
HOUSE No. 1881

Executive Department, Boston, April 2, 1917.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative
Three regiments of the National Guhrd of the Common-

wealth have been called by the President of the United
States and are now in the Federal service. How long this
service will continue or how many men of our Guard may be
called to serve with them can not now be known, but we
have the same situation that arose last summer after the
Legislature was prorogued and that was dealt with by it
when it came together agaii
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enlist into the military service of the United States as a part
of the quota of this Commonwealth. I recommend that you
make provision similar to that contained in the statute on
this same subject approved September 14, 1916. It is not the
purpose of the national government to enlist men who have
relatives dependent upon them, but very many men are
already in our National Guard transferred from the old
Guard who have dependent relatives. This fact makes the
suggested legislation necessary in order to prevent very great
hardship in some cases.

I need not urge upon you the justice of the legislation
which I am now recommending. Those who are dependent
upon our soldiers and who have the means of livelihood
taken from them by the patriotism of the one who was their
support should not be permitted to suffer.

In case you should give these recommendations your favor-
able consideration, I am sending two bills which embody my
suggestions and which you may Use if you see fit to do so as
a basis for legislation.

Samuel W. McCall.
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AN ACT
To provide State Pay for Soldiers in the Volunteer Service

of the United States.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be allowed and paid out of the
2 treasury of the commonwealth to each non-commissioned
3 officer and soldier who has been, or who is hereafter,
4 mustered into the military service of the United States as
5 a part of the quota of this commonwealth for service in
6 the United States or in any foreign country a sum not in
7 excess of ten dollars per month, as may be necessary, in
8 order that every such non-commissioned officer and soldier
9 shall receive from the United States and this common-

-10 wealth in the aggregate the sum of twenty-five dollars
11 per month. Said amount shall be payable monthly at the
12 office of the treasurer and receiver-general, and shall date
13 from the muster-in to the United States service of said
14 non-commissioned officer or soldier, and shall continue
15 until January fifteenth, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
16 unless the service is sooner terminated. In case of the
17 death of any enlisted man, his widow, minor children,
18 parents or dependents shall receive the said monthly
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19 compensation for the period to January fifteenth, nine
20 teen hundred and eighteen.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of meeting expenses au-
-2 thorized by this act the treasurer and receiver-general is
3 hereby authorized with the approval of the governor and
1 council to issue bonds or notes to an amount not exceed-

dollars for aing in the aggregate

in which event such bonds
him. Such bonds or notes

6 term not exceeding five year
7 or notes may be so issued b;
8 shall be designated on the
9 Military Service Loan, Act

face thereof, Massachusetts
of 1917; shall be counter-
shall be deemed a pledge of
□mmpnwealth, and the prin-

10 signed by the governor, and
11 the faith and credit of the c
12 cipal and interest thereof shall be paid at the times speci-
-13 fied on said bonds or notes in gold coin of the United
14 States, of its equivalent. Said bonds or notes shall be
15 disposed of in such manner as shall be deemed best by the
16 treasurer and receiver-general. The treasurer and re-
-17 ceiver-general shall, when issuing any of said bonds or
18 notes, provide for the payment of the same in the manner
19 prescribed by chapter three of the Acts of the year nine-
-20 teen hundred and twelve, and the amount necessary to
21 pay the principal of said loan as it matures and the in-
-22 terest as it accrues shall be raised by taxation from year
23 to year.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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AN ACT
To provide Aid for Certain Dependent Relatives of Soldiers

of the Commonwealth in the Federal Service.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and hy the authority of the

r town may raise money by
if necessary expend the same,
by law to furnish state and

1 Section 1. Any city (
2 taxation or otherwise, and

by the officers authorized
4 military aid, for the aid of the wife, widow, children under
5 sixteen years of age, parents, brothers and sisters actually
6 dependent upon any inhabitant of such city or town
7 having a residence and actually residing therein, who has
8 enlisted, or hereafter shall be duly enlisted and who has
9 been or shall be mustered into the military service of the

10 United States as a part of the quota of this common-
-11 wealth which may be called for service in the United
12 States or in any foreign country, up to January fifteenth,
13 nineteen hundred and nineteen, unless the said service is
14 sooner terminated, in the same manner and under the same
15 limitations, except as hereinafter provided, as state aid is
16 paid to dependent relatives of soldiers or sailors of the
17 civil war and the war with Spain.
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2 service and who are honorably discharged therefrom shall
3 be eligible to receive state and military aid under the
4 same rules, conditions and limitations as to amounts as
5 now govern applicants for aid under chapter five hundred
6 and eighty-seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
7 and fourteen.

1 Section 3. Applicants for such aid shall, as a basis for
2 the first payment thereof, state in writing, under oath,
3 the name, age and residence of the person for whom such
4 aid is sought, the relationship of the applicant to the
5 soldier, the company and regiment in which such soldier
6 is enlisted and in which he last served, the date and place
7 of such enlistment, when known, the duration of such
8 service and the reason for the application, and shall
9 furnish such official certificate or record, or other evi-

-10 deuce of enlistment, service and discharge as may be
11 required.

1 Section 4. The commissioner of state aid and pen-
-2 sions shall furnish, from time to time, to each city and
3 town a sufficient number of blank forms for the use of
4 applicants; shall decide all questions in dispute between
5 applicants and the municipal authorities; shall investi-
G gate all payments of such aid; shall have power to
7 determine all incidental questions arising in connection
8 therewith; and shall have the custody of the original
9 papers relating to each application.

1 Section 5. Each application shall be forwarded to the
2 commissioner of state aid and pensions by the municipal
3 officers with whom such application is filed, together with
4 a recommendation of such officers thereon, within three
5 days from the date of the filing thereof.



HOUSE —No. 1881.1917.] 1

1 Section 6. Municipal officers making payments under
2 this act shall make return of the same to the commissioner
3 of state aid and pensions on blank forms furnished by
4 said commissioner, in the manner prescribed by chapter
5 five hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of the year
6 nineteen hundred and fourteen, except that so much of
7 section six of said chapter as relates to the maximum aid
Bto be allowed shall not apply. The said commissioner
9 shall prescribe rules as to the amount and the disburse-

-10 ment of relief to the dependents of soldiers during the
11 period such soldiers are in the actual service of the
12 United States, and reimbursement shall be made to the
13 city or town from the treasury of the commonwealth for
14 amounts actually expended; provided, that in no case
15 shall more than thirty dollars be reimbursed on account
16 of the total aid rendered to all dependent relatives of any
17 one soldier in any one month. All sums expended by
18 cities and towns in excess of the amount so authorized
19 shall be borne by the respective city or town in which the
20 recipient has a legal settlement, in the form of soldiers’
21 relief; but in the case of dependents of an unsettled
22 soldier, the amount expended by cities and towns in
23 excess of the limit prescribed, after determination by the
24 commissioner of state aid and pensions as to how much
25 relief is necessary to afford reasonable support, shall be
26 reimbursed by the commonwealth.

1 Section 7. Cities and towns, to meet liabilities in-
-2 curred under the provisions of this act, are hereby au-
-3 thorized to borrow in excess of the statutory limit for a
4 period not exceeding one year such sums as may be re-
-5 quired, and to issue notes therefor to be payable in not
6 more than one year from the date of issue.
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Section 8. The provisions of this act shall not apply
any inhabitant of this commonwealth who has enlisted,
who may hereafter enlist, in the corps of other states
territories.

1
2 to
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Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage1


