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Your Woods - After the Ice Storm - Helpful information from Jennifer Fish, 
Outreach and Stewardship Service Forester, Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), 
Amherst Regional Headquarters. 

As the electricity returns and trees are removed from roads, yards, and buildings,  many of you 
may be venturing into the woods to more closely inspect the effects of the mid-December ice 
storm. Some of you may find yourselves shocked at the number of trees that have been broken 
or damaged while others will find very little damage in their woods. Regardless it is important not 
to panic and rush into any decisions. 

Ice storms are a common landscape disturbance and play an important role in diversifying our 
forests. Damaged trees may eventually develop cavities and broken trees provide downed woody 
debris. Often oaks and sugar maple suffer less damage than white birches or red maple giving 
some trees a competitive advantage after an ice storm. 

Natural disasters can be a good opportunity to learn more about our landscape and how it 
changes and rebounds after a disturbance. At DCR we are encouraging landowners, as well as 
anyone with an interest in the land, to call their DCR Service Forester or a private consulting 
forester if they have questions or concerns about the effects of the storm. To see a list of 
foresters working in your area click here. 

We are also working on finding money to help landowners hire a professional to help them 
assess the damage to their woodlot and to provide options so they can make informed decisions 
about the health of their woods. In addition, you should know about some web resources that 
have information about evaluating tree damage and the effect on tree health that might be useful 
to you. 

The UMass Extension  - http://www.masswoods.net/your_woods_and/Ice_Damage.html. The 
UMass Extension site has a good general article about the ice storm that encourages landowners 
not to rush and to hire a professional to help evaluate their options. It will be updated as more 
information becomes available so check back from time to time.  

The University of New Hampshire Extension - http://extension.unh.edu/Forestry/IceStorm08.htm. 
This is a University of New Hampshire Extension site. A lot of the information is specific to New 
Hampshire but there are some general resources about tree care and pruning. They also have a 
good landowner message -- "We learned many lessons from that (1998 ice) storm, the most 
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important - trees and forests recover from damage, so don't panic, be safe and seek professional 
help." This is certainly a message that is applicable to Massachusetts as well.  

US Forest Service  - http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/ice/durham/index.shtm This is a forest service 
site related to the 1998 ice storm in the northern New England area but much of it is relevant to 
this storm. There are some good technical publications that foresters might find helpful in 
assessing woodlot damage. The Forest Service will continue to post articles to the site so check 
back from time to time.  

Tree Survival and Growth Following Ice Storm Injury - 
http://www.fs.fed.us/ne/newtown_square/publications/research_papers/pdfs/2003/rpne723.pdf.  
This is a good publication put out by the Forest Service which provides results of hardwood 
survival and growth response after the '98 ice storm.  

As we learn more information we will be posting it to the DCR website,  www.mass.gov/dcr and to 
www.MassWoods.net. 

 

 8th Annual NOFA Organic Land Care Course 

The 8th Annual Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA) Course in Organic Land Care will 
be held on January 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 2009 (snow dates Jan. 22 and 23) at the Doyle 
Conservation Center in Leominster, MA, a sustainably-constructed “green” building featuring 
bamboo and cork floors, composting toilets and an on-site recycling center.  
 
Sponsored and organized by the NOFA Organic Land Care Program, this is a five-day, 
(accreditation optional) intensive course designed to provide professionals with the education 
needed for an understanding of organic land care from design to maintenance. The curriculum is 
based on Standards for Organic Land Care: Practices for Design and Maintenance of Ecological 
Landscapes, written by NOFA’s Organic Land Care Committee. These Standards, first published 
in 2001, are the first of their kind in the country.  
 
Course faculty include respected scientists and experienced organic land care practitioners who 
instruct the following classes: Principles and Procedures; Site Analysis, Design, and 
Maintenance; Rain Gardens/Storm Water Infiltration; Soil Health; the Soil Foodweb; Fertilizer and 
Soil Amendments; Composting; Lawns; Lawn Alternatives; Planting and Plant Care; Wetlands; 
Pest Management; Wildlife Management; Disease Control; Weeds; Mulches; Invasive Plants; 
Client Relations and Running a Business. Four hands-on case studies are also included in the 
course.  
 
