
HOUSE No. 1930

House, No. 1081, as passed to be engrossed.

AN ACT
To change the Time of holding the Annual Meeting of the

Town of Winchester, to enlarge the Powers and Duties of
the Selectmen, to abolish Certain Offices, and to provide
for the Administration of Town Affairs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

TITLE I.

Town Meetings

Section 1. Date of Annual Town Meeting.

Section 2. Time and Method of considering Warrant.
Section 3. General Provisions applicable to Town Me

TITLE 11,

Town C fi c b
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

Article I. Elective Town Off
Sections 4—5. SeL
Sections 6—ll. Finance C
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Article 11. Appointive Town Officers.
Section 14. Town Clerk.
Section 15. Treasurer and Collector.
Section IG. Auditor.

Section 18. Board of Relief.
Section 19. Board of Health.
Section 20. Library Trustees.
Section 21. Planning Board.
Section 22. Constables.
Section 23. Town Manager.

Section 24. Powers and Duties of the Town Manager.

Article 111. General Provisions relative to Town Officers.
Section 25. Plurality of Offices Regulated.
Section 26. General Powers and Duties.
Section 27. Tenure of Office.
Section 28. Resignation of Town Officers.
Section 29. Removal of Appointive Officers.
Section 30. Appointment of Temporary Officers.
Section 31. Salaries and Compensation.
Section 32. Chairmen.
Section 33. Town Officers to Receive no Gifts or Bonus.

TITLE 111.

Effect of Act.
Section 34. Acceptance of Act.
Section 35. Duty of Town Officers to Carry This Act into Effect.
Section 36. Continuation of Existing Officers until Successors Qualified.
Section 37. Existing Rights Preserved.
Section 38. Repeal.
Section 39. Date of Taking Effect.

TITLE I.

Town Meetings.

Date of Annual Town Meeting.
1 Section 1. The annual meeting of the town of Win-

-2 Chester shall be held on the fourth Monday in Jan-
-3 uary, beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
4 eighteen.

Section 17. Assessors.
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Time and Method of Considering Warrant.
1 Section 2. Consideration of all articles in the war-
-2 rant for the annual meeting, except those for the elec-
-3 tion of officers, for voting on the question whether li-
-4 censes for the sale of intoxicating liquors shall be granted
5 by the town, and for submitting to the voters any other
6 matter for wr hich official ballots are required to be used,
7 shall be postponed to forty-five minutes past seven
8 o’clock in the afternoon of the day of the annual meet-
-9 ing.

General Provisions Applicable to Town Meetings.
1 Section 3. Except as is otherwise provided herein, all
2 existing general laws, and all such laws hereafter passed,
3 relative to the appointment of election officers, relative to
4 the calling, holding and conduct of town meetings and
5 town elections, and relative to the nomination of can-
-6 didates to be voted for at town elections, shall apply to
7 the town of Winchester.

Town Officers.
Article I. Elective Town Officers.

Selectmen.

1 Section 4. At the annual town election in the year
2 nineteen hundred and eighteen, the voters of the town
3 shall elect, by ballot, five selectmen, two of whom
4 shall be chosen for the term of three years, two for
5 the term of two years, and one for the term of one
6 year; and, at each annual meeting thereafter, they shall
7 elect, for the term of three years, either one or two se-
-8 lectmen, accordingly as the term of one or two selectmen

TITLE 11.
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9 is about to expire. Should a vacancy occur in the office
10 of selectmen, the remaining selectmen shall within four-
-11 teen days thereafter, call a town meeting to fill it for
12 the residue of the term. If, however, it occurs on or after
13 the first day of November, and if as many as three select-
-14 men remain in office, it shall not be filled until the next
15 annual meeting.

Transfer of Powers and Abolition of Offices.
1 Section 5. Upon the election and qualification of
2 the five selectmen, as provided in section four, all the
3 powers, rights, duties and liabilities conferred or imposed
4 by general laws, or by special laws relating to the town
5 of Winchester, or by the by-laws of said town, upon the
6 water and sewer board, the park commissioners, the ceme-
-7 tery commissioners, the overseers of the poor, the sur-
-8 veyors of highways, and the tree warden shall be trans-
-9 ferred to, and conferred and imposed upon the selectmen.

