway, county way, or way which has been petitioned for as 
a state highway, the said highway or way shall be so constructed 
that there shall be a clear view in each direction for at least one ( j  
hundred and fifty feet from the center of the said highway or other 
way where the same passes over or under the railroad or railway, 
unless the proposed plan for the abolition of the grade crossing is 
approved by the Massachusetts highway commission.
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S e c t i o n  21. Said commission shall annually, in January, certify ®pP?°sep°fy_ 
to the treasurer and receiver-general the amount of expenditures ment a’nd re-

. . . imbursement
for repair of state highways in each city and town during the pre- of.
ceding year. One half the amount of such expenditures, not exceed- 1913, 773’. 516'
ing fifty dollars a mile in towns with a valuation of less than one 1914, 514,51'
million dollars, and not exceeding one hundred dollars a mile in
towns with a valuation of one million dollars and less than two
million dollars, not exceeding two hundred dollars a mile in towns
with a valuation of two million dollars and less than five million
dollars, and in cities and towns with a valuation of over five million
dollars the said one half of such expenditures, not exceeding two
thousand dollars a mile in the aggregate and not exceeding five
hundred dollars a mile in any one year, shall be made a part of the
state tax for such cities and towns, respectively, and any balance
due may be made a part of the state tax in the succeeding three
years; provided, however, that when such expenditures exceed one
thousand dollars a mile in any one year on any particular mile of
road, the amount to be collected on account of such expenditures
shall be computed only for the number of miles actually so improved.
Said expenditures shall include all moneys expended for the above 
purpose from whatever source received, and when collected shall 
be available for use for repair and maintenance of state highways in 
addition to any other money that may be available therefor. If a 
city or town elects to make such repairs upon terms and prices 
agreed upon by it and said commission and under the direction of 
said commission, the commission shall repay to it, from the annual 
appropriation for state highways, the amount expended therefor in 
excess of the amount which such city or town is required to repay 
under this section.

S e c t i o n  22. The commission, upon application of the select- To relieve
r , . . certain townsmen or any town, in which there is a state highway, that such town from payment 

may be relieved from the payment of any part of the expenditures repair of state 
for the repair of state highways, may, if satisfied that such applica- 1909,' im?' 
tion should be granted, certify to the treasurer and receiver-general 
that such town should not be required to pay any part of the ex
penditures for repair of state highways; and thereupon there shall 
not be included as a part of the state tax for such town, for the year 
in which the certificate is made, any part of the expenditures for 
the repair of state highways.

S e c t i o n  23. The commission shall allot for and expend in such Construction
. , . . . . . .  and repair oftowns the valuation oi which does not exceed one million dollars, ways in certain

and in such amounts as it determines, five per cent of the amount i?Wls'47, § 17.
appropriated each year for the construction of state highways, to be 19°8, 279‘
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used in constructing and repairing ways in such towns; and it shall 
not be a condition precedent that such towns shall make any appro
priation or contribution in excess of the usual annual appropriations 
for highway purposes to become eligible for an expenditure under 
this section. Said commission may also allot for and expend in such 
towns for like purposes, in addition to any expenditure hereinbefore 
provided for, a further amount of five per cent of said amount ap
propriated, if such towns appropriate or contribute, to be expended 
under the provisions of this section, an amount equal to the amount 
allotted by the commission. Said commission may also allot and 
expend a further amount of not more than five per cent of said 
amount appropriated each year for the construction of state high
ways in towns the valuation of which exceeds one million dollars, 
in such amounts as it determines, if such towns appropriate or con
tribute, to be expended under the provisions of this section, an 
amount, in addition to the average annual appropriations for repairs 
of highways in such towns for the preceding five years, exclusive of 
appropriations or contributions under this section, equal to the 
amount allotted by said commission. No town the valuation of 
which is less than one million dollars, and which makes no appro
priation or contribution under the provisions of this section, shall 
receive in any one year more than forty per cent of its average 
annual appropriation for highway purposes for the preceding five 
years: provided, however, that said commission may allot in any 
year a sum not exceeding four hundred dollars to any such town, 
the said average annual appropriation of which does not exceed one 
thousand dollars. Such allotments and expenditures shall be made 
only upon the petition of the selectmen of the towns and the pro
visions of section thirteen of Part 1 of this act shall apply thereto, 
but a way constructed or repaired under the provisions of this sec
tion shall not thereby become a state highway, 

improvements Section 24. The commission may, whenever any money has 
tughway8. been or shall be appropriated by the general court for the use of said 

commission in the construction or improvement of any particular 
road or roads, expend such money in constructing or improving the 
whole or such part or parts of said road or roads as it shall deem best, 
either upon the location of the existing roads or upon any new routes 
or relocations that may be laid out by the county commissioners of 
the county or the selectmen of the town in which said road or roads 
are situated, and no part of the road or roads so improved shall be
come a state highway or be maintained as such. The commission 
may, however, in its discretion lay out the whole or any part of such 
roads as a state highway.
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Section 25. When any county, city or town way has been con- Maintenance of 
structed or improved in whole, or in part, with money furnished by [mproveTby 
the commonwealth, and the way is not laid out as a state highway, jgj|e 
it shall thereafter be the duty of the county, city or town in which 
the way lies to keep and maintain the part of the way which has been 
so improved at all times in good repair and condition. The commis
sion shall notify the county commissioners of the county, the mayor 
of the city or the selectmen of the town (whichever has charge of 
the repairs of said way) in which any such way is situated whenever, 
in its opinion, such way is not being maintained in proper condition, 
and shall specify in said notice what repairs or improvements are 
necessary, and the county or municipal officials in charge of the way 
shall forthwith proceed to make the specified repairs and improve
ments. If said officials do not make said repairs or improvements 
within sixty days, or within such further time as the commission 
may allow, the commission may proceed to have said repairs or 
improvements made, and may pay for the same from any money 
which may be available for the repairs or maintenance of state high
ways or from the motor vehicle fees fund available for through 
routes in towns, and shall certify the amount of such expenditures 
to the treasurer and receiver general, to be collected by him in the 
same manner in which the expenses of repairs on state highways are 
collected under the provisions of section twenty-one of Part 1 of 
this act. The money so collected may be used by said commission 
from time to time for the same purposes for which the money so 
expended was available, or for the repair and maintenance of state 
highways: ■provided, however, that in towns whose valuation is less 
than one million dollars, not more than fifty dollars a mile, and in 
towns of over one million dollars but under two million dollars 
valuation, not more than one hundred dollars a mile, and in towns of 
over two million dollars valuation, not more than two hundred 
dollars a mile shall be collected in any one year, but any balance due 
may be certified and collected in succeeding years, but not exceeding 
three years on any one improvement, the maximum amount collect
ible in any one year being as above stated. The commission may, 
upon petition, exempt any county, city or town from the whole or 
any part of said payment, if in its judgment said payment would 
prove an undue burden.

Section 26. Said commission shall construct and maintain such Construction 
portion of a state highway as lies between the lines of the sidewalks highways, 
nearest to the center of the way. The sidewalks of said way may be R' L' 47, § 18' 
constructed and maintained in accordance with the provisions of 
sections forty-two and forty-three of chapter forty-nine of the 
Revised Laws.
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Section 27. Steam road rollers and other road machinery, pur
chased by the commissioners and owned by the commonwealth shall 
be managed and maintained under the direction of said commission, 
which may engage competent engineers and mechanics to operate 
and keep said machines in repair, may purchase all needed materials 
and supplies, and may incur such other expenses as may be neces
sary to operate, maintain and transport said machines. Upon the 
application of the selectmen or road commissioners of a town of not 
more than twelve thousand inhabitants, said commission may 
furnish such road machinery for use in building or repairing ways I' 
in that town when such machinery is used by said town officers. 
The expenses incurred under the provisions of this section shall be 
paid by the towns using said machines, as apportioned and directed 
by the commission.

Section 28. No length of possession, or occupancy of land 
within the limits of a state highway, by an owner or occupant of 
adjoining land shall give him any title thereto, and any fences, 
buildings or other obstructions encroaching upon a state highway 
shall, upon written notice by said commission, be forthwith removed 
by the owner or occupant of adjoining land, and if not so removed, 
said commission may cause the same to be removed upon said 
adjoining land.

Section 29. No state highway shall be dug up, nor opening 
made therein for the laying or placing of pipes, sewers, poles, vires 
or railways or for other purposes, and no tree shall be planted or 
removed or obstruction or structure placed thereon or removed 
therefrom or changed without the written permit of the highway 
commission, and then only in accordance with the regulations of 
said commission; and the work shall be done under the supervision 
and to the satisfaction of said commission, and the entire expense 
of replacing the highway in as good condition as before shall be paid 
by the persons to whom the permit was given or by whom the work 
was done; but a city or town may dig up such state highway with
out such approval of the highway commission in case of immediate 
necessity; but in such cases it shall be forthwith replaced in as good 
condition as before at the expense of the city or town.

PART 2.

Of the Laying  Out and D iscontinuance of W ays, and D amages 
caused by  the T aking  of Land for P ublic U ses.

*

Section 1. If common convenience and necessity require a new 
highway from town to town or from place to place within the same 
town, or the alteration, specific repairs or discontinuance of an
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existing highway, application therefor shall be made, by petition in 
writing, to the county commissioners having jurisdiction thereof.

Section 2. The petitioners may, before any action is taken 
upon such petition, cause a sufficient recognizance to be given to the 
county, with surety to the satisfaction of the commissioners, for the 
payment of all costs and expenses to the county which shall arise by 
reason of the proceedings on such petition, if the petitioners do not 
prevail.

Section 3. The commissioners shall, thirty days at least before 
the time appointed for a view or hearing, cause notice of the time 
and place appointed therefor and a copy of such petition to be served 
upon the clerk of every town within which such new highway, 
alteration, specific repairs or discontinuance is prayed for. They 
shall also cause copies of the petition, or abstracts thereof and of 
the notice, to be posted in two public places in each of said towns and 
to be published three weeks successively in such newspaper as they 
shall order; the posting and the last publication to be fourteen days 
at least before any view, hearing or adjudication on such petition.

Section 4. They shall view the premises if they consider it 
expedient or if requested by any party interested; and shall hear 
the parties, either at the time of the view, at a regular or special 
meeting or at an adjournment thereof, as they determine; and as 
soon as may be after the hearing, they shall adjudicate upon the 
common convenience and necessity of laying out, altering, specific
ally repairing or discontinuing such highway.

Section 5. If they adjudicate that the common convenience and 
necessity require the laying out, alteration, specific repairs or dis
continuance of a highway, they shall forthwith lay out, alter, order 
specific repairs or discontinue it; first giving such notice thereof as 
is required before a view, except that an abstract of the petition 
may be served and published.

Section 6. They may make such changes between the termini 
of the highway described in the petition, relative to the direction, 
alteration, specific repairs or discontinuance thereof, as in their 
opinion the public convenience requires.

Section 7. If, at the time of a view upon a petition for laying 
out, specifically repairing or altering a highway, no person inter
ested objects, the commissioners may, within six months thereafter, 
lay out, order specific repairs or alter the same without further 
notice. If, at the time of a view upon a petition for discontinuing 
a highway, the commissioners decide that it ought to be discon
tinued, they may at the same time adjudge and determine that it be 
discontinued, without a further or subsequent meeting therefor, and 
may estimate the damages caused to any person thereby; and if a
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R . L. 48, § 2.
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return of said proceedings and adjudication is made and accepted 
at the next regular meeting of the commissioners, it shall be a dis
continuance of such highway. '

S e c t i o n  8 . The commissioners shall, in their return, determine 
and specify the manner in which a new highway shall be laid out or 
an existing one altered, relocated or specifically repaired^ and shall 
specify in sufficient detail the work required so that the same may be 
completed in accordance with the commissioners’ directions, and 
the time within which it shall be completed. The selectmen of 
towns and the mayors of cities shall give notice to said commis
sioners of the time when the work ordered is begun, and the com
missioners or their agents appointed for the purpose, shall from time 
to time, as often as may be necessary, examine the work during its 
progress to ascertain that it is well done according to the direction 
of the commissioners, and in case the town or city does not perform 
the work to the acceptance of said commissioners, the provisions of 
sections thirty-two and thirty-three of Part 2 of this act shall apply. 
The commissioners shall transmit to the clerks of the towns in which 
the highway lies a description and plan of the location and bounds 
thereof within the limits of such towns respectively, which descrip
tion shall, within ten days, be recorded by the clerk in a book kept 
for that purpose. They shall also specify in their return a reasonable 
time within which the owner of the land may take off his timber, 
wood or trees. If he fails after reasonable notice in writing, to 
remove the same within the time allowed, hq shall be held to have 
relinquished his right thereto for the benefit of the town.

Specific Repairs.

S e c t i o n  9. If, upon a petition for the laying out or alteration of 
a highway, the commissioners, after a view and hearing, are of 
opinion that the existing highway between the termini mentioned 
in the petition can be so far amended as to supersede the necessity of 
laying out a new Ipghway or of altering the location of existing ways, 
they may, after notice to the towns interested, direct specific repairs 
to be made in the existing ways in such manner as the public con
venience may require; and may apportion the expense thereof upon 
the county and towns respectively as in laying out highways.

Culverts, etc.

S e c t i o n  10. If the commissioners require a culvert, cattle pass 
or other passage way to be made under a highway, they may order 
the town to construct the same as a part of the highway, and may 
order the whole or any part of the expense to be paid by the county.
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Section 11. At the time of ordering specific repairs upon a 
highway, they may direct it to be closed to the public travel for such 
time as they consider reasonable.

Section 12. Towns in which specific repairs are ordered to be 
made shall be liable to make the same. Nothing in this act with 
regard to the commissioners’ orders for specific repairs shall be con
strued to relieve cities and towns from their duties and liabilities 
with respect to keeping public ways in repair.

Relocation.

Section 13. If application is made to the commissioners by a 
town, or by five inhabitants thereof, to relocate or order specific 
repairs on a way within such town, whether it was laid out by the 
authority of the town or otherwise, they may, either for the purpose 
of establishing the boundary lines of such way or of making altera
tions in the course or width thereof, or of making specific repairs 
thereon, relocate it, after giving notice and proceeding in the manner 
prescribed in laying out highways. The expense shall be assessed 
upon the abutters, upon the petitioners or upon the county or town, 
as the commissioners may order. The commissioners may, without 
petition, after giving notice as in the case of laying out highways, 
proceed to relocate any public way for the purpose of establishing 
its boundaries, or of making specific repairs thereon, in which case 
the expense shall be borne by the county.

Assessment of Damages and Indemnity.

Section 14. The commissioners shall estimate the damages, if 
any, sustained by persons in their property by the laying out, relo
cation, alteration or discontinuance of a highway, and shall, in their 
return, state the share of each separately; but such damages shall 
not be payable until the land over which the highway or alteration 
is located has been entered upon and possession taken for the pur
pose of constructing it. But if no entry is made upon the land or if 
the location has for any other cause become void, a person who has 
suffered loss or been put to expense by the proceedings shall be 
indemnified therefor by the commissioners.

Section 15. They shall estimate the damages sustained by any 
person in his property by specific repairs which are ordered to be 
made in a highway, and make return thereof; and at their first 
meeting after the repairs have been completed, they shall order the 
damages to be paid. But if the order for repairs does not go into 
effect or is rescinded or altered, they shall order only so much of the 
damage to be paid as in their opinion has been actually sustained.
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S e c t i o n  16. In estimating the damage to property of a person 
by the laying out, relocation, alteration or discontinuance of a 
highway, or by an order for specific repairs, regard shall be had to 
all the damage done to him, whether by taking his property or by 
injuring it in any manner and there shall be deducted the benefit 
accruing to such property thereby.

S e c t i o n  17. If the owner of buildings or materials on land which 
has been taken refuses or neglects to take care of or remove them, 
after reasonable notice in writing from the commissioners, the 
commissioners may take such care of them as their preservation or 
public safety requires, or may remove them upon the adjoining land 
of such owner, or elsewhere, or sell them at public auction, after five 
days’ notice of such sale, and hold the proceeds for the benefit of 
such owner. The expense so incurred, or the value thereof to the 
owner, shall be allowed in reduction of damages.

Damages and Indemnity of Different or Contingent Estates.

S e c t i o n  18. If a tenant for life or for years and the remainder
man or reversioner sustain damages in their property by the laying 
out, relocation, alteration or discontinuance of, or by specific repairs 
on, a highway, or if the property is encumbered by a contingent 
remainder, executory devise or power of appointment, entire dam
ages, or an entire amount as indemnity, shall be assessed without 
apportionment thereof; and shall be paid to, or be recoverable by, 
any person whom the parties may appoint, and be held in trust by 
him for their benefit according to their respective interests. The 
trustee shall, from the income thereof, pay to the reversioner or 
remainderman the value of any annual rent or other payment which 
would, but for such damages, have been payable by the tenant, and 
the balance thereof to such tenant during the period for which his 
estate was limited, and upon its termination, he shall pay the prin
cipal to the reversioner or remainderman.

S e c t i o n  19. The amount so to be placed in trust shall include 
only the damages assessed to the whole property when the value 
thereof is ascertained; and any damage special to a separate estate 
therein, and all interest or other earnings which accrue between the 
taking and the receipt by the trustee of the damages to the whole 
property, shall be awarded in the same proceedings separately.

S e c t i o n  20. If a person having an interest in such property is, 
by reason of legal disability, incapable of choosing a trustee, or is 
unascertained or not in being, or if the parties cannot agree upon a 
choice, the probate court of the county in which the property is 
situated shall, upon application of the county commissioners or of
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any persons interested or of any other person, in behalf of such per
sons, whether in being or not, as may, by any possibility be or become 
interested in said property, appoint a trustee, who shall give to the 
judge of probate a bond with such sureties and in such sum as the 
judge may order, conditioned for the faithful performance of his 
duties.

Section 21. If there are several parties, who have several es- Several parties 
tates in the same property at the same time, other than the estates Sme 1ury.the 
and interests for which provision is made in section eighteen, and R- L- 48,8 20- 

| the property is taken or damaged, in whole or in part by laying out, 
relocating, altering or discontinuing a highway, or by making spe
cific repairs thereon, and one of such parties petitions the superior 
court for a jury to ascertain his damages, the other parties may 
become parties to the proceedings under such petition, and the 
damages of all of them may be determined by the same jury, in the 
manner provided in the three following sections.

Section 22. Upon such petition, the court may order the peti- Notice to per- 
tioner to give notice thereof to all the other parties interested, by to become 
serving each of them with an attested copy of such petition and the § 21.
order thereon fourteen days before the next return day that the 
other parties may appear and become parties to the proceedings 
under the petition.

Section 23. If, on such petition, the jury find any of the parties Verdict to 
entitled to damages, they shall first find and set forth in their verdict damage™ 
the total amount of damages sustained by the owners of such prop- R- L- 48,5 22- 
erty, estimating the same as an entire estate and as if it were the 
sole property of one owner in fee simple; and they shall then appor
tion such damages among the several parties whom they find to be 
entitled thereto, in proportion to their several interests and to the 
damages sustained by them, respectively, and set forth such ap
portionment in their verdict; and if they find that any party has 
not sustained damage, they shall set forth in their verdict that they 
award him no damages.

Section 24. The verdict shall be conclusive upon all parties Verdict conciu- 
interested who have become parties to the petition. have™oticeWt“°

Section 25. If it appears in any proceedings under the seven RfaR 48,§ 23' 
preceding sections that an interest in such property is unrepresented interest is un- 
by reason of a contingency or other cause by which the owner thereof ^ r X ’nad 
is unknown or cannot then be ascertained, a guardian ad litem may appointed.be 
be appointed to represent such interest by the tribunal in which such R' L' 48' § 25‘ 
proceedings are pending; or the judge of probate for the county in 
which such proceedings are pending may upon petition of any party 
in interest, after such notice as he may order to all persons who, or 
whose issue unborn, may be or may become interested in such ap-
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trustees.
R . L. 48, § 26.

portionment, appoint a trustee, who, upon giving such bond as the 
judge of probate requires, shall represent such interest; and shall 
receive, manage and invest any money receivable on account 
thereof, for the benefit of the parties entitled thereto, and shall pay 
the principal and interest thereof to such parties when entitled 
thereto. Such guardian ad litem or trustee may be allowed such 
costs, including counsel fees, as may be ordered by the court in 
which such proceedings are finally determined, to be paid from the 
damages apportioned to the interest which he represents.

Section 26. The tenant in possession of land which is encum
bered by a contingent remainder, executory devise or power of 
appointment may, subject to the provisions of section twenty-eight, 
apply for a jury to revise the judgment of the commissioners in the 
assessment of damages; and if he fails so to apply within the first 
six months of such year, said trustees may within the remaining six 
months thereof apply for such jury.

Jury may
revise assess
ment.
R . L. 48, 5 27.

Application 
for jury.
R. L. 48, § 28.

Recognizance 
for costs.
R. L. 48, § 30.

Application for a Jury to revise Assessment.

Section 27. A person aggrieved by the doings of the commis
sioners in the estimation of his damages, caused either by laying out, 
relocating, altering, widening or discontinuing a highway, or by 
specific repairs thereon, or in the sum awarded him as indemnity 
therefor, may, upon petition in writing to the commissioners, agree 
with the parties adversely interested to have the matter determined 
by a committee which shall be appointed under the direction of the 
commissioners; or he may apply by petition to the superior court for 
a jury as provided in section seventy-nine of Part 2 of this act.

Section 28. Such petition to the superior court for a jury may 
be made at any time before the expiration of one year, in the case of 
the taking of land, from the day when the highway is entered upon 
and possession taken for the purpose of constructing the same, in 
the case of specific repairs, from the day when the work is actually 
commenced on the way, and in all other cases, from the date of the 
order providing for the same; but if before the expiration of the year 
a suit is instituted wherein the legal effect of the proceedings of the 
commissioners is drawn in question, such application may be made 
within one year after the final determination of the suit.

Section 29. A committee shall not be appointed, until the peti- th 
tioners have given a recognizance to the county for the payment of 
all the costs and expenses if the committee does not increase the 
damages or indemnity allowed by the commissioners.
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Payment of Expenses, Damages and Cost of Construction.

Section 30. When a highway has been finally laid out and 
established, relocated, altered or discontinued, or when specific 
repairs are ordered on an existing highway, the expenses of the pro
ceeding, the damages allowed therefor and the amounts awarded as 
indemnity shall be paid by the county, or by the town or towns in 
which the part or parts of the highway affected are respectively 
located, as the commissioners may order, except as herein otherwise 
provided.

Section 31. If a highway is not finally laid out and established, 
relocated, altered or discontinued, or if specific repairs are not 
ordered, said expenses shall be paid by the persons who have recog
nized therefor. If they refuse or neglect, when required by the 
commissioners, to pay such expenses, or to pay the costs incurred 
by reason of the application for a committee, such expenses or costs 
shall be paid by the county; and thereupon the commissioners may, 
after notice to the persons who so recognized, issue a warrant 
against them or some of them, unless sufficient cause is shown to the 
contrary, for the amount ordered to be paid by them, with the 
further costs of the notice and warrant, and the money shall be 
collected and paid into the county treasury.

Section 32. If, after a highway has been established by the 
■commissioners, a town whose duty it is to make such highway, or a 
part thereof, does not make and complete the same -within the time 
and in the manner prescribed and to the acceptance of the commis
sioners, they shall forthwith cause such highway to be completed as 
aforesaid, and shall direct the expenses and charges of completing the 
same to be paid by the county, and shall order notice thereof to be 
given to . each delinquent town, stating the proportion which it is 
to pay.

Section 33. If a delinquent town does not pay its proportion 
of such expenses and charges within sixty days after the date of said 
notice, with interest thereon at the rate of ten per cent a year from 
the time when the same is paid by the county, the commissioners 
may, after a hearing, issue a warrant against such town for the 
amount it was ordered to pay, with the interest and the further 
costs of such notice and warrant, which shall be collected and paid 
into the county treasury.

Section 34. When a highway which has been laid out, specif
ically repaired, relocated, or altered, is completed, in whole or in 
part, the commissioners shall view and carefully examine it through
out, and if they find that it has been well made according to their
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directions, they may order the whole or any part of the expense, 
including damages incurred by any town in making or altering it 
to be paid by the county. Said commissioners, before work ordered 
by them is wholly completed, may pay to the town such proportion 
of the county’s share of the expense as they determine, having regard 
to the amount of work done and the proportion of the expense which 
they determine the county shall pay.