At the end of the course, attendees will be able to incorporate methods and materials that respect 
natural ecology and the long-term health of the environment into the care of their own landscapes 
or ones that they manage. Those who pass the optional exam offered at the conclusion of the 
course can become NOFA Accredited Organic Land Care Professionals, able to use the NOFA 
Organic Land Care Logo, be listed on the www.organiclandcare.net website, be published 
annually in the NOFA Guide to Organic Land Care and have the opportunity to represent NOFA 
at organic land care events.  
 
Over 700 land care professionals from 17 states have taken NOFA’s course. These professionals 
include landscapers from large and small firms, landscape architects, garden center employees, 
municipal groundskeepers and property managers. Small business owners, entrepreneurs, 
homeowners, land trust and conservation organization staff and many others have also found the 
course extremely valuable.  
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For more information or to receive registration brochures, contact Kathy Litchfield, NOFA/Mass 
Organic Land Care Course Coordinator, at (413) 773-3830, kathylitch29@yahoo.com or visit 
www.organiclandcare.net and register online.  

[back to table of contents] 

 

 Discussion on Needs of Organic Farmers and Beginning Farmers 

Friday, January 16, 2009 - 10am to 1 pm - Brigham Hill Community Farm, Grafton, MA 

If you are an organic farmer or a beginning farmer and would like to express your ideas about the 
needs of your farm, you are invited to a discussion meeting on Friday January 16. Some 
questions that we will consider: 

 What problems are you facing that could be addressed through research?  
 What skills and information do you need?  
 What is needed to make your farm successful, productive and sustainable – 

economically, environmentally, as a benefit to your community and in your quality of 
life?  

 What are your short term needs and your long term concerns?  
 What are the particular needs of Massachusetts farmers?  
 If you are just starting out in farming, what will help you get off to a good start, grow your 

business, and survive in the long term?  

The UMass Extension Vegetable program, along with the Eastern Mass CRAFTS Network and 
NOFA-Mass, is sponsoring this discussion. We are looking for your ideas and input as we 
develop plans for fundable research and extension projects that will address needs of organic 
farmers. It is important to us to hear from farmers what your key concerns are and what new 
directions you would like to see for organic farming. We have held a similar meeting in western 
MA. We will also share with you our current projects related to organic farming and beginning 
farmers. 

Arrive by 9:45 for coffee and tea and a snack! Please let us know if you plan to come by calling 
Ruth Hazzard at 413.545-3696, or email rhazzard@umext.umass.edu. Email if you have 
questions. 

The Community Harvest Project at Brigham Hill Community Farm is kindly offering us the use of 
their beautiful barn for this meeting.  
Directions to Brigham Hill Community Farm, 37 Wheeler Road,  North Grafton, MA, at 
http://www.community-harvest.org/dir.shtml 

 

Winter Flower Growers/Retailers Program 
Sponsored by Massachusetts Flower Growers Association and University of Massachusetts 
Extension Greenhouse Crops & Floriculture Program 
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January 28, 2009, Briggs Nursery, North Attleboro, MA, 10:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM Open houses at Briggs Nursery, North Attleboro and Patrick Lyons 
Greenhouses, Foxboro, MA. 

A full day education program featuring topics on crop scheduling to save energy, tips for growing 
spring vegetative annuals, an overview of energy markets and purchasing strategies, a marketing 
segment on what consumers want and how they shop, the newest plant varieties and how to 
grow them and saving money on health insurance. All growers and farmers are invited. 

Briggs Nursery is a full service garden center, in business for 48 years. They recently completed 
a renovation of their entire facility. The new facility is comprised of 11,000 sq. ft. retail Nexus 
greenhouse, complete with floor heat, atrium and guillotine vents, 9,000 sq.ft. of retail space. 
Additional elements include a newly built conservatory, garden café and large scale retail displays 
and fixtures. On the same property, Briggs also operates a production facility which consists of 
15,000 sq.ft. of covered growing area. 