10 Thereupon, the offices of water and sewer board, park
11 commissioners, cemetery commissioners, overseers of the
12 poor, surveyors of highways and tree warden shall be
13 abolished in the town of Winchester. In acting as ceme-

-14 tery commissioners, however, it shall not be necessary for
15 the selectmen, or a majority thereof, to be owners of lots
16 in Wildwood or any other public cemetery, anything in
17 section one of chapter one hundred and forty-six of the
18 acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine to the
19 contrary notwithstanding.

Finance Commission.
1 Section 6. At the annual town election in the year

2 nineteen hundred and eighteen, the voters shall elect, by

3 ballot, five voters of the town to be members of the fi-

-4 nance commission, one of whom shall be chosen for the
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5 term of three years, two for the term of two years and
6 two for the term of one year; and, at each annual meet-
-7 ing thereafter, they shall elect, for the term of three years,
8 either one or two finance commissioners accordingly as the
9 term of one or two of such commissioners is about to

10 expire. A vacancy in said commission shall be filled in
11 the manner provided in section four hundred and twenty-
-12 nine of chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts
13 of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen for filling
14 vacancies in a board consisting of two or more members.
15 Upon the election and qualification of the finance com-
-16 mission first chosen after the acceptance of this act, the
17 finance committee authorized by section two of article
18 two of the by-laws of the town of Winchester shall be
19 abolished.

Duties of Finance Commission.
1 Section 7. The finance commission shall, annually,
2 on or before the thirty-first day of December, prepare
3 and publish with the warrant for the annual town meet-
-4 ing, an estimate in writing of the probable amount re-
-5 quired for the expenditures of the town government for
6 the next ensuing fiscal year, stating in detail the amounts
7 of maturing bonds or notes, the amount required for
8 interest or other outstanding indebtedness of the town
9 and the amount necessary to be provided for each fund

10 and department. It shall also, at the same time, prepare
11 and publish as aforesaid an estimate in writing of the
12 amount of income from all sources of revenue, and of the
13 probable amount required to be levied and raised by
14 taxation to defray all the expenses and liabilities of the
15 town. It shall consider such articles in the warrant for
16 any town meeting as contemplate, directly or indirectly,
17 the appropriation or expenditure of money, and shall
18 report its recommendations thereon, in print, to the
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19 meeting. It shall have the same powers as the finance or
20 appropriation committee to vote transfers from the re-
-21 serve fund authorized by the provisions of chapter six
22 hundred and forty-five of the acts of the year nineteen
23 hundred and thirteen. It shall make an annual report,
24 which shall be published as a part of the annual town
25 report, setting forth the matters considered by it during
26 the fiscal year preceding that in which the report is
27 published, and making such recommendations as appear
28 to be necessary or appropriate respecting the finances of
29 the town and the measures to be taken with reference
30 thereto. Three members of said commission shall consti-
-31 tute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Estiviates and Information to he Given to Commission.
1 Section 8. All officers, boards and committees of the
2 town shall, annually, on or before the thirtieth day of
3 November, submit to the finance commission in writing
4 a detailed estimate of appropriations required for the ad-
-5 ministration of their respective boards, committees or
6 departments during the next ensuing fiscal year, and
7 shall, at any time, upon its request in writing, furnish to
8 it all information in their possession relative to the ad-
-9 ministration of their respective boards, committees or de-

-10 partments.

Pou'ers to Compel Attendance and Testimony of Witnesses.

