
HOUSE No. 85
Accompanying the third recommendation of the Department of

Public Welfare (House, No. 82). Mercantile Affairs. Dec. 4, 1924.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act amending Certain Provisions of Law relative
to Charitable Corporations.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

Ct)c Commontucaltf) of Q^assadji^ctts

1 Section 1. Section six of chapter one hundred
2 and eighty of the General Laws is hereby amended

3 by inserting after the word “ it ” the first time
4it occurs in the twelfth line the following:-—, stat-
-5 ing whether or not the formation of the corporation
6 as a charitable corporation is approved by it,
7 and by adding at the end thereof the following:
8 In case the formation of the corporation as a
9 charitable corporation is approved by said depart-

-10 ment, the certificate shall so state, • so as to read
11 as follows:—Section 6. Before making and issuing
12 a certificate for the incorporation of a charitable
13 corporation the state secretary shall also forward
14 the statement described in the preceding section to
15 the department of public welfare, which shall
16 immediately make an investigation as to the appli-
-17 cants for incorporation and as to the purposes
18 thereof, and any other material facts relative
19 thereto, and shall give them a public hearing, notice
20 of which shall be published once a week for three
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21 successive weeks in some paper published in the
22 county where the corporation is to have its prin-
-23 cipal office or rooms, and if said office or rooms are
24 to be in Boston, in some Boston daily paper, the
25 last publication to be at least three days before the
26 day set for the hearing, and shall forthwith report
27 to the state secretary all the facts ascertained by
28 it, stating whether or not the formation of the cor-
-29 poration as a charitable corporation is approved
30 by it. If it appears to him from said report or
31 otherwise that the probable purpose of the forma-
-32 tion of the proposed corporation is to cover any
33 illegal business, or that the persons asking for in-
-34 corporation are not suitable persons, from lack of
35 financial ability or from any other cause, he shall
36 refuse to issue his certificate. If he refuses, the
37 applicants may appeal to the superior court, which
38 shall hear the case and finally determine whether
39 or not the certificate of incorporation shall be
40 issued. In case the formation of the corporation
41 as a charitable corporation is approved by said
42 department, the certificate shall so state.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-two of chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
4 following: The report shall include, as a result
5 of its inspection of private charitable corporations
6 and of the reports made to it under sections twelve
7 and twelve A of chapter one hundred and eighty,
8 a concise review of the work of each charitable
9 corporation and an abstract of its financial re-

-10 port, —so as to read as follows: Section 22.
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11 The commissioner shall make an annual report
12 containing, in addition to other matters required
13 by law, a concise review of the work of the several
14 institutions under the supervision of the depart-
-15 ment for the preceding fiscal year and such sug-
-16 gestions and recommendations as to said institu-
-17 tions and as to the general interests of all persons
18 under its supervision as he considers expedient, to-
-19 gether with information embodying the experience
20 of this and other countries relative to the best and
21 most successful methods of caring for such persons
22 as come under its supervision. The report shall
23 include a statement of the condition and manage-
-24 ment of almshouses maintained in towns with
25 its suggestions and recommendations relative
26 thereto, together with the most important informa-
-27 tion obtained from the returns made by overseers
28 of the poor under sections thirty-three and thirty-
-29 four of chapter one hundred and seventeen, and a
30 detailed report of its inspection and supervision of
31 wayfarers’ lodges and public lodging houses. The
32 report shall include, as a result of its inspection of
33 private charitable corporations and of the reports
34 made to it under sections twelve and twelve A of
35 chapter one hundred and eighty, a concise review
36 of the work of each charitable corporation and an
37 abstract of its financial report.

1 Section 3. Chapter one hundred and eighty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section twelve the following new section:
4 Section 12A. A charitable corporation estab-
-5 lished, organized, or chartered under laws other
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6 than those of the commonwealth shall, before en-
-7 gaging in charitable work or raising funds in the
8 commonwealth, file with the department of public
9 welfare a certified copy of its charter, articles or

10 certificate of incorporation, and by-laws, and such
11 other information as may from time to time be
12 required by the department. Such a corporation
13 shall annually, on or before November first,
14 make to the department the written report which
15 is required by section twelve to be made by a
16 domestic charitable corporation. Every officer of
17 such a corporation which fails to comply with the
18 requirements of this section, who authorizes or
19 transacts, and every agent thereof who transacts
20 business in behalf of such corporation in this com-
-21 monwealth, shall, for such failure, be punished by
22 a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.


