
HOUSE
CIjc Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.

E x e c u t iv e  D e pa r t m en t , B o sto n , Feb. 28, 1917. 
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In the present disturbed condition of international affairs 
my attention has again and again been called to the impor
tance of guarding certain points in the Commonwealth 
against possible damage which might stop for a time the 
movement of food-stuffs and other necessary supplies and 
seriously derange the ordinary course of the lives of the 
people.

I do not distrust at all any section of our population for I 
believe that the citizens of no country are more patriotic and 
law-abiding. Any ground for apprehension of danger, it 
seems to me, arises from fear of what might be done by un
balanced persons in a time of some popular excitement.

A similar situation exists in adjoining states and has been 
met there to an extent by the use of the militia. I have 
employed such members of the District Police as were avail
able and also portions of the militia. I think the militia 
should not long be used for this duty. In essence it is 
rather police work than military work. Furthermore many 
of the soldiers have been for a long time absent from the 
Commonwealth at a great sacrifice of their private interests 
and they should not be required to make further sacrifices 
unless absolutely necessary.

It seems to me the situation can best be dealt with by a 
temporary increase in the District Police and the appoint
ment for a limited time of deputy officers. I recommend 
therefore that you give the Governor the necessary authority 
in the premises by suitable legislation and in order that you 
may best act at once if such be your pleasure I append 
hereto a bill for your consideration.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.




