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Department of Public Welfare.
State House, Boston, December 2, 1924.
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I. Time for filing A Ie Commonwealth for Reimbursb-

T1 Commonwealth for allow-
other forms of aid paid by
ie department on or before
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the third Wednesday of Januar possible
for 10. it has become
the practice to allow ted at any time
durir Legislature imate
the aent recommends
that tl n or before the first day of October, and

th this change it will be practicable forpayable during the following year. TV
the accounts to be rendered within th 3ry limitation and it will also b
possible for the Legislature to estimat more accurately the amount necessary
to appropriate

11. Ci ABLE I
Under the statute Registers of Deed; and Probate Courts are now required tosend to this department a statement at charitable trusts, giving the name of

the person creating the trust and a moe to the book and page where the,nd a re
instrument is recorded. Some court realizing that a little more information
would make the return of a ere ire value, have voluntarily added a state-
ment of the amount and the benefioiari the purpose of the trust. The
accompanying bill would uniform throughout the Common-
wealth and rvice to the department of public
welfare and to persons who are interested n the scope of private trusts and the_
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ttUL VIUOVO CLIIAA UIIC/charitable work in which they are engaged. This would make available to localworkers additional financial resources for use in helping needy persons.

111. Charitable Corporati

For the protection of the public there is need of a clearer distinction betweencharitable corporations which are within the jurisdiction of this department andcorporations which are not really charitable corporations. In order to make the
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protection of the public have real value, there is also need of a clearer definitionof the functions of this department in its relations to charitable corporations.The department should, in our opinion, be empowered to make a distinctionbetween those corporations which its investigation shows to be predominantlycharitable and all other corporations; and for the protection of the public itsfinding upon this matter and its approval of the formation of the corporation asa charitable corporation should be included in the certificate of organization whichis issued by the State Secretary.
After the formation of the corporation, the distinction should be maintained.

The public should continue to be informed as to which corporations are charitable
corporations. This does not involve the question of approval by the department
but merely the publication of such facts, ascertained from the annual financial
return which is required by law and from regular inspections of the corporation
as indicate the nature of its work and show what it actually does.

Foreign charitable corporations may now engage in activities in Massachusetts
without being subject to the provisions of law which govern domestic charitable
corporations. The public needs as much protection in regard to foreign charitable
corporations as it does in regard to domestic charitable corporations. The laws
should, in our opinion, be amended to require a foreign charitable corporation to
file with this department a copy of its charter authority and to make the annual
report which is required of a domestic charitable corporation by chapter one
hundred and eighty, section twelve, of the General Laws.

Although the public looks to this department for protection against fraudulent
charitable corporations, the statutes have not followed public opinion to this
point. The most useful things for the public would be (1) to know whether the
corporation was originally formed with our approval as a charitable corporation,
and (2) to find in our published report a statement of the nature of its work, its
finances,, its officers, and the use of its money, a statement based upon our
inspection and upon the corporation’s return to us.


