
HOUSE No. 1725
Bill accompanying the petition of William C. Carpenter and others 

for the incorporation of the Ipswich Valley Water Company. Water 
Supply. March 5.

Cbe Commontoealti) of egassacfntsetts.
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Ipswich Valley Water Company with 

Authority to supply Water in the Town of North Reading.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:
1 Section 1. Willard C. Carpenter, Albert G. Barber,
2 Rufus B. Gage, Joseph D. Gowing, Henry A. Upton,
3 Jared B. McLane, Henry W. Weymouth, Lawrence C.
4 Monroe, Lewis A. Bigelow, Charles A. Quint, Foster R.
5 Batchelder and James A. Glass, their associates and suc-
6 cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of
7 Ipswich Valley Water Company, for the purpose of sup-
8 plying water for use within the town of North Reading,
9 or any part thereof, for the extinguishment of fires and for

10 domestic, manufacturing and all other purposes. Said
11 corporation shall have all the powers and privileges and
12 shall be subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabili-
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13 ties set forth in all general laws which now are or may
14 hereafter be in force applicable to water companies.

1 Section 2. The corporation may purchase water for
2 any or all of its corporate purposes from the town of
3 Reading or from any other town or corporation at the
4 time engaged in supplying water to the inhabitants of any
5 town adjoining the town of North Reading: provided,
6 that the source of the water supply of such other cor-
7 poration was acquired with the consent of, or shall have
8 been approved by, the state department of health. The
9 town of Reading and any other town or corporation now

10 or hereafter engaged as aforesaid in supplying water
11 to the inhabitants of towns adjoining the town of North
12 Reading may sell and contract to sell water to the cor-
13 poration created by this act for any or all of its corporate
14 purposes.

1 Section 3. Said corporation may take or acquire, by
2 purchase or otherwise, and hold, the waters of any such
3 brook, stream, river, pond, reservoir, spring or other
4 source of water supply, whether on the surface or under-
5 ground, in whole or in part, within the limits of said
6 town of North Reading as may be approved by the state
7 department of health; and may obtain and take water
8 by means of driven, bored, artesian or other wells on any
9 land within said limits, and may also take or acquire,

10 subject to the approval of said state department of
11 health, by lease, purchase or otherwise, all lands, rights
12 of way and easements necessary for holding and preserv-
13 ing such water and the purity thereof, and for conveying
14 the water to any part of said town. Said corporation
15 may erect on the lands so taken or acquired such dams,
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16 buildings, reservoirs, filtering galleries, standpipes, fix-
17 tures and other structures, apparatus or equipment as
18 may be necessary for the establishment and maintenance
19 of a complete and effective system of water works, and
20 may do all other acts reasonably necessary to carry out
21 the purposes for which said corporation is incorporated.
22 It may make excavations, procure and operate machinery,
23 lay and maintain aqueducts, conduits, pipes and other
24 works under or over any land, water courses, canals,
25 dams, railroads, railways, and public or private ways
26 and along any highway or other way in said town in
27 such manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the same;
28 and for the purpose of constructing, laying, maintaining
29 and repairing such aqueducts, conduits, pipes and other
30 works, and for all other purposes of this act, said corpora-
31 tion may dig up, raise and embank any such lands, high-
32 ways or other ways in such manner as to cause the least
33 hindrance to public travel, subject to the approval of the
34 selectmen of the town as to highways or other ways
35 within their control. Said corporation shall not enter
36 upon, construct or lay any conduits, pipes or other works
37 within the location of any railroad corporation except at
38 such time and in such manner as it may agree upon with
39 such corporation, or in case of failure so to agree, as may
40 be approved by the public service commission.

1 Section 4. Said corporation shall, within sixty days
2 after voting to take any lands, rights of way, water
3 rights, water sources, or easements as aforesaid, file and
4 cause to be recprded in the registry of deeds for the
5 county and district in which the same are situated, a
6 description thereof sufficiently accurate for identification,
7 with a statement of the purpose for which the same were
8 taken, signed by the president of the corporation. The
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9 recording shall operate as a taking of the real estate and 

10 rights and easements therein described.

