
HOUSE No. 2074

Executive Department Boston, May 9th, 1917.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
I return herewith without my approval an act “To au-

thorize the Granting of Permits for Special Exhibitions of
Motion Pictures in Certain Classes of Buildings”. (See
House, 1867.)

The present building law of the city of Boston requires
certain construction for buildings in which moving picture
exhibitions are allowed. The purpose of the proposed bill is
to permit the Mayor to grant licenses for moving picture
exhibitions in buildings other than those of the character
of construction provided by the building laws. The require-
ments of the existing law are in the interest of the public
safety, preventing as they do the giving of moving picture
exhibitions in buildings other than those of first-class con-
struction. If such requirements are wise they should remain
in the law and they should not be subject to be set aside in
the discretion of an executive officer. One who holds office
to-day might give a conservative administration of law, but
his successor might use unwisely a discretionary power that
is given him. The dangers incident to a performance are as
great no matter whether the performance be for one night
only, or is repeated for a series of nights. If it is safe for one
performance there is no reason why it should not be safe for
a succession of performances. Under the proposed act exhi-
bitions might be given in hotels where the lives of many
people who were not witnesses to them might be put in
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jeopardy in case of fire. It seems to me that if the general
provision in the Boston building law with regard to the char-
acter of buildings in which there may be moving picture
exhibitions is sound, there if
be set aside in the discretion

no good reason why it should
)f the officers of the citv.

If a requirement of law intended to be in the interest of
the public safety is a salutary requirement obviously it
should not be suspended.

SAMUEL W. McCALL






