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Executive Department Boston, May 23rd, 1917.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
It is important that before the General Court adjourns it

should make provision for extraordinary war expenditures
that may arise before its next regular session.

The appropriation which has been made of a million
dollars was payable out of current taxation. It seemed to
me that we should make that contribution out of our present
income. Of that amount two hundred twenty-five thousand
nine hundred thirty-eight and 83/100 Dollars ($225,938.83)
had been expended up to May 9th, and the sum of three
hundred seventy-five thousand dollars ($375,000) had been
provisionally expended for equipment in order that the
National Guard of Massachusetts might not be lacking in
this particular. If paid by us this latter amount should ulti-
mately be returned by the National Government but we are
attempting to have it paid by the National Government in
the first instance so that it will not be drawn from our war
fund. It may be said also that some of the other expendi-
tures made, notably the sum of forty-five thousand dollars
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quired to be appropriated by the Legislature, but there are
likely to be further demands.

I enclose to you for your information a copy of a letter
upon this subject which I have just received from Mr. Henry
B. Endicott, the Executive Manager of the Committee on
Public Safety. I respectfully ask that you consider this
matter before adjourning and make such provision as seems
to you reasonable in the premises. Any further expenditures
under such an authorization as you make I think should be
paid by the issue of bonds of the Commonwealth in the
usual form.

I also recommend that a more definite appropriation be
made for maintaining the State Guard. The Governor was
authorized to expend out of the previous appropriation of
one million dollars ($1,000,000) the sum of two hundred
thousand dollars ($200,000) for the maintenance of the State
Guard. Of course that sum will be entirely inadequate to
maintain until the next session a guard of several thousand
men should they or any considerable part be called for
active duty. I would suggest that in any authorization
which you make you set aside the sum of two hundred fifty
thousand dollars ($250,000) in addition to the appropriation
already made, for the maintenance of the State Guard.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.
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I Committee on Public Safety, May 23, 1917.

His Excellency Governor Samuel W. McCall, Executive Chamber,
State House, Boston, Mass.

My dear Governor McCall: I am going to ask you,
if it meets with your approval, if you won’t suggest to the
Legislature that they make a good-sized fund available, to
be used under the same restrictions as the last appropria-
tion; and I am going to state frankly to you that in my
judgment you should ask for a very substantial sum.

There can be no question, I think, in anybody’s mind
but what we are entering into a long war. No man can tell
just what occasions may arise when it is necessary to have
funds and plenty of them available.

As you know, Massachusetts appropriated $1,000,000.
Of course only such sums have been spent out of that amount
as were obliged to be, and with the full approval of Your
Excellency and the Council.

I hope you won’t think I am presumptious when I say to
you that it is my best judgment that you should request
13,000,000 be appropriated. Not one single cent has been
spent, or will be spent, out of the balance of the first ap-
propriation that isn’t absolutely necessary; and not one
single cent of this $3,000,000 will ever be spent unless it is
an absolute necessity, which necessity of course Your Ex-
cellency and your Council have full powers to decide.

The first appropriation of the State of Maine, and the
small State of Vermont, was $1,000,000. The State of Wis-
consin has made an appropriation which amounts to an
unlimited amount to be used for emergencies, etc.

I hope you won’t accuse me of being egotistical when I
state to you that it is my firm belief that already the Public
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Safety Committee, acting with your approval, has saved the
State and the country as a whole very much more money
than I am suggesting now be appropriated.

If you would like to have me put this suggestion of mine
in a more formal way I shall, of course, be glad to do so.

Yours very truly,

IT. B. ENDICOTT,
Executive Manager.


