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House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1917.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill relative to the powers and expenses of
the state ornithologist (House, No. 175), report recom-
mending that the same be amended by the substitution of
the accompanying bill.

For the committee

JAMES TRACY ROTTER.

C!jc Commontoealt!) of B@assaclmswts.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Powers and Expenditures of the State

Ornithologist.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cfic Commontocalt!) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter two hundred and
2 forty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eight is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
4 following: For the purpose of aiding in the study of the
5 distribution and habits of the birds of the commonwealth
6 the state ornithologist may appoint from time to time
7 special observers who shall serve without compensa-
-8 tion, —soas to read as follows: Section 2. It shall be
9 the duty of the state ornithologist to investigate the dis-

-10 tribution and food habits of the birds of the common-
-11 wealth; to determine, so far as possible, the relations of
12 birds to outbreaks of insects and other animals; to ex-
-13 periment with a view of discovering the best methods of
14 protecting fruits and crops from birds; and to serve the
15 state board of agriculture and the people of the common-
-16 wealth in an advisory capacity in matters relating to the
17 economic status of birds and legislation concerning them.
18 He shall make an annual report to the state board of
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19 agriculture, and may issue special reports and bulletins
20 as the exigencies of his work may require. For the pur-
-21 pose of aiding in the study of the distribution and habits
22 of the birds of the commonwealth the state ornithologist
23 may appoint from time to time special observers who
24 shall serve without compensation.

1 Section 2. Section three of chapter two hundred and
2 forty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eight, as amended by section one of chapter five hundred
4 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve, and
5 by section one of chapter four hundred and twenty-four
6 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, is
8 hereby further amended by striking out the word “twen-
-9 ty-five”, in the ninth line, and inserting in place thereof

10 the word: twenty-six, —so as to read as follows:
11 Section 3. The state ornithologist shall receive two thou-
-12 sand dollars annually for his services, and such allowance
13 for necessary expenses, traveling or otherwise, as may be
14 approved by the said board. He may purchase such sup-
-15 plies and apparatus and may employ such assistance as
16 may be reasonable necessary in carrying out his duties,
17 subject to the approval of the said board; but the total
18 amount to be expended under the authority of this act
19 shall not exceed twenty-six hundred dollars annually, in-
-20 eluding the salary of the ornithologist.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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