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Executive Department Boston, May 22, 1917,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
I transmit herewith a communication relative to the pub-

lication of the Massachusetts Archives and Journals of the
House of Representatives. There does not appear to be in
the Commonwealth a complete set of the journals of the
House of Representatives from 1714 to 1779.

The Massachusetts Historical Society offers to bear the
expense of collecting the material for this work and of copy-
ing, collating, proof-reading and indexing so that the amount
asked from the Commonwealth is only the expense of print-
ing.

The proposition is made by a thoroughly responsible so-
ciety and I therefore recommend that it be accepted and
that the Commonwealth undertake the cost of printing the
volumes which it seems to me will be much the smaller part
of the total cost.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.

Cfie Commontocaltf) of s^assacijuoettg.
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Massachusetts Historical Society FENWAY;
Boston, May 22, 1917,

Hon. Samuel W. McCall, State House, Bostor,

My Dear Governor: Replying to the suggestion which
you sent through your secretary, that the proposed publica-
tion of the Massachusetts Archives and Journals of the
House impressed you favorably, provided “it would not lead
to any such maze or entail any such expenditure as has
been required to collect the Province Laws,” I admit that
the “Province Laws” stands as a shocking example of what
can be done with a legitimate enterprise, and it was to guard
against any such result that my proposition was made. In
order to make a definite proposition I would suggest that the
Journals of the House of Representatives, from 1714 to 1779,
be first taken. There is not a complete set anywhere in
Massachusetts, nor anything like a complete file in the public
offices or public libraries of the Commonwealth. It is ma-
terial of very high value to the historian and genealogist.
This Society has collected a great part of them, and we are
adding to our stores all the time, so that within four or five
years we shall have a complete file of the Journals here. As
it is, we have down through 1735. It will therefore be
possible to reprint this important Journal complete.

There are 16,350 pages. The bare cost of printing an edi-
tion of 400 copies will be about |3 a page, say $50,000, at
current prices; that I propose to extend over a period of
about thirty years, the State merely making an appropria-
tion for the actual printing, which will be about $l,OOO a
year. This would give a volume of about 400 pages. lam
assured that this is possible, because of the certain reduction
in the cost of printing when normal conditions are restored.
My plan involves no expense for obtaining material, no ex-
pense for copying, collating, proof-reading, and indexing
just the bare expense of printing; all the rest of the work and
expense to be borne by the Massachusetts Historical Society.
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I cannot imagine a
objection. It will

cleaner proposition, or one less open to
remove from the Commonwealth the
applies of being the only one of the

ates that is not publishing its legislative
stigma which now
original Thirteen St
records.

Trusting that thi
and support, I am

will me t with your favorable mention

Sincerely yours.

WORTHINGTON C. FORD.
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