For more information contact: 
Tina M. Smith, University of Massachusetts, 413-545-5306, tsmith@umext.umass.edu , Paul 
Lopes, University of Massachusetts, 508-295-2212 ext. 24, lopes@umext.umass.edu , or visit: 
http://www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture/upcoming_events.html 

 

 2009 UMass Extension/MALCP Winter Lawn Care Conference 
Date: January 21, 2009 (snow date January 22) 
Location: Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge, MA 
 
Who should attend? Lawn, landscape, municipal and sports turf professionals and crews, and 
anyone interested in ecologically sound, economically feasible turf management. Business 
owners and managers who want to learn from the best of their colleagues, making their 
businesses thrive. 2009 Winter Lawn Care Conference attendees will have the option to choose 
one of two education tracks: Business or Technical. The theme of the Technical Track will be 
Environmental Protection, with a focus on protecting water and managing invasive plants. In 
addition to education, all attendees are invited to attend an on-site trade show. 
 
Five pesticide recertification contact hours will be available in the Technical Track for all New 
England states for category 36 (shade tree and ornamentals), category 37 (turf) and category 00 
(licensed applicator). MCH, MCLP, CSFM, and NOFA professional certification credits have been 
approved. One pesticide recertification contact hour will be available in the Business Track for all 
New England states for category 37 (turf) and category 00 (licensed applicator). 
 
The Winter Lawn Care Conference is held in partnership with the MA Association of Lawn Care 
Professionals. For more information, contact the UMass Turf Program at (508) 892-0382, 
mowen@umext.umass.edu or MALCP at (781) 274-7373, malcp@yahoo.com. For complete 
information, including instructions on how to register online or by mail, visit 
http://www.umassturf.org. 

 

 

First Asian Longhorn Beetle Newsletter 
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Welcome to Volume 1, Issue 1 of the ALB Newsletter, brought to you by the Massachusetts 
Introduced Pests Outreach Project (MIPOP). This newsletter contains the latest news, links, 
events and volunteer opportunities for Asian longhorned beetle, and is published weekly or 
biweekly, depending on the volume of information available. 
http://massnrc.org/pests/alb/albnewsletter/albnewsletter.htm 
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Your Woods - After the Ice Storm - Helpful information from Jennifer Fish, 
Outreach and Stewardship Service Forester, Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), 
Amherst Regional Headquarters. 

As the electricity returns and trees are removed from roads, yards, and buildings many of you 
may be venturing into the woods to more closely inspect the effects of the mid December ice 
storm. Some of you may find yourselves shocked at the number of trees that have been broken 
or damaged while others will find very little damage in their woods. Regardless it is important not 
to panic and rush into any decisions. 

Ice storms are a common landscape disturbance and play an important role in diversifying our 
forests. Damaged trees may eventually develop cavities and broken trees provide downed woody 
debris. Often oaks and sugar maple suffer less damage than white birches or red maple giving 
some trees a competitive advantage after an ice storm. 

Natural disasters can be a good opportunity to learn more about our landscape and how it 
changes and rebounds after a disturbance. At DCR we are encouraging landowners, as well as 
anyone with an interest in the land, to call their DCR Service Forester or a private consulting 
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forester if they have questions or concerns about the effects of the storm. To see a list of 
foresters working in your area click here. 

We are also working on finding money to help landowners hire a professional to help them 
assess the damage to their woodlot and to provide options so they can make informed decisions 
about the health of their woods. In addition, I wanted to let you know about some web resources 
that have information about evaluating tree damage and the effect on tree health that might be 
useful to you. 

The UMass Extension  - http://www.masswoods.net/your_woods_and/Ice_Damage.html. The 
UMass Extension site has a good general article about the ice storm that encourages landowners 
not to rush and to hire a professional to help evaluate their options. It will be updated as more 
information becomes available so check back from time to time.  

The University of New Hampshire Extension - http://extension.unh.edu/Forestry/IceStorm08.htm. 
This is a University of New Hampshire Extension site. A lot of the information is specific to New 
Hampshire but there are some general resources about tree care and pruning. They also have a 
good landowner message -- "We learned many lessons from that (1998 ice) storm, the most 
important - trees and forests recover from damage, so don't panic, be safe and seek professional 
help." This is certainly a message that is applicable to Massachusetts as well.  

