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Mr. Abbott of Haverhill gives notice that he will move to substitute
this bill for the report of the joint committee on the Judiciary, reference
to the next General Court.

AN ACT
Relative to the Distribution of the Estates of Persons dying

intestate.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Clause “Third” of section three of chap-
-2 ter one hundred and forty of the Revised Laws, as
3 amended by chapter two hundred and fifty-six of the
4 acts of the year nineteen hundred and five, is hereby
5 amended by striking out, the first paragraph of said
6 clause and inserting in place thereof the following:
7 “Third, If the deceased leaves no issue, the surviving
8 husband or wife shall take the remaining real and per-
9 sonal property if the combined value thereof does not

10 exceed the sum of five thousand dollars, and the probate
11 court upon petition of any party in interest, and after
12 notice, upon such evidence as it may deem necessary,
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13 shall determine the value thereof. If the remaining real
14 and personal property exceeds the sum of five thousand
15 dollars, the surviving husband or wife shall take five
16 thousand dollars and one half of the personal property
17 then remaining and oije half of the remaining real prop-
-18 erty. If the personal property is insufficient to pay said
19 five thousand dollars, the deficiency shall, upon the peti-
-20 tion of any party in interest, be paid from the sale or
21 mortgage, in the manner provided for the payment of
22 debts or legacies, of any interest of the deceased in real
23 property which he could have conveyed at the time of
24 his death; and such surviving husband or wife shall be
25 permitted, subject to the approval of the court, to pur-
-26 chase at any such sale, notwithstanding the fact that
27 she or he is the administrator of the estate of such de-
-28 ceased person. A further sale or mortgage of any real
29 estate of the deceased may later be made to provide for
30 any deficiency still remaining”.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of September in the year nineteen hundred and seventeen.
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