Cities and 
towns to have 
jurisdiction 
over highways, 
etc., within 
their limits,

R ?L . 48, § 58. 
1913, 546, § 1.
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1913, 546, § 2.
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Jurisdiction of Cities mid Towns over Highways and County Bridges. .
*)

Section 35. The city council or other governing body of a city 
and the selectmen or road commissioners of a town may exercise 
original jurisdiction, and concurrent jurisdiction with the county 
commissioners, of petitions for altering, widening, fixing grades, 
relocating or making specific repairs upon a highway, county road, 
or count3’’ bridge, within the city or towm limits, but except as to 
such part thereof as, by such action, become unnecessary for public 
use, a city or town shall not discontinue any highway, county road, 
or county bridge, or diminish the width thereof, nor shall it assess 
any part of the expense of altering, widening, fixing grades, relo
cating or repairing, upon the county. The proceedings of cities and 
towns and their officers under the provisions of this section, and the 
remedies of persons whose rights are affected thereby, shall be the 
same as in the case of the laying out of streets, highways or town 
ways.

Section 36. Within twrn ŵ eeks after a city council or other 
governing body of a city or the selectmen or road commissioners of 
a towm have taken final action relative to the alteration, relocation, 
fixing grades, widening, or making specific repairs upon a highway, 
county road, or county bridge, under the provisions of the preceding 
section, the city or towm clerk shall send a certified copy of the 
record of such final action to the county commissioners, w;ho shall 
cause it to be recorded in the same manner in which their pro
ceedings relative to highways and county bridges are recorded.

Secti6n 37. On an appeal to the county commissioners from the 
action of a city council or other governing body of a city, or the 
selectmen or road commissioners of a town from the action of a 
city or towm under the provisions of the two preceding sections, they 
shall give a public hearing, and not less than fourteen days’ notice 
thereof, in the same manner and to the same persons as is requisite 
in the laying out of streets, highways, or town ways and also by 
causing a copy of the notice to be published in a newspaper desig
nated by them, not less than seven days before the hearing.
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Section 38. The provisions of the three preceding sections shall Not to affect 
not affect the provisions of sections twenty-three to forty-five, sions of law. 
inclusive, of Part 1, and of sections one hundred and five to one 13, 546, S 5' 
hundred and twenty-five, inclusive, of Part 2, of chapter four 
hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred 
and six, and of acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto, 
relative to railroad corporations and street railway companies.

Town Ways and Private Ways.

*

i

Section 39. The selectmen or road commissioners of a town Town ways, 
may lay out, relocate or alter town ways, for the use of the town and how lald 
private ways for the use of one or more of the inhabitants thereof; L- 4S- § 65-
or they may order specific repairs to be made upon such ways.

Section 40. A town, at a meeting called for the purpose, may Town ways, 
discontinue a town way or private way. continuTddls~

Section 41. No town way or private way shall be laid out, 5' L' 4?’ ! 66'
' .Notice before

relocated, or altered unless, seven days at least previous to the laying out, etc. 
laying out, relocation or alteration, a written notice of the intention ‘ ‘ 48’ § 6?' 
of the selectmen or road commissioners of the town to lay out, 
relocate or alter the same is left by them, or by their order, at the 
usual place of abode of the owners of the land over which such way 
is proposed to be laid out, relocated or altered, or unless such notice 
is delivered to such owner in person or to his tenant or authorized 
agent. If the owner has no such place of abode in the town and no 
tenant or authorized agent therein knowm to the selectmen or if, 
being a resident in the town, he is not known as such to tl ê select
men or road commissioners, such notice shall be posted in a public 
place in the town seven days at least before the laying out or altera
tion of such wray.

Section 42. The selectmen or road commissioners shall assess Damages from 
the damages sustained by a person in his property by the laying how’deter-0’’ 
out, relocation, alteration or discontinuance of a town way or private RmL.d4s, § 68. 
way or by specific repairs thereon, in the manner provided for the 
assessment and award of damages by county commissioners in 
laying out highways, which damages, if it is a town way, shall be 
paid by the town or, if it is a private way, by the person for whose 
use or benefit it is laid out, relocated, altered or specific repairs are 
ordered, or, if it is discontinued, by the person on whose application 
it is discontinued, unless the selectmen or road commissioners order 
a part thereof to be paid by the town.

Section 43. Such damages shall not be paid until the land has Damages, 
been entered upon and possession taken lor the purpose of construct- indemnity, 
ing such way, relocation or alteration, or until such specific repairs K' L' 48, § 69'
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have been commenced. If possession is not taken, or if the specific 
repairs are not made, such person shall be entitled to indemnity for 
loss or expense incurred by the proceedings, which shall be assessed 
by the selectmen or road commissioners in the same manner as 
indemnity is awarded by county commissioners in like cases.

Section 44. If there are separate, different or contingent inter
ests in land or buildings which have been so taken or injured, of the 
character mentioned in sections eighteen to twenty-six, inclusive, 
of Part 2 of this act, the damages shall be assessed by the selectmen 
or road commissioners in the manner therein provided for an assess
ment by the county commissioners.

Section 45. No town way or private way which has been laid 
out, relocated or altered by the selectmen or road commissioners 
shall, except as hereinafter provided, be established until such 
laying out, relocation or alteration, with the boundaries and meas
urements of the way, is filed in the office of the town clerk and, not 
less than seven days thereafter, is reported to, and accepted and 
allowed by, the town at a meeting called for the purpose.

Section 46. In a town which accepts the provisions of this sec
tion or has accepted the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, 
the selectmen, road commissioners or sewer commissioners may, 
when a town way is laid out, relocated, altered or widened, enter 
and lay sewers and water pipes therein before possession is taken 
for the purpose of constructing such way, in like manner as if it had 
been actually constructed. Such entry shall not be deemed an 
entry for the purpose of constructing the \vay, and until such way 
has been' constructed, sewer assessments shall be levied only upon 
the estates of persons connecting their drains with such sewers. 
If such laying out, relocation, alteration or widening becomes void 
under the provisions of section sixty-three of Part 2 of this act, all 
sewers or water pipes so laid therein shall be deemed to have been 
legally laid and placed therein; and damages may be recovered 
therefor in the manner provided in the case of laying of sewers or 
water pipes in private lands; and the right to recover the same shall 
accrue when such laying out, alteration or widening becomes void.

Section 47. If the location, relocation or alteration of a private 
way is desired in a town for the use of one or more persons who are 
not inhabitants thereof, or if the location, relocation or alteration of 
a private way lying partly in one town and partly in another is 
desired, the county commissioners may cause such way to be lo
cated, relocated or altered, in the manner provided when the select
men or road commissioners refuse to lay out a private way.

Section 48. If the selectmen or road commissioners unreason
ably refuse or neglect to lay out, relocate or alter a town way or
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private way when requested in writing by one or more of the inhabit
ants of a town, the county commissioners, on the petition in writing 
of a person aggrieved, filed within one year after such request, may 
lay out, relocate or alter such way, and may determine its bounda
ries and measurements and estimate the damages sustained by any 
person by reason thereof. Such damages, with costs of the pro
ceedings, shall be paid by the town, if it is a town way. If it is a 
private way, the damages and costs, or such part thereof as the 
county commissioners consider reasonable, shall be paid by the 
persons for whose use it was laid out, relocated or altered, and the 
residue, if any, by the town.

Section 49. If a town unreasonably refuses or delays to ap
prove and allow a town way or private way laid out, relocated or 
altered by the selectmen or road commissioners, and to put the 
same on record, any person aggrieved thereby may within one year 
thereafter apply by petition in writing to the county commissioners, 
who, unless sufficient cause is shown against such application, may 
approve and allow the way as laid out, relocated, or altered by the 
selectmen or road commissioners, and may direct the laying out, 
relocation or alteration and acceptance to be recorded by the clerk 
of such town, which shall have like effect as if accepted by the town.

Section 50. If a town in which a town way or private way has 
been laid out, relocated, altered or approved in pursuance of the 
provisions of the three preceding sections does not make and com
plete the same in the manner prescribed by the county commis
sioners, and to their acceptance, within six months after it has been 
laid out, relocated, altered or approved, or within the time directed 
by them, they shall, forthwith, cause such way to be completed, 
and the expenses, interest and charges thereof shall be determined 
and paid in the manner provided in sections thirty-two and thirty- 
three of Part 2 of this act.

Section 51. Upon the application in writing of a person ag
grieved by the refusal of a town to discontinue a town way or private 
way, the county commissioners may order such way to be dis
continued.

Section 52. If a town way has been laid out, relocated or altered 
by the county commissioners, it shall not within two years there
after be discontinued, relocated or altered by the town; and if such 
way has been discontinued by the county commissioners, the town 
shall not within two years thereafter lay out the same again.

Section 53. If an application is made to the county commis
sioners in consequence of the refusal or neglect of selectmen or road 
commissioners to lay out, relocate or alter a town way or private 
way, or in consequence of the refusal or neglect of the town to
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accept and allow such way when laid out, relocated or altered by 
the selectmen or road commissioners, or if such application is made 
for the discontinuance of a town way or private way, they may 
cause a like recognizance to be given to the county as is required in 
applications for highways; and like proceedings may be had on 
such recognizance. They shall also cause notice to be given, before 
they proceed to view or to hear the parties, as in the case of highways.

S e c t io n  54. A person aggrieved by the assessment of his dam
ages occasioned either by the laying out, relocation, widening, 
alteration or discontinuance of a town way or private way, or by 
an order for specific repairs, or of the amount awarded him as 
indemnity therefor, may petition the superior court to have his 
damages determined by a jury, within such time as is specified for 
such purpose in section twenty-eight of Part 2 of this act. Upon 
application to the county commissioners, by agreement of the 
parties, the matter may be determined by a committee to be ap
pointed by the county commissioners; and the committee shall 
have the same powers, and the proceedings in all respects shall be 
conducted in the same manner, as before provided in like cases 
relative to highways. If the damages are increased, the damages 
and all charges shall be paid by the town; otherwise the charges 
arising on such application shall be paid by the petitioner or 
recognizor as aforesaid.

S e c t io n  55. When a towm way or private way is laid out, relo
cated or altered by the selectmen or road commissioners or by the 
county commissioners, they shall in their report or return thereof 
specify the manner in which such way is laid out, relocated or 
altered and shall transmit to the clerk a description of the location 
and bounds thereof, which shall, within ten days, be recorded by 
him in a book kept for that purpose; and they shall allow the owner 
of the land through which the way passes a reasonable time to take 
off his trees, fences and other property which may obstruct the 
building of such way. If he neglects, after reasonable notice in 
writing, to remove the same within the time alloived, he shall be 
deemed to have relinquished his right thereto for the benefit of the 
town, if the way is a town way; and if it is a private way, for the 
benefit of such person as the selectmen, road commissioners or 
county commissioners may determine; but any buildings or ma
terials upon the land shall be disposed of in the manner required by 
section seventeen of Part 2 of this act.

S e c t io n  56. No town shall contest the legality of a way laid out 
by it and accepted and recorded as provided in this act.
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Footways.

Section 57. Cities and towns may lay out footways for the use Footways, 
of the public in the manner provided for the laying out of town ' L' 48, § 84'

4

ways.
Section 58. No defect or insufficiency in any notice required ^ o4̂ ’®c"ot 

under the provisions of this chapter shall in any way affect the legality of 
validity of any taking of land or rights in land, taken under the 
provisions of this act.

Reserved Spaces in Public Ways.

Section 59. If the city council or other governing body of a Reserved 
city or town accepts the provisions of this section or has accepted public ways, 
the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, the board or officers R' L' 48, § 83, 
authorized to lay out streets, highways or town ways may, whether 
any such street or way is laid out under the provisions of law author
izing the assessment of betterments or otherwise, reserve spaces 
between the side lines thereof for the use of horseback riders, for 
bicycle.paths or for street railways, except such as may be operated 
by steam, for drains, sewers and electric wires, for trees and grass, 
and for planting.

Bicycle Paths.

Section 60. The board or officers authorized to lay out streets, Bicycle paths, 
highways or town ways in cities and towns may, subject to the R' L' 48, § 86' 
provisions of law relative to the laying out, construction and main
tenance of streets or ways, lay out, construct and maintain bicycle 
paths.

Section 61. Whoever trespasses upon bicycle paths named in Bicycle paths, 
the two preceding sections by driving thereon with a horse or other trespassing 
animal, except to cross the same, shall be punished by a fine of not R.eL.048, § 87. 
more than twenty dollars for each offence; but the aldermen or
other body having like powers in cities and selectmen in towns may 
prescribe limits within which the provisions of this section shall not 
apply.

Section 62. The county commissioners of Middlesex shall have Commissioners 
M  the same powers and duties in the city of Revere and town of power^of^*’ 

Winthrop in the county of Suffolk, relative to highways and other r . l! ^  91. 
ways, as they have in the cities and towns in the county of Middle
sex; and the proceedings for the assessment and award of damages 
and indemnity shall be the same as are hereinbefore provided.



38 HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. [Jan.

Laying out 
way, etc., when 
to be void.
R. L. 48, § 92.

Extension of 
time for peti
tion for jury. 
R. L. 48, § 93.

Provisions of 
chapter extend 
to cities.
R. L. 48, § 94.

Rights of Land Ou-ner if Possession is not taken or Actual Notice
given.

S e c t io n  63. The laying out, relocation or alteration of any way 
under the provisions of Part 2 of this act shall be void as against the 
owner of any land over which the same is located, unless possession 
is taken of such land, for the purpose of constructing, relocating or 
altering such way, within two years after the right to take such 
possession first accrues; or, if a different time is agreed upon by the 
authorities laying out such new way or making such alteration or 
relocation and all the owners of the land over which such way is 
laid out, relocated or altered extends, such time shall be specified in 
the return or report of such laying out, relocation or alteration, 
which shall become void, as before provided, only in case possession 
is not taken for the purpose of constructing such way within the 
time thus agreed and specified; but an entry for the purpose of 
constructing any part of the laying out, relocation or alteration 
shall be deemed a taking of possession of all the lands included in 
the laying out, relocation or alterations.

S e c t io n  64. A person aggrieved by the indemnity awarded to 
him, or by the assessment of his damages, who omits to file his 
petition for a jury within one year, and who has not received, at 
least sixty days before the expiration of such year, actual notice of 
the proceedings whereby he is entitled to such damage or indemnity, 
may, within six months after his land has been actually entered 
upon for the construction, relocation or alteration of a way or after 
the actual closing of a way upon discontinuance, file a petition in 
the superior court for the assessment of his damages by a jury, and 
the order of notice on such petition shall be returnable on the return 
day occurring next after thirty days therefrom.

Ways in Cities.

S e c t io n  65. The provisions of the preceding sections, so far as 
applicable, shall apply to cities, except as may be otherwise provided 
by their charters or by special laws; but every application for a 
jury to assess damages may, notwithstanding any other provision^ 
in such charters or laws, be made within the time specified in section 
twenty-eight of Part 2 of this act.
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Ways deemed to be laid out under this Act, unless otherwise expressly
declared.

Section 66. Ways may be laid out, constructed, relocated, wayS°undir 
altered, widened, graded or discontinued under the provisions of tilisTch,̂ ,Pt,er„-,K. Li. 48, § 95.
Part 2 of this act, notwithstanding the acceptance by a city or 
town of any statute authorizing the assessment upon estates bene
fited of a portion of the cost of such ways.

Section 67. Every highway or town way shall be deemed to be Ways deemed 
laid out under'the provisions of Part 2 of this act, unless the order out%s°ie1ssd 
laying out the same expressly declares it to be laid out under the decfares'10™136 
provisions of law authorizing the assessment of betterments. R- L- 48’ § 96-

Record of Land taken for Highway Purposes.

Section 68. The boards, officers or other authority which Record of land 
purchases or takes land for street or highway purposes shall, ‘within R. L.4S, § 97. 
sixty days after the passage of its order or vote to take or purchase 
such land, cause a description and plan thereof to be filed for record 
in the registry of deeds for the county or district in which the land 
lies.

Dedication of Ways.

Section 69. Ways opened and dedicated to the public use, 
which have not become public ways, shall not, except as provided 
in the following section, be chargeable upon a city or town as a 
highway or town way unless laid out and established in the manner 
prescribed by statute.

Section 70. The mayor and aldermen or other governing body 
in cities and selectmen or road commissioners in towns shall, if the 
public safety so requires, cause such ways to be closed where they 
enter upon and unite with an existing public way or may by other 
sufficient means caution the public against entering thereon; 
otherwise the city or town shall be liable for damages arising from 
defects therein as in the case of ways duly laid out and established.

Section 71. If the owner of a lot abutting upon a street or way 
in a city dedicates to the public or permits it to use a portion of his 
land laying between said street or way and a building fronting on 
the same, he shall keep such portion in such condition as, in the 
opinion of the board of aldermen or other governing body, the 
safety and convenience of the public requires; and if he, after 
reasonable notice given by the board of aldermen or other governing 
body or the mayor, neglects or refuses to make the specific repairs
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or improvements so required, or to close the same to public use by 
a substantial railing or guard, said board may put said land into 
such condition and assess the expense, thereof upon the owner; and 
all assessments so made shall be a lien upon such abutting lots in 
the same manner as taxes are a lien upon real estate.

S e c t io n  72. Upon the representation of ten or more inhabitants 
in any county to the county commissioners that the exact location 
of a common landing place in such county cannot be readily ascer
tained, they shall, after giving the notice required in laying out 
highways, ascertain the correct location of such landing place, 
erect the necessary bounds thereof and make a record thereof in 
the manner provided in the case of laying out highways.

Building Line.

S e c t io n  73. If the city council or other governing body of a 
city or if a town accepts the provisions of this section or has accepted 
the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, a building line not more 
than forty feet distant from the exterior line of a highway or town 
way may be established in the manner provided for laying out ways, 
and thereafter no structures shall be erected or maintained between 
such building line and such way, except steps, windows, porticos 
and other usual projections appurtenant to the front wall of a 
building, to the extent prescribed in the vote establishing such 
building line, and except that buildings or parts of buildings existing 
at the time of the establishment of the building line may be per
mitted to remain and to be maintained to such extent and under such 
conditions as may be prescribed in the vote establishing such build
ing line. Said building line may be altered by vote of the city or 
town. Whoever sustains damage thereby shall have the same 
remedies therefor as for damages sustained by the laying out of a 
town way.

S e c t io n  74. No length of possession, or occupancy of land 
within the limits of a highway, county or town -way, by the owner 
or occupant of adjoining land shall give him any title thereto, and 
any fences, buildings or other obstructions encroaching upon such 
way shall upon written notice from the county commissioners or 
board or officer having authority over streets and ways in cities 
and towns, be forthwith removed by the owner or occupant of ad
joining land, and if not so removed said commissioners, board or 
officer may cause the same to be removed upon said adjoining land.
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Erection of Monuments.

S e c t i o n  75. The county commissioners, mayor and aldermen Erection of 
or other governing body m cities, selectmen or road commissioners R. l. 48, § 104. 
in towns, shall cause permanent bounds to be erected at the termini 1912, 2i’ * L 
and angles of all ways laid out by them. Such bounds shall be of 
stone, Portland cement or other concrete not less than three feet 
long, two feet of which at least shall be set in the ground, or of stone 
not less than three feet long with holes drilled therein and filled with 
lead placed a few inches below the travelled part of the way, or if 
stone, Portland cement or other concrete bounds are impracticable, 
a heap of stones, a living tree, a permanent rock, or the corner of an 
edifice, or such other permanent bounds as said officers may deter
mine. If they neglect to establish such monuments after being 
notified so to do by an owner of land abutting on such way, the 
county or city, if it is a highway or street, or the town if it is a town 
way, shall forfeit to him fifty dollars for each month during which 
such neglect continues.

Taking of Materials for Ways.

Section 76. The county commissioners, mayor and aldermen Taking of road 
or other governing body in cities, and the selectmen or road commis- § 105.
sioners of towns, may purchase or select and lay out land within 1910’ 611>8 L 
their respective counties, cities or towns, not appropriated to public 
uses or owned by any other city or town from which may be taken 
materials necessary for the construction, repair or improvement of 
streets or ways; and may lay out such ways as they consider neces
sary for convenient access thereto. All proceedings relative to such 
land and ways shall be the same as are provided in the laying out of 
other ways. A person aggrieved in the assessment of his damages 
for land so taken may, on application within one year, have a jury 
in the manner provided by law in cases of highways.

Damages caused by taking Land for Pxiblic Uses.

Section 77. Except as otherwise provided by statute, the pro- Assessment of 
visions of sections eighteen to twenty-five, inclusive, of Part 2 of this taidnfwater, 
act shall apply in all proceedings for the assessment of damages sus- feet tocertlin" 
tained by the taking of any water, land, rights of way, water rights g°™>°ns§-10? 
or easements, or by the erection of a dam or the construction of an ’
aqueduct, reservoir, water-way or of any other works for the purpose 
of supplying water to a city or town, and any party in interest may 
apply for the assessment of such damages.
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S e c t io n  78. The provisions of sections eighteen, nineteen and 
twenty-six of Part 2 of this act shall apply to all cases in which pro
vision is made that damages shall be assessed in the manner pro
vided in the laying out of highways; but the limitation as to the 
time within which proceedings shall be commenced shall be the 
same as are provided in the various cases of the exercise of the right 
of eminent domain; and the right of the trustees named in said 
sections to petition shall not accrue until the tenant in possession 
neglects so to petition for one half of the period limited.

Section 79. The superior court shall have jurisdiction to hear 
and determine all petitions which may be filed therein for the assess
ment by a jury of damages sustained by any person by reason of 
any taking of property in the exercise of the right of eminent do
main, although no application to, nor award by, county commis
sioners shall be made prior to the filing of such petition. If such 
petition is filed after an award has been made by the county com
missioners and the damages are increased, or if no award by them 
has been made and damages are awarded by the jury, the peti
tioner shall, unless otherwise expressly provided, recover costs; 
otherwise he shall pay costs. Upon such petition to the superior 
court the court may appoint an auditor as in other civil cases.

Section 80. If land or any interest therein is taken by the town 
in the county of Dukes County, or of Nantucket, or by either of said 
counties, any person who is aggrieved by the award of damages 
therefor, may apply for a jury by petition to the superior court in 
the county in which the land lies or to the superior court for the 
county of Bristol.

Section 81. Petitions to the county commissioners relative to 
highways and town ways or for the assessment of damages for the 
taking of land for other public purposes, or for a committee, may 
be filed with and the recognizance taken by the clerk of said com
missioners at any time, and such filing shall be the commencement 
of proceedings.

Section 82. No petition, suit, appeal or other proceeding in the 
supreme judicial court or in the superior court taken or instituted 
by any party aggrieved by the award of damages caused by laying 
out, making and maintaining a railroad or by tailing land or ma
terials therefor, or by the laying out, alteration or discontinuance 
of a highway, town way or private way, or by taking land or ma
terials therefor, shall be discontinued except by leave of court or by 
agreement of all the parties thereto; and any party thereto may 
prosecute the same as if it had been begun by him.

Section 83. Any party liable to pay damages which have been 
assessed by county commissioners for land or for any interest therein
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taken under authority of law, if dissatisfied with such assessment, 
shall have the same right to have the matter determined by a jury 
as the party to whom said damages are payable.

Section 84. If mortgaged land is taken for public uses under 
authority of law, both mortgagors and mortgagees, in addition to 
their rights under the mortgage, shall have the same powers, rights 
and privileges and be subject to the same liabilities and duties as 
are provided in sections one hundred and twelve and one hundred 
and thirteen of chapter one hundred and eleven of the Revised 
Laws or acts in addition thereto or in amendment thereof, in the case 
of mortgaged lands so taken by railroad corporations.

PART 3.

Of Betterments and Other A ssessments on Account of the 
Cost of Public Improvements.

Betterments.

Section 1. In a town which accepts the provisions of this and 
the eight following sections or has accepted the corresponding pro
visions of earlier laws, or in any city except Boston, the board of 
city or town officers which is authorized to lay out ways therein 
may, at any time within two years after the passage of an order 
laying out, relocating, altering, widening, grading or discontinuing 
a way and after the work has been completed or the way has been 
discontinued, if such order declares that such action has been taken 
under the provisions of law authorizing the assessments of better
ments, and if in its opinion any land receives a benefit or advantage 
therefrom beyond the general advantage to all land in the city or 
town, determine the value of such benefit or advantage to such land 
and assess upon the same a proportional share of the cost of such 
laying out, relocation, alteration, widening, grading or discontinu
ance; but no such assessment shall exceed one half of the amount 
of such adjudged benefit or advantage.