1 Section 9. The finance commission shall have power
2 to require the attendance and testimony of witnesses
3 before it, and the production of all books and documents

4 which may be necessary or material to the performance
5 of its duties or relevant to any matter within the scope
6 of such investigations as it is authorized or required to
7 make. Such witnesses may be summoned in the same
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8 manner, and be paid the same fees, as witnesses
9 before police, district and municipal courts. The

10 chairman or any other member of the commission may
11 administer oaths or take the affirmations of witnesses
12 who appear before it. The commission may prescribe
13 reasonable rules for the despatch of its business, for the
14 conduct of hearings and the giving of testimony before it.
15 If any person so summoned and paid shall refuse to
16 attend, or to be sworn, or to affirm, or to answer
17 any question, or to produce any book or document
18 which is material to a matter under consideration
19 by the finance commission, a justice of the supreme
20 judicial court or of the superior court may, in his dis-
-21 cretion, upon application by said commission, compel
22 such person to give testimony before it, in the same
23 manner and to the same extent as before said courts.
24 Failure to comply with an order of the court made
25 under the provisions of this section may be punished by
26 the court as a contempt thereof.

1 Section 10. The finance commission may employ
2 such experts, counsel and other assistants and incur such
3 other expenses as it may deem necessary, to an amount
4 not exceeding three hundred dollars in any one year un-
-5 less a larger amount shall be appropriated for that pur-
-6 pose by the town.

Employment of Assistance.

Investigation of Excessive or Invalid Claims
1 Section 11. If any pay-roll, bill or other claim against
2 the town is presented to the selectmen or school com-
-3 mittee, which they deem to be of doubtful validity,
4 excessive in amount, or detrimental to the interests of
5 the town, they shall refer it to the finance commission
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6 which shall forthwith investigate the matter and report
7 thereon to the board or committee by whom it was re-
-8 ferred; and pending their report, payment of said claim
9 shall be withheld.

1 Section 12. At the annual town election in the year
2 nineteen hundred and eighteen, the voters shall elect, by
3 ballot, five members of the school committee, two of
4 whom shall be chosen for the term of three years, one for
5 the term of two years, and two for the term of one year;
6 and annually, thereafter, they shall elect, for the term of
7 three years, either one or two members accordingly as the
8 term of one or two members is about to expire. A
9 vacancy in the school committee shall be filled in the

10 manner provided in section four hundred and twenty-nine
11 of chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
12 year nineteen hundred and thirteen for filling vacancies
13 in a board consisting of two or more members.

1 Section 13. Upon the election and qualification of
2 the five members of the school committee, all the powers,
3 rights, duties and liabilities, except as hereinafter pro-
-4 vided, which now are, or may hereafter be, conferred or
5 imposed by law upon school committees shall pertain to
6 the school committee so elected under the provisions of
7 the preceding section.

1 Section 14. The selectmen shall annually in Febru-
-2 ary, beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
3 eighteen, appoint a town clerk for the term of one year

Article 11. Appointive Town Officers.

School Committee.

Poivers and Duties of School Committee.

Town Clerk.
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4 from the following first day of March; and shall, within
5 thirty days after a vacancy occurs in the office, fill the
6 same by appointment for the residue of the term. The
7 town clerk shall, in addition to his duties prescribed by
8 general laws, act as clerk, and keep the records of the
9 board of selectmen, the assessors and the board of relief

10 and perform such other duties as the selectmen may
11 require of him. He may, in accordance with the pro-
-12 visions of section sixty-two of chapter twenty-five of the
13 Revised Laws, appoint an assistant clerk. He may under
14 the direction of the selectmen employ such clerical assist-
-15 ance as may be necessary for the proper performance of
16 his duties, but he shall incur no expense therefor on behalf
17 of the town in excess of the amount appropriated therefor.

1 Section 15. The selectmen shall annually in Febru-
-2 ary, beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
3 eighteen, appoint a treasurer and collector of taxes for
4 the term of one year from the following first day of
5 March; and shall, within thirty days after a vacancy oc-
-6 curs in said office, fill the same by appointment for the
7 residue of the term.

Auditor.

1 Section 16. The finance commission shall annually in
2 February, beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
3 eighteen, appoint an auditor for the term of one year
4 from the following first day of March; and shall, within
5 thirty days after a vacancy occurs in said office, fill the
6 same by appointment for the residue of the term.

Treasurer and Collector.

1ssessors.

