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House of Representatives, April 3, 1917.

The committee on Street Railways, to whom were referred
so much of the message from the Governor transmitting
two reports of a commission on the cost of living (Senate,
No. 327), concerning the “Relation of Transportation to
Prices” as relates to trolley freight service; so much of the
message from His Excellency the Governor transmitting a
report of a Commission on the Cost of Living, summarizing
its findings, Senate, No. 383, as relates to trolley service;
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 98, of the
Massachusetts State Branch of the American Federation of
Labor for a referendum on the public ownership and opera-
tion of street railways; the petition, taken from the files
of last year (accompanied by bill, House, No. 630) of the
Massachusetts Street Railway Association that street rail-
way companies be authorized to use motor vehicles to
supplement their service and for supervision by the Public
Service Commission of common carriers by motor vehicles;
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 749) of Carl
C. Emery relative to the repair of streets, highways and
bridges by street railway companies; the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 915) of William F. Runnells
and another relative to sale of 100-ride tickets by street
railway companies; the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 1240) of the Massachusetts Street Railway
Association relative to the obligations of street railway com-
panies in connection with the maintenance of public ways;
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1244) of the
Massachusetts Street Railway Association that street rail-
way companies be exempted from certain taxation and from
certain requirements relative to the maintenance of public
ways; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1396)
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railway companies of that part of public ways which lies
between their tracks; the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 1397) of the Massachusetts Street Railway As-
sociation that cities and towns be authorized to extend
financial aid to street railway companies; the petition (ac-
companied by resolve, House, No. 1401) of Benjamin H.
Woodsum, Jr., for an amendment of the law relative to the
taxation and assessment of street railway companies; the
petition (accompanied by resolve, House, No. 1402) of
Benjamin H. Woodsum, Jr., that the excise or commutation
tax of street railway companies be abolished; the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1525) of Charles H.
Morrill relative to the ownership and operation of street
railways by the Commonwealth; and the petition (accom-
panied by resolve, House, No. 1527) of Leonard F. Hardy
and another for a revision of the so-called excise or com-
mutation tax law, report the accompanying resolve.

For the committee,

GEO. M. WORRALL.

House of Representatives, May 21, 1917.

The joint committee on Rules, to whom was referred the
Resolve to provide for an investigation by a special commis-
sion of problems relating to the street railways of the
Commonwealth, report that the same ought to pass.

For the committee,

ROBT. T. KENT.

House of Representatives, May 24, 1917.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the Resolve to provide for an investigation by a special com-
mission of problems relating to the street railways of the
Commonwealth, report that the same ought to pass.

For the committee,

FREDERICK E. PIERCE.
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RESOLVE

To provide for an Investigation by a Special Commission
of Problems relating to the Street Railways of the Com-
monwealth.

1 Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of three
2 members of the senate, to be appointed by the president,
3 six members of the house of representatives, to be ap-
-4 pointed by the speaker, and two persons, not members
5 of the general court, to be appointed by the governor
6 with the advice and consent of the council, shall sit
7 during the recess of the general court to investigate and
8 study the various problems relating to the control, super-
-9 vision, regulation, ownership, operation, taxation, capital-

-10 ization, finance, management and development of street
11 railways in this commonwealth, and to the powers,
12 duties and liabilities of the same. The commission shall
13 be known as the street railway investigation commission
14 and shall especially consider the following matters: The
15 development of street railways in such manner as to
16 provide for the cheaper and quicker conveyance of food,
17 including milk, from the country to the city, and of
18 freight to and from the various railroad stations and
19 wharves; the construction of street railways in parts of
20 the state not now served by street railways or other
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21 means of transportation; the use of motor vehicles by
22 street railway companies as feeders, or otherwise; the
23 granting of authority to cities and towns to invest in the
24 securities of street railway companies, or otherwise to
25 render financial assistance to such companies; the owner-
-26 ship or operation of street railways by the common-
-27 wealth, or by cities and towns; amendments of the law
28 relative to the obligations of street railway companies
29 in respect to the paving of streets and the maintenance
30 and repair of ways and bridges in or on which street
31 railways are operated; the sale of commutation tickets
32 for transportation by street railways; and the taxation
33 of street railway companies. The commission hereby
34 provided for shall be furnished with a room in the state
35 house, and shall have the services of a clerk. The com-
-36 mission shall give such public hearings, and in such places,
37 as it may deem expedient, may administer oaths, may
38 require the attendance of witnesses and the production
39 of books and documents, may be allowed such sums for
40 expenses necessarily incurred, and shall receive such com-
-41 pensation as shall be approved by the governor and
42 council. The commission shall report to the next general
43 court, not later than the second Wednesday in January,
44 with drafts of such legislation as it may deem expedient.