Section 2. If such assessment is invalid and has not been paid 
or has been recovered back, it may be reassessed by such board, to 
the amount for which the original assessment ought to have been 
made, and it shall be a lien upon the land, and shall be collected in 
the same manner as re-assessed taxes.

Section 3. The cost so assessed shall include all damages for 
land and buildings taken. The damages for land taken shall be 
fixed at the value thereof before such laying out, relocation, altera
tion, widening, grading or discontinuance, and shall also include the 
value of all buildings on the land a part of which is taken, deducting
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therefrom the value of materials removed and of all buildings or 
parts of buildings remaining thereon and shall be paid in the manner 
and upon the conditions required in like proceedings.

Section 4. An owner of land abutting on any such way and 
liable to such assessment may give notice in writing to such board, 
before the estimate of damages is made, that he elects to surrender 
his land; and if said board adjudges that the public convenience and 
necessity require the taking of such abutting estate for the improve
ments named, they may take the whole thereof, and shall thereupon 
estimate its value, excluding the benefit or advantage accruing 
from such improvements; and such owner shall convey the estate 
to such city or town and may recover therefrom in an action of 
contract the value so estimated. The city or town may sell any 
portion of said land which is not needed for such improvements.

Section 5. If such owner at any time before demand gives notice 
to such board to apportion such assessment, it shall apportion the 
assessment into three equal parts and certify its apportionment to 
the assessors, who shall add one of said parts, with interest from the 
date of the apportionment, to the annual tax of such land for each 
of the three years next ensuing; and all such assessments which 
remain unpaid after they become due shall bear interest until the 
payment thereof.

Section 6. A person who is aggrieved by the doings of such 
board may within one year file a petition in the superior court for 
the county in which the lqnd is situated and after notice to the city 
or town shall have a trial by a jury therein, and upon request of 
either party the jury shall take a view.

Section 7. If the jury does not reduce the assessment, the 
respondent shall recover costs, which shall be a lien upon the land, 
and shall be collected in the same manner as the assessment; but 
if the jury reduces the assessment, the petitioner shall recover 
costs.

Section 8. If an assessment is made upon land the whole or 
part of which is leased, the owner shall pay the assessment, and 
may collect of the lessee an additional rent for the portion so leased, 
equal to ten per cent per annum on that proportion of the amount 
paid which the leased portion bears to the whole estate, after 
deducting from the whole amount any money received for damages 
to such land in excess of what he has necessarily expended thereon 
by reason of such damages.

Section 9. In a city in which the mayor and aldermen are 
part of the board authorized to lay out streets or ways, such mayor 
and aldermen shall constitute the board named in this chapter.
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Provisions relative to Public Improvements.
S e c t io n  10. Assessments for betterments and other public 

improvements shall constitute a lien upon the land assessed and 
shall be enforced in the manner provided for the collection of taxes. 
They shall bear interest from the thirtieth day after the assessment 
until paid. If the validity or amount of such assessment is drawn 
in question in an action or other proceeding the lien shall continue 
for one year after final judgment and may be enforced in the same

( manner as the original assessment.
S e c t io n  11. Whenever any land shall have been taken for a 

city or town by a board or other authority by purchase or other
wise, for any public improvement, such as laying out, relocating, 
altering, widening or constructing a public way, park, sewer, public 
alley or sidewalk, such board or other authority, after the taking, 
may make a new award or new awards of the damages to be paid by 
the city or town to the owner on account of such taking, and may 
agree in writing with the owner that the city or towm shall assume 
the betterments assessed or that may be assessed upon the residue, 
or upon a portion of the residue, of the land of such owner if, upon 
terms to be agreed upon by him with said board or other authority, 
he shall release the city or town from all claims for damages growing 
out of the proceedings in respect of which the betterments are 
assessed.

S e c t io n  12. Petitions for the abatement of assessments for 
betterments, main drains, common sewers, sidewalks and other 
public purposes which are required to be filed with the county com
missioners, may be filed with their clerk when they are not in session. 
The filing of the petition shall in all cases be the commencement of 
proceedings.

S e c t io n  13. If land is sold for payment of an assessment of a  
portion of the cost of any public improvement, such land may be 
redeemed in the same manner, by the same persons and on the same 
terms as if so’d for payment of taxes.

S e c t io n  14. The provisions of this act shall apply to any altera
tion of a highway, town way, bridge or its approaches, which are 
made in pursuance of sections sixty-seven to sixty-nine of Part III 
of chapter four hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the year 

^nineteen hundred and six.
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Special Apportionment of Betterment Assessments.

S e c t io n  15. If the owner of land upon which an assessment for 
betterments has been laid at any time before demand gives notice 
to such board to apportion such assessment, such board shall appor
tion the same into such number of equal parts, not exceeding ten, 
as the owner shall in his notice request and shall certify said appor
tionment to the assessors, who shall add one of said parts to the 
annual tax upon said land for each of the years next ensuing until 
all the parts have been so added; and all such assessments remain
ing unpaid after they become due shall bear interest until payment 
thereof.

S e c t io n  16. If in any other case such owner petitions such board 
to apportion the assessments, the board may, in its discretion, ap
portion and certify the same as provided in the preceding section 
and the assessors shall proceed as therein required. Interest from 
the date of apportionment sha'l be added to each part and also as 
provided in the preceding section.

S e c t io n  17. If in any city or town the owner of land, within 
thirty days after receiving notice of a sidewalk assessment thereon 
or of any charges made for widening or otherwise improving any 
sidewalk, notifies in writing the board of assessors to apportion the 
same, the assessors shall apportion it into such number of equal 
parts, not exceeding ten, as the owner shall request in said notice, 
but no one of said parts shall be less than the sum of five dollars; 
and the assessors may, in their discretion, without said notice to 
them, make such an apportionment at any time before proceedings 
to enforce the collection of the assessment or other charge. The 
assessors shall add one of said parts, with interest on the principal 
sum from the date of apportionment, to the tax on said land for the 
year in which the assessment or other charge is made; and annually 
thereafter they shall add to said annual tax another of said parts 
with interest on the unpaid balance of the principal from the date 
of the last annual assessment, until all the parts have so been 
added.

S e c t io n  18. The lien shall continue until the expiration of two 
years after the time when the last instalment is committed to the 
collector. Any unpaid balance of said assessments may be paid 
at any time, notwithstanding a prior apportionment.

S e c t io n  19. The provisions of the four preceding sections shall* 
not be in force unless they or the corresponding provisions of earlier 
laws have been accepted by the city council or by a town.
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Parks.

S e c t i o n  20. Boards of park commissioners of cities and towns 
may respectively determine the value of land and assess upon it the 
amount of betterments accruing thereon by the locating and laying 
out of parks under the provisions of chapter twenty-eight of the 
Revised Laws and acts in addition thereto and amendments thereof, 
in the same manner as city or town officers who are authorized to 
lay out ways, and the provisions of this chapter as far as applicable 
shall apply to such assessments. No assessment shall be laid upon 
any land except such as abuts upon the park or upon a way bounded 
by such park.

Proceedings by County Commissioners.

S e c t i o n  2 1 . If the county commissioners lay out, relocate, 
alter, widen, grade or discontinue a highway from town to town 
or from place to place within the same town, they may declare the 
same to be done under the provisions of law authorizing the assess
ment of betterments with regard to so much of said highway as lies 
within a city or within a town which has accepted the provisions of 
this act or the corresponding provisions of earlier laws.

S e c t i o n  22. If in such case the county commissioners have 
ordered any damages to be paid by the county for any land or 
buildings taken in a city, or in such town, the amount of such 
damages which have finally been paid shall be included in the cost 
of laying out, relocating, altering, widening, grading or discon
tinuance; and the board assessing the betterments shall reimburse 
the county the proportion of such betterments received which the 
damages so paid bear to the whole amount of betterments assessed 
and paid. Such reimbursement shall not be made until all the better
ments shall have been paid or finally settled.

S e c t i o n  23. The provisions of this act shall, so far as applicable, 
apply to proceedings under the two preceding sections.

Special Provisions for Cities.

S e c t i o n  24. If a board of public officers in a city passes an 
order to lay out, relocate, alter, widen, grade or discontinue a street, 
to establish, grade and construct a sidewalk or to complete a par
tially constructed sidewalk, or to lay, make and maintain or repair 
a main drain or common sewer, or to make any other public im
provement, for a portion of the cost of which assessments may be 
made upon land, the clerk of such board shall within ten days
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thereafter file a statem en t thereof in  the registry of deeds o f the  
co u n ty  or d istrict in  w hich  such  city  is situ ated , an d shall w ithin  
three m on th s thereafter give notice to  each  person to  be  charged  
th ereb y , or to  his agen t, tenant or lessee.

S e c t io n  25. Such statement shall express in general terms the 
action of the board and its intention to make such assessment, and 
shall specify the streets or parts of streets upon which the land to be  
assessed is situated. The register of deeds shall record such state
ment in a book kept for the purpose and index it according to the 
streets specified therein.

S e c t io n  26. No such assessment shall be laid upon any land ft, 
which does not abut upon streets so specified; and such assessments 
shall not create a lien upon the land unless such statement has been 
so filed.

S e c t io n  27. The term “ street” , for the purposes of the three 
preceding sections shall include highways, town ways, footways, 
private ways, courts, lanes, alleys and passage ways.

S e c t io n  28. The provisions of the four preceding sections shall 
not be in force in a city unless they or the corresponding provisions 
of earlier laws have been accepted by its city council.

PART 4.

Of t h e  R e p a ir  o f  W a y s  a n d  B r i d g e s .

S e c t io n  1. Highways, town ways, causeways and bridges shall, 
unless otherwise provided, be kept in repair at the expense of the city 
or town in which they are situated, so that they may be reasonably 
safe and convenient for travellers, with their horses, teams and 
carriages at all seasons.

S e c t io n  2 . If tw o or m ore tow n s w ith in  a co u n ty  w hich are 
required b y  law  to  m ain tain  or keep  in repair a bridge upon a high

w a y  or to w n  w a y , differ as to  th e  m od e or tim e of doing the sam e, 
th e  co u n ty  com m issioners h avin g jurisdiction  to  la y  ou t highw ays  
in  either of su ch  tow n s to  w h o m  application  is first m ad e b y  one of 
th e  tow n s, m a y , after notice to  all parties interested and a hearing, 
pass such  orders relative to  the m ainten ance and repair of such 
bridge as in  their opinion the public  good m a y  require.

S e c t io n  3. If any town or towns do not comply with any orders 
passed by the county commissioners under the provisions of theft(,i 
preceding section, within the time and in the manner prescribed in 
such orders and to the acceptance of the commissioners, the com
missioners shall forthwith cause such bridge to be completed in 
accordance with such orders and shall direct the expenses and
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charges of completing the same to be paid in the first instance by 
the county, and shall order notice thereof to be given to each delin
quent town, stating the proportion which it is to pay.

Section 4. If a delinquent town does not pay its proportion of 
such expenses and charges within sixty days after the date of such 
notice, with interest thereon at a rate of not exceeding ten per cent 
a year from the time when the same was paid by the county com
missioners, the commissioners may, after a hearing, issue a warrant 
against such town for the amount it was ordered to pay, with inter
est and further costs of such notice and warrant, which shall be 
collected and paid into the county treasury.

Section 5. In cases where a highway runs through two or more 
cities or towns such cities or towns may appropriate money for the 
construction, repair, maintenance or improvement of such highway 
in common, and may purchase road machinery in common for such 
purpose, the money to be expended by such persons and in such 
manner as the cities or towns concerned shall agree.

Section 6. Any city or town may sprinkle or spread upon its 
public wTays, or parts thereof, water or any liquid or material 
suitable for laying or preventing dust and preserving the surface 
of said way, and for sanitary purposes, and all statutes providing 
for watering such public ways shall apply to the use of such liquids 
and materials, including the appropriation of money, the expenditure 
thereof at the expense of the city or of the abutters, the assessment 
upon abutting estates, and the collection of such assessments and 
proceedings therefor.

Section 7. Any public way spread with tar, oil or similar sub
stance, shall, within three hours thereafter, be covered with sand 
gravel, peastone or other similar material in such manner as to 
render the way safe for travel. But such way may be so treated 
without being so covered if the tar, oil or other similar substance 
is first applied to not more than one half of the travelled width of 
the way, and that half becomes safe for travel before the remaining 
part of the way is similarly treated.

Section 8. A  public way spread with tar, oil or similar substance 
need not be covered as provided in the preceding section, if there 
be a good alternate route or detour which has not been spread with 
tar, oil or similar substance, or which, if so spread, has been rendered 
safe for travel as provided in the preceding section.

Section 9. Violation of any of the provisions of the two pre
ceding sections shall be punishable by a fine of not less than ten 
dollars or more than one hundred dollars for each offense.
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Road Officials in Towns.

S e c t i o n  10. If a surveyor of highways is chosen in a town, he 
shall have the exclusive control of the ordinary repair of highways, 
town ways, streets and bridges in said town without being subject 
to the authority of the selectmen.

S e c t i o n - 11. The selectmen of a town having more than one 
surveyor of highways shall annually, before the first day of May, 
assign in writing to each surveyor the limits and divisions of the 
ways to be kept in repair by him.

Road Commissioners.

S e c t i o n  12. If road commissioners are chosen in a town, theysioners, powers, ’  ^

duties, etc. shall exclusively have the powers, perform the duties and be sub-
R. L. 25, § 83.

ject to the liabilities and penalties of selectmen and surveyors of 
highways relative to streets, ways, bridges, monuments at the 
termini and angles of streets, guide posts, sidewalks and shade 
trees, and, if sewer commissioners are not chosen, relative to sewers 
and drains.
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Superintendent of Streets.

S e c t i o n  13. In a town which has not authorized the election of 
road commissioners or surveyor of highways, the selectmen shall, 
as soon after the annual town meeting as may be, in writing appoint 
a superintendent of streets, who shall receive such compensation 
as they or the town determine and shall be removable by them when 
the public interest requires. He shall be sworn to the faithful per
formance of his duties, and shall hold office until the next annual 
town meeting or until his successor is appointed and qualified.

S e c t i o n  14. He shall, under the direction of the selectmen, 
have full charge of all repairs and labor upon streets, ways, bridges 
and sidewalks and, if no other provision is made, of repairs upon 
sewers and drains; and in relation to such matters he shall have the 
powers, perform the duties and be subject to the liabilities and 
penalties of surveyors of highways and road commissioners.

S e c t i o n  15. If a town neglects to vote a sufficient amount for 
the proper repair of ways therein, or does not otherwise effectually 
provide therefor, each surveyor, in his district, or the road commis
sioners, may employ persons to make such repairs, who shall be 
paid therefor by the town.

S e c t i o n  16. The surveyors and road commissioners shall cause 
whatever obstructs such ways, or endangers, hinders or incommodes 
persons travelling thereon to be removed; and shall forthwith cause
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snow to be removed from such ways or to be so trodden down as to 
make them reasonably safe and convenient.

Section 17. No surveyor, road commissioner or other person Fences, etc., 
shall, without an order from the board of health, remove or take spreadVof dis- 
down fences, gates or bars which have been placed on a way for the ®emove°d.to be 
purpose of preventing the spread of a disease dangerous to the R- L- 51> § n - 
public health.

Section 18. A  surveyor or road commissioner may cause a Surveyors not 
water-course occasioned by the wash of a way to be conveyed by coursessoafto 
the side of the way; but the mayor and aldermen or selectmen, r ^ sr^ .  
upon complaint of a person whose building has been incommoded 
or whose business has been obstructed thereby may, after a view, 
order the surveyor or road commissioner to make alterations in 
such work.

Section 19. Towns may authorize their surveyors or road ^ S t f o ? lay 
commissioners or any other person to enter into contracts for making ^ pfiri.ng ™ys- 
or repairing the ways therein.

Section 20. The selectmen or road commissioners may enter Towns mayenter upon
upon, use or survey or take any land for the purpose of securing or lands, etc., 
protecting a public way or bridge; and all damages sustained tection of 
thereby shall be recovered in the same manner as damages caused ic r ' u .  

by the laying out of town ways.
Section 21. If an owner of land adjoining a way who sustained damagel°caused 

damage in his property by an act done for the purpose of repairing hr repaint 
the way, files his petition for compensation with the mayor and 
aldermen or selectmen or road commissioners, after the commence
ment and within one year after the completion of the work, thejr 
shall, within thirty days after the filing of said petition, unless the 
parties otherwise agree in writing, determine the amount of his 
damages and deduct therefrom the benefit, if any, to the complainant 
for such repair.

Section 22. If the petitioner is aggrieved, either by the esti- algHevedmay 
mate of his damages or by a refusal or neglect to estimate the same, “tpcply for iury' 
he may, within one year after the expiration of said thirty days, R. L. si, § 16. 
apply for a jury, and have his damages ascertained in the manner 
provided when land is taken in laying out highways, or he may, 
by agreement with the adverse party and upon application made 
within the same time, have them ascertained by a committee which 
shall be appointed by the county commissioners in their respective 
jurisdictions.
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Damages for Defects in Ways.

S e c t io n  23. If the life of a person is lost by reason of a defect 
or a want of repair of or a want of a sufficient railing in or upon a 
way, causeway or bridge, the county, city or town or person by law 
obliged to repair the same shall, if it or he had previous reasonable 
notice of the defect or want of repair or want of railing, be liable in 
damages not exceeding one thousand dollars, which shall be assessed 
with reference to the degree of culpability of the defendant and 
recovered in an action of tort, commenced within one year after the 
injury causing the death by the executor or administrator of the 
deceased person, for the use of the widow and children of the de
ceased in equal moieties, or, if there are no children, to the use of the 
widow, or, if there is no widow, to the use of the next of kin.

S e c t io n  24 .' If a person sustains bodily injury or damage in 
his property by reason of a defect or a want of repair or a wmnt of a 
sufficient railing in or upon a way, causeway or bridge, and such 
injury or damage might have been prevented, or such defect or 
want of repair or want of railing might have been remedied by 
reasonable care and diligence on the part of the county, city, town 
or person by law obliged to repair the same, he may, if such county, 
city, town or person had or, by the exercise of proper care and dili
gence, might have had reasonable notice of the defect or want of 
repair or want of a sufficient railing, recover damages therefor from 
such county, city, town or person; but he shall not recover from a 
county, city or towTn more than one fifth of one per cent of its state 
valuation last preceding the commencement of the action nor more 
than four thousand dollars, and no action therefor shall be main
tained by a person w’hose carriage and the load thereon exceeds the 
weight of six tons.

S e c t io n  25. A  county, city or town shall not be liable for an 
injury or damage sustained upon a way, causeway or bridge by 
reason of snow or ice thereon, if the place at which the injury or 
damage was sustained wras at the time of the accident otherwise 
reasonably safe and convenient for travellers.

S e c t io n  26. A person so injured shall, within ten days there
after, if such defect or wrant of repair is caused by or consists in 
part of snow or ice, or both, and in all other cases, within thirty 
days thereafter, give to the county, city, town or person by law 
obliged to keep said way, causewmy or bridge in repair, notice of the 
time, place and cause of the said injury or damage; and if the said 
county, city, towrn or person does not pay the amount thereof, he 
may within two years after the date of said injury or damage recover
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the same in an action of tort. Such notice shall not be invalid or 
insufficient solely by reason of any inaccuracy in stating the time, 
place or cause of the injury, if it is shown that there was no intention 
to mislead and that the party entitled to notice was not in fact 
misled thereby.

Section 27. Such notice shall be in writing, signed by the person To whom 
injured or by some one in his behalf, and may be given, in the case shall begiven' 
of a county, to one of the county commissioners or the county |£0-L 51 § 21 
treasurer; in the case of a city, to the mayor, the city clerk or ijjio, m, § l. 
treasurer; in the case of a town, to one of the selectmen or to the 
town clerk or treasurer. If the person injured dies within the time 
required for giving the notice, his executor or administrator may 
give such notice within thirty days after his appointment. If by 
reason of physical or mental incapacity it is impossible for the 
person injured to give the notice within the time required, he may 
give it within ten days after such incapacity has been removed, and 
if he dies within said ten days his executor or administrator may 
give the notice within thirty days after his appointment. Any 
form of written communication signed by the person so injured, or 
by some person in his behalf, or by his executor or administrator, 
or by some person in behalf of such executor or administrator, 
which contains the information that the person was so injured, 
giving the time, place and cause of the injury or damage, shall be 
considered a sufficient notice.

Section 28. A  defendant shall not avail himself in defence of Correction of
. . . . . . . .  defectiveany omission to state in such notice the time, place or cause of the notices, 

injury or damage, unless, within five days after receipt of a notice, ' ' 51, *22' 
given within the time required by law and by an authorized person 
referring to the injuries sustained and claiming damages therefor, 
the person receiving such notice, or some person in his behalf, noti
fies in writing the person injured, his executor or administrator, or 
the person giving or serving such notice in his behalf, that his notice 
is insufficient and requests forthwith a written notice in compliance 
with law. If the person authorized to give such notice, within five 
days after the receipt of such request, gives a written notice com
plying with the law as to the time, place and cause of the injury or 
damage, such notice shall have the effect of the original notice, and 
shall be considered a part thereof.

Section 29. If a city or town neglects to repair any way or Penalty on 
bridge which it is obliged to keep in repair, or neglects to make the neglect, etc. 
same reasonably safe and convenient when encumbered with snow, R' L' 51, § 23' 
it shall pay such fine as the court may impose.

Section 30. If, upon the trial of an indictment or action brought location not 
to recover damages for an injury received by reason of a defect or when.

R. L. 51, § 24.
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want of repair or want of sufficient railing in a way, causeway or 
bridge, it appears that the defendant has, within six years before 
such injury, made repairs on such way or bridge, it or he shall not 
deny the location thereof.

Private Ways and Bridges.

S e c t io n  31. If four or more persons are the proprietors and 
rightful occupants of a private way or bridge, and three of them make 
application in writing to a justice of the peace to call a proprietors’ 
meeting, the justice may issue his warrant therefor, stating the 
time, place and purpose of the meeting. The warrant shall be posted 
in a public place of the town in which such way or bridge is situated, 
seven days at least before the time appointed for the meeting.

S e c t io n  32. The proprietors and occupants so assembled shall 
choose a clerk and surveyor, who shall be sworn. They may deter
mine the manner of calling future meetings, what repairs of the way 
or bridge are necessary and the proportion of money and of labor 
and materials to be furnished by each proprietor and occupant for 
such repairs. The surveyor shall have the like powers with respect 
to such way or bridge as are exercised by surveyors of highways.

S e c t io n  33. A proprietor or occupant who refuses or neglects 
to comply with such vote, when required by the surveyor, shall be 
liable to him in an action of contract for the amount of his propor
tion, with ten per cent interest thereon.

S e c t io n  34. If a person so chosen refuses or neglects to accept 
that trust and take the oath, he shall forfeit five dollars.

S e c t io n  35. Damages and forfeitures recovered under the pro
visions of the two preceding sections shall be applied to the use of 
the proprietors for repairing said way or bridge.

S e c t io n  36. The proprietors and occupants may, at a meeting 
for the purpose, authorize any person to contract by the year, or 
for a longer or shorter time, for making and keeping in repair such 
private way or bridge, may vote to raise such amount of money as 
they consider necessary for carrying such contracts into effect; 
and may choose assessors, who shall assess each proprietor and 
occupant for his proportion of such amount according to his interest 
in such way or bridge, and shall deliver the lists of such assessments 
to the surveyor, with proper warrants of distress, in substance as is 
prescribed by law for collection of town taxes.

S e c t io n  37. The surveyor may levy and collect such taxes in 
the same manner as collectors of taxes are empowered to collect

*-

taxes.
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Section 38. If a surveyor neglects or refuses to pay over ac- Penalty on 
cording to the direction of his warrant the moneys so collected, he negE™ f°r 
shall be liable to such proprietors or occupants in an action of R' L' S1, § 32- 
contract for the amount of such sum or sums, together with twenty 
per cent interest in addition thereto.

PART 5.

Of R egulations and By -L aw s relative to W ays and B ridges.

Guide Posts.