US Forest Service  - http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/ice/durham/index.shtm This is a forest service 
site related to the 1998 ice storm in the northern New England area but much of it is relevant to 
this storm. There are some good technical publications that foresters might find helpful in 
assessing woodlot damage. The Forest Service will continue to post articles to the site so check 
back from time to time.  

Tree Survival and Growth Following Ice Storm Injury - 
http://www.fs.fed.us/ne/newtown_square/publications/research_papers/pdfs/2003/rpne723.pdf.  
This is a good publication put out by the Forest Service which provides results of hardwood 
survival and growth response after the '98 ice storm.  

As we learn more information we will be posting it to the DCR website,  www.mass.gov/dcr and to 
www.MassWoods.net. 

 

 8th Annual NOFA Organic Land Care Course 

The 8th Annual Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA) Course in Organic Land Care will 
be held on January 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 2009 (snow dates Jan. 22 and 23) at the Doyle 
Conservation Center in Leominster, MA, a sustainably-constructed “green” building featuring 
bamboo and cork floors, composting toilets and an on-site recycling center.  
 
Sponsored and organized by the NOFA Organic Land Care Program, this is a five-day, 
(accreditation optional) intensive course designed to provide professionals with the education 
needed for an understanding of organic land care from design to maintenance. The curriculum is 
based on Standards for Organic Land Care: Practices for Design and Maintenance of Ecological 
Landscapes, written by NOFA’s Organic Land Care Committee. These Standards, first published 
in 2001, are the first of their kind in the country.  
 
Course faculty include respected scientists and experienced organic land care practitioners, who 
instruct the following classes: Principles and Procedures; Site Analysis, Design, and 
Maintenance; Rain Gardens/Storm Water Infiltration; Soil Health; the Soil Foodweb; Fertilizer and 
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Soil Amendments; Composting; Lawns; Lawn Alternatives; Planting and Plant Care; Wetlands; 
Pest Management; Wildlife Management; Disease Control; Weeds; Mulches; Invasive Plants; 
Client Relations and Running a Business. Four hands-on case studies are also included in the 
course.  
 
At the end of the course, attendees will be able to incorporate methods and materials that respect 
natural ecology and the long-term health of the environment into the care of their own landscapes 
or ones that they manage. Those who pass the optional exam offered at the conclusion of the 
course can become NOFA Accredited Organic Land Care Professionals, able to use the NOFA 
Organic Land Care Logo, be listed on the www.organiclandcare.net website, be published 
annually in the NOFA Guide to Organic Land Care and have the opportunity to represent NOFA 
at organic land care events.  
 
Over 700 land care professionals from 17 states have taken NOFA’s course. These professionals 
include landscapers from large and small firms, landscape architects, garden center employees, 
municipal groundskeepers and property managers. Small business owners, entrepreneurs, 
homeowners, land trust and conservation organization staff and many others have also found the 
course extremely valuable.  
 
For more information or to receive registration brochures, contact Kathy Litchfield, NOFA/Mass 
Organic Land Care Course Coordinator, at (413) 773-3830, kathylitch29@yahoo.com or visit 
www.organiclandcare.net and register online.  
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 Discussion on Needs of Organic Farmers and Beginning Farmers 

Friday, January 16, 2009 - 10am to 1 pm - Brigham Hill Community Farm, Grafton, MA 

If you are an organic farmer or a beginning farmer and would like to express your ideas about the 
needs of your farm, you are invited to a discussion meeting on Friday January 16. Some 
questions that we will consider: 

 What problems are you facing that could be addressed through research?  
 What skills and information do you need?  
 What is needed to make your farm successful, productive and sustainable – 

economically, environmentally, as a benefit to your community and in your quality of 
life?  

 What are your short term needs and your long term concerns?  
 What are the particular needs of Massachusetts farmers?  
 If you are just starting out in farming, what will help you get off to a good start, grow your 

business, and survive in the long term?  