1 Section 17. The selectmen shall, in February of the
2 year nineteen hundred and eighteen, appoint three as-
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3 sessors, one of whom shall be appointed for the term of
4 one year, one for the term of two years, and one for the
5 term of three years from the first day of March of that
6 year; and annually thereafter, the selectmen shall, in
7 February, appoint an assessor for the term of three years
8 from the following first day of March; and may at any
9 time appoint one or more assistant assessors for a term

10 not exceeding one year. A vacancy in the board of
11 assessors shall forthwith be filled by appointment for the
12 residue of the term. Each assessor and assistant assessor
13 shall, within seven days after his appointment, and before
14 he enters upon the performance of his official duties, take
15 the oath required by section sixty-eight of chapter twenty-

-16 five of the Revised Laws, except that he shall substitute
17 the word-—appointed for the word “chosen”; and, if
18 he neglects to take the oath within the required time,
19 the selectmen shall declare the appointment void and pro-

-20 ceed forthwith to make a new appointment. The oath
21 may be administered by the chairman or any other
22 member of the board of selectmen, and a record thereof
23 shall be made in the records of the selectmen.

Board of Relief.
1 Section 18. The selectmen shall, in February of the
2 year nineteen hundred and eighteen, appoint a board of
3 relief consisting of three persons, one of whom shall be
4 appointed for the term of one year, one for the term of
5 two years and one for the term of three years from the
6 first day of March in that year; and annually thereafter,
7 in February, the selectmen shall appoint a member of the
8 board of relief for the term of three years from the
9 following first day of March. A vacancy in the board

10 shall be filled by appointment for the residue of the term.
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11 Women shall be eligible to appointment to the board.
12 Said board shall perform the duties and exercise the
13 powers of overseers of the poor, and may employ one or
14 more persons qualified by training or experience to act as
15 agents or assistants.

1 Section 19. The selectmen shall, in February of the
2 year nineteen hundred and eighteen, appoint a board of
3 health consisting of three persons, one of whom shall be a
4 registered physician, and one of whom shall be appointed
5 for the term of one year, one for the term of two years
6 and one for the term of three years from the first day of
7 March in that year; and annually, thereafter, in Febru-
-8 ary, the selectmen shall appoint a member of the board of
9 health for the term of three years from the following first

10 day of March. A vacancy in the board shall be filled by
11 appointment for the residue of the term.

1 Section 20. The selectmen shall, in February of the
2 year nineteen hundred and eighteen, appoint three library
3 trustees, one of whom shall be appointed for the term of
4 one year, one for the term of two years, and one for the
5 term of three years from the first day of March in that
6 year; and annually thereafter, in February, the selectmen
7 shall appoint a library trustee for the term of three years
8 from the following first dav of March. A vacancy in the
9 board of library trustees shall be filled by appointment

10 for the residue of the term.

Board of Health.

Library Trustees.
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1 Section 21. The selectmen shall in February of the
2 year nineteen hundred and eighteen appoint a planning
3 board consisting of five persons, two of whom shall be
4 appointed for the term of three years, two for the term
5 of two years, and one for the term of one year; and, an-
-6 nually thereafter, the selectmen shall, in February, ap-
-7 point for the term of three years one or two members of
8 said board, accordingly as the term of one or two members
9 thereof is about to expire. A vacancy in the board shall

10 be filled by appointment for the residue of the term.

1 . Section 22. The selectmen shall annually, in Febru-
-2 ary, beginning with the year nineteen hundred and
3 eighteen, appoint two constables, each for the term of
4 one year from the following first day of March; and may,
5 at any time, appoint so many additional constables as, in
6 their opinion, may be necessary, who shall hold office
7 during the pleasure of the selectmen.

1 Section 23. The selectmen shall, as soon as may be
2 in the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, and from
3 time to time thereafter as the office becomes vacant, ap-
-4 point an agent who shall be known as town manager.
5 He shall be chosen without regard to his political opinions
6 and with particular reference to his professional or scien-
-7 tific education and training as well as to his adminis-
-8 trative capacity and experience; and, at the time of his
9 appointment he need not be a resident either of the town

10 of Winchester or of the Commonwealth. He shall hold
11 the office at the pleasure of the selectmen, and, during

Planning Board.

