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FY2009 AEEP Applications Available 

Application forms for the FY 2010 AEEP program are now available. The deadline for 
applying to the program is June 30, 2009. The application can be downloaded at 
http://www.mass.gov/agr/programs/aeep/ 

The purpose of AEEP is to support the mitigation and/ or prevention of negative impacts 
to natural resources that may result from agricultural practices. Farmers selected to 
participate are reimbursed for the approved costs of materials up to $30,000 used to 
install best management practices which improve water quality, conserve water or reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. The program runs on the state Fiscal Year which runs from 
July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010. The application period for FY 2010 closes on June 30, 
2009. 

The Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program (AEEP) provides funding to 
agricultural operations in Massachusetts for the mitigation and/or prevention of impacts 
on natural resources that may result from agricultural practices. While primarily a water 
quality program, AEEP will also fund practices that promote energy efficiency, water 
conservation, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Farmers selected to participate are 
reimbursed for the approved costs of materials up to $30,000. A minimum of a 5% match 
is required of applicants.  Most awards are in the $10,000 to $15,000 range 

Along with Craig Richov, Program Coordinator, who will present on his Farm Viability 
Enhancement Program, Gerard Kennedy, Director of Agricultural Technical Assistance, 
will discuss the Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program at the following 
locations:  

•       Wednesday April 22 at 6;00 PM, Greenfield Community College (270 Main 
Street) in Greenfield and 

http://www.mass.gov/agr
http://www.mass.gov/agr/programs/aeep/


•       Thursday April 30, 2009, 6:00 PM, Bristol County Agricultural High School, 
Room 108 Center Street, Dighton 

For more information contact: 
 

Gerard Kennedy, Director, Division of Agricultural Technical Assistance 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
251 Causeway Street, Boston, MA 02114-2151 
TEL: 617-626-1773, FAX: 617-626-1850 
gerard.kennedy@state.ma.us, www.mass.gov/agr 
 

 

Today’s Farmers and How Local Communities Benefit: 
A New Era for Locally Grown Food 

Cris Coffin, New England Director for the American Farmland Trust, is the featured 
speaker of the Dr. Ed Bell Forum, a regional environmental forum on Tuesday evening, 
April 28th, at 7:00pm and hosted by the Indian Hill Music Center at 36 King Street, 
Littleton.  Light refreshments will be served. Admission is free and open to all. 

Who are today’s farmers? What do they need to thrive? Local farms provide green jobs, 
preserve scenic lands, and reduce demand on community services. Cris Coffin will 
address these topics, reveal some emerging trends, and give a brief update on some of the 
many tools to preserve local farms and agricultural lands. Cris Coffin has a strong 
background in federal agricultural and environmental policy as well as practical 
experience working directly with local farmers. 

The AFT is a national, not-for-profit organization working at the federal, state, and local 
levels to protect America's farmland and promote farming practices that lead to a healthy 
environment. For additional information on the AFT’s activities, go to www.farmland.org 

 The Littleton Conservation Trust (LCT), the sponsor of the Dr. Ed Bell Forum, gives 
special thanks to the Indian Hill Music Center for its support of this community event. 
The LCT is a private land trust formed in 1962 to promote rural character; to preserve 
local water, plant, and wildlife resources and scenic views; and to provide environmental 
education. For more information see www.LittletonConservationTrust.org 

 

USDA Designates Six Massachusetts Counties as 
Primary Natural Disaster Areas 

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Apply for USDA Assistance 

mailto:gerard.kennedy@state.ma.us
http://www.mass.gov/agr
http://www.littletonconservationtrust.org/


The U.S. Department of Agriculture designated Berkshire, Franklin, Hampden, 
Hampshire, Middlesex and Worcester counties in Massachusetts as primary natural 
disaster areas because of losses caused by a severe ice storm that occurred from Dec. 11, 
2008, through Dec. 17, 2008. 

“President Obama and I understand the ice storm caused severe damage to the area and 
serious harm to the farms and ranches there and we want to help,” said Vilsack.  This 
action will provide help to hundreds of farmers who suffered losses to their fruit crops 
and maple syrup production.   

Farm operators in Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk counties in Massachusetts also qualify for 
natural disaster benefits because their counties are contiguous.   

Farm operators in the counties listed below in the adjacent states of Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont also qualify for natural disaster areas 
because their counties are contiguous. 

 Connecticut: Hartford, Litchfield, Tolland and Windham 
 New Hampshire: Cheshire and Hillsborough 
 New York: Columbia, Dutchess and Rensselaer 
 Rhode Island: Providence 
 Vermont: Bennington and Windham 

All counties listed were designated natural disaster areas on April 13, 2009, making all 
qualified farm operators in the designated areas eligible for low interest emergency (EM) 
loans from USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are 
met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to 
apply for loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan 
application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available 
and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs, in addition to the EM loan 
program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity. 

USDA has made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), which was approved as part of the 
Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008; the Emergency Conservation Program; 
Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.  
Interested farmers can contact their local USDA Service Centers for further information 
on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  
Additional information also is available online at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov. FSA news 
releases are available on FSA's Web site at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov via the "News and 
Events" link. 

 

http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov/