The UMass Extension Vegetable program, along with the Eastern Mass CRAFTS Network and 
NOFA-Mass, is sponsoring this discussion. We are looking for your ideas and input as we 
develop plans for fundable research and extension projects that will address needs of organic 
farmers. It is important to us to hear from farmers what your key concerns are and what new 
directions you would like to see for organic farming. We have held a similar meeting in western 
MA. We will also share with you our current projects related to organic farming and beginning 
farmers. 

http://www.organiclandcare.net/


Arrive by 9:45 for coffee and tea and a snack! Please let us know if you plan to come by calling 
Ruth Hazzard at 545-3696, or email rhazzard@umext.umass.edu. Email if you have questions. 

The Community Harvest Project at Brigham Hill Community Farm is kindly offering us the use of 
their beautiful barn for this meeting.  
Directions to Brigham Hill Community Farm, 37 Wheeler Road,  North Grafton, MA, at 
http://www.community-harvest.org/dir.shtml 

 

Winter Flower Growers-Retailers Program 
Sponsored by Massachusetts Flower Growers Association and University of Massachusetts 
Extension Greenhouse Crops & Floriculture Program 

January 28, 2009, Briggs Nursery, North Attleboro, MA, 10:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM Open houses at Briggs Nursery, North Attleboro and Patrick Lyons 
Greenhouses, Foxboro, MA. 

A full day education program featuring topics on crop scheduling to save energy, tips for growing 
spring vegetative annuals, an overview of energy markets and purchasing strategies, a marketing 
segment on what consumers want and how they shop, the newest plant varieties and how to 
grow them and saving money on health insurance. All growers and farmers are invited. 

Briggs Nursery is a full service garden center, in business for 48 years. They recently competed a 
renovation of their entire facility. The new facility is comprised of a 11,000 sq. ft. retail Nexus 
greenhouse, complete with floor heat, atrium and guillotine vents, 9,000 sq.ft. of retail space. 
Additional elements include a newly built conservatory, garden café and large scale retail displays 
and fixtures. On the same property, Briggs also operates a production facility which consists of 
15,000 sq.ft. of covered growing area. 

For more information contact: 
Tina M. Smith, University of Massachusetts, 413-545-5306, tsmith@umext.umass.edu , Paul 
Lopes, University of Massachusetts, 508-295-2212 ext. 24, lopes@umext.umass.edu , or visit: 
http://www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture/upcoming_events.html 

 

 2009 UMass Extension/MALCP Winter Lawn Care Conference 
Date: January 21, 2009 (snow date January 22) 
Location: Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge, MA 
 
Who should attend? Lawn, landscape, municipal and sports turf professionals and crews, and 
anyone interested in ecologically sound, economically feasible turf management. Business 
owners and managers who want to learn from the best of their colleagues, making their 
businesses thrive. 2009 Winter Lawn Care Conference attendees will have the option to choose 
one of two education tracks: Business or Technical. The theme of the Technical Track will be 
Environmental Protection, with a focus on protecting water and managing invasive plants. In 
addition to education, all attendees are invited to attend an on-site trade show. 
 
5 pesticide recertification contact hours will be available in the Technical Track for all New 
England states for category 36 (shade tree and ornamentals), category 37 (turf) and category 00 
(licensed applicator). MCH, MCLP, CSFM, and NOFA professional certification credits have been 
approved. 1 pesticide recertification contact hour will be available in the Business Track for all 
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New England states for category 37 (turf) and category 00 (licensed applicator). 
 
The Winter Lawn Care Conference is held in partnership with the MA Assoc. of Lawn Care 
Professionals. For more information, contact the UMass Turf Program at (508) 892-0382, 
mowen@umext.umass.edu or MALCP at (781) 274-7373, malcp@yahoo.com. For complete 
information, including instructions on how to register online or by mail, visit 
http://www.umassturf.org. 

 

 

First Asian Longhorn Beetle Newsletter 

Welcome to Volume 1, Issue 1 of the ALB Newsletter, brought to you by the Massachusetts 
Introduced Pests Outreach Project (MIPOP). This newsletter contains the latest news, links, 
events and volunteer opportunities for Asian longhorned beetle, and is published weekly or 
biweekly, depending on the volume of information available. 
http://massnrc.org/pests/alb/albnewsletter/albnewsletter.htm 
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