Constables.

Town Manager.
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12 such time, he shall hold no other elective or appointive
13 office, nor shall he be engaged in any other business or
14 occupation. He shall be, subject to the supervision,
15 direction and control of the selectmen, the executive
16 head of all departments of the town government the
17 control of which is by the general laws or by the pro-
-18 visions of this or any other special act relating to the
19 town of Winchester vested in the board of selectmen, and
20 he shall be responsible for their efficient administration.
21 The selectmen may, from time to time, delegate such
22 executive duties to, or withdraw them from, the town
23 manager as they deem expedient. Before entering upon
24 the performance of his official duties he shall be sworn to
25 the faithful performance thereof by the chairman of the
26 selectmen or by the town clerk, and a record thereof
27 shall be made in the records of the selectmen or of the
28 town clerk, as the case may be. He shall give bond to the
29 town in such sum, upon such conditions and with such
30 surety or sureties as the selectmen may require and ap-
-31 prove. The expense of procuring a surety company as
32 surety on his bond shall be defrayed by the town.
33 Pending the appointment of a town manager or the
34 filling of a vacancy, the selectmen may employ a tem-
-35 porary town manager who shall have all the powers
36 of a permanent town manager during a vacancy in the
37 office and who shall be removable at the pleasure
38 of the selectmen.

1 Section 24. The duties of the town manager shall be:
2 (a) To organize, continue, or discontinue, such divi-
-3 sions or departments as the selectmen may from time to
4 time determine; or, in default of such determination, as
5 he himself may determine to be required for the efficient

Powers and Duties of the Town Manager.
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6 administration of town affairs; and to exercise control
7 over the same.

8 (b) To keep full and complete records of his official
9 acts, and to publish a succinct and comprehensive report

10 thereof in the annual town report.
11 (c) To keep the selectmen fully informed as to the
12 needs of the town so far as they relate to such of its af-
-13 fairs as are under his supervision or control, and to make
14 a full report to them on any matters relating to such
15 affairs whenever they so require.
16 (d) To submit to the selectmen, annually, on or before
17 the thirtieth day of November, a detailed estimate in
18 writing of the appropriations required during the next
19 ensuing fiscal year for the administration of all divisions
20 or departments under his supervision or control.
21 (e) To attend regular meetings of the selectmen when-
-22 ever his attendance would be, in his opinion, expedient, and
23 to attend regular and special meetings of the selectmen,
24 whenever his attendance is required by them, and to
25 recommend to them the adoption of such measures as he
26 may deem necessary.
27 (f) Except as is otherwise provided by this act, to make
28 all appointments and fix all salaries and wages in the
29 divisions or departments under his supervision or control
30 which the selectmen may or are required to make or fix
31 under the provisions of law or of the by-laws of the town,
32 but he shall make such appointments upon merit and

fitness alone and irrespective of political opinion.
34 (g) To remove for sufficient cause any persons whom
35 he is authorized to appoint or employ, except such as may
36 be under the civil service rules of the commonwealth, but
37 not to remove superintendents or chiefs of divisions or de-
-38 partments, except after seven days’ notice in writing to
39 them, and to the selectmen, of the reason for the removal.



HOUSE — No. 1930.1917.] 15

40 (h) To suspend forthwith from the performance of his
41 official duties, if the public service so requires, a chief of
42 division or department who has been notified of his re-
-43 moval.
44 (i) To keep in repair all buildings belonging to the
45 town.
46 (j) To purchase all the supplies for every department
47 of the town, except books for the public library, school
48 books and school supplies.
49 (k) To examine or cause to be examined, with or with-
-50 out notice, as he may deem best, the affairs of any
51 division or department under his control, or the conduct
52 of any officer or employee thereof.
53 (1) To perform such other duties consistent with his
54 office as may be required of him by the selectmen.

Article 111. General Provisions relative to Town
Officers.