Section 1. Every city and town shall erect and maintain guide Towns to main 
posts on the ways therein, at such places as are convenient for the ^ 1s“ sBulde 
direction of travellers and at such forks or intersections of ways E- h- 52’ 5 L 
which lead to adjoining cities or towns.

Section 2. Upon such guide posts shall be stated the name of Words on 
the city or town or place to which each road leads and the distance Il'l6 52,S§S2. 
to the same.

Section 3. Every city or town which neglects to erect and Penalty for. . .  . . .  . neglect to erectmaintain such guide posts, or a suitable substitute therelor, shall gists, 
annually forfeit five dollars for every guide post which it so neglects 
to maintain.'

Section 4. In case of an alteration or change in the name of any change of 
public way, place or section, or of any public park, where the name uEays.^tcT 
altered or changed has been in use for twenty-five years or more, 1909' 134' 
there shall be a right of appeal from any such alteration or change 
to the Massachusetts highway commission. Said appeal shall be 
taken within thirty days after any such alteration or change, and 
shall be by petition of at least twrenty-five legal residents of the city 
or town in which such alteration or change has been made, request
ing the reversal of such action. Notice of the filing of such petition 
shall forthwith be filed in the office of the clerk of the city or town in 
which the change has been made, and upon the filing of such petition, 
a public hearing shall be given by said commission, after such public 
notice as the commission shall determine, and unless the commission 
shall approve of such alteration or change, the same shall be of no 
effect.

Sidewalks.

S e c t io n  5. A person owning or occupying land adjoining a way sidewalks, 
in a town may construct a sidewalk within such way and along the SdingTet”  
line of such land, indicating the width of such sidewalk by trees, °Iyors’S™thor- 
posts or curbstones set at reasonable distances apart, or by a railing; Ey-L 52 s 4 
and if a sidewalk is so constructed, whoever rides or drives a horse
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or team upon and along the same shall forfeit one dollar, to be 
recovered by such owner or occupant in an action of tort. But the 
provisions of this section shall not affect the authority of surveyors 
of highways or of road commissioners, or any other authority which 
can be legally exercised over ways or diminish the liability of any 
person for unreasonably obstructing ways, nor shall it apply to 
cities.

By-Laws and Regulations.

S e c t io n  6 . Cities by ordinance and towns by by-laws may pro
vide for the removal of snow and ice from sidewalks within such 
portions of the city or town as they consider expedient, which 
ordinances and by-laws shall determine the time and manner of 
removal and shall affix penalties, not exceeding fifty dollars in the 
case of a city or ten dollars in the case of a town, for each violation 
thereof by an owner or tenant of land abutting upon such sidewalk.

S e c t io n  7. Any town which accepts the provisions of this sec
tion or has accepted the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, 
may annually appropriate and expend money for the removal of 
snow and ice from its permanent sidewalks constructed of brick, 
stone, cement, concrete or asphalt, and may provide that the board 
of assessors may assess upon the estates abutting on said sidewalks, 
from which snow or ice has thus been removed, the whole or any 
part of the cost of such removal; and the amount of such assess
ment upon each estate, unless previously paid, shall be certified by 
the board of assessors to the collector of taxes of the town, wrho shall 
include the same in the next tax bill issued for an annual tax upon 
such estate, and the same shall be a lien upon such estate, and shall 
be considered as part of, and shall be levied, collected and paid or 
abated in the same manner as, the town taxes on real estate.

S e c t io n  8. Any person, or the agent of any person, owning an 
estate abutting on any sidewalk as aforesaid, may, on or before the 
first day of November in any year, procure the exemption of such 
estate from the assessment aforesaid for the following year by a 
stipulation in writing with the selectmen that he will remove snow 
and ice from the sidewalk on which the estate abuts, at such time 
and in such manner as the selectmen or road commissioners shall 
direct; and if he fails to fulfil his stipulation the assessment above 
provided for shall be made and collected as if no such stipulation 
had been made.

S e c t io n  9. The municipal officer, board, commission or other 
municipal authority having charge of the laying out of public ways 
in cities and towns, is hereby authorized to grant permits and fix 
the fees therefor, not exceeding one dollar for any one permit, for
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the placing and maintaining of signs, advertising devices, clocks, 
marquees, permanent awnings and other like structures projecting 
into, or placed on or over the public highways, and to make rules 
and regulations relating thereto, and to prescribe the penalties for 
a breach of any such rules and regulations, not exceeding five 
dollars for each day during which any sign, advertising device, 
clock, marquee, permanent awning or other structure is placed or 
maintained contrary to the rules and regulations so made, after 
five days’ notice to remove the same has been given by the said 
officer, board, commission or other authority or by a police officer 
of the city or town.

Section 10. All signs, advertising devices, clocks, marquees, Regulation, 
permanent awnings and other like structures for which permits jjjjj 176 
shall be granted after the passage of this act, shall be constructed, 
and, when attached to a building, shall be connected therewith in 
accordance with the requirements of the inspector of buildings, 
building commissioner or other officer, board or commission having 
like authority in the city or town.

Section 11. The two preceding sections shall not apply to signs Not to apply 
or other structures projecting into or over the highway a distance ]£ccertam slgna' 
of less than six inches, nor to poles, wires, conduits, and appurte- 1915,176' 
nances of steam railroad, street railway, telegraph and telephone, 
water, gas, electric light, heat and power companies.

Section 12. Cities and towns may make ordinances and by- Use of ways, 
laws to prevent the pasturing of cattle or other animals, either with ' ' 52, § 6' 
or without a keeper; relative to the passage and driving of sheep, 
swine and neat cattle; prohibiting persons from riding or driving 
beasts of burden, carriage or draught, at a rate of speed inconsistent 
with public safety or convenience; regulating the passage of car
riages, sleighs, street cars, or other vehicles, or the use of sleds for 
coasting; regulating and controlling persons who frequent public 
places playing on hand organs, drums, trumpets or other musical 
instruments, upon or through any way or bridge, and may affix 
penalties of not more than twenty dollars for each violation thereof.
They may, by ordinance or by-laws, regulate the transportation of 
the offal of slaughtered animals upon or through any way or bridge 
and affix a penalty of not more than one hundred dollars for each 
violation thereof.

S e c t i o n  13. Whoever violates an ordinance or by-law prohibit- Fast driving,
. . . . .  . . arrests for.
ing persons from riding or driving at a rate of speed inconsistent R. l. 52, § 8. 
with public safety or convenience may be arrested without a warrant 
by an officer authorized to make arrests and kept in custody not 
more than twenty-four hours, Sunday excepted; at or before the
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expiration of which time he shall be brought before a proper magis
trate and proceeded against according to law.

S e c t i o n  14. Cities and towns shall not make any ordinance, 
by-law or regulation relative to the use of bicycles or tricycles except 
that the city council of a city or the selectmen of a town may also, 
under general regulations authorize the use of velocipedes or similar 
machines by children on the sidewalk of a public way, square or 
park; but the mayor of a city or the selectmen of a town may, in 
their discretion, upon special occasions and subject to reasonable 
conditions, grant permits to persons to ride bicycles or tricycles £  
during a specified time and upon' specified portions of the public 
ways at any rate of speed.

S e c t i o n  15. Whoever, without the permit provided for in the 
preceding section rides a bicycle or tricycle in or upon a way, square 
or park or land or driveway appurtenant to a public reservoir, at a 
rate of speed exceeding ten miles an hour, or, in a city, rides without 
a suitable alarm bell adapted for use by the rider, or after sunset in 
a city or town, without such alarm bell, or rides it on a sidewalk, 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty dollars for each 
offense, and shall be further liable for all damages occasioned to 
any persons thereby.

S e c t i o n  16. Proceedings for the enforcement of such penalties 
shall be commenced within sixty days after the offense is committed.

S e c t i o n  17. The term “ sidewalks,”  as used in the preceding 
sections, shall mean a sidewalk laid out as such by a city, town or 
district, and any walk in a city or town which is reserved by custom 
or specially prepared for the use of pedestrians. It shall not include 
crosswalks nor footpaths on ways lying outside of the thickly 
settled parts of cities and towns which are 'worn only by travel and 
are not improved by such cities or towns or by abutters. The terms 
“ bicycle”  and “ tricycle,”  as used in said sections, shall include all 
vehicles propelled by foot or hand power of the person riding them.
The terms “ park”  and “ square,”  as used in said sections, shall not 
include any spaces under the control of park commissioners, or of 
a park board or a park department of a city or town having power 
to make regulations relative to such spaces, and the said section 
shall not abridge the powers of such commissioners, board or depart
ment, except that they or it shall make no regulations requiring 
the display of a lamp or lantern upon a bicycle, and such regulation w  ' 
whenever made shall be void.

S e c t i o n  18. Every vehicle on wheels, whether stationary or in 
motion, on any public highway or bridge, shall have attached to it 
a light or lights which shall be so displayed as to be visible from the
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front and the rear during the period from one half an hour after 
sunset to one half an hour before sunrise: provided, however, that the 
provisions of this section shall not apply to any vehicle which is 
designed to be propelled by hand, or to any vehicle designed for the 
transportation, as its principal freight, of hay or straw while loaded 
with such freight.

S e c t i o n  19. Upon the written application and presentation of ® ^ mptj°ns. 
reasons therefor by the owner of a vehicle, the Massachusetts 
highway commission may, in writing, in such form and subject to 
such requirements as it may elect, and without expense to the appli
cant, exempt said vehicle from the provisions of the preceding 
section for such period of time as said commission may elect.

Section 20. Any person who, while driving or in charge of or Penalty in 
occupying a vehicle during the period from one hour alter sunset to i9ii, 578, § 3. 
one hour before sunrise, shall refuse, when requested by a police officer, 
to give correctly his name and address, shall be punished as provided 
in section twenty-two of Part 5 of this act.

Section 21. The driver or custodian of a vehicle shall be deemed Pr!ver; etc ',to be deemed
to be the responsible party and liable to the penalty provided for resp°nsibie.̂  
the violation thereof in the following section.

Section 22. Any person violating any of the provisions of the Penalty, 
four preceding sections shall be subject to a fine not exceeding I911, ° 78 ,8 6' 
five dollars.

Section 23. Nothing contained in this or any of the five pre- Not to affect 
ceding sections shall be construed to affect the provisions of any S ting113 ° 
existing statutes, rule or regulation requiring lighted lamps on ign^sf^ 5 4 
motor vehicles and the obligation of occupants or operators thereof.

Section 24. No person shall move a building in a way in a Moving of 
town without written permission from the selectmen or road com- ways regulated, 
missioners, to be granted upon such terms as in their opinion the ' L' 52, § 13' 
public safety may require; and the superior court shall have juris
diction in equity to enforce the provisions of this section.

Section 25. Whoever leads or drives a bear or other dangerous Regulation of 
wild animal or causes it to travel upon or be conveyed over a public ^streets?*18 
way unless properly secured in some covered vehicle or cage shall R~ L' 52, § l6- 
be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than twenty 
dollars.

Section 26. Any such animal which is found upon a public way Animals to be 
not so secured or caged may be killed by a sheriff, constable or r . l.'s2, §” 7. 
police officer.

S e c t io n  27. The county commissioners may establish by-laws By-laws to ( 
regulating the speed at which persons may ride or drive over any over certain 
bridge in their county which has cost not less than one thousand r . ^ m^m I68' 
dollars and which was constructed or is maintained in whole or in
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part by said county, except bridges controlled by the common
wealth, and may affix penalties not exceeding two dollars for a 
breach thereof.

S e c t io n  28. A city or town may establish ordinances or by
laws to prohibit persons from riding or driving horses at a rate 
faster than a walk over any bridge within its limits which has cost 
not less than five hundred dollars, and may affix penalties not 
exceeding one dollar for a breach thereof.

Section 29. The proprietors of an incorporated bridge may 
make by-laws to prohibit persons from riding or driving horses over 
such bridge at a rate faster than a walk; and may affix penalties 
not exceeding two dollars for each offense, to be recovered to the 
use of the corporation.

Section 30. The governor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, may make by-laws for the regulation of travel on roads and 
bridges belonging to the commonwealth. Whoever violates any 
such by-law shall be punished by fine of not more than fifty dollars.

Section 31. No person shall be liable to penalty under the 
provisions of the four preceding sections, unless a white board con
taining in black letters the substance of said by-laws is kept posted 
in a conspicuous place at each end of the bridge.

Section 32. Police, district and municipal courts and trial jus
tices, in the cities and towns in which the bridge terminates, shall 
have jurisdiction of complaints for the violation, on such bridges, 
of the provisions of the five preceding sections, as if the offense were 
committed within such city or town.

Section 33. The Massachusetts highway commission, county 
commissioners and any city or town in which a draw for the passage 
of vessels through a bridge used as a way and maintained at the 
public expense is situated, -whichever has control of said bridge may 
make ordinances or by-laws regulating the passage of vessels 
through such draw, not inconsistent with the regulations of the 
United States government on tide water bridges, and may affix 
penalties not exceeding fifty dollars for each violation thereof; 
but no such ordinance or by-law shall take effect until approved by 
the commission on waterways and public lands.

Section 34. When such ordinances or by-laws have been 
approved, said commission, county commissioners or the city or 
town shall place said draw under the direction of a suitable draw' 
tender, and shall post a copy of such ordinances or by-laws in 
some conspicuous place near by.

Section 35. Such draw tender shall have full control of the 
passing of vessels through the draw, shall furnish all facilities for 
such passing, shall allow no detention, having due regard for the
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public travel, and shall enforce the ordinances or by-laws afore
said.

Section 36. If a, vessel, through the negligence of the persons Owners of 
having charge of her, or through their neglect to comply with such for injury to 
ordinances or by-laws, or disregard of the directions of such draw § 29.
tender, injures a bridge or draw, or a pier or wharf connected there
with, the owner of such vessel shall be liable to the commonwealth, 
county, city or town, whichever has control of said bridge, for the 
damage to be recovered in an action of tort.

S e c t i o n  37. Such draw tender may remove a vessel which ^y^remove 
obstructs such draw, or interferes with the passage of other vessels vessel obstruct-7 . ing draw, etc.
through the same, or is made fast, without his consent, to such R. L. 52, § 30. 
draw or bridge or to a pier or wharf connected therewith, or which 
wilfully violates any such ordinance or by-law; and the expense of 
such removal may be recovered of the owner by the commonwealth, 
county, city or town.

Section 38. If a person, without the consent of the person or Weight of load 
corporation required by law to keep a bridge in repair or his or its ways.1 aln 
agent, permits more than twenty neat cattle or horses to be upon a ' ' ’ 8 ' 
bridge which is more than fifty feet from one abutment, pier or 
trestle part to another or drives or transports over such bridge a 
vehicle with a load exceeding forty-five hundred pounds in weight 
exclusive of the team and vehicle, and thereby breaks or injures the 
bridge, such person or corporation shall not be liable to such person 
for any damage caused thereby. No such person or corporation shall 
be liable for a defect in a bridge to a person the weight of whose 
carriage and load thereon exceeds six tons.

S e c t i o n  39. No traction engine, trailer, motor vehicle, draft Weight of load 
wagon, cart or other vehicle shall be operated upon or over a high- 1913, 803, § l. 
way or bridge in any city or town in this commonwealth, nor shall 
any object be moved over or upon any such highway or bridge, upon 
wheels, rollers or otherwise, in excess of a total weight of fourteen 
tons, including vehicle, object or contrivance and load, without first 
obtaining the permit mentioned in section forty-one of Part 5 of 
this act from the authority or authorities therein mentioned; nor 
shall any vehicle be operated or contrivance moved upon or over 
said highways or bridges which has any flange, ribs, clamps or other 
object attached to its wheels or made a part thereof, which will 
injure, cut into or destroy the surface of the highway or bridge for 
any considerable depth; and in the towns of the commonwealth 
outs'de of the metropolitan parks or sewerage districts no such 
engine, vehicle, object or contrivance for moving heavy loads shall 
be operated or moved upon or over any such highway or bridge 
the weight of which resting upon the surface of said highway or
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Speed limi
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1913, S03, § 2.

Permits to be 
granted.
1913, 803, § 3.

bridge exceeds eight hundred pounds upon any inch in width of the 
tire, roller, wheel or other object, without first obtaining said per
mit, unless such highway or bridge is paved wjth brick, block, sheet 
asphalt, concrete pavement or surface. The owner, driver, operator 
or mover of any such engine, vehicle, object or contrivance over 
said highway or bridge shall, unless relieved from liability in said 
permit, be responsible for all damages which said highway or bridge 
may sustain as a result of said action on his part, and the amount 
thereof may be recovered in an action of tort by the authority or 
authorities in charge of the maintenance or care of said highway or 
bridge; or by the authorities of the town, the Massachusetts high
way commission, or the county commissioners, whichever has charge 
of the highway or bridge which is injured.

S e c t io n  40. No steam traction engine, with or without trailers, 
and no motor truck carrying a weight in excess of four tons, including 
the vehicle, shall be operated upon any highway or bridge in this 
commonwealth at a speed greater than fifteen miles an hour; and 
no such vehicle carrying a weight in excess of six tons, including the 
vehicle, shall be operated upon any such highway or bridge at a 
speed greater than six miles an hour when such vehicle is equipped 
with iron or steel tires, nor greater than twelve miles an hour when 
the vehicle is equipped with tires of hard rubber or other similar 
substance.

S e c t io n  41. The Massachusetts highway commission, county 
commissioners, superintendents of the streets, selectmen, or road 
authorities having charge of the repair and maintenance of any 
highway or bridge in any of the towns in this commonwealth are 
hereby authorized upon proper application in writing, to grant 
permits for the moving of heavy vehicles, loads, objects or structures 
in excess of a total weight of fourteen tons, over said highways or 
bridges, and for operating or moving over any highway or bridge 
in any town in the commonwealth outside of the metropolitan parks 
or sewerage districts, any engine, vehicle, object or contrivance, 
the weight of which resting upon the surface of said highway or 
bridge exceeds eight hundred pounds upon any inch in width of tire, 
roller, wheel, or other object, which permits when duly granted 
shall authorize such movement. Said permits may be general 
or may limit the time and the particular roads and bridges which 
may be used, and may contain any special conditions or provisions 
which in the opinion of the authorities granting the same are neces
sary for the protection of said highways or bridges from injury. 
The authorities that have charge of any such bridge are hereby 
authorized to make regulations limiting the speed of any of the 
vehicles mentioned in this act passing over said bridge to a speed
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not to exceed six miles an hour, provided that notice is conspicu
ously posted at each end of the bridge affected by such regulation 
and the load capacity of the bridge is stated therein.

S e c t i o n  42. Any person violating any of the provisions of the Penalty, 
three preceding sections or the regulations made or permits granted 
under authority thereof shall be liable to a fine of not more than 
one hundred dollars for each and every offense, and said fines shall 
be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth for use on state 
highways or bridges when state highways or bridges are injured, and 
into the treasury of the city, town or county when any highway or 
bridge is injured which is under the care of said city, town or county, 
for use on the highways of said city, town or county in addition to 
any other moneys that may be available for that purpose.

S e c t i o n  43. Nothing in the four preceding sections shall connections 
authorize the passage of heavier vehicles or loads over bridges and 1M3’ 803> § 5- 
highways than are now authorized by law, or in any way change 
or increase the liability of the commonwealth or of any county, 
city or town to pay for any damage or injury to any person or 
property.

S e c t i o n  4 4 . If the city council of a city or the selectmen of a Fencing dan- 
town shall, after notice in writing to the parties in interest, adjudge 
a canal or waterway within the limits of the city or town to be dan
gerous to public travel, they may by an order in writing require any 
person owning, operating or controlling said canal or waterwa5  ̂
to fence the same.

S e c t i o n  45. If such order is not complied with within sixty Cost and 
days after written notice of it has been given, the city council or the R- L. 52, § 33. 
selectmen shall cause the same to be fenced and may collect the 
cost thereof in an action of contract from the person required to 
fence the same, who, for such neglect, shall also be liable to a fine 
of not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars.

PART 6.

O f  t h e  B o u n d a r i e s  o f  H i g h w a y s  a n d  O t h e r  P u b l ic  P l a c e s  
a n d  E n c r o a c h m e n t s  t h e r e o n .

S e c t i o n  1. If buildings or fences have been erected and con- Pences, etc.,
1 r j j  , # when bound-tinued ior more than twenty years, Ironting upon or against a ariesofways, 

highway, town way, private way, training-field, burying-place, iu 'l. 53, § 1. 
landing-place, street, lane or alley, or other land appropriated for 
the general use or convenience of the inhabitants of the common
wealth, or of a county, city, town or parish, and from the length of 
time or otherwise the boundaries thereof are not known and cannot
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be made certain by the records or by monuments, such buildings or 
fences shall be taken to be the true boundaries thereof.

S e c t io n  2. If such building, fence or other encumbrance is 
adjudged a nuisance and ordered to be abated, the materials may 
be sold at auction and the proceeds applied to the payment of the 
expenses of the prosecution and removal, and, if insufficient, the 
court may order the amount to be raised and levied upon the prop
erty of the defendant.

Section 3. Any person may remove gates, rails, bars or fences 
which are upon or across a highway, town way or private way 
legally laid out, or they may be removed by the order of a justice of 
the peace, unless they have been placed there to prevent the spread 
of disease dangerous to the public health, or unless they have been 
erected or continued by the license of the county commissioners or 
of the selectmen or road commissioners or of the person for whose 
use such private way was laid out. A person aggrieved by such 
removal may apply to the county commissioners, selectmen or road 
commissioners, respectively, and if upon examination it appears 
that such gates, rails, bars or fences were erected or continued by 
such license, they shall order the same to be replaced.

Section 4. Whoever builds or maintains a barbed wire fence 
within six feet above the ground along a sidewalk located oh a 
public way shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty nor 
more than fifty dollars.

Section 5. The aldermen in cities or the selectmen in towns 
may cause the removal from public ways and places ef unused 
poles, wires, structures or other appliances, at the expense of the 
owners thereof.

Section 6. The governor may annually issue a proclamation 
setting apart the last Saturday in April as Arbor Day and recom
mending that it be observed in the planting of trees, shrubs and 
vines, in the promotion of forest growth and culture, in the adorn
ment of public and private grounds, places and ways, and in such 
other efforts and undertakings as shall be in harmony with the 
general character of such day.

S e c t io n  7. No highway, town way, street, turnpike, canal, 
railroad or street railway shall be laid out or constructed over a 
common or park dedicated to the use of the public, or appropriated 
to such use without interruption for a period of twenty years; nor | 
shall any part of such common or park be taken for widening or 
altering a highway, towm wray or street, except with the consent of 
the inhabitants of the city or town, after public notice, given in the 
manner provided in cases of the location and alteration of highways, 
stating the extent and limits of the portion thereof proposed to be
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taken. Such consent shall be expressed by a vote of the inhabitants, 
if ten or more voters file a request in writing to that effect with the 
selectmen or the mayor and aldermen within thirty days after the 
publication of the notice; in the absence of such request, consent 
shall be presumed.

Section 8. In a city, such vote shall be taken by ballot, “ yes ”  
or “ no,”  in answer to the question of giving such consent, at meet
ings in the several wards on a day appointed for the purpose by the 
mayor and aldermen. Such meetings shall be notified and warned 
by the mayor and aldermen fourteen days at least before the day 
appointed therefor, and may be held on the same day with any 
election, if so appointed. The votes shall be received, sorted and 
counted, and declaration and return thereof made, and the returns 
from the several wards examined and the result ascertained in the 
same manner as at elections. All provisions of law relative to 
elections shall be applicable to such meetings, and a certificate of 
the result shall be recorded by the city clerk.

Section 9. Land of a public institution belonging to the com
monwealth shall not be taken for a highway, town way, street, 
turnpike, canal, railroad or street railway without leave of the 
general court.

Section 10. No building, except as provided in section eleven 
of chapter twenty-eight of the Revised Laws as amended, which 
exceeds six hundred square feet in area upon the ground shall be 
erected in or upon a common or park dedicated to the use of the 
public without leave of the general court. The superior court shall 
have jurisdiction in equity, upon petition of not less than ten tax
able inhabitants of the city or town in which such common or park 
is located, to restrain any violation of the provisions of this section.

PART 7.

Of t h e  Law  of t h e  R oad.

