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State Department of Health

Hon. Channing H. Cox, Speaker of the House of Representatives, State House
Boston, Mass.

Sir; The State Department of Health begs to submit herewith
certain recommendations supplementary to those contained in its an-
nual report relative to inland waters.

Respectfully

a. j. McLaughlin,
Commissioner of Health

Cfie Commontoealtfr of Q^asoacinisetts.
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I

fice of State Department of Health,
State House, Boston, March 6, 1917.

MassachvTo the General Cc its

The State Department of Health desires to present as a supple-
mentary recommendation for the consideration of the Legislature
certain information with recommendations as to water supply for mu-
nicipal purposes in southeastern Massachusetts.

The district herein considered is comprised chiefly within the water-
shed of the Taunton River and of certain small watersheds adjacent
thereto, draining southerly into the sea. This region contains the
cities of New Bedford, Fall River and Taunton, which, with the pop-
ulation of adjacent municipalities now or likely to be dependent upon
them for water supply, had a population in 1915 of nearly 300,000.
The population in this region has grown steadily and quite rapidly in
recent years, and, judging from the growth of such cities with similar
industries in other countries, the population of this area is likely to
grow even more rapidly in the future than in the past.

Throughout the greater part of this region the conditions for ob-
taining municipal water supplies in large quantity and with reasonable
economy are quite unfavorable. The streams for the most part flow
with sluggish current through wide, flat valleys occupied for the most
part by swamps, and the contour of the ground is unfavorable for the
construction of reservoirs of large capacity suitable for the storage of
water for municipal uses. On the other hand, the region contains two
groups of remarkable natural storage reservoirs, one, the Lakeville
ponds, so called, in the watershed of the Nemasket River, covering an
aggregate area of 5,867 acres, and the other the Watuppa ponds, cover-
ing an area of 4,337 acres, situated in the city of Fall River. From
the former group of lakes, the cities of New Bedford and Taunton
tain their water supplies at the present time, while the northerly part
of the latter group supplies the city of Fall River. For the protection
of their water supply, these cities have from time to time acquired
lands about their sources which now amount in the aggregate to a very
large area, but, while some of the sources are well protected in this
way, others remain open to settlement, and it appears to the Depart-
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ment that, imles control of these sources is secured at the present
time, it may be impracticable to protect them thoroughly in the
future at a reasonable cost.

Under these conditions, municipalities might be forced to use pol-
luted or otherwise inferior waters, depending for the improvement of
such waters and for the protection of the public health upon filtration
and such treatment as may be found necessary, or it may be necessary
to supply water in these regions from other sections of the State. It
is also desirable, in the opinion of the Department, to determine under
what limitations, if any, these areas can continue for a time at least to
be used by the public for boating and fishing and such other purposes
as may be desired by the public in general.

In view of these circumstances, the Department recommends an in-
vestigation of the general subject of water supply in this region with a
special consideration of the extent to which the Lakeville and Watuppa
ponds should be further protected and developed for municipal pur-
poses, the probable cost of such protection, and the extent of the
practicable development of these sources.lource

A draft of a resolve embodying these recommendations is appended
hereto.

Resolved, That the state department of health be and hereby is authorized
and directed to investigate, consider and report upon the water supply of the
cities and towns of Bristol county and the towns adjacent thereto in Plymouth
county with particular reference to the present necessity of the further devel-
opment and protection of the water supply in the Lakeville ponds, so called,
and the Watuppa ponds, so called, for the use of such of the cities and towns
hereinbefore referred to as may require a water supply therefrom. In connec-
tion with this investigation the department shall consider the probable re-
quirements for additional water supply of the cities and towns in the district
indicated and the extent to which any of said cities and towns, or any water
districts which may be formed therein, may reasonably be authorized to take
water from these sources, having regard to the rights and requirements of the
municipalities already authorized to tal
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* said ponds, or any of them or any parts of said ponds, may continue without
danger to the public health to be used by the public for boating, fishing or other
uses.

The department shall report, with plans and recommendations, to the general
court on or before January fifteen, nineteen hundred and eighteen, and may
expend a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars for the purpose of this
resolve.