1 Section 25. A member of the board of selectmen, of
2 the school committee or of the finance commission shall,
3 during the term for which he has been elected, be in-
-4 eligible, either by election or appointment to any other
5 town office except under a temporary appointment as
6 provided by section thirty. The acceptance of the
7 office of selectman, school committee or finance commis-
-8 sioner by a person holding any appointive town office,
9 shall, of itself, operate as a resignation of the appointive

10 office then held by him. Any person, except the town
11 manager, who may be appointed by the selectmen to any
12 town office under the provisions of the general laws or of
13 this act, shall be eligible during the term of said office to
14 appointment to any other town office.

Plurality of Offices Regulated.
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General Powers and Duties.
1 Section 26. All the officers, boards, committees or
2 commissions of the town of Winchester whose election or
3 appointment is authorized or required by this act shall
4 have and enjoy all such powers, rights and privileges, and
5 be subject to all such duties, liabilities and penalties, as
6 now are or may hereafter be conferred or imposed by
7 general laws upon similar officers, boards, committees or
8 commissions, so far as they are not inconsistent with the
9 provisions of this act.

1 Section 27. Selectmen, members of the school com-
-2 mittee and members of the finance commission, whether
3 chosen for a full term or to fill a vacancy, shall serve
4 until their successors are chosen and qualified; and all
5 other officers, members of boards or committees, whether
6 appointed for a full term or to fill a vacancy, shall serve
7 until their successors are appointed and qualified.
8 Any selectman may be removed at any time by the
9 voters qualified to vote in town affairs. The procedure to

10 effect his removal shall be as follows: A petition signed
11 by legal voters, equal in number to at least twenty-five
12 per cent of the total vote cast at the last preceding
13 annual town election, demanding an election of a suc-
-14 cessor to the person sought to be removed, shall be filed
15 with the town clerk, which petition shall contain a general
16 statement of the grounds on which the removal is sought.
17 Each signer shall add to his signature his place of resi-
-18 dence, giving the street, and number, if any. One of the
19 signers of the petition shall make oath before the town
20 clerk that the signatures thereon are true as he believes,

Tenure of Office.
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21 and that each signature appended is the genuine signature
22 of the person whose name it purports to be. Within ten
23 days after the filing of the petition, the registrars of voters
24 shall examine and ascertain whether or not the petition
25 is signed by the requisite number of qualified voters, and
26 shall attach to the petition their certificate showing the
27 result of their examination. If the petition shall be
28 deemed to be sufficient, the registrars of voters shall sub-
-29 mit the same to the selectmen without delay, whereupon
30 the selectmen shall fix a date for holding the election, not
31 less than thirty nor more than forty days after the date of
32 the registrars’ certificate to the selectmen that a sufficient
33 petition is filed. The selectmen shall cause proper notice
34 of the election to be published, and shall make all neces-
-35 sary arrangements for holding the election. The election
36 shall be conducted in all respects as are other town
37 elections. The successor of any selectman so removed
38 shall hold office during the unexpired term of his prede-
-39 cessor. Any person sought to be removed may be a
40 candidate to succeed himself, and, unless he request
41 otherwise in writing, his name shall be placed on the
42 official ballot without nomination. In any such removal
43 election the candidate receiving the highest number of
44 votes shall be declared elected. If at such election some
45 other person than the incumbent receives the highest
46 number of votes, the incumbent shall be deemed removed
47 from office upon the qualification of his successor. If the
48 incumbent receives the highest number of votes, he shall
49 continue in office. No recall petition shall be filed against
50 any selectman within three months after his election, nor,
51 in the case of a selectman re-elected in a removal election,
52 within three months after his re-election.
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1 Section 28. Any town officer may resign his office by
2 filing a resignation thereof in the office of the town clerk,
3 and the resignation shall be effective forthwith unless a
4 different time is specified therein. The selectmen may
5 however, under the provisions of the following section,
6 remove an appointive town officer whose resignation is
7 made to take effect in the future, if they see fit so to do.

