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HOUSE No. 1694

House of Representatives, Feb. 27, 1917

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 253) of Payson
W. Lyman and others relative to the certification to the
Governor and Council of the total number of names of voters
at elections, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

ROLAND D. SAWYER.

Oe Commontotalti) of 99assac|nisetts.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Tabulation of the Returns of Votes on

Certain Questions submitted to the Voters.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Section three hundred and nine of chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and thirteen, is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word “officers”, in the tenth line, the
5 words: together with the records of votes cast on any

6 question submitted by statute to the voters in any sena-
-7 torial or representative district or in two or more cities
8 or towns, said record shall be, and by inserting after
9 the word “for”, in the twenty-sixth line, the words; —-

10 and questions on,—so as to read as follows: Section
11 309. The clerk of each city and town, within ten days,
12 and in Boston the election commissioners, within fifteen
13 days, after the day of any election therein for a senator
14 in congress, representative in congress, governor, lieutenant
15 governor, councillor, secretary, treasurer and receiver
16 general, auditor of the commonwealth, attorney-general,
17 clerk of courts, register of probate and insolvency, sheriff,
18 district attorney, or senator, or for presidential electors.
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19 shall transmit to the secretary of the commonwealth
20 copies of the records of votes for such officers, together
21 with the records of votes cast on any question submitted
22 by statute to the voters in any senatorial or representa-
-23 tive district or in two or more cities or towns, said record
24 shall be certified by the aldermen or the selectmen, or by
25 the election commissioners, and attested and sealed by
26 the clerk or by said commissioners. The city or town
27 clerk shall, within ten days after an election for county
28 treasurer or register of deeds, transmit to the county
29 commissioners, and within ten days after an election
30 therein for county commissioners or associate commis-
-31 sioners, transmit to the clerk of the courts the records of
32 votes for such officers, certified, attested and sealed as
33 aforesaid; except that in Chelsea, Revere and Winthrop
34 the records of votes for register of deeds shall be trans-
-35 mitted to the election commissioners of Boston, and that
36 in Revere and Winthrop the records of votes for county
37 commissioner and associate commissioners shall be trans-
-38 mitted to the clerk of the courts for the county of
39 Middlesex. Such copies shall be transmitted in envelopes,
40 upon which shall be stated the offices for, and questions
41 on which and the districts in which the votes were cast.

1 Section 2. Section three hundred and twelve of said
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “offices”, in the sixth line,
4 the words: and the result of the votes on any question
5 or questions, so as to read as follows; Saction 312.

6 The secretary of the commonwealth shall lay before the
7 governor and council the copies of the records of votes
8 cast with their seals unbroken. The governor with at
9 least five councillors shall, as soon as may be, open and

10 examine all such copies and determine who are elected to
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the several offices, and the result of the votes on any
question or questions. Upon such determination, the
secretary, upon application, shall furnish to newspapers
an abstract of the records of the votes examined.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


