
HOUSE No. 112

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLAN-
NING RELATIVE TO A PARKWAY AND BOULEVARD IN WEST
ROXBURY, BROOKLINE AND NEWTON.

October 10, 1924.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled.
The General Court of 1924 passed the following Resolve:

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Division of Metropolitan Planning
RELATIVE TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PARKWAY AND BOULEVARD FROM THE WEST
Roxbury Parkway to Watertown.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning is hereby authorized and directed to
investigate the feasibility, desirability, location and cost of a parkway and boulevard from
the West Roxbury parkway near Weld street to the Galen street bridge over the Charles
river at Watertown, said parkway and boulevard to pass through the West Roxbury district
of Boston, Brookline and Newton, via the Brookline park reservation and Hammond’s pond
woods, and it shall also consider what special benefits would accrue from the construction
of the proposed parkway and boulevard, and what part or proportion of the cost of construc-
tion should be assessed on the persons or properties specially benefited, and in what manner
and form the assessment should be made, and whether the construction might properly and
economically be undertaken in sections, and if so, in what order of precedence. Said di-
vision shall file its report of the result of such investigations, together with recommendations,

islation, with the clerk of the house of repre-
eteen hundred and twenty-four, and shall at
budget commissioner as a part of the budget
on four of chapter twenty-nine of the General

estimates of costs, and drafts of proposed lei
sentatives on or before October fifteenth, ni
the same time file a copy of the same with th
estimates required to be submitted under seel
Laws. [Approved May 9, 1924.

In conformity with that Resolve, thi Division respectfully submits its report.

Cf)e Commontoealt!) of ogassaclnisctts

Chapter 31.

The subject matter of the Resolve deals with the construction of a parkway from
the end of the present West Roxbury Parkway at Weld Street to the Charles
River at the Galen Street Bridge in Watertown and the specific questions asked
in the Resolve are

(a) the feasibility and desirability of the route; (6) the best location for the
route and the cost thereof; (c) the special benefits which would result; the better-
ments if any which can be charged to private property; and the manner and
form of such assessments; ( d) the construction in sections and the order of pre-
cedence in construction of such various parts of the proposed parkway.

_ The primary object of the parkway is to connect by what may be termed a
circumferential route the extensive system of metropolitan parkways on the
southerly and southeasterly sides of Boston with the parkways and main traffic-
ways at the westerly end of the Charles River Basin and to the northwest.

The project has been under consideration and development for a number of
years. The Metropolitan Park Commission, acting on a resolve of the Legisla-
ture, reported in 1911 on such a connecting link, the scheme often being referred
to as the Kellaway plan and, as a result of its recommendation, in 1912 the Legis-
lature appropriated 8100,000 for the acquisition of land for the portion of the
proposed parkway in the Lost Pond and Hammond’s Pond districts. With this
fund the Park Commission acquired approximately 180 acres of land lying par-tially in Brookline and partially in Newton. Since that taking, the construction
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of the parkway has frequently been urged but no definite action has been taken
and the