Section 1. When persons meet on a bridge or way, travelling 
with carriages, wagons, carts, sleds, sleighs, bicycles or other ve
hicles, each shall seasonably drive his carriage or other vehicle to 
the right of the middle of the travelled part of such bridge or way, 
so that their respective carriages or other vehicles may pass without 
interference.

Section 2. The driver of a carriage or other vehicle passing a 
carriage or other vehicle travelling in the same direction shall drive 
to the left of the middle of the travelled part of a bridge or way; and 
if it is of sufficient width for the two vehicles to pass, the driver of 
the leading one shall not wilfully obstruct the other.
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Section 3. No person shall travel on a bridge or way with a 
sleigh or sled drawn by a horse, unless there are at least three bells 
attached to some part of the harness.

Section 4. Whenever on any bridge or way, public or private, 
there is not an unobstructed view of the road for at least one hun
dred yards, the driver of every vehicle shall keep his vehicle on the 
right of the middle of the travelled part of the bridge or way, when
ever it is safe and practicable so to do.

Section 5. Whoever violates the provisions of the four preced
ing sections shall, upon complaint made within three months after 
the commission of the offense, forfeit not more than twenty dollars, 
and be liable in an action commenced within twelve months after 
the date of said violation for all damage caused thereby.

Section 6. In construing rules, by-laws and regulations con
cerning the use and operation of vehicles on the streets and ways in 
this commonwealth, street railway cars or other cars moving upon 
rails shall not be considered to be vehicles within the provisions of 
the five preceding sections unless it is otherwise expressly so 
provided.

PART 8.

M iscellaneous Provisions and R epeals.

Repeal of Certain Statutes.

Section 1. Chapter forty-seven of the Revised Laws, as 
amended by section one of chapter one hundred and eight of the 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and four, chapter two hundred 
and seventy-nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and 
eight, chapter four hundred and sixty-four of the acts of the year 
nineteen hundred and nine, chapter seven hundred and seventy-three 
of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen, chapter five 
hundred and fourteen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and 
fourteen; and chapter one hundred and twenty-five of the acts of 
the year nineteen hundred and four, chapter four hundred and fifty- 
four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine, chapter four 
hundred and ninety-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hundred 
and ten, chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year 
nineteen hundred and fourteen, and chapter eight of the general 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and fifteen are hereby repealed.

Chapter forty-eight of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter 
two hundred and forty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hun
dred and three, sections four and five of chapter four hundred and 
thirty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eight, 
chapter five hundred and eleven of the acts of the year nineteen
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hundred and ten, chapter twenty-four of the acts of the year nine
teen hundred and twelve, chapter five hundred and fifty-four of the 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve; and chapters five 
hundred and forty-six and five hundred and seventy-two of the 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen are hereby repealed.

Chapter fifty of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter five 
hundred and three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and 
two, and chapter two hundred and sixteen of the acts of the year 
nineteen hundred and eight, are hereby repealed.

Chapter fifty-one of the Revised Laws, as amended by section 
one of chapter one hundred and sixty-six of the acts of the year 
nineteen hundred and ten and by chapter two hundred and twenty- 
one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve; and 
chapters one hundred and ninety-six of the acts of the year nineteen 
hundred and seven, two hundred and eighty-nine of the acts of the 
year nineteen hundred and nine, one hundred and twenty-four of 
the general acts of the year nineteen hundred and sixteen, and 
sections eighty-one, eighty-two, eighty-three, eighty-five and 
eighty-six of chapter twenty-five of the Revised Laws are hereby 
repealed.

Chapter fifty-two of the Revised Laws and chapters two hundred 
and five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and two, one 
hundred and thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred 
and nine, five hundred and seventy-eight of the acts of the year 
nineteen hundred and eleven, one hundred and eighty-two of the 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, one hundred and 
seventy-six of the general acts of the year nineteen hundred and 
fifteen, and chapter thirty of the general acts of the year nineteen 
hundred and sixteen are hereby repealed.

Chapter fifty-three of the Revised Laws is hereby repealed.
Chapter fifty-four of the Revised Laws and chapters five hundred 

and twelve of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eight and 
two hundred and twenty-three of the acts of the year nineteen 
hundred and thirteen are hereby repealed.

Certain Provisions to be construed as Continuation of Existing
Statutes.

Section 2. The provisions of this act, so far as they are the 
same as existing statutes, shall be construed as a continuation 
thereof and not as new enactments, and a reference in a statute 
which has not been repealed to provisions of law which have been 
revised and re-enacted herein shall be construed as applying to 
such provisions as so incorporated in this act. The repeal of a law
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by this act shall not affect any act done, ratified or confirmed, or 
any right accrued or established, or any action, suit or proceeding 
begun under any of the laws repealed before the repeal took effect, 
but the proceedings in such case shall thereafter, so far as practi
cable, conform to the provisions of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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P a r t  I I .

LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED.

I.

1 A n  A c t  b e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  D is p o s it io n  o f  F e e s  r e c e iv e d  f r o m

M o t o r  V e h i c l e s .

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section thirty of chapter five hundred and thirty-four of the acts 

of the year nineteen hundred and nine, as amended by chapter five 
hundred and twenty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred 
and ten, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word 
“ town” , in the twentieth line, the words: —  or the county commis
sioners of the county, —  and by inserting after the word “ town” , 
in the twenty-fourth line, the words: —  or county, — so that said 
section shall read as follows: —

Disposition of Fees.

Section S O .  The fees and fines received under the provisions of 
this act, together with all other fees received by the commission 
or any other person under the laws of the commonwealth relating 
to the use and operation of motor vehicles, shall be paid monthly 
by the secretary of the commission or by the person collecting the 
same into the treasury of the commonwealth, and shall be used by 
the commission for such expenses as may be authorized by the 
general court to carry out the provisions of law regulating the use of 
motor vehicles; and the balance shall be expended, under the direc
tion of the commission, for the maintenance of state highways 
without specific appropriation by the general court, in addition to 
all sums already or hereafter appropriated by the general court for 
the same purpose, and an amount not exceeding twenty per cent 
of said balance may be expended in any one year by said commis
sion in repairing, improving, constructing or maintaining town or 
county highways, which are or may be used as through routes or 
which connect one city or town with another and where the select
men of the town (or the county commissioners of the county) 
apply, by petition in writing, to have said improvement, construc
tion or repair made, and said commission may expend any part of



70 HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. [ J a n .

said money on said work, together with any money which any 
town (or county) may appropriate for said purpose to be used on 
the same highway, and said way shall remain a town or county way. 
No bills or schedules for work or materials contracted for under the 
provisions of this section shall be paid unless such bills and sched
ules are approved by the commission, nor until after audit and 
certification by the auditor of the commonwealth as required by 
law for expenditures under specific appropriations. The provisions 
of section sixteen of chapter forty-seven of the Revised Laws shall 
not apply to any expenditures made under authority of this section 
out of the said fees or fines, and the counties shall not be required 
to repay to the commonwealth any part of such expenditures.

I

II.
A n  A c t  relative to the R epair or Improvement of Highways 

in Small T owns.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
When the county commissioners of any county petition for funds 

for the construction, improvement or maintenance of town or 
county highways under the provisions of section thirty of chapter 
five hundred and thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hun
dred and nine, as amended by chapter five hundred and twenty-five 
of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten, said commission 
may agree in writing with the Massachusetts highway commission 
to pay a part of the expense of said construction, improvement, 
repairs or cost of maintenance, and for that purpose may raise 
money in the same manner as money is raised for other county 
charges and expenses under the provisions of chapter twenty-one 
of the Revised Laws and acts in amendment thereof and in addition 
thereto, or they may for the above purpose borrow, on the credit 
of the county, such sum or sums as may be necessary and may issue 
notes of the county therefor for a term not exceeding two years.

III.
An A ct to promote the Better M aintenance of Public Ways 

constructed or improved by A id of Funds contributed 
by a County.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. When a public way other than a state highway has 

been constructed or improved by aid of money contributed by a 
county, the said way shall be kept in good repair by the town or 
city in which the same is situated.
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Section 2. If the town or city liable for the repair of a public 
way, such as set forth in section one, does not maintain and repair 
said way in a manner so that its condition is satisfactory and ac
ceptable to the county commissioners of the county in which such 
a way is situated, if the county has contributed funds for the con
struction or repair of said way, within five years, it shall be the duty 
of said commissioners to order specific repairs on said way in such 
manner as will prescribe and define the necessary work to be done 
to put the said way in proper repair and the time in which the 
repairs shall be completed. Said order shall be directed to said 
city or town in the same manner as other orders for specific repairs 
under the provisions of chapter forty-eight of the Revised Laws as 
amended by chapter five hundred and fifty-four of the acts of the 
year nineteen hundred and twelve, but no petition shall be required 
or notices issued as prescribed in said chapter forty-eight. Before 
issuing an order for specific repairs as required by this chapter, 
the county commissioners shall, however, give notice of their inten
tion so to do by serving the town or city clerk and the selectmen 
or mayor of the town or city wherein the way is situated, a written 
notice of said intention at least fourteen days before the date of 
their order for said specific repairs. Unless sufficient cause is shown 
why such order shall not issue, the commissioners shall order said 
specific repairs as aforesaid.

Section 3. Towns or cities in which said specific repairs are 
ordered shall be liable to make the same at the expense of the city 
or town, but county commissioners may order part of the expense 
paid by the county. If the town or city does not complete and 
perform the work within the time and in the manner prescribed, 
to the acceptance of the commissioners, the commissioners shall 
cause the same to be completed at the expense of the county and 
the amount expended shall be reimbursed to the county by the 
town or city in the same manner as provided in sections fifty-four 
and fifty-five of chapter forty-eight of the Revised Laws.

Section 4. County commissioners are hereby authorized to 
employ such persons, purchase such materials, road machinery, 
tools, and other equipment as may be necessary from time to time 
to effectively enforce the provisions of this and similar statutes.

Section 5. The county commissioners may, for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of this act, borrow money on the credit 
of the county and issue notes of the county therefor for a term not 
exceeding two years.
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IV.

A n  Act to promote the Better M aintenance and Construc
tion of R oads and to enable County Commissioners to 
furnish Advice thereon.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The county commissioners of any county may advise with and be 

consulted by the authorities of cities and towns relative to the 
construction, maintenance and repair of public ways, without 
expense to the cities and towns and for that purpose and for other 
purposes relative to complying with the provisions of chapter 
forty-eight of the Revised Laws and acts in addition thereto and 
in amendment thereof and other acts relative to the repair and 
maintenance of county roads and bridges, may employ a competent 
.engineer to assist in the preparation of plans, specifications and 
other information relative to roads. Said engineer shall have the 
title of county engineer and shall, under the direction of the com
missioners, aid in the securing of good roads throughout the county.

V.

A n  Act relative to the Construction of H ighway D itches 
and D rains.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:
Section 1. The Massachusetts highway commission, county 

commissioners or officials having charge of highways in any city or 
town may construct or cause to be constructed ditches or drains, 
for the purpose of properly draining any highway and may carry 
water away from any highway and over or through any lands of 
any person or corporation, as they may deem necessary for public 
convenience or the proper care or construction of such highway or 
way. Such ditch or drain shall be under the control of said officials 
who shall have the right to enter upon the land of any person or 
corporation for the purpose of constructing, repairing or maintain
ing such ditches or drains. Any person owning or occupying the 
land through which any ditch or drain has been constructed under 
the provisions of this section may, after securing a permit from the 
officials having control over such ditch or drain, lawfully construct 
and maintain a bridge across the same.

Section 2. No person, by himself, his agents or servants, shall 
deposit within or along any ditch or drain constructed under the
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provisions of this act, any material that shall obstruct the flow of 
. water in such ditch or drain.

Section 3. Any person sustaining damage by any act done under 
the provisions of this act may recover the same in the manner 
provided by law for the recovery of damages sustained because of 
the alteration or construction of public ways.

Section 4. Any person who deposits any material in any ditch 
or drain maintained under the provisions of this act, which ma
terial obstructs the flow of water therein, shall be punished by a 
fine of ten dollars for each offense, and shall be liable in an action 
of tort to pay, to the commonwealth, the county, the city or town 
controlling said ditch or drain, all the damages caused by him and 
all the cost and expense of removing said material and of cleaning 
out and of putting said ditch or drain back into good condition.

VI.

A n  Act to authorize Counties to improve R oads in Cities 
and T owns upon R equest of M unicipalities.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Whenever a petition has been presented to the 

county commissioners for the discontinuance, laying out, alteration, 
relocation, widening, or making specific repairs on any way, and 
said county commissioners have directed that certain work be done 
thereunder, and have made their return or order thereon, the city 
council or other governing body of a city or selectmen of a town 
may, in writing, request said county commissioners to perform 
said work or have it done as set forth in said return or order, and 
said commissioners shall thereupon be authorized to perform such 
work in such manner as they deem public interest and convenience 
require, not exceeding however the terms of said order.

Section 2. For that purpose said county commissioners may 
borrow from time to time on the credit of the county such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of said order, and the 
sums so borrowed shall be used for no other purpose.

Section 3. The county commissioners shall have the same 
power and authority for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of 
this act as are now granted to them by any provisions of law for the 
collection of the whole or a part of said costs from any city or town 
when said city or town has neglected to conform with any return or 
order made by said commission.
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VII.
A n  A c t  t o  e n a b l e  C o u n t i e s  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  P r o v is io n s  o f  

C e r t a i n  S t a t u t e s .

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The commissioners of any county are hereby authorized to 

borrow from time to time, on the credit of the county and to issue 
the notes of the county therefor, such sums as may be necessary to 
enforce any orders or directions made by them under the provisions 
of law to which the provisions of sections fifty-four and fifty-five 
of chapter forty-eight of the Revised Laws apply.

VIII.

A n  A ct to secure M ore Uniform Control over T own W ays. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The selectmen in towns under five million dollars 
valuation shall hereafter have, exclusive of all other town officials, 
except as is herein provided, control over highways, streets, ways 
and bridges within the town, excepting those which are under the 
control or supervision of the Massachusetts highway commission 
or the county commissioners.

Section 2. The selectmen in towns, shall, as soon after the 
annual town meeting as may be, in writing appoint a superintendent 
of streets, subject to the approval of the Massachusetts highway 
commission, who shall receive such compensation as they shall 
determine and shall be removable by them when public interest 
so requires.

Section 3. He shall, under the direction of the selectmen, have 
full charge of all repairs and labor upon streets, ways, bridges and 
sidewalks and of the construction or reconstruction of the same 
and of the construction and repair of sewers and drains where no 
other provision is made; and in relation to such matters he shall 
have the powers and perform the duties and be subject to the 
liabilities and penalties of surveyors of highways and road 
commissioners.

Section 4. Nothing in this act shall be construed to affect the 
provisions of law applying to any town in which a commission or 
town manager form of government exists.

Section 5. The office of highway surveyor, road commissioner 
and superintendent of streets when elected are hereby abolished;



1917.] HOUSE — No. 1653.

and all acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed.

Section 6. This act shall take effect on the first day of January, 
nineteen hundred and eighteen.

IX.

A n  A c t  relative to the Establishing of Exterior Lines on
Highways.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The Massachusetts highway commission, county 

commissioners within the county and municipal authorities having 
charge of the laying out and construction of highways in cities and 
towns may establish an exterior line such distance from the outside 
location lines of any state, county, city or town highway or way, 
as in their opinion public safety requires. Such line shall be estab
lished in the manner provided by law for the laying out of ways; 
and thereafter no structures shall be erected or maintained, no 
crops or trees shall be grown, nor any dirt, rock or material be 
allowed to remain thereon, which at any time are over four feet in 
height above the travelled part of said way, between such exterior 
line and the location line of said highway.

Section 2. If after such exterior line is established under the 
provisions of this act, any person, firm or corporation neglects or 
refuses to remove such structure, material or other obstacle or to 
cut down such trees or crops or thereafter places within said exterior 
line and the location line of said highway any such structure, 
material or other obstacle, or permits any such trees or crops to 
grow thereon, said officials may cause the same to be removed and 
placed upon the adjoining land of such owner or take such care 
thereof as their preservation or public safety requires.

Section 3. The Massachusetts highway commission, county 
commissioners or highway officials in cities and towns may at any 
and all times remove any structure, obstacle or material which is 
within the location lines of any state, county, city or town highway 
or way. No trees or crops shall hereafter be grown or maintained, 
or any work done within the location lines of any highway without 
first securing a permit therefor from the officials having charge of 
said highway.

Section 4. Any gravel, dirt or other road material within said 
location lines shall belong to state, county, city or town having con
trol of said highway and may be taken at any time for the purpose 
of repairing said highway.
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Section 5. County commissioners shall have all authority 
necessary to enforce the provisions of this act over any way hereto
fore or hereafter laid out or defined by them or their predecessors, 
and may by order from time to time prohibit any work being done 
within the location lines of any such way which in their opinion is 
detrimental to the public use, and shall have like authority to grant 
permits as above provided.

Section 6. Any person or corporation violating any of the pro
visions of this act shall be punished by a fine not exceeding fifty 
dollars for each offence; and any person who, by his servant or 
agent, digs up any highway or places any structure thereon, or does 
any work within said location lines without first obtaining said 
permit from the officials having control of said highway, shall be 
responsible for all damages sustained by any person thereby, and 
the person or corporation for whose benefit said work is done shall 
also be responsible to the state, county, city or town having control 
of said highway in an action of tort for the expense of restoring 
said highway to the same condition.

Section 7. Whoever sustains any damage by any act done by 
the state, city, county or town under the provisions of this act 
shall have the same remedies therefor as for damages sustained 
for the laying out of public ways.

X

A n  A ct relative to the Accounting in H ighway Departments
of T owns.

Be it enacted, etc., as Jollows:
The selectmen or road commissioners shall adopt a uniform 

system of accounting in connection with all highway work per
formed within the town, which system shall be prepared by the 
Massachusetts state highway commission and furnished by the 
selectmen to the superintendent of streets, and which shall contain 
a detailed statement of all receipts and expenditures for the outlay, 
construction, repair and labor of all streets, ways, bridges and 
sidewalks within said town.

XI.
AlN A ct relative to the Operation of T raction Engines, 

M otor and Other Vehicles upon Highways and Bridges.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. No traction engine, trailer, motor or other vehicle, 

in excess of a total weight of eight tons, including load and vehicle 
or the width of the load thereon which is in excess of eight feet,
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shall be operated upon or over any highway in this commonwealth 
outside of the thickly-settled portion where the buildings are 
situated at such distances as will average less than two hundred 
feet between them for a distance of a quarter of a mile or over, 
without first obtaining a permit from the authorities having charge 
of the repair and maintenance of such highways.

S e c t io n  2. Any person violating the provisions of this act or 
(lie regulations made or permits granted under authority thereof 
shall be liable to a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for 
each and every offense, and said fines shall be paid into the treasury 
of the commonwealth for use on state highways or bridges when state 
highways or bridges are injured, and into the treasury of the city, 
town or county when any highway or bridge is injured which is 
under the care of said city, town or county, for use on the highways 
of said city, town or county in addition to any other moneys that 
may be available for that purpose.

XII.

An A c t  r e l a t iv e  t o  H i g h w a y s , P u b l ic  A l l e y s , S e w e r s  a n d  
S i d e w a l k s  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  B o s t o n  a n d  t h e  A s s e s s m e n t  
o f  B e t t e r m e n t s  t h e r e f o r .

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section one of chapter three hundred and ninety-three of the acts 

of the year nineteen hundred and six is hereby amended by inserting 
after the word “  widened” , in the second line, the words: — or specific 
repairs made thereon, — so that said section when amended will read 
as follows: —  Section 1. Every highway in the city of Boston shall 
be laid out, relocated, altered, widened, or specific repairs made 
thereon, discontinued or constructed only as provided in this act 
or as provided in some other special act for a highway named 
therein; and in this act the word “ highway”  means any public 
way which has .become such through the act of the board or other 
authority or in any other manner; the words “ public alley”  mean 
any alley or passageway not exceeding twenty-five feet in width, 
laid out as a public alley by an order of the board of street commis
sioners of said city; the words “ parcel of real estate”  mean any 
lot of real estate a part of which is within one hundred and twenty- 
five feet of a highway or public alley ordered by said board to be 
laid out, relocated, altered, widened, discontinued or constructed 
as the lot was on the day of the first publication of notice of the 
intention to make the improvement, or on the day of passing the 
order therefor, if there is no such publication, including any lot a
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part of which is taken and any lot a part of the whole of which is 
leased, and excluding any land within any location of a railroad 
company, and any lot situated on another way having the same 
general direction with the highway or public alley and not more 
than two hundred and fifty feet distant therefrom, if no part of such 
lot is between the highway or public alley and a line drawn midway 
between the same and said other way.
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A p p e n d i x .

R esol ves  of 1915, C h a p t e r  95.

R e s o l v e  t o  p r o v id e  f o r  t h e  A p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  S p e c ia l  C o m m is s io n  t o

REVISE AND CODIFY THE L A W S RELATING TO H IGH W AYS AND BRIDGES.

Resolved, That a special commission, consisting of the Massachusetts highway 
commission and four persons to be appointed by the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, three of whom shall be county commissioners, shall 
consider the general laws relating to the laying out, construction and mainte
nance of highways and bridges and recommend such changes therein as it may 
deem advisable. The commission shall investigate such matters pertaining to 
highways and bridges as it may deem necessary, for a complete understanding 
of the subject. It shall make or cause to be made such a revision and codifica
tion of the laws relating to liighways and bridges as it may deem advisable with 
regard to the laying out, construction, maintenance and use of highways and 
bridges, and shall recommend a reclassification of highways and bridges and a 
just distribution of the cost of their laying out, construction and maintenance 
among the municipalities, the counties and the commonwealth. The commis
sion shall report its recommendations, with bills embodying the same, to the 
next general court not later than the seventh day of January. The members of 
the commission appointed by the governor shall receive such compensation 
as the governor and council may approve, and the commission may incur such 
expenses for legal and clerical assistance and other purposes as the governor and 
council may from time to time approve. [Approved May 12, 1915.

H o u s e , N o . S.

P r e l i m i n a r y  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S p e c ia l  C o m m is s io n  t o  r e v i s e  a n d  c o d if y

THE LAW S RELATING TO H IGH W AYS AND BRIDGES.

The Special Commission appointed under the provisions of chapter 9.5 of the 
Resolves of the year 1915 organized on the seventh day of October, the day 
after the confirmation of the appointment of its seventh member. William D. 
Sohier was elected chairman, and it was voted to employ a secretary and attor
ney, which action was approved by the Governor and Council.

The Special Commission has had compiled the laws pertaining to State, 
county and town ways, which compilation consists of about three hundred 
typewritten pages. The secretary was further instructed to prepare an abstract 
of the Massachusetts highway laws, which has been done.

The Commission has held many meetings, and has not only considered the 
highway laws of Massachusetts, but those of Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine,
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Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, California and many other States. It 
early became evident that the matter of highway improvements was a very 
complicated problem, and that if any results were to be accomplished some 
radical changes in the present law would be necessary, as there was no uniform 
system in towns for the repair or construction of highways.

The Commission sent an invitation to the county commissioners of the various 
comities to attend a meeting and discuss the general highway problems. A 
number of specific questions were discussed at the meeting, and the general 
consensus of opinion was that great improvement could be made in our roads if 
certain radical changes were made in the present law so as to secure a more 
economical expenditure of the money available for highways.

It was evident that a very large amount of the money expended in cities and 
towns upon highways was not securing the results which could be obtained if 
some standard for both construction and maintenance were to be adopted in the 
municipalities.

It also became evident to the Commission, after studying the laws of other 
States, that there existed no precedents applicable to the so-called township 
system as it exists in Massachusetts. In most States outside of New England 
a county system rather than a town system exists, and the counties construct 
and maintain the main highways, and in many cases all highways outside of 
the incorporated villages or boroughs, the money for such construction and 
maintenance being collected by a county tax, which the county levies. The 
incorporated villages or boroughs as a rule cover only a small area of the thickly 
settled part of the township, all the territory outside thereof being under the 
jurisdiction of the county.

In Massachusetts all highways except State highways are under the juris
diction of the cities and towns so far as the construction and maintenance of 
the roads are concerned. The county does have authority, however, to lay out 
a county way and have it constructed or specific repairs made thereon. After 
this is done, the jurisdiction over the highway, and its care and maintenance, 
devolve upon the city or town in which it is located.