1 Section 5. Said corporation shall pay all damages to
2 property sustained by any person, firm or corporation by
3 the taking of any land, right of way, water, water source,
4 water right or easement, or by any other thing done by
5 said corporation under the authority of this act. Any
0 person, firm or corporation sustaining damages as afore-
7 said, and failing to agree with said corporation as to the
8 amount thereof, may have the same assessed and deter-
9 mined in the manner provided by law in the case of land

10 taken for the laying-out of highways, on application at
11 any time within, but not after, two years from the taking
12 of such land or other property, or the doing of any other
13 injury under the authority of this act. No application
14 for the assessment of damages shall be made for the tak-
15 ing of any water or water right, or for any injury thereto,
16 until the water is actually withdrawn or diverted by said
17 corporation under the authority of this act.

1 Section 6. Said corporation may distribute water
2 through said town of North Reading, or any part thereof,
3 and may regulate the use of said water, and may fix the
4 rates to be paid for the use of the same, subject, however,
5 to the power now vested in the board of gas and electric
6 light commissioners to regulate said rates; and may col-
7 lect such rates, and may make contracts with the said
8 town, acting by their selectmen, and with any fire or
9 water supply district now or hereafter established therein,

10 and with any individual, corporation, departments of the
11 commonwealth and of the United States therein, to sup-
12 ply water for the extinguishment of fires and for domestic,
13 manufacturing or other purposes: 'provided, that in case a
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14 contract is to be made with the town, the selectmen shall
15 be first authorized to act by a majority vote of the quali-
16 fied voters of said town qualified to vote upon a proposi-
17 tion to raise money.

1 Section 7. Said corporation may, for the purposes set
2 forth in this act, hold real estate not exceeding in value
3 twenty thousand dollars.

1 Section 8. The amount of capital stock of the cor-
2 poration shall be fixed at the first meeting of the stock- 

, 3 holders: provided, however, that it shall not exceed twenty-
4 five thousand dollars; and a certificate thereof shall be
5 filed with the secretary of the commonwealth within
6 thirty days after the amount of the capital stock has been
7 fixed The capital stock may be increased or diminished
8 thereafter, as provided in section thirty-five of chapter
9 seven hundred and forty-two of the acts of the year nine-

10 teen hundred and fourteen. Shares shall be of the par
11 value of ten dollars each. Said corporation may, for the
12 purpose of this act,' issue stocks and bonds only in ac-
13 cordance with the powers, limitations and restrictions
14 contained in chapter seven hundred and eightv-seven of
15 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, and
16 acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto. Pay-
17 ment for such stocks and bonds may be made either in
18 cash or in property, real or personal, or legal, engineering
19 or other services, at the fair cash value of such property
20 or services, such value to be fixed by the board of direc-
21 tors of said corporation subject to the approval of the
22 board of gas and electric light commissioners.

1 Section 9. At any time within twenty-five years from
2 the date of the passage of this act, said town of North
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3 Reading, or any one or more fire districts in said town,
4 upon obtaining appropriate legislation to enable them to
5 act as a water supply district, or .otherwise, may pur-
6 chase the franchise and all the rights, privileges and
7 property of said water company owned by it and used in
8 supplying water, upon payment of the fair market value
9 thereof: provided, however, that such franchise, rights,

10 privileges and property may not, without the consent of
11 said water company, be purchased at less than the actual
12 cost thereof; and in case the dividends earned and paid
13 by said corporation since its creation on its stock shall
14 have been less than six per cent per annum, there shall
15 be added to such cost such a sum as will make the net
16 returns to the stockholders six per cent per annum on the
17 investment. If the water supply district or the said
18 town, as the case may be, and the water company shall
19 be unable to agree upon the value of said franchise,
20 rights, privileges and property, either party with notice
21 to the other may apply to the supreme judicial court for
22 the determination of said value. Said court shall refer
23 the application to the board of gas and electric light
24 commissioners, who shall hear the parties and determine
25 the value of said franchise, rights, privileges and property,
26 in accordance with the provisions herein prescribed, and
27 the award of said board, when accepted by the court,
28 shall be final. The award shall not be set aside or re-
29 committed for error in law, unless the court is satisfied
30 that such error has substantially affected the interests of
31 the party complaining thereof, and in that event the
32 court may recommit the award to the board, with such
33 directions as justice may require.