Removal of Appointive Officers.
1 Section 29. The selectmen or the finance commission
2 may, for sufficient cause, remove from office any town
3 officer whose appointment by them is specifically au-
-4 thorized by this act. The reasons for such removal shall
5 be set forth in detail in the records of the selectmen, or of
6 the finance commission, as the case may be, and shall
7 forthwith be communicated in writing to the officer so re-
-8 moved, but the removal shall not take effect until seven
9 days after the vote therefor, although the officer may

10 forthwith be suspended from the performance of his official
11 duties. If within the said seven days, he so requests, the
12 selectmen or finance commission, as the case may be,
13 shall give him a hearing, in which case the removal shall
14 not take effect until after a decision in writing adverse to
15 him is filed with the town clerk. If the decision is
16 favorable to him, and he has been suspended, he shall
17 forthwith be reinstated in his office. A decision by a
18 majority of the selectmen or of the finance commission, as
19 the case may be, shall be final.

Resignation of Town Officers.



HOUSE —No. 1930.1917.] 19

ippointment of Temporary Officers.
1 Section 30. If, by reason of removal from office, or
2 otherwise, a vacancy occurs in a town office, which the
3 selectmen or finance commission are authorized by the
4 provisions of this act to fill by appointment, the select-
-5 men or finance commission, as the case may be, may,
6 pending the permanent filling of such vacancy, make a
7 temporary appointment to the office for a period of not
8 more than thirty days; and may, for sufficient cause,
9 renew such temporary appointment for a further period

10 of not more than thirty days. An officer so appointed
11 temporarily shall be subject to all requirements of law
12 which apply to the permanent incumbent of the office.

1 Section 31. The town clerk, treasurer and collector,
2 assessors and town manager shall receive such compensa-
-3 tion for their services as the selectmen shall determine,
4 not exceeding the amounts appropriated therefor by
5 the town. The compensation of the auditor shall be de-
-6 termined by the town. Members of boards, committees
7 or commissions shall receive no salary or compensation,
8 unless the town determines otherwise.

1 Section 32. The board of selectmen, the school com-
2 mittee and the finance commission shall, in February of
3 each year, and the assessors, board of relief, board of
4 health, library trustees and planning board shall, in
5 March of each year, choose a chairman from their own
6 number.

Salaries and Compensation.

Chairmen.
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Town Officers to Receive no Gifts or Bonus.
1 Section 33. No officer of the town of Winchester
2 whose election or appointment is authorized by the pro-
-3 visions of this act shall, directly or indirectly, make a
4 contract with the town, or receive any commission, dis-
-5 count, bonus, gift, contribution or reward from, or share
6 in the profits of, any contract with the town made by any
7 other person or by a corporation, unless he shall, im-
-8 mediately upon learning that such contract has been
9 made or is proposed to be made, give notice in writing to

10 the finance commission thereof and of the nature of his
11 interest therein, and shall thereafter abstain from perform-
-12 ing any official act on behalf of the town relative thereto.
13 If it becomes the duty of any such officer of the town to
14 make a contract on behalf of the town in which he would
15 have a pecuniary interest, it may, if he is a member of a
16 board or committee, be made by the remaining members
17 of such board or committee, if they are disinterested and
18 impartial, and if he is a sole officer, it shall be made by
19 such other town officer as the selectmen may designate.
20 Any contract made in violation of the provisions of

21 this section shall be voidable at the election of. the
22 selectmen and finance commission acting jointly, and
23 whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be
24 punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars,
25 or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by
26 both such fine and imprisonment.
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Effect of Act

Acceptance of Act
1 Section 34. This act shall be submitted to the regis-

-2 tered voters of the town of W inchester for their accept-
-3 ance or rejection at the state election in November in the
4 year nineteen hundred and seventeen. The vote shall be
5 taken in answer to the following question which shall be
6 printed on the official ballot: Shall an act passed by the
i general court in the year nineteen hundred and seventeen
8 entitled An act to change the time of holding the annual
9 meeting of the town of Winchester, to enlarge the powers

10 and duties of the selectmen, to abolish certain offices and
11 to provide for the administration of town affairs” be
12 accepted? If it shall be accepted by a majority of the
13 registered voters voting thereon by ballot, it shall there-
-14 upon take effect; otherwise it shall be void.

