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MDAR Invites Organizations and Businesses to Apply to 
Exhibit in the Massachusetts Building at the Big E 

The Department each year invites Massachusetts organizations and businesses to apply 
for the purpose of showcasing Massachusetts agriculture, commerce, culture, food and 
tourism through informational, educational, promotional and retail exhibits in the 
Massachusetts Building during the Eastern States Exposition (the Big E) located in West 
Springfield, Massachusetts. Each year, the 17 day fair falls on the last two weeks of 
September and attracts over 1 million visitors from across New England. The 2009 Big E 
runs from Friday, September 18 - October 4th. 

 2009 Application and Guidelines for Exhibiting in the Massachusetts State 
Building [PDF]  

 Operating Rules and Dates for Exhibiting in the Massachusetts Building [PDF]  

More details at Massachusetts Building webpage: 
www.mass.gov/agr/fairs/massbuilding/index.htm.  

If you need a hard copy of the application mailed, please contact Ellen Hart, 
ellen.hart@state.ma.us, 617-626-1742. 

 

 Last Call for Ag-tourism Farms to be Included on the Ag-
tourism Map 
  
The Department sent out registration surveys/farm profiles in February to be corrected 
and returned to the Department so that farms with "Ag-tivities" could be included on the 
map for this spring.  If you have not returned your paper work or have not recieved a 
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copy of the registration form, please email Melissa Guerrero: 
melissa.guerrero@state.ma.us. Please fax back to 617-626-1850, or mail surveys by 
Monday, March 23, 2009. Information will also be updated for the list online: 
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/agritourism_farms.htm 

 

 Massachusetts Poultry Enhancement Council Meeting 

Massachusetts Poultry Enhancement Council will meet; 

Date:                   March 26, 09 
Time:                   5:30pm to 8:00pm 
Location:             Marlborough Public Library, Bigelow Auditorium, 140 Main St., 
Marlborough, MA 

Agenda:         Commissioners Introduction 
                      Review MDAR AI Emergency Response Plan 
                      Poultry vs. Zoning & other Regulations 
                      Open Discussion 

This is an open meeting for all poultry & poultry products producers. Question to Ed 
Hageman, Edward.Hageman@state.ma.us, 617-626-1796. 

 

Economic Recovery Funding Available to Mass. 
Landowners in Flood-Prone Areas 

Massachusetts landowners with land in flood-prone areas may apply for assistance from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 
NRCS will provide up to $145 million nationwide to eligible landowners through the 
floodplain easement component of its Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program. 
The funds will be used to restore an estimated 60,000 acres of frequently flooded land in 
the U.S. to its natural state and create jobs. 

Eligible landowners can sign up for these easements through March 27, 2009 at their 
local USDA Service Center. USDA service center locations are listed on-line at 
http://offices.usda.gov or in the phone book under Federal Government, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. For information about EWP Program floodplain easements, visit 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/Floodplain/index.html.  

“We will be working with landowners in rural communities who voluntarily agree to 
restore the floodplains to their natural condition by placing their land into easements,” 
said Christine Clarke, NRCS Massachusetts State Conservationist. “These easements will 
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convert environmentally sensitive lands into riparian corridors and wooded bottomlands 
that are so vital for fish and wildlife habitat and to mitigate downstream flooding.” 

Jobs can be created in the engineering, biology and construction fields when landowners 
establish conservation practices to plant trees and native grasses and restore the 
hydrology of the floodplain on the land entered into easement, said Clarke.  

The funding, obtained from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
includes both technical and financial assistance. The goal is to have all floodplain 
easements acquired and restored within 12-18 months. No more than $30 million can be 
spent in any one state. 

The EWP Program’s floodplain easement component allows NRCS to purchase 
easements on lands damaged by flooding. The restored floodplain will generate many 
public benefits, such as increased flood protection, enhanced fish and wildlife habitat, 
improved water quality, increased carbon sequestration as permanent vegetative cover is 
re-established, and a reduced need for future public disaster assistance. 

 