1 Section 10. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts,
2 pollutes or diverts any water taken ox held under author-
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3 lty of this act, or injures any structure, work or other
4 property owned, held or used by said corporation under
5 authority of this act, and for the purposes of this act,
6 shall forfeit and pay to said corporation three times the
7 amount of damages assessed therefor, to be recovered in
8 an action of tort; and upon conviction of any of the
9 above wilful or wanton acts, shall be punished by a fine

10 of not exceeding three hundred dollars or be imprisoned
11 for a time not exceeding one year.
1 Section 11. This act shall be null and void unless
2 said Ipswich Valley Water Company shall be supplying
3 water within three years from the date of the passage
4 of this act.
1 Section 12. A sworn report of the cost of the system
2 to date and of the year’s receipts and expenses shall be
3 made annually to the selectmen of the town of North
4 Reading, said report to be made within sixty days of
5 the close of the fiscal year of said Ipswich Valley Water
6 Company.
1 Section 13. In any village district in any part of the
2 town affected by this act, ten or more legal voters of the
3 town may apply to the board of selectmen to establish a
4 fire district. Such application shall be made by a peti-
5 tion in writing signed by such voters, setting forth the
6 name and limits of the proposed district.
1 Section 14. The selectmen, upon the receipt of such
2 petition, shall forthwith call a meeting of the voters of
3 the proposed district to consider and vote upon the ques-
4 tion of establishing such district. Notice of such meeting
5 shall be given in the same manner as notice of a town
6 meeting is given, and such notice shall state the purpose
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7 for which the meeting is called. If the selectmen refuse
8 or neglect to give such notice, a justice of the peace may
9 do so.
1 Section 15. If at such meeting a majority of the
2 voters of the proposed district vote to establish such dis-
3 trict, the selectmen shall forthwith file with the state
4 department of health a copy of said petition and the
5 notice of said meeting, duly certified by the selectmen or
6 a majority of them, and a certificate stating that a
7 majority of the voters of the proposed district have voted
8 to establish such district.
1 Section 16. Thereupon the state department of health
2 shall investigate and ascertain the needs of the proposed
3 district, and if in its opinion the district should be estab-
4 lished it shall report that fact to the secretary of state,
5 who shall forthwith issue and send to the selectmen of
6 the town a certificate of incorporation constituting the
7 inhabitants of the town liable to taxation and residing
8 within the limits of the proposed district a fire district-
9 Such district, except as may be otherwise provided herein,

10 shall have all the powers and be subject to all the duties
11 and liabilities set forth in the general laws now or here-
12 after in force relating to fire districts.
1 Section 17. The first meeting of said district shall be
2 called on petition of five or more voters therein, by a
3 warrant from the selectmen, or from a justice of the
4 peace, directed to one of the petitioners requiring him to ^
5 give notice of the meeting by posting copies of said
6 warrant in two or more public places in said district,
7 seven days at least before the time of the meeting. One
8 of the petitioners shall preside until a clerk is chosen
9 and sworn, and the clerk shall preside until a moderator
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10 is chosen. The meeting may then proceed to act on
11 the other articles in the warrant.

1 Section 18. Such district may, subject to the provi-
2 sions of section sixty-seven of chapter thirty-two of the
3 Revised Laws, adopt by-laws prescribing by whom and
4 how meetings may be called and notified; and, upon the
5 application of five or more legal voters in the district
6 meetings may also be called by warrant as provided in
7 section five. Such district may also choose such other
8 officers not provided for in this act as it may deem neces-
9 sary or proper.

1 Section 19. Such district may make contracts for the
2 purchase of water, and for the purchase or hire of engines,
3 hose, hose carriages, and other apparatus and things
4 necessary for the extinguishment of fires, for fire hydrant
5 service and for any other thing that may lawfully be
6 done by said district.

1 Section 20. Such district may, at meetings called for
2 the purpose, raise money by taxation for any of the
3 purposes for which fire districts may, under general laws
4 now or hereafter in force, raise money, and for all other
5 purposes necessary or proper under the provisions of
6 this act.

1 Section 21. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 22. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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