
HOUSE No. 1734

#

I

House of Representatives

The committee on State House and Libraries, who were
instructed by a joint order of the two branches (see Senate
Journal of January 30 and House Journal of January 31) to
“investigate the necessity for the purchase of fire-proof fit-
tings, recommended by the State House Commission in 1916
to be purchased and installed in the basement of the west
wing of the State House, such investigation to include the
whole subject of fire-proof vaults for the preservation in the
State House of public records and other papers, the charac-
ter and value of the records and other papers now stored in
the State House, and by state boards and commissions out-
side the State House, in fire-proof vaults or otherwise, and
the necessity for their further preservation,”—report that it
is the opinion of the committee that such steel filing equip-
ment should be provided as will permit certain reservations
of space equipped with proper filing and storage facilities for
the preservation of records, plans and other papers of all the
state departments now in or hereafter to be moved into the
State House and we recommend an appropriation sufficient
to accomplish the above objects. [Senator Dahlborg dissents
but presents no report.]

The committee also report that the records of the various
commissions, boards and departments are rapidly accumu-
lating and the seven years during which records, plans and
other papers are now preserved by law before they may be
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destroyed if unworthy of preservation, in many instances is
a longer time than is necessary to determine their usefulness,
and that many of them may well be destroyed. Last year
under a similar order the time limit after which useless ma-
terial might be destroyed was fixed at two years and the
commissioner of records was deputized to carry out their
destruction. This was a temporary arrangement for a few
months and we find there is general need of authority to
destroy records, documents or papers whenever the occasion
warrants it. We therefore recommend the passage of a
general act giving the Commissioner of Public Records, the
Supervisor of Administration and the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth power to act as a board of destruction of public
records, plans and other papers that are over two years old,
after securing the consent of the heads of the departments,
boards and commissions, to which they belong, and publicly
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Senate, Jan. 30, 1917

1 Ordered, That the committee on state house and
2 libraries investigate the necessity for the purchase of
3 fire-proof fittings, recommended by the state house
4 commission in nineteen hundred and sixteen to be pur-
-5 chased and installed in the basement of the west wing
6 of the state house, such investigation to include the
7 whole subject of fire-proof vaults for the preservation in
8 the state house of public records and other papers, the
9 character and value of the records and other papers now

10 stored in the state house, and by state boards and com-
il missions outside the state house, in fire-proof vaults or
12 otherwise, and the necessity for their further preserva-
-13 tion. The committee shall report as soon as practicable
14 what action should now be taken and what future policy
15 in the matter should be followed by the various depart-
-16 ments of the commonwealth.

Sent down for concurrence.

HENRY D. COOLIDGE, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 31, 191

Adopted in concurrence

TAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk

C&c arommoniocaltb of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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