
HOUSE No. 1947

House of Representatives, April 5, 1917.

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred
the message from His Excellency the Governor relative to
the compensation of members of the national guard in the
federal service and to the support of their dependent rela-
tives (House, No. 1881); and the petition (recommitted)
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1550) of the mayor of the
city of Boston relative to the pay, subsistence and allow-
ance of members of the national guard, report (in part)
the accompanying bill.

For the committee.

WILLIAM F. FRENCH.

House of Representatives, April 10, 1917.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the Bill to provide state pay for soldiers from this Common-
wealth in the volunteer service of the United States (House,
No. 1907), report that the same ought to pass in a new
draft herewith submitted.

For the committee,

FREDERICK F. PIERCE

Cfre Commontocaltj) oJ epass;ac(Hisetto.
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AN ACT
To provide State Pay for Soldiers from this Commonwealth

in the Volunteer Service of the United States.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be allowed and paid out of the
2 treasury of the commonwealth to each non-commissioned
I officer, soldier and sailor, who has been, or is hereafter,

4 mustered into the military or naval service of the United
5 States as a part of the quota of this commonwealth for
6 service in the United States or in any foreign country,
7 the sum of ten dollars per month. The said amount shall
8 be payable at the office of the treasurer and receiver
9 general immediately upon the termination of the service,

10 and shall date from the muster-in to the United States
11 service of such non-commissioned officer, soldier or sailor,
12 and shall continue until January fifteenth, nineteen hun-
-13 dred and eighteen, unless the service is sooner terminated.
14 In case of the death of any enlisted man, his widow,
15 minor children, parents or dependents shall receive the
16 said monthly compensation for the period up to January

17 fifteenth, nineteen hundred and eighteen; but no part of

Cl)e Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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18 this section shall be construed as depriving the soldier or
19 sailor of the right to allot all or any of his said pay to
20 the treasurer of the commonwealth for the use of such
21 minor children, parents or dependents as he shall desig-
-22 nate.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of meeting the expendi-
-2 tures authorized by this act the treasurer and receiver
3 general is hereby authorized, with the approval of the
4 governor and council, to issue bonds or notes from time
5 to time, as they are needed, to an amount not exceeding
6 one million five hundred thousand dollars, for a term not
7 exceeding five years. Such bonds or notes shall be desig-
-8 nated on the face thereof, “Massachusetts Military
9 Service Loan, Act of 1917”, shall be countersigned by the

10 governor, and shall be deemed a pledge of the faith and
11 credit of the commonwealth; and the principal and
12 interest thereof shall be paid at the times specified on
13 said bonds or notes in gold coin of the United States, or
14 its equivalent. Said bonds or notes shall be disposed of in
15 such manner as shall be deemed best by the treasurer and
16 receiver general. The treasurer and receiver general
17 shall, when issuing any of said bonds or notes, provide
18 for the payment of the same in the manner prescribed by
19 chapter three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
20 twelve, and the amount necessary to pay the principal of
21 said loan as it matures, and the interest as it accrues,

22 shall be raised by taxation from year to year

1 Section 3. In case of dishonorable discharge, or
2 termination of service by reason of desertion or mis-
3 demeanor of any enlisted man, the period of payment
4 under this act shall be from the date of muster-in until
5 the date of the dishonorable termination of service.
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Section 4. The adjutant general shall certify to the
treasurer and receiver general the date of muster-in and
the date of termination of service of all enlisted men en-
titled to payments, and any other information necessary
to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage


