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House of Representatives, March 26, 1917.

The committee on Public Institutions, to whom were re-
ferred the recommendations of the Commission on Mental
Diseases (House, No. 386), report in part the accompanying
bill (House, No. 390).

For the committee

WILLIAM P. FRENCH.

House of Representatives, April 10, 1917.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the Bill relative to the commitment and discharge of feeble-
minded persons (House, No. 390), report that the same ought
to pass in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the committe

JACOB BITZER

Clie Coramcmtocaltb of aiassacjmsetts.



FEEBLE-MINDED PERSONS. [Apr.

AN ACT
Relative to the Commitment and Discharge of Feeble-

Minded Persons.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixty-three of chapter five hundred
2 and four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 nine, as amended by section one of chapter one hundred
4 and twenty-two of the general acts of the year nineteen
5 hundred and sixteen, is hereby further amended by add-
-6 ing at the end thereof the following: The order of
7 commitment shall also direct the sheriff, his deputies, the
8 constables, police officers or other person to apprehend
9 and convey the feeble-minded person to the institution to

10 which he has been committed.

1 Section 2. Section sixty-four of chapter five hundred
2 and four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 nine, as amended by section two of chapter one hundred
4 and twenty-two of the geperal acts of the year nineteen
5 hundred and sixteen, is hereby further amended by strik-
-6 ing out said section and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-7 lowing: Section 64. The trustees of said institutions
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8 may at their discretion receive any feeble-minded person
9 from this commonwealth, upon application being made

10 therefor by the parent or guardian of such person, which
11 application shall be accompanied by the certificate of a
12 physician, qualified as provided in section thirty-two,
13 that such person is deficient in mental ability, and that in
14 the opinion of the physician he is a fit subject for said
15 school. A physician who makes the said certificate shall
16 have examined the alleged feeble-minded person within
17 five days .of his signing and making oath to the certifi-
-18 cate. The trustees of said institution may also, at their
19 discretion, receive any person from this commonwealth
20 upon the written request of his natural or legal guardian,
21 and detain him for observation for a period not exceeding
22 thirtv days, to determine if he is feeble-minded.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