The usual result is that the highways are not maintained in proper condition.
The same is true of the roads improved by the State Highway Commission under 
the “ small town act”  and from money available from the motor vehicle fees 
fund. Of the 317 towns and 36 cities in Massachusetts, over 100 towns are 
under 11,000,000 valuation, nearly 100 other towns have a valuation of between 
$1,000,000 and $2,000,000, and only 71 municipalities have over $10,000,000 
valuation.

Practically speaking, the 71 municipalities with a valuation of over $10,000,000 
have over 80 per cent, of the wealth of the State, and the remaining communities 
have less than 20 per cent, of the wealth. I f

There are in the State over 23,000 miles of road, of which over 17,000 are in 
country districts, and most of this mileage is in towns under $2,000,000 valua
tion. In many of these towns there is a very large amount of travel over the 
country roads because the roads in these towns are on the main lines connecting 
larger and richer communities.
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It is perfectly evident that if these roads are to be properly constructed or 
adequately maintained it cannot be done by the towns themselves entirely at 
their own expense, as they could not conceivably appropriate the necessary 
money. Some plan must, therefore, be devised whereby the expense of con
struction and maintenance of such main roads, so called, will be shared in some 
equitable manner.

It is evident that, before any radical changes in the law ought to be recom
mended, an exhaustive study, not only of the road conditions but of the financial 
ability of the various communities, must be made. The Commission believes, 
also, that it should have time to study these conditions, and possibly hold 
hearings in some convenient places throughout the Commonwealth, in order to 
give the town authorities an opportunity to present their views.

It will be seen that the three months available was not sufficient for this 
purpose, especially when there is taken into consideration the work the State 
Highway Commission is doing in many cities and towns which had to be fin
ished, all its accounts having to be closed by law on December 1 and presented 
to the State Auditor.

The Highway Commission had also to prepare its annual report to the Legis
lature, and special reports to the General Court on seventeen other matters 
submitted to it; consequently, the Commission did not have much time avail
able for the wTork of this Special Commission.

As this subject is of great importance to the State and requires careful research 
and study of various conditions affecting the problem, the Commission recom
mends that it be given further time in which to make this study in order to 
enable it to prepare a comprehensive codification or revision of the laws governing 
the construction and maintenance of highways and bridges in the Common
wealth, and for this purpose recommends the passage of the accompanying 
resolve.

Resolved, That the existence of the commission appointed under the authority 
of chapter ninety-five of the resolves of the year nineteen hundred and fifteen, 
and the time within which it was ordered to report a revision and codification 
of the laws relating to highways and bridges and a just distribution of the cost 
of laying out, constructing and maintaining highways, is hereby extended to 
the first Wednesday in January, nineteen hundred and seventeen.

F in a l  R e p o r t .

The Commission secured an extension of time, under the provisions 
o f chapter 24 of the Resolves of 1916 for the filing of its final report, 
to the first W ednesday in January, 1917. In pursuing its investiga
tions the Commission made trips through the New England States 
and N ew Y ork, where it studied the conditions existing, particularly 
those pertaining to the practical working of the highway law, and 
also to the maintenance of roads. Several statutes and metliods 
existing in other States recommended themselves to the Commission 
and are particularly detailed below.
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In the State of M aine the road authorities have the right to take 
property for drainage easements, thereby prom oting the better con
struction and maintenance of highways. In M aine there exists a 
State-aid road system, where a certain amount per mile per year is 
contributed by towns for the maintenance of a patrol system, and 
patrolmen are appointed by the State Highway Commission, each to 
patrol a certain number of miles of State and State-aid roads. On 
State-aid roads the towns contribute for maintenance an amount per 
mile equal to the amount per mile they spend upon their own roads, 
not exceeding $60 per mile per year.

In New Hampshire the patrol system is also in vogue, and the 
conditions existing in the northern part of the State, so far as traffic 
demands on the road are concerned, considering the small amount of 
traffic in the winter season, are somewhat similar to the conditions 
existing in the western part of this Commonwealth. In view of this 
fact gravel roads frequently dragged and properly maintained during 
the summer are, as a rule, sufficient to sustain the traffic requirements. 
In the southern part of the State, where the traffic is heavy, tarvia 
and macadam oil roads are being maintained.

In Verm ont there is a system of selected highways in force, which 
system seems to effectively handle the traffic at a minimum expense. 
The towns contribute a certain amount per mile on the selected high
ways and the same are maintained by a patrol system. There exists 
a one-half mill tax on all State property for highway purposes. This 
tax is paid direct to the State, which gives a large proportion of it 
back to the towns, which are allowed to spend the money to defray 
the expense of maintenance of the selected highways in the town. 
The patrolmen on these routes are selected by the town officers, sub
ject to the approval of the Highway Commissioner. The Highway 
Commissioner can prevent the paym ent of this tax back to the towns 
provided the towns do not com ply with the instructions relative to the 
maintenance of the selected highways therein. The money received 
for automobiles is expended on the selected highways, at the direction 
of the Highway Commissioner, thereby eliminating the possibility of 
the towns neglecting or refusing to maintain their highways, and the 
maintenance of roads is thereby indirectly secured b y  the commissioner 
through the powers given him to prevent the repayment to towns of 
the one-half mill tax. In Verm ont the towns have to maintain all 
State roads.

There is no system of secondary ways in R hode Island, and the 
secondary ways are not maintained at present. The Rhode Island 
Commission has not any power similar to that of the Massachusetts
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Commission, in reference to the laying out of highways. The patrol 
system also exists in R hode Island. Rhode Island has a statute 
whereby the cost of construction and maintenance of bridges may be 
assessed on various cities and towns within the same county.

In Connecticut all State highways are specifically designated by 
statute. Roads are built and maintained by the State alone. Connect
icut has at present approximately 12,000 miles of highways, of which 
1,500 miles are State or State-aid roads, the money being originally 
provided for by bond issue. Patrols are em ployed on secondary roads, 
the gang system of maintenance used on the heavy traveled roads 
being the same as maintained in Massachusetts. The Highway C om 
missioner made the statement that on the road between New Y ork 
city  and Bridgeport the use of autom obile trucks during the winter 
season had cost the State the sum of $100,000 for repairs, five miles 
of macadam road being broken up by  the heavy traffic.

New Y ork  has a very comprehensive system for the maintenance 
and construction of highways. The highways are generally divided 
into four classes, —  State highways, county highways, county roads 
and city and town roads. The H ighway Commissioner stated that 
much damage had been done on the road from New Y ork  to Albany 
by automobile trucks, and that 30 miles of highway were broken 
through during the winter season of 1916, necessitating the expendi
ture of a great deal of money in repairs. The total estimated mileage 
in the State of New York, outside of city  and town roads, is approxi
mately 79,000 miles. Of this, 7,000 miles are State roads, o f which 
4,000 miles are macadam and cement and 3,000 miles gravel. There 
are now contemplated 3,000 miles more of State road. This 10,000 
miles will take in practically all of the through trunk lines. In addi
tion to this, the counties will have from  6,000 to 7,000 miles of m ac
adam and 4,000 to 5,000 miles of gravel roads, the balance of the 
mileage being only minor roads and not requiring any improvement. 
In estimating the cost of the New Y ork highway system of develop
ment, the entire mileage and valuation of the State were ascertained 
and the cost per mile figured on. New Y ork has a system of super
vising the maintenance of small town roads which works more or less 
successfully, whereby the State contributes a certain amount per year 
per mile. The per cent, contributed by the State is greater in the 
poorer towns. The jurisdiction over local superintendents of streets 
and road officials is much greater than now exists in Massachusetts.
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L a c k  o f  U n i f o r m i t y  o f  E x i s t i n g  S t a t u t e s .

The law existing in Massachusetts relating to the taking of land is 
made up of a great number of different statutes which have been in
corporated from  time to time in the various revisions of the law, with 
no apparent attem pt to change the various enactments in any way.

This condition is found to exist through Revised Laws, chapters 48,
51, 52 and 53. M any of the sections of chapter 48, as well as those 
of the other chapters above mentioned, have been handed down from 
as far back as 1693. M any of these sections have not been changed Im
materially in the last four revisions of the laws, being in the same 
language as appeared in the Revised Statutes of 1836.

It seems apparent, after an investigation of the history o f the law 
relative to highways and town ways, that there has been no serious 
effort to eliminate the old and inoperative sections of the law in any 
of the revisions within the last seventy-five years.

M any sections of the Revised Laws relative to the taking of land for 
public purposes have been affected or amended almost every year 
since 1902.

Chapter 48 of the Revised Laws presents the procedure in general 
relative to the laying out, alteration, relocation and discontinuance o f 
highways and the making of specific repairs thereon. The provisions 
from  sections 1 to 57 were incorporated at various times from the 
year 1693 down to the date of the Revised Laws. Chapter 48 is a 
fairly comprehensive statute, however, as to the procedure in this class 
of cases, although many sections are obsolete so far as practical use is 
concerned. For instance, sections 29 to 51 inclusive, relative to a 
sheriff’ s jury, have not been taken advantage of for over forty  years 
in practically all of the counties in the Commonwealth, and many 
county commissioners who have served for a great many terms have 
no recollection of any action ever having been brought under these 
sections. Because of this fact, and also because of the fact that a 
sheriff’s jury is undoubtedly a more expensive procedure than that of 
a ju ry  in the Superior Court, the Commission has seen fit to eliminate 
these sections from  the codification. An additional reason for the 
elimination of the sections relating to the sheriff’s ju ry  appears from a p .  
study of the history of the law, which shows that the sheriff’s jury was 
the only remedy which a person damaged by the laying out of high
ways or the taking of land therefor had until the year 1873, when the 
right to a trial by a jury in the Superior Court was granted in this 
class of cases.

In the same chapter, sections 65 to 83 deal with the laying out,
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alteration and discontinuance of town ways. These refer to the county 
highway law in sections 1 to 8 inclusive for procedure. These statutes 
apparently date from  the year 1693, 1713 and 1746. The statutes 
relative to State highways appear in chapter 47.

Sections 58 to 64 of chapter 48, in reference to the jurisdiction of 
towns over highways and county bridges, have been com bined with 
similar provisions relative to cities appearing in chapter 546 of the 
Acts of the year 1913.

Sections 65 to 83 inclusive, which include a fairly comprehensive 
statute in reference to town and private ways, have been left substan
tially as they appear in the Revised Laws.

Sections 68 to 90 inclusive, in reference to the county of Suffolk, 
have been eliminated from  the codification in view of the fact that 
these sections have been superseded by the provisions of chapter 393 
o f the Acts of the year 1906, “ An A ct in reference to the taking of 
lands by the city  of Boston.”  In order to give the proper authorities 
in Boston all necessary powers a statute has been recomm ended 
amending said chapter so as to give proper authority over the making 
of specific repairs, concerning which there is now some question as to 
whether or not said chapter 393 is so drawn as to include specific 
repairs of highways.

N o material changes have been made in chapter 47 in reference to 
State highways or chapter 50 in reference to betterments, except to 
incorporate in said chapters recent amendments and acts affecting 
the same.

In reference to chapter 51, sections 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9 have been 
omitted as being, in the opinion of the Commission, inoperative. In 
this chapter have been incorporated such provisions of chapter 25 of 
the Revised Laws as relate to the appointm ent and duties of highway 
officials. Other changes have been made in chapter 51 by incorporat
ing other statutes amending and affecting said chapter.

In chapter 52, Revised Laws, recent enactments have also been 
added and various minor changes made therein. Sections 14 and 15 
have been eliminated as being inconsistent with chapter 803 of the 
Acts of the year 1913; also, sections 23 and 24 have been om itted as 
being inoperative at the present time. N o material changes have been 
made in either chapters 53 or 54.

H e a r i n g s .

Some of the facts developed at hearings and some of the opinions 
expressed are noted below.

A t the hearing in Berkshire County, in Pittsfield, the people present
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generally approved of the appointm ent of a district superintendent of 
streets for small towns, and also were in favor of the appointm ent of 
a county engineer. The opinion was expressed that upon the appoint
ment of a county engineer the roads would be better maintained.

It was stated that the present system of working out taxes on roads 
had proved unsatisfactory. M any also favored the appointm ent of a 
superintendent of streets in towns by the selectmen, subject to the 
approval of the Highway Commission. The provisions in chapter 48 
in reference to the sheriff’ s jury have not been in use for over forty 
years in Berkshire County.

It was stated that if a district superintendent was appointed in 
small towns the salary of such officer ought to be proportioned among 
the various towns in the district on the basis of their valuation and 
mileage. Evidence was produced showing that great damage was 
done to the roads in Berkshire C ounty by automobile trucks, and 
many therefore favored a greater tax on m otor trucks. It was sug
gested that towns be allowed to select a superintendent of streets 
from  a qualified list made up by the Highway Commission.

In Hampden C ounty, at the hearing held in Springfield, statements 
were made that small towns are unable at present to secure or to pay 
for a com petent man for superintendent of streets, and many favored 
the passage of legislation establishing road districts. It also appeared 
that the appointment of a county engineer was favored by those 
present.

A t the hearing in N ortham pton many favored the appointment of 
a county engineer, thinking that he could assist small towns very 
materially by giving them advice in reference to the maintenance of 
their highways. It also appeared that m any were in favor of abolish
ing the office of highway surveyor. It appeared that the county 
commissioners are introducing a system of road dragging throughout 
the county of Hampshire. Several also favored a higher tax on 
automobiles.

A t the hearing in Franklin County, in the town of Greenfield, many 
approved of the appointm ent of a county engineer and of a district 
superintendent of streets in small towns. M any also favored the ap
pointment by  the selectmen of superintendent of streets in large 
towns and the abolishing of the office of road commissioner and 
highway surveyor.

In Essex C ounty, at the hearing held in the city  of Salem, state
ments wrere made recommending the increasing of the tax on m otor 
vehicles. Representatives from  several small tovrns in the county 
favored the establishing of a road district and the appointm ent of a
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district superintendent of streets therein, provided the statute was 
permissive.

In W orcester County, at the hearing held in Worcester, many fa 
vored the appointm ent of a county engineer and also of the establish
ing of road districts in small towns. Several officials in small towns 
were in favor of having a superintendent of streets appointed by the 
selectmen and the office of highway surveyor and road commissioner 
abolished.

At the hearing in Barnstable, in the county of Barnstable, a larger 
tax on autom obile trucks was favored. Representatives from  many 
small towns also favored the establishment of a road district.

At the hearing in Plym outh County, in the city of Brockton, state
ments were made approving the appointm ent by the selectmen of 
superintendent of streets in large towns and abolishing the office of 
highway surveyor and road commissioner. Representatives from  
small towns also favored the establishment of a road district. Several 
also approved of the idea of appointing a county engineer.

A t a hearing in Bristol County, in the city  of Taunton, it was 
suggested that cities be given the right to take land in fee for high
way purposes. Several favored making a lower limit of weight on 
trucks, bringing the limit to 600 pounds per inch of tire instead of 
the present law of 800 pounds.

At the hearing in M iddlesex C ounty, in the city of Cambridge, 
statements were made tending to show that small towns ought to be 
forced to maintain roads upon which State and county m oney has 
been spent. Under the present system such roads are neglected and 
allowed to get out of repair by the towns. Where a county engineer 
has been appointed, representatives of small towns stated that they 
received a great deal of valuable advice and assistance in the main
tenance of their roads. The statement was made that towns ought to 
be forced by  the State or some other authority to spend a certain 
amount of the tax levy on the maintenance of highways. The opinion 
was also expressed that the limit of load of autom obile trucks should 
be reduced; also that there should be certain limits to the width and 
height of the load on such vehicles. Opinion was expressed that 
autom obile operators and owners should be liable for damages done 
to bridges. Approval of the appointment of superintendent of streets 
by selectmen alone was also recommended.

A t the hearing in N orfolk County, in Dedham, approval of the 
appointm ent of superintendent of streets by selectmen subject to the 
approval of the Highway Commissioners was recomm ended. Approval 
of a district superintendent of streets was also apparent. M any also
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favored the appointm ent of a county engineer, and of reducing the 
limit of load on autom obile trucks. Statements were made approving 
of some scheme to insure a better tenure of office for superintendents 
of streets.

T a b l e  s h o w in g  t h e  M e t h o d  o p  a d m in is t r a t in g  H i g h w a y  A f f a ir s  i n

V a r i o u s  C o u n t i e s .

Norfolk County.

Fifteen towns elect board of selectmen who appoint a superintendent of streets 
who has charge of highways.

Seven towns elect one highway surveyor who has charge of highways.
One town elects two highway surveyors who have charge of highways.
One town elects superintendent of streets who has charge of highways.
One city elects mayor who appoints commissioner of public works who has 

charge of highways.
One town elects selectmen who appoint general manager who appoints superin

tendent of streets who has charge of highways.
One town elects board of road commissioners who act as highway surveyors, 

each having a district in charge.
One town elects board of selectmen who appoint highway surveyors, each having 

a district in charge.
One town elects board of selectmen, each having charge of a district.

Middlesex County.

Sixteen towns elect selectmen who appoint a superintendent of streets.
Nine towns elect one highway surveyor.
Four towns elect road commissioners who appoint a superintendent of streets.
Two towns elect board of public works who appoint a superintendent of public 

works, comprising sewer, water and highway departments.
Two towns elect road commissioners, each having a road district.
One town elects road commissioners and one highway surveyor who has charge 

of all the streets.
One town elects highway surveyors who appoint a superintendent of streets.
One town elects three highway surveyors.
One town elects one road commissioner.
One town elects board of selectmen who appoint a superintendent of public 

works.

Worcester County.

Nineteen towns elect board of road commissioners who personally have charge 
of highways.

Nineteen towns elect board of selectmen who appoint a superintendent of streets. 
Eight towns elect board of road commissioners who appoint a superintendent 

of streets.
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Three towns elect board of road commissioners who act as highway surveyors.
Two towns elect board of selectmen who act as highway surveyors.
One town elects four highway surveyors.
One town elects board of selectmen who appoint thirteen highway surveyors.
One town elects board of road commissioners who appoint twelve highway 

surveyors.
One town elects three highway surveyors.

Plymouth County.

Nine towns elect one highway surveyor who has charge of highways.
Six towns elect board of selectmen who appoint superintendent of streets.
Seven towns elect board of road commissioners who personally have charge of 

highways.
One town elects board of road commissioners who act as highway surveyors, 

with others appointed by them.
One town elects one road commissioner who has charge of highways.
One town elects eight surveyors of highways who have charge of highways.
One town elects highway surveyors (number not given) who have charge of 

highways.

Berkshire County.

Ten towns elect board of selectmen who appoint superintendent of streets.
Nine towns elect board of selectmen who have charge of road districts.
Six towns elect board of road commissioners who personally have charge of 

highways.
Two towns elect highway surveyor.

Franklin County.

Six towns elect board of selectmen who appoint superintendent of streets 
who have charge of highways.

Six towns elect board of road commissioners who act as highway surveyors, 
each having a district in charge.

Four towns elect board of selectmen who act as highway surveyors, each having 
a district in charge.

Three towns elect one highway surveyor who has charge of highways.
Two towns elect board of selectmen who appoint district highway surveyors who 

have charge of highways.
One town elects one highway surveyor who appoints district highway surveyors 

who .have charge of highways.
One town elects road surveyors for districts who have charge of highways.
One town elects four highway surveyors who determine among themselves the 

district they shall have.
One town elects a superintendent of streets who has charge of highways.
One town voted to leave the matter of repairing highways and town ways and 

bridges with the selectmen to do as they please.
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Hampshire County.

1‘ ive towns elect board of selectmen who appoint highway surveyors.
Five towns elect one highway surveyor.
Four towns elect board of selectmen who appoint superintendent of streets. 
Two towns elect road commissioners who act as highway surveyors, each having 

a district in charge.
One town elects board of public works who appoint a superintendent of streets. 
One town elects two highway surveyors at annual meeting.
One town elects road commissioners who have charge of all the highways.
One town elects three highway surveyors.

Barnstable County.

Five towns elect board of road commissioners who personally have charge of 
highways.

Five towns elect one highway surveyor who personally has charge of highways.
Two towns elect board of selectmen who appoint superintendent of streets.
Two towns elect highway surveyor who appoints foremen who have charge of 

highways.
One town elects four highway surveyors for four districts who have charge of 

highways.

Essex County.

Ten towns elect one highway surveyor who has charge of highways.
Seven towns elect board of selectmen who appoint superintendent of streets.
Three towns elect board of road commissioners who personally have charge of 

highways.
Two towns elect board of public works who appoint superintendent of streets.
Twro towns elect board of selectmen who personally have charge of highways.
One town elects ten highway surveyors who have charge of highways.
One town elects board of road commissioners who appoint superintendent of 

streets.
One towm elects highway surveyor for three years who has charge of highways.
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T a b l e  s h o w i n g  S p e c i a l  H i g h w a y  A c t s  a n d  A m o u n t s  a p p r o p r i a t e d

THEREFOR.

1916.

H i g h w a y  i n  — Amount. Chapter.

A s h b y , ................................................................................................... $10,000 214
Pelham, . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 206
Hubbardston, . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 210
Barre, . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 212
Hingham, . . . . . . . . . . . 200,000 213
Lunenburg, . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 215
Sandwich, . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 216
Templeton, . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 217
Medford, . . . . . . . . . 5,000 219
Revere, . . . . . . . . 200,000 230
Southbridge, . . . . . . . . . 15,000 202
Dracut, . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 203
Norton, . . . . . . . . 8,000 204
Bourne, . . . . . . . . . 10,000 205

$513,000 -

1915.

Four western counties, . . . . . . . $2, 000,000 221
Brookfield, . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 257
Ashburnham, . . . . . . . . 10,000 229
Mashpee, . . . . . . . . . . 14,000 242
Hopkinton, . . . . . .  .' 5,000 232
Norton, . . . . . . . . . 12,000 230

$2,051,000 -

1914.

H o l d e n , .................................................................................................... $10,000 668
Dalton, . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 502
Hinsdale, . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 503
Southbridge and Dudley, . . . . . . . . 10,000 779
Becket to Hinsdale, . . . . . . . . . 10,000 756
Holden to Rutland, . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 668
Milford to H o p k i n t o n , ........................................................................ 10,000 711
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1914 —  Concluded.

H i g h w a y  i n  — Amount. Chapter.

Cummington to Adams, . . . . 1 0 ,0 0 0 1451

Egremont, . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,000 733

New Marlborough, . . . . . 1 0 ,0 0 0 754

$105,000 -

1913.

Dalton to G o s h e n , .................................................................................. $10,000 731

Ware to West B ro o k fie ld ,......................................................................... 10,000 776

Hinsdale to Chester, .................................................................................. 10,000 730

Provincetown, . . . .  .................................... 5,000 881
Dracut to Methuen...................................................................................... 30,000 712

$65,000 -

1 Resolve.
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S t a t is t ic a l  T a b l e s .

Barnstable County.

N amk. Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (pei 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

B a r n s t a b l e , .................................... $9,852,706 190 $51,856 $57,400 00 $5 82 $2,000 $3 60 $5 20 $2 00 $1,200 00 $18 10

Bourne, .................................... 8,006,908 106 75,536 20,275 00 2 53 1,500 4 00 5 75 2 25 1,000 00 12 40

B rew ster ,............................................. 1,555,568 57 27,290 4,896 00 3 14 1,500 4 00 6 00 2 00 - 16 00

Chatham, . . . . . . 2,161,582 50 43,231 5,750 00 2 66 700 3 60 5 20 2 00 600 00 13 50

D e n n i s , ............................................. 1,699,450 65 26,145 8,150 00 4 79 - - - - - 20 00

Eastham, ............................................. 591,829 45 13,151' 1,200 00 2 02 - - - - - 15 50

Falm outh ,............................................. 17,867,525 122 146,455 47,350 00 2 65 9,000 4 25 6 25 2 25 2,200 00 10 20

Harwich.................................................. 1,936,961 80 24,212 9,935 00 5 12 1,250 4 00 6 00 2 00 - 18 00

M a s h p e e ,............................................. 36S.035 55 6,6911 1,000 00 2 71 - - - - - 25 50

Orleans........................................... 9,473,033 33 287,088 9,440 00 99 3,900 3 60 5 20 2 00 - 4 50
Provincetown, . . . . . 2,663,828 12 221,985 6,918 00 2 59 200 5 00 6 00 2 00 650 00 22 00

Sandwich,............................................. 1,692,566 80 21,157 4,241 00 2 50 400 - 5 00 2 00 - 23 30

Truro, . . . . . . 580,070 70 8,286 2,750 00 4 74 100 - - 2 00 - 15 00

W e llfle e t ,.................................... 908,666 42 21,634 1,732 00 1 90 - 3 52 5 00 2 00 - 18 00

Y a r m o u t h , .................................... 2,956,631 69 42,849 4,819 30 1 63 2,500 3 60 5 20 2 00 - 15 20

$62,316,258 1,115 - $185,856 30 - - - - - - -

County mile value, $55,889. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $2.98.
1 Estimated.
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Berkshire County.

