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House, No. 2008, as amended and passed to be engrossed.

AN ACT
To establish the Massachusetts Bureau of Immigration.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts Bureau of Immigra-
-2 tion is hereby established to consist of five persons, to be
3 appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of
4 the council, for the terms of one, two, three, four and
5 five years respectively from the first day of June, nine-
-6 teen hundred and seventeen as the governor may specify.
7 One member shall be a woman, and at least two mem-
-8 bers shall by nativity or descent be of the races most
9 largely represented in the immigration to Massachusetts

10 during the ten years preceding their appointment.
11 Thereafter, the governor shall annually appoint, in like
12 manner, one member for the term of five years. He shall
13 fill any vacancy for the unexpired term, and may remove
14 any member for cause with the approval of the council.
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15 The governor shall designate one member to serve as
16 chairman, who may be known as the director of immigra-
-17 tion. All of the members shall serve without compensa-
-18 tion, but they shall be reimbursed for expenses neces-
-19 sarily incurred in the performance of their duties, and
20 they shall be furnished with suitable quarters in the state
21 house. The bureau may appoint an executive secretary,
22 clerks and other assistants, and may pay them such
23 salaries and may incur such other expenses, including
24 travelling expenses, not exceeding such sums as may be
25 appropriated therefor by the general court, as it may
26 deem necessary and proper, subject, however, to the
27 approval of the governor and council.

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of the bureau to
2 employ such methods, subject to existing laws, as, in its
3 judgment, will tend to bring into sympathetic and mutu-
-4 ally helpful relations the commonwealth and its residents
5 of foreign origin, to protect immigrants from exploitation
6 and abuse; to stimulate their acquirement of the English
7 language, to develop their understanding of American
8 government, institutions and ideals, and generally to
9 promote their assimilation and naturalization. For the

10 above purposes, the bureau shall have authority to co-
ll operate with other officers, boards, bureaus, commissions
12 and departments of the commonwealth, and with all
13 public agencies, federal, state or municipal. It shall have
14 authority to investigate the exploitation or abuse of
15 immigrants, and in making any investigation it may
16 require the attendance of witnesses and the production
17 of books and documents relating to the matter under
18 investigation.

1 Section 3. The commission is hereby authorized to
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2 expend for the purposes of this act during the current
3 fiscal year a sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

House of Representatives, May 23, 1917.

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.
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