Duty of Town Officers to Carry this Act into Effect.
1 Section 35. The town clerk shall, not less than two
2 weeks before the election required by the preceding sec-
-3 tion, transmit to every registered voter in the town a
4 copy of this act; and, if this act is accepted as above
5 provided, the town clerk, tne selectmen, and every other
6 town officer upon whom, by virtue of his office, a duty
7 devolves or is imposed by the provisions of this act
S shall comply with all its requirements relative to elec-
-9 tions to the end that all things may be done which are

10 necessary for the nomination and election of the officers
11 first to be elected hereunder.

TITLE 111
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Continuation of Existing Officers until Successors Qualified.
1 Section 36. Upon the election and qualification of
2 the selectmen and school committee chosen in the year
3 nineteen hundred and eighteen, the offices of the then
4 selectmen and school committee shall forthwith cease and
5 determine. All other officers of the town at that time
6 shall hold office and continue to serve until the following
7 first day of March and until their successors provided for
8 by this act shall have been appointed and qualified.

Existing Rights Preserved.
1 Section 37. The provisions of this act shall not affect
2 any act heretofore done, ratified or confirmed by the
3 town of Winchester or any of its officers, nor any right
4 accrued or established, nor any action, suit or proceeding
5 commenced or had in a civil case, nor shall it affect the
6 acceptance by the voters of said town of any acts of the
7 legislature except such acts as are partly or wholly re-
-8 pealed hereby, nor shall it impair the validity of any of the
9 notes, bonds or other outstanding obligations of the town

10 of Winchester at the time when it takes effect.

Repeal.
1 Section 38. So much of section four of chapter two
2 hundred and sixty-five of the acts of the year eighteen
3 hundred and seventy-two as requires the choice of com-
-4 missioners, chapter three hundred and fifty-seven of the
5 acts of the year nineteen hundred and six, and all other
6 acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are, so

7 far as they relate to the town of Winchester, hereby re-

-8 pealed; and section one of article one, section two of
9 article two and sections one, two and three of article six
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10 of the by-laws of the town of Winchester are hereby
11 annulled. All other by-laws of the town or regulations
12 made by any of its officers or boards, so far as they are
13 consistent with this act, shall continue in full force and
14 effect until it is otherwise provided by law, by a by-law,
15 by vote of the town, or by such officers or boards.

1 Section 40. At any time after the expiration of three
2 years from the date on which this act is accepted, and not
3 less than ninety days before the date of the annual town
4 meeting next following, a petition, signed by not less than
5 fifteen per cent of the qualified voters of the town, may
6 be filed with the town clerk requesting that the question
7 of revoking this act should be submitted to the voters. If
8 such a petition is filed the clerk shall notify the selectmen,
9 and it shall be the duty of the selectmen to call a special

10 town meeting at a date not later than forty-five days
11 after the filing of the petition; except that it shall not be
12 between June first and Labor Day; and at such meeting
13 the question aforesaid shall be submitted to the voters
14 upon a ballot prepared by the selectmen. If a majority
15 of the voters voting thereon vote in the affirmative, this
16 act shall be revoked. So far as respects the nomination of
17 town officers to be elected at the next annual town meet-
-18 ing, the revocation shall take effect immediately; for all
19 other purposes, the revocation shall not take effect until
20 the date of the said meeting; and the revocation shall not
21 affect any contract then existing, or any suit at law or in

1 Section 39. So much of this act as requires the sub-
-2 mission of the question of its acceptance to the voters of
3 said town shall take effect upon its passage.

Date of Taking Effect.
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22 equity or other proceeding then pending. If this act is
23 revoked, as aforesaid, it shall become null and void and
24 thereafter all general laws respecting town government
25 and town offices shall apply to the said town; and any
26 special law applicable to the said town which is repealed
27 by this act shall be revived by the revocation of this act.
28 Any by-law in force when the revocation takes effect
29 shall not be affected by the revocation, and the revoca-
-30 tion shall not revive any by-law annulled while this act
31 is in force.