N a m e . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Adams, . . . . . . SO,002,279 52 1173,121 $43,500 00 S4 83 S5.000 - $5 75 $2 50 $1,560 00 $20 00

A l f o r d , ............................................. 233,760 21 11,036 800 00 3 42 200 4 00 2 00 - 18 90

Becket, . . . . . . 902,800 81 11,145 4,500 00 4 98 300 - 5 00 2 00 - 18 00

Cheshire, . . . . . . 1,116,806 68 16,423 3,150 00 2 82 300 S3 00 4 00 1 75 - 16 00

Clarksburg, . . . . . 365,171 15 24,344 10,057 00 2 75 300 3 00 4 50 1 80 - 23 00
Dalton, . . . . . . 7,563,226 35 216,092 17,000 00 2 24 - 3 60 5 00 2 18 - 13 80
Egremont, . . . . . . 654,692 35 18,186 2,750 00 4 20 250 - 5 00 2 00 - 14 00
Florida, . . . . 583,261 51 11,436 4,000 00 6 85 500 3 12 4 50 1 75 - 15 00

Great Barrington, . . . . 8,026,664 82 97,886 33,594 00 4 18 5,000 3 00 5 00 2 00 - 13 20
Hancock, . . . . . . 508,880 25 20,355 3,509 00 6 89 200 - 5 00 2 00 - 15 80
H in sd a le ,............................................. 898,016 33 27,212 3,675 00 4 09 300 - 4 00 2 00 - 17 70

Lanesborough, . . . . . 867,353 53 16,3051 2,500 00 2 88 • - - _ - 20 00

Lee, . . . . . . . 3,851,745 61 63,143 9,986 00 2 59 2,500 - 5 00 2 50 23 00

Lenox, . . . . . . 10,724,198 55 194,985 1,850 00 17 300 -  ' 4 00 1 75 16 00

Monterey, . . . . . . 442,994 48 9,229' 1,500 00 3 38 - - - - 15 00

Mount Washington, . . . . 175,195 21 8,342 ‘ 1,500 00 8 57 - - - - - 15 50
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New Ashford, 85,000 13 6,538' 800 00 9 41 - - - - - 21 50

New Marlborough, 1,002,600 102 9,829 7,636 00 7 61 300 - 4 50 1 75 - 20 00

North Adams, . . . . 18,077,919 67 269,819 27,900 00 1 54 22,520 3 50 4 50 2 00 1,200 00 21 10

Otis, . 351,154 60 5,852 3,600 00 10 25 400 - 5 00 2 25 - 20 30

P e ru ,............................................ 210,107 45 4,669 2,025 00 9 63 300 - 4 50 2 00 - 17 50

Pittsfield, . . . • • • 45,025,662 153 294,285' 165,000 00 3 66 - - - - - 22 60

Richmond, . . . 839,153 63 13,319 2,950 00 3 51 2,775 - 6 00 2 00 - 25 30

Sand is field. 491,833 100 4,918 3,750 00 7 62 550 3 00 4 50 1 75 - 22 00

Savoy, . . 251,350 63 3,989 1,750 00 6 96 500 - 4 00 1 75 - 28 00

Sheffield, . . . . 1 ,,625,683 100 16,256 7,754 00 4 74 100 - 4 00 1 75 - 17 50

S t o c k b r id g c , .................................... 6,271,692 44 142,538 15,500 00 2 47 1,000 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 16 80

Tyringham, 467,456 29 16,119 2,200 00 4 70 1,200 - 5 00 2 00 - 18 80

Washington, . . . 376,000 51 7,372 1,800 00 4 78 200 3 00 5 00 2 00 - 19 00

West Stockbridge, . . 667,513 45 14,833' 3,000 00 4 49 - - , - 22 50

Williamstown, . . . . . 6,223,944 67 92,894' 20,000 00 3 21 - - - - - 14 50

Windsor, . . . . . . 390,000 82 4,756 1,900 00 4 87 200 - 4 50 2 00 - 21 40

§128,274,106 1,825 - $411,436 00 - - - - - -

County mile value, $70,287. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $3.20.
1 Estimated.
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Bristol County.

N a m e . Valuation
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Acushnet, . . . . . . $1,536,589 31 $49,567 $6,000 00 S3 90 $3,750 - $4 50 $2 00 - $26 00

Attleboro, . . . . . . 23,294,074 90 258,823 52,455 00 2 25 26,000 $3 50 5 00 2 25 $4 001 19 80

Berkley, . . . . . . 655,602 49 13,379 3,000 00 4 57 - - - - 16 50

Dartmouth, . . . . . 6,967,455 112 62,209 34,000 002 4 88 - - - - - 22 00

Dighton, . . . . . . 2,018,148 45 44,847 5,000 002 2 47 - ” - - 18 80

Easton, . . . . . . 11,820,902 63 187,633 23,000 00 1 94 12,000 3 90 5 50 2 40 25 003 13 80

Fairhaven, . . . . . 5,063,748 38 133,256 15,290 00 3 01 5,000 3 20 4 80 2 00 - 21 00

Fall R i v e r , .................................... 115,614,540 148 781,179 519,000 00 4 48 55,861 3 75 6 00 304 3,000 00 21 20

Freetown, . . . . . . 1,373,930 67 20,506 2,000 00 1 45 - - . - - 18 30

Mansfield, . . . . . 5,598,355 65 86,128 12,800 00 2 28 - - 5 50 2 00 1,000 00 20 00

New Bedford, . . . . . 121,294,196 145 836,511 239,709 00 1 97 12,400 3 50 5 50 2 50 3,000 00 23 00

North Attleborough, 10,582,704 91 116,293 31,969 00 3 02 9,000 3 50 5 50 2 25 1,000 00 22 00

Norton, . . .  . . . 1,900,169 65 29,233 7,620 00 4 01 300 3 20 5 00 1 80 - 20 40

Raynham, .................................... 1,234,200 50 24,684 2,700 00 2 18 500 2 80 4 00 1 60 - 13 70

Rehoboth, . . . . . . 1,183,262 107 11,058 9,304 00 7 86 300 3 50 4 50 2 00 - 17 10

S e e k o n k ,............................................. 2,097,571 52 40,337* 9,000 00 4 29 - -
_

- - 16 50

S om erset,............................................. 2,037,067 27 75,446 9,553 00 4 68 100 3 50 5 00 1 75 - 22 00

S w a n s e a ,............................................. 2,246,604 49 45,849 12,500 00 5 51 5,000 3 50 5 00 1 75 3 00» 21 40
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#

T a u n t o n ,............................................. 31,614,954 149 212,113 97,763 OO2 3 09 - - - - - 20 40

Westport, ............................................. 2,907,608 110 26,432 20,000 002 6 88 - - - - - 19 60

$351,041,678 1,556 - $1,112,663 00 ~ - - - - -

County mile value, $225,005. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $3.16.

Dukes County.

Chilmark, . . . . . . $405,394 34 $-105,394 $900 00 $2 22 $125 $3 50 $5 00 $2 00 - $8 00

E d g a r t o w n , .................................... 1,419,015 30 47,300 3,450 00 2 43 200 5 00 6 00 2 00 - 20 40

Gay Head, . . . . . 45,090 3 15,0302 200 00 4 3S - - - 10 30

G o s n o ld , ............................................. 805,570 1 805,570 50 00 06 - - - - - 8 00

Oak Bluffs, . . . . . 2,001,925 31 64,5782 6,000 00 2 99 - - - - - 23 00

T i s b u r y , ............................................. 2,151,406 14 153,671 5,526 00 2 55 1,300 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 14 00

West Tisbury, . . . . . 663,559 49 13,542 700 00 1 06 150 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 6 00

$7,491,959 163 - $16,826 00 - - - - - - -

County mile value, $45,962. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $2.24.

Essex County.

A m e s b u r y , .................................... $7,539,820 70 $107,7112 $20,000 00 $2 65 - - - - - $20 70

A n d o v e r , ............................................. 11,181,675 88 127,064 28,000 00 2 50 - S3 50 $0 704 $2 50 $2,250 00 17 50

B e v e r l y , ............................................. 51,998,153 72 722,196 86,875 00 1 67 - 4 25 6 00 2 50 2,400 00 15 60

B o x f o r d , ............................................. 1,622,102 50 32,442 3,000 00 1 84 $100 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 9 50

Danvers, . . . . . . 9,522,09.7 90 105,801 30,000 00 3 15 12,000 - 5 50 2 50 1,300 00 21 20

Day. 2 Estimated. 3 Week. 4 Hour. CD
CD
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Essex County ■—• Concluded.

N a m e . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single Double 
Team (perTeam (per 

Day). Day).
Labor (per 

Day.)

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Essex, . . . . . . $1,493,414 22 $67,882 $4,096 00 $2 74 $150 $3 75 $5 00 $2 00 - $22 50

G e o r g e t o w n , .................................... 1,484,119 32 46,378 4,332 97 2 91 - 4 00 6 00 2 50 - 14 00

G l o u c e s t e r , .................................... 28,200,772 119 236,981 70,350 00 2 49 20,000 4 00 6 00 2 24 $1,000 00 22 00

Groveland, . . . . . 1,475,872 30 49,195 7,672 00 5 20 - 3 70 5 20 2 50 - 23 20

Hamilton, . . . . . . 7,471,904 38 196,629 11,500 00 1 53 4,000 4 00. 6 00 2 50 - 10 00

Haverhill, . . . . . . 48,575,781 146 332,710 147,000 00 3 02 26,000 3 67 5 20 2 50 1,500 00 20 20

Ipswi ch. . . . . . . 6,174,478 60 102,907 16,400 00 2 65 6,185 - 6 00 2 25 1,200 00 22 00

Lawrence, . . . . . . 88,578,817 108 820,174 157,729 04 1 78 31,375 3 00 6 00 2 50' 2,500 00 18 80

Lynn, . . . . 99,742,227 130 767,247 209,500 00 2 10 65,000 3 86 6 38 2 50 2,000 00 21 00

Lynnfield,............................................. 1,467,753 20 73,387 5,700 00 3 88 - 4 25 5 75 2 25 - 16 60

Manchester, . . . . 23,304,433 17 1,370,849 68,000 00 2 91 25,000 - 6 00 2 80 1,400 00 11 20
Marblehead, 11,896,391 34 349,893 25,500 00 2 14 9,000 - - 2 50 4 00- 19 00

Merrimac, . . . . 1,558,290 35 44,522 6,400 00 4 10 500 3 75 5 00 2 50 - 20 00
M e th u e n ,............................................. 10,592,650 90 117,696' 25,000 00 2 36 - - - - - 22 00
M i d d l e t o n , .................................... 1,035,553 31 33,405 2,417 00 2 33 300 3 75 5 25 2 25 - 13 50
Nahant.................................................... 11,400,072 11 1,036,370' 18,000 00 1 57 - - - - - 12 00

Newbury, . . . . . . 2,561,304 43 59,565 9,000 00 3 51 300 3 20 4 40 2 00 - 9 00
N ew b u ry p ort,.................................... 13,604,158 68 200,061 9,521 93 69 - - - - 1,500 00 19 20
North Andover, . . . . 7,267,007 100 72,670 22,000 00 3 02 - - - 2 25 1,800 00 22 00
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Peabody, . . . . . 17,441,218 54 322,985 34,219 00 1 94 21,445 4 75 6 00 2 50 1,400 00 22 60

R o ck p o rt ,............................................. 4,314,661 27 159,802 12,620 00 2 92 5,000 4 00 6 00 2 40 800 00 18 00

R o w l e y , ............................................. 2,544,100 40 63,602 4,688 00 1 84 500 - 5 00 2 00 - 10 00

S a l e m , ............................................. 46,481,119 62 749,695 146,000 00 3 14 - - 6 00 2 50 1,800 00 22 90

Salisbury,............................................. 1,803,791 35 51,536' 12,000 00 6 65 - - - - - 21 20

Saugus..................................................... 7,371,553 81 91,006' 18,000 00 2 44 - - - - - 24 30

S w a m p s c o t t , .................................... 18,273,334 28 652,619 46,395 00 2 53 23,200 4 00 6 00 3 00 1,590 00 20 00

T op sfie ld ,............................................. 4,988,125 41 121,661 10,500 00 2 10 - 4 25 6 00 2 50 - 7 70

Wenham, . . . . . . 4,058,458 20 202,922 10,000 00 2 46 - - - - - 8 80

West Newbury, . . . . 1,308,863 44 29,746 3,209 00 2 45 50 3 20 4 40 2 00 - 20 00
$55S,331,064 1,936 - $1,285,634 00 - - - - - - -

County mile value, $288,395. County appropriation per thousand, $2.30.

Franklin County.

A s h fie ld , .................................... $1,022,975 86 $11,895 $5,150 00 $5 03 $200 - $5 00 $2 00 - $20 00

B e r n a r d s to n ,.................................... 682,766 59 11,572 1,812 00 2 65 250 - 5 00 2 00 - 19 50

B uckland,............................................. 2,131,249 45 47,361 4,558 00 2 13 200 - 5 00 2 00 - 16 00

Charlemont............................................. 664,458 55 12,081 3,200 00 4 81 300 - 5 00 1 75 - 24 00

Colrain, . . . . . . 1,084,927 86 12,615 5,300 00 4 88 200 - 4 50 2 25 - 25 00

C o n w a y , .............................................. 970,861 90 10,787 3,400 00 3 50 300 - 5 00 2 00 - 18 40

D eerfie ld ,............................................. 2,822,082 68 41,501 5,805 00 2 05 1,000 $3 00 4 50 1 75 - 17 80

E r v i n g , .............................................. 1,625,897 28 58,067 3,162 00 1 94 300 4 00 5 00 2 00 - 15 60

1 Estimated. 2 Day.
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Franklin County —  Concluded.

N a m e . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Hi :hway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day)

Salary 
o f Super

intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

G ill........................................................... $549,725 34 $16,168 $2,050 00 $3 73 $200 $3 25 $4 50 SI 80 _ $16 60

G r e e n f i e l d , ..................................... 15,804,886 64 246,961 45,000 00 2 84 4,000 3 60 4 80 2 50 $21 00* 18 40

Hawley, ^ 277,852 55 5,051 2,050 00 7 40 200 - 3 50 1 75 - 26 50

Heath, . . . . . . 350,405 55 6,371 2,300 00 6 57 200 - 4 50 2 00 - 21 00

Leverett, . . . . . . 440,657 40 If,016 2,300 00 5 22 200 - 4 00 1 75 - 22 50

Leyden, .............................................. 282,464 32 8,827 1,000 00 3 57 150 - 4 00 2 00 - 24 00

Monroe, . . . . . . 420,000 24 17,500 1,400 00 3 33 100 - 4 50 1 80 ” 20 00

M ontague,............................................. 6,764,685 95 71,207 17,950 00 2 65 - - 5 00 2 00 750 00 15 30

New S a l e m , .................................... 459,463 80 5,743 2,000 00 4 35 200 - 5 00 2 00 - 22 00

Northfield, . . . . . 1,838,500 75' 24,513 12,700 00 6 90 - - 5 00 2 00 - 22 00

Orange, . . . . . . 5,126,915 80 64,086 7,200 00 1 43 - - - - - 22 00

Rowe, . . . . . . 349,719 48 7,285 1,850 00 5 01 - - 5 00 2 00 - 22 50

Shelburne, . . . . . 2,109,237 47 44,877 4,400 00 2 08 400 3 00 5 00 2 00 - 18 00

S h u t e s b u r y , .................................... 420,000 50 8,400 1,425 00 3 39 600 - 5 00 - - 16 00

Sunderland............................................. 931,886 38 24,523 6,200 00 6 66 100 - 5 00 2 50 - 20 80
Warwick, ............................................. 513,355 70 7,333 4,060 00 7 91 50 - 5 00 1 80 - 21 50
W e n d e l l , ............................................. 600,138 58 10,347 2,720 00 4 53 400 - 4 00 1 75 - 16 00
W h a te ly ,............................................. 888,997 43 20,674 1,800 00 2 02 500 3 75 5 50 2 00 - 26 50

$49,134,099 1,507 - $150,792 00 - - - - - -

County mile value, $32,603. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand valuation, $3.06.
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Hampden County.
»

Agawam, §3,590,615 57 §62,993 §8,000 00 §2 22 §2,500 - §5 50 §2 40 §4 002 §21 20

B l a n d f o r d , .................................... 817,659 98 8,343 5,350 00 6 54 300 - 5 50 2 25 3 252 20 25

B rim field ,............................................. S90.522 66 13,492 3,775 00 4 28 250 - 5 00 2 00 - 18 25

Chester................................................... 997,735 80 12,471 4,625 00 4 63 150 $4 00 5 00 2 00 - 22 00

C h ico p e e ,............................................. 23,913,359 79 302,700 92,200 00 3 85 12,000 4 00 6 00 2 50 1,500 00 18 70 '

East Longmeadow, • 1,551,623 39 39,785 4,480 00 2 88 300 - 5 00 2 25 3 002 20 60

G ranville ,............................................ 680,518 80 8,5063 5,000 00 7 35 - - - - - 22 00

Hampden, . • • 551,758 32 551,744 2,200 00 3 99 100 - 4 50 2 00 - 17 00

H o l la n d , ............................................. 150,603 30 5,020 550 00 3 66 300 3 50 4 00 1 60 - 18 80

Holyoke.................................................. 73,746,051 120 614,550 188,000 00 2 54 30,000 4 25 6 00 2 25 2,000 00 18 40

Longmeadow, • 3,911,379 34 115,040 6,460 00 1 65 - - 5 50 2 60 4 002 13 70

L u d l o w , ............................................. 5,832,307 70 83,318 19,360 00 3 31 3,000 - 5 50 2 25 3 252 15 60

Monson, . . . • • • 2,812,914 127 22,148 8,000 00 2 84 1,000 - 5 00 2 00 - 20 50

Montgomery................................. 200,000 30 6,666 825 00 4 12 100 - 5 00 1 75 - 20 00

Palmer.................................................... 6,206,164 95 65,328 10,580 00 1 70 1,000 3 50 4 50 1 75 4 002 23 70

Russell, • • • • • • • 2,433,162 27 90,117 3,967 00 1 63 150 3 25 5 00 2 25 3 002 15 00

Southwick, 1,031,641 60 17,194 5,400 00 5 23 100 - 5 25 2 25 600 00 18 50

Springfield, . . . . . 203,417,211 167 1,218,067 445,913 00 2 19 10,785 3 76 5 60 2 40 4,000 00 17 80

Tolland, . . . . . . 310,000 41 7,560 2,300 00 7 41 225 - 5 00 2 00 - 15 00

W a l e s , ............................................. 320,637 29 11,056 1,052 00 3 28 460 - 4 50 1 80 - 17 50

West Springfield, . . . . 11,391,075 97 117,433 30,000 00 ̂ 2 63 - - - - - 19 40

Westfield...............................  • 14,425,880 102 141,430 25,000 003 1 73 - - - - - 21 80

Wilbraham, . . . . . 2,397,726 47 49,100 4,500 00 1 95 200 - 5 50 2 25 4 002 12 00

§351,490,530 1,610 - $877,537 00 - - “ — -
—

County mile value, §224,528. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, §2.42. &0
1 Week. 2 Day. 3 Estimated.
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Hampshire County. *-

N a m e . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

A m h e r s t ,.............................................. $7,993,019 75 $114,185 $13,483 00 $1 68 - - $4 50 $2 00 $800 00 $19 50

B e lc h e r to w n ,..................................... 1,104,731 140 7,890 5,550 00 5 02 $300 - 5 00 2 00 - 26 00

C h e s te r f ie ld , ..................................... 425,460 56 7,597 2,350 00 5 52 100 - 5 00 2 00 - 20 00

Cummington, . . . . . 427,219 60 7̂,120 2,600 00 6 08 400 - 6 00 2 00 - 20 50

Easthampton, . . . . . 8,860,269 56 158,219 13,400 00 1 51 5,000 $3 50 5 00 2 25 1,100 00 20 50

Enfield, . . . . . . 905,098 40 22,627 6,850 00 7 56 300 - 5 00 2 25 - 17 00

Goshen, . . . . . . 280,611 32 8,769 800 00 2 85 300 - 4 50 2 00 - 17 50

Granby, . . . . . . 868,471 55 15,790 3,028 00 3 48 300 - 5 00 2 00 - 18 00

Greenwich, . . . . . 315,815 42 7,519 1,250 00 3 96 150 - 5 00 2 00 - 18 00

Hadley, . . . . . . 2,430,047 62 39,194 9,350 00 3 84 500 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 18 60

H a t f ie ld , .................................... 2,269,518 56 40,527 8,000 00 3 52 3,000 - 4 50 2 50 4 00i 22 00

H u n t in g t o n , .................................... 900,160 50 18,0032 6,000 00 6 66 - - - - - 23 00

Middlefield, . . . . . 271,277 35 7,750 1,700 00 6 27 100 3 00 4 00 2 00 - 25 00

Northampton, . . . . . 21,374,027 180 118,744 120,000 00 5 61 - 3 50 5 00 2 25 1,350 00 19 80

P e l h a m , ............................................. 512,877 38 13,496 1,950 00 3 80 290 - 5 00 2 03 - 15 50

Plainfield,............................................. 244,006 42 5,809 1,300 00 5 32 150 - 4 50 2 00 - 21 00

P r e s c o t t , ............................................. 278,167 44 6,321 1,950 00 7 01 150 - 4 50 - - 19 00

South Hadley, . . . . . 4,067,561 50 81,351 6,212 00 1 52 4,500 - 5 00 2 50 600 00 25 00

S ou th a m p ton ,.................................... 677,970 75 9,039 9,300 00 13 73 500 - 4 00 2 00 - 20 70
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*

W are,...................................................... 6,603,594 92 71,778 11,050 00 1 67 600 3 20 4 44 2 25 3 501 21 50

Westhampton, . . . . . 340,021 49 6,939 1,850 00 5 44 200 - 5 00 2 00 - 22 50

W illiam sbu rg ,.................................... 1,421,253 43 33,0522 15,000 00 10 55 - - - - - 21 50

W o r th in g to n ,.................................... 478,458 75 6,379 3,200 00 6 69 200 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 21 30

$63,049,629 1,448 - $246,173 00 - - - - - - -

County mile value, $43,542. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $3.90.

Middlesex Country.

A c t o n , ............................................. $2,903,227 76 $38,200 $4,500 00* $1 55 - - - - - $16 00

A rlington,............................................. 19,849,317 69 287,671 73,008 00 3 67 $21,500 $4 00 $5 50 $2 50 $2,400 00 21 30

A s h b y , ............................................. 1,189,009 70 16,985 5,000 00 4 20 250 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 17 50

A s h la n d ,............................................. 1,553,361 46 33,768 5,800 00 3 73 400 4 00 5 00 2 00 - 22 20

A y e r ,...................................................... 2,536,971 30 84,565 4,725 00 1 86 825. - 4 50 2 00 3 001 17 90

Bedford, .............................................. 2,374,506 29 81,879 15,000 00 6 31 4,000 3 50 5 00 2 00 3 501 19 00

Belmont, . . . . . . 13,667,620 30 455,587 38,650 00 2 82 12,500 4 00 5 50 2 50 1,200 00 18 60

B il le r ic a ,............................................. 5,980,588 66 90,614 11,305 00 1 89 5,000 4 00 6 00 2 40 3 501 19 00

B o x b o r o u g h , .................................... 322,503 29 11,120 1,300 00 4 03 100 - 5 00 2 25 - 14 50

B u r l i n g t o n , .................................... 1,041,894 41 25,412 4,000 002 3 84 - - - - - 17 60

Cambridge, . . . . . 145,450,647 103 1,412,142 230,500 00 1 58 150,000 - 6 00 2 50 2,500 00 23 50

C a r l i s l e , ............................................. 838,071 60 13,967 1,610 00 1 92 500 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 14 50

C h e l m s f o r d , .................................... 5,265,126 92 57,2292 7,500 00 1 42 - - - - - 15 10

C o n c o r d , ............................................. 10,683,902 87 122,803 50,000 00 4 68 35,000 - 5 08 2 50 1,800 00 17 00

1 Day. 2 Estimated.
O
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Middlesex County ■— Continued.

N am e Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor tper 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Dracut, . . . . . . $2,797,559 65 $43,039 $12,400 00 $4 43 -■ $3 00 $5 00 $2 25 $4 00' $23 90

Dunstable, . . . . . 681,336 35 19,466 1,650 00 2 42 $150 - 4 50 2 00 - 8 40

Everett.................................................... 34,653,684 49 707,218 49,100 00 1 41 20,000 3 75 5 00 2 50 1,800 00 23 90

Framingham, . . . . . 19,554,312 100 195,543 76,700 00 3 92 12,175 4 50 5 50 2 50 2,000 00 20 00

Groton, . . . . . . 5,495,576 71 77,402 5,463 00 99 1,500 4 00 5 00 2 00 3 001 12 00

Holliston, . . . . . . 2,276,737 54 42,1612 3,500 00 1 53 - - _ - 15 50

Hopkinton, . . . . . 2,048,201 69 29,684 6,810 00 3 32 3,300 - 5 58 2 00 - 20 00

Hudson, . . . . . . 5,117,127 43 119,002 16,800 00 3 28 7,247 3 75 5 00 2 50 1,500 00 22 90

Lexington............................................... 11,270,890 80 140,886 34,988 00 3 10 7,591 _
2 25 600 00 23 00

Lincoln......................................................... 5,685,144 43 131,9802 15,000 00 2 63 - - - - - 13 00

L ittle to n ,.................................................. 1,426,470 46 31,0102 3,000 00 ‘  2 10 - - - - - 20 00

L o w e l l , .................................................. 98,385,020 140 702,750 281,000 00 2 85 116,000 .  - 6 00 2 50 2,000 00 21 20

Malden, . . . . . . 47,406,486 89 532,657 131,900 00 2 78 22,775 3 75 5 00 2 50 2,300 00 21 40

M a rlb o ro u g h ,........................................ 12,133,000 85 142,741 69,338 00 5 71 15,000 3 60 5 25 2 50 1,300 00 21 60

M ayn ard ,.................................................. 4,374,512 25 174,980 7,200 00 1 64 5,000 3 50 5 00 2 00 18 00 s 20 00

M e d fo r d , .................................................. 33,214,921 53 626,696 143,900 00 4 33 25,000 3 50 6 00 2 50 1,800 00 19 80

M e lr o s e , .................................................. 21,109,262 60 351,821 48,120 00 2 28 16,358 4 00 6 00 2 50 1,200 00 22 00

Natick, . . . . . . 9,902,304 102 97,082 32,105 00 3 24 8,850 4 00 6 00 2 50 1,400 00 24 00

N e w t o n , .................................................. 98,091,454 222 441,853 177,465 00 1 80 43,618 4 00 6 00 2 50 3,250 00 18 90
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«► *
North Reading, . . . . 1,156,895 36 32.1352 7,500 00 6 48 - - - - - 22 50
Pepperell................................................ 2,699,786 75 35,997 6,967 00 2 58 - - 5 00 2 00 - 22 90
R e a d in g ,............................................. 8,775,394 48 182,820 29,700 00 3 38 4,000 - 5 50 2 00 1,000 00 20 60
Sherborn, ............................................. 2,970,531 50 59,410 7,000 00 2 35 400 - 5 50 2 50 3 001 11 10
S h i r l e y , ............................................. 1,637,528 42 38,988 4,750 00 2 90 500 3 50 4 50 2 00 - 18 30
S o m e r v i l l e , .................................... 80,729,831 99 815,452 287,990 00 3 56 - - 6 50 2 35 2,400 00 21 40
Stoneham,............................................. 6.3S9.965 37 172,701 11,013 00 1 72 - 3 75 - 2 50 1,600 00 24 20
Stow......................................................... 1,510,037 45 33,556 3,600 00 2 38 3,500 3 50 5 00 2 50 - 16 50
S u d b u ry ,............................................. 1,690,102 60 28,168 7,100 00 4 20 700 - 5 50 2 25 - 17 00
T e w k s b u r y , .................................... 2,050,020 65 31,533 3,775 00 1 84 2,027 4 00 6 00 2 25 3 001 15 00
T o w n s e n d , .................................... 1,602,255 80 20,0282 4,500 00 2 80 - - - - - 18 80

Tyngsborough....................................... 892,321 41 21,763 800 00 89 - - - - - 18 50

W akefield,............................................. 13,288,394 48 276,841 24,440 00 1 83 10,500 3 50 5 00 2 50 1,600 00 23 20
W alth am ,............................................. 33,696,956 64 526,514 51,959 00 1 54 31,634 - - 2 25 1,800 00 20 60
W a t e r t o w n , .................................... 23,480,955 56 419,302 71,000 00 3 02 - - 6 00 2 73 1,800 00 20 50
W a y la n d ,.................................... 3,592,879 52 69,093 6,800 00 1 89 200 4 00 5 50 2 50 3 001 18 20
West f o r d , ............................................. 3,065,922 90 34,0652 5,000 00 1 63 - - - - - 15 50
Weston..................................................... 11,181,997 49 228,203 29,283 00 2 61 4,000 4 45 6 00 2 70 1,000 00 12 50
Wilmington............................................ 2,296,896 52 44,171 12,000 002 5 22 - - - - - 21 70
W i n c h e s t e r , .................................... 20,298,615 43 472,060 27,000 002 1 33 - - - - - 18 40
Woburn................................................... 15,899,337 68 233,813 36,600 00 2 30 16,000 - - 2 25 1,350 00 22 30

$868,187,446 3,467 - $2,208,114 00 - - - - . - - -

County mile value, $250,414. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $2.54. 
1 Day. 2 Estimated. 3 Week.
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Nantucket County.
o
GO

N a m e . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Stieet and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day)

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Nantucket, . . . . . $4,626,805 114 $40,586 $8,775 00 $1 89 $1,200 $4 00 $6 00 $2 00 - $16 80

Norfolk County.

A v o n , .............................................. $1,189,516 10 $118,951 $1,725 00 $1 45 $350 - $5 00 $2 40 $3 001 $22 60

B e l l i n g h a m , ..................................... 1,196,218 44 27,186 3,500 00 2 92 500 $4 00 5 00 2 00 -  I 20 00

Braintree, . . . . . . 10,358,813 50 207,176 26,676 00 2 57 7,500 4 00 6 00 2 50 3 00M 18 80

Brookline, . . . . . . 176,891,658 70 2,527,023 268,611 00 1 51 20,000 3 50 6 00 2 50 3,500 00 14 80

Canton, . . . . . . 8,196,963 40 204,9242 21,000 00 2 56 - - - - -  18 80

Cohasset, . . . . . . 11,296,338 26 434,474 23,500 00 2 08 4,500 4 00 5 75 2 40 1,000 00 15 00

Dedham, . . . . . . 17,471,707 55 317,667 66,367 00 3 79 8,000 3 50 5 00 2 25 1,800 00 : 18 00
D o v e r , ............................................. 9,555,101 38 251,450 20,824 00 2 17 4,586 4 00 5 60 2 40 600 00 7 00

F o x b o r o u g h , .................................... 3,069,633 52 59,031 7,551 00 2 46 2,000 3 50 5 00 2 00 _ 3 75 1 20 20
F ra n k lin ,............................................. 5,686,585 76 74,823 16,075 00 2 82 3,000 4 00 5 00 2 25 1,200 00 20 25
H olbrook ,............................................. 2,121,379 20 106,068 6,532 00 3 07 1,000 3 50 5 00 2 00 -  1 20 85

Med f i e l d , ............................................. 2,607,144 40 65,178 7,000 00 2 68 500 - 5 00 2 00 -  j 14 80

M e d w a y ,............................................. 1,962,228 40 49,055 5,814 00 2 96 500 - 5 00 2 00 3 00' 25 00

M i l l i s , ............................................. 1,724,744 34 50,727 5,800 00 3 36 300 - 5 50 2 50 3 001 20 00
M i l t o n , ............................................. 38,117,803 55 693,050 95,900 00 2 51 21,321 3 75 6 00 2 50 2,500 00 1 14 20
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*
10,088,369 45 224,185 18,298 00 1 81 8,500 4 00 6 00 2 25 1,200 00 18 00

1,285,295 46 27.9412 2,500 00 1 94 - - - - - 16 40

18,739,109 40 408,477 21,108 00 1 12 14,000 4 05 5 85 2 25 - 12 80

1,114,300 35 31,837 2,225 00 1 99 200 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 21 00

45,960,081 165 278,545 145,121 00 3 15 18,000 3 50 6 00 2 50 5 001 17 20

3,669,606 30 122,320 4,650 00 1 26 1,500 3 90 5 40 2 40 - 23 80

4,125,957 68 60,675 11,895 00 2 88 5,522 4 25 6 00 2 50 700 00 18 30

4,717,487 56 84.2402 20,000 00 4 24 - - - - - 22 10

8,223,790 65 126,519 9,500 00 1 15 3,000 3 75 5 50 2 25 - 19 20

22,047,607 55 400,865 34,000 00 1 54 17,000 - - - 1,600 00 12 00

4,980,084 32 155,627 8,762 00 1 75 650 4 00 5 50 2 50 5 00i 9 60

14,005,673 75 186,742 23,625 00 1 68 4,000 4 25 6 00 2 50 1,500 00 21 00

1,772,072 63 28,128 3,000 00 1 69 - - 5 00 2 00 - 20 00

$432,175,260 1,429 - $881,559 00 - - - - - - -

County mile value, $302,431. County appropriation per thousand of valuation, $2.03.

Plymouth County.

$4,632,258 58 $79,866 $5,450 00 $1 17 S900 $4 00 $5 50 $2 50 $900 00

4,844,800 70 69,211 21,869 00 4 51 7,043 4 00 6 00 2 25 1,000 00

62,254,312 123 506,132 172,895 00 2 77 60,000 4 00 5 50 2 50 1,500 00

2,280,266 67 34,033 9,700 00 4 21 4,000 3 35 4 70 2 00 -

4,419,119 90 49,101* 12,000 00 2 71 - - - - -

3,354,671 49 68,462 10,400 00 3 10 4,800 4 00 6 00 2 50 4 501

$24 30 

21 00 
22 80 

16 00 

17 50 

22 20

Day. 2 Estimated. O
CO
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Plymouth County —  Concluded.

N ame. Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
V alua- 
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Halifax, . . . $709,336 . 32 $22,168 $1,880 00 $2 65 $250 $2 50 $4 50 $2 00 - $13 80

H a n o v e r ,.................................... 2 661,859 45 5 152 35,370 00 13 29 5,000 3 50 5 00 2 00 $3 001 17 70

H a n s o n ............................................. 1,933,472 34 56,866 12,500 00 6 46 7,500 3 90 5 41 2 40 3 001 17 70

Hingham, . . . . . . 9,705,455 84 115,541 19,000 00 1 95 9,587 4 15 5 90 2 60 1,200 00 19 70

H u ll , ...................................................... 9,889,980 25 395,599* 30,000 00 3 03 - - - - 18 30

K in g ston ,............................................. 1,998,080 40 49,952 7,100 00 3 55 1,500 3 60 5 00 2 00 - 18 00

L a k eville ,............................................. 1,549,885 65 23,844 5,000 00 3 22 - - - - 14 00

M a r i o n , ............................................. 7,988,253 25 319,530 10,309 00 1 29 5,250 3 80 4 70 2 00 11 00

M a r s h f i e l d , .................................... 2,908,382 77 37,771 13,356 00 4 59 4,000 3 50 5 00 2 00 17 00

M a tta p o ise tt ,.................................... 2,998,181 33 90,853 8,800 00 2 93 2,000 3 25 4 50 2 00 - 10 50

Middleborough, . . . . 5,985,532 196 30,533 23,550 00 3 93 31,000 - 5 00 2 25 1,500 00 21 30 .

Norwell................................................... 1,559,399 50 31,187 8,100 00 5 19 1,200 3 50 5 00 2 00 3 00' 19 80

P e m b r o k e , .................................... 1,335,653 57 23,953 7,650 00 5 60 1,200 3'50 5 00 2 00 24 60

P l y m o u t h , .................................... 15,984,777 208 76,849 89,024 00 5 56 15,000 3 90 5 40 2 40 1,200 00 18 40

P l y m p t o n , .................................... 554,224 34 16,390 1,775 00 3 20 300 3 00 5 00 2 00 - 16 00

Rochester,............................................. 1,121,324 85 13,192 12,643 00 11 27 1,750 3 00 4 50 1 75 - 20 00

R ock land,............................................. 6,268,865 36 174,135 9,400 00 1 49 - 4 00 5 50 2 50 1,000 00 21 00

S c itu a t e ,.............................................. 6,433,579 56 114,885 23,000 00 3 66 - 4 20 6 00 2 40 5 001 18 50

Wareham, . . . . . . 7,282,097 135 53,941 * 20,000 00 2 74 - - _ - -  1 20 00
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%
West Bridgewater, . . . . 1,992,883 44 45,2922 4,000 00 2 00 18 00

Whitmore, . . . . ' 6,203,961 34 182,4692 15,000 00 2 41 - - - - - 20 00
$178,880,652 1,856 - $590,371 00 - - - - - - -

County mile value, $91,379. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $3 30.

Suffolk County.

B o s t o n , ............................................. $1,785,900,512 570 $313,315,879 $2,681,588 00 $1 50 $250,000 $3 15 $5 25 $2 50 - $17 80

C h e l s e a , ............................................. 32,562,957 41 794.2182 70,000 00 2 14 - - - - - 24 00

Revere.................................................... 23,812,667 53 449,295 41,491 00 1 74 12,000 4 00 6 00 2 50 $1,800 00 23 00

W inthrop,.................................... 17,378,910 26 668,419 42,595 00 2 46 4,800 4 50 6 50 2 50 1,000 00 21 20

$1,859,655,016 690
-

52,835,674 00 - - - - - - -

County mile valuation, $2,695,152. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $1.52.

Worcester County.

A sh b u rn h a m ,.................................... $1,628,151 125 $13,009 $4,100 00 $2 52 $150 $3 50 $4 50 $2 00 - $22 50

Athol, . . . . . . 7,285,009 86 84,709 26,000 00 3 56 3,000 - 5 00 2 25 $500 00 23 50

Auburn................................. ......... . 1,978,621 47 42,098 4,500 00 2 27 250 - 5 50 2 25 3 00* 20 80

Barre, . . . . . . 3,071,063 122 25,172 15,678 00 5 10 6,000 3 00 5 00 2 00-2 25 3 501 20 00

Berlin . . . . . . 814,134 37 22,003 1,650 00 2 02 400 - 5 00 2 00 - 15 00

B l a c k s t o n e , .................................... 2,597,711 52 49,955 5,200 00 2 00 - - - - - 24 10

B o l t o n , ............................................. 844,849 55 15,360 2,225 00 2 63 250 - 5 00 2 25 - 15 60

1 Day. 2 Estimated.
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Worcester County —  Continued.

N a m e . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
V alua- 
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day.)

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Boylston, . . . . . . $030,530 31 $21,952 $2,500 00 $3 67 $275 - $4 50 $2 00 - $15 60

Brookfield, . . . . . 1,660,274 60 27,671 2,470 00 1 48 350 $3 00 5 00 00 - 21 00

C h a r lto n ,.............................................. 1,686,961 130 12,976 4,500 00* 2 66 - - - - - 16 30

Clinton, . . . . . . 9,941,414 35 284,040 26, 50 00 2 66 6,000 4 00 6 00 2 00-2 25 $1,400 00 24 20

Dana, . . . . . . 536,123 50 10,722 2,100 00 3 91 200 - 5 00 2 00 - 21 80

D o u g la s , .............................................. 1,884,857 75 25,131 3,550 00 1 88 1,500 3 25 4 50 2 00 2 70* 11 70

Dudley, . . . . . . 2,753,012 65 42,354 8,050 00 2 92 350 -  ̂ 5 09 2 00 - 21 90

Fitchburg,............................................. 45,470,286 133 329,494 165,500 00 3 63 25,905 3 60 5 52 2 24 2,400 00 20 40

Gardner, . . . . . . 13,873,245 75 184,976 55,215 00 3 98 11,500 3 20 5 00 2 25 1,600 00 20 65

Grafton, . . . . . . 4,289,543 73 58,700 14,900 00 3 49 - - 4 50 2 00 - 18 50

Hardwick, . . . . . . 6,163,876 85 72,516 7,100 00 1 15 300 - 5 50 2 25 3 50 ^ 16 20

Harvard, . . . . . . 2,432,035 66 36,849 10,996 00 4 52 4,000 3 50 4 50 2 50 3 00J 13 20

Holden, . . . . . . 2,277,334 87 26,176 5,126 00 2 25 500 - 5 00 2 00 3 00̂ 16 20

H opedale,............................................. 12,470,657 16 779,791 24,000 00 1 92 5,875 - 5 00 2 25 21 003 10 00

Hubbardston, . . . . . 886,105 80 11,076 5,200 00 5 86 200 - 5 00 2 50 - 23 40

Lancaster, . . . . . . 13,658,888 70 195,126 21,945 00 1 60 4,000 - 5 00 2 25 1,000 00 11 00

L e ices ter ,............................................. 2,877,486 68 42,316 3,950 00 1 37 - 3 50 5 00 2 25 - 22 00

Leominster, . . . * 15,167,703 99 153,209 36,500 001 2 40 - - - - - 21 00

Lunenburg, . . . . . 1,814,254 80 22,678 6,095 00 3 36 200 - 5 00 2 25 4 002 21 70
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Mendon, . . . . . . 861,287 44 19,574 1,500 00
M i l f o r d ............................................. 10,930,543 80 136,(31 37,601 00
Millbury.................................................. 3,827,782 50 76,555 10,150 00
New Braintree,.................................... 523 048 55 SI,509 2,386 00
North Brookfield.................................. 2,471,920 67 36,894 8,590 00
Northborough, . . . . . 2,142,627 55 38,956 7,800 00
N o r t h b r id g e ,.................................... 8,305,569 43 193,152 18,000 001
Oakham, ............................................. 457,006 50 9,140 3,100 00
O x f o r d , ............................................. 2,839,764 75 37,863 6,300 00
Paxton.................................................... 504,269 37 13,628 2,805 00
P e t e r s h a m , .................................... 1,295,782 70 18,511 5,950 00
Phillips ton, .................................... 436,200 46 9,482 3,100 00
P rinceton,............................................. 1,672,883 77 21,725 6,500 001
R o y a l s t o n , .................................... 889,462 85 10,464 3,750 00
R u t la n d , .................................... 1,022,615 85 12,030 3,708 00
Shrewsbury, . . . . . 3,372,519 62 54,395 3,675 00
Southborough, . . . . . 3,696,204 60 61,603 7,000 00
South bridge............................................ 8,839,337 ■ 69 128,107 28,250 00
Spencer.......................................... 4,398,315 92 47,807 24,550 00
Sterling, . . . . . . 1,585,180 81 19,570 5,510 00
Sturbridge, . . . . . 1,047,780 90 11,642 2,650 00
Sutton, . . . . . . 1,648,225 92 17,915 10,000 00
T e m p l e t o n , .................................... 2,331,619 88 26,495 5,800 00

1 Estimated. 2 Day

1 74 300 - 5 00 2 25 - 18 00
3 44 6,500 - 5 00 2 40 1,200 00 22 20
2 65 125 - 4 50 2 00 3 002 20 00
4 56 350 - 5 00 2 00 2 502 17 80
3 44 200 - 4 50 2 00 - 16 70
3 64 500 3 50 5 00 2 25 - 15 50
2 16 - - - -  ■ - 18 00
6 78 - - 5 00 2 25 - 22 30
2 21 1,000 - 4 50 2 25 - 18 50
5 56 250 3 50 5 00 2 00 - 19 00
4 59 1,000 - 5 00 2 00 3 502 16 50
7 11 200 - 5 00 2 00 - 19 20
3 88 - - -  ■ - - 12 60
4 21 - - 5 00 2 25 - 19 40
3 62 250 4 75 2 00 - 22 00
1 09 250 - 5 75 2 25-2 50 3 002 17 59
1 89 450 3 50 5 00 2 00 5 002 17 20
3 19 - 3 75 5 00 2 00 1,200 00 21 80
6 57 6,886 3 75 5 00 2 00 3 002 18 00
3 47 563 - 5 00 2 00 - 23 00
2 53 600 - 4 05 1 80 - 21 20
6 06 - - 4 80 2 00 - 23 50
2 48 500 4 50 2 00 - 24 40

3 Week.
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Worcester County ■— Concluded.

N a m e . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount 
appropri
ated for 

Street and 
Highway 
Purposes.

Amount 
appropri
ated per 

Thousand 
of Valua

tion.

Esti
mated 
Valua
tion of 
Equip
ment.

Single 
Team (per 

Day).

Double 
Team (per 

Day).
Labor (per 

Day).

Salary 
of Super
intend
ent (per 
Year).

Tax Rate.

Upton.................................... ......... $1,450 853 64 $22,669 $2,300 00 $1 58 - - $4 50 $2 00 - $19 00

Uxbridge, . . . . . . 4,855,874 81 59,949 13,850 00 2 85 $500 - 5 00 1 75 $3 001 16 50

Warren, . . . . . . 2,919,145 72 40,543 6,670 00 2 28 200 - 4 50 1 80 3 251 IS 60

W e b s t e r , ............................................. 11,169,386 36 310,260 23,900 00 2 13 6,500 $3 25 5 00 1 75 3 00' 15 79
West B oy lston ,.................................... 1,222,837 55 22,233 2,465 00 2 01 535 - 5 00 2 00 3 001 14 20

West Brookfield, . . . . 1,184,716 65 18 226 3,850 00 3 25 800 - 5 00 2 00 - 23 00
Westborough, . . . . . 3,751,441 42 89,320 9,043 00 2 41 4,710 3 50 5 00 2 25 21 002 21 70

Westminster, . . . . . 1,172,874 94 12,477 4,400 00 3 75 200 2 80 4 50 1 80 - 21 70
Winchendon, .................................... 4,918,485 120 40,987 15,640 00 3 18 6,100 3 50 5 00 2 00 3 00' 21 00
W orcester,............................................. 203,715,427 213 956,410 404,650 00 1 98 - 4 00 6 00 2 25 3,000 00 20 00

$460,209,654 4,308 - 51,160,943 00 - - - - - - -

County mile value, $106,826. Average appropriation throughout county per thousand of valuation, $2.52. 
1 Day. 2 Wcok.
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1917.] HOUSE — No. 1653. 115

Summary of Valuations arid Street and Highway Statistics for 1916.
V

C o u n t y . Valuation.
Miles 

of High
way.

Miles
Valuation.

Amount
appropri

ated.

Average 
Amount 

per Thou
sand.

Barnstable,............................................. §62,316,258 1,448 §43,542 $246,173 S3 90
Berkshire, . . . . . . 128,274,106 1,825 70,287 411,436 3 20
B r i s t o l , ............................................. 351,041,678 1,556 225,605 1,112,663 3 16
Dukes, .............................................. 8,059,567 163 45,962 16,826 2 24
E ssex ,.................................... ......... 558,331,064 1,936 288,395 1,285,634 2 30
F r a n k l in , ............................................. 49,134,099 1,507 32,603 150,792 3 06
Hampden, .............................................. 361,490,539 1,610 224,528 877,537 2 42
Hampshire, . . . . . 63,049,629 1,448 43,542 246,173 3 90
Middlesex, . . . . . . 868,187,446 3,467 250,414 2,208,114 2 54
Nantucket,.............................................. 4,862,297 114 40,586 8,775 1 89
Norfolk, . . . . . . 432,175,260 1,429 302,431 881,559 2 03
P ly m ou th ,............................................. 178,880,652 1,856 96,379 590,371 3 30
S u f f o l k , .................................... 1,859,655,046 690 2,695,152 2,835,674 1 52
Worcester, . . . . . . 460,209,654 4,308 106,826 1,160,943 2 52

------------------------------------------------------------*
§5,385,670,295 23,357 §12,032,670 -

State mile value, $230,580. Average appropriation among counties per thousand of valuation, $2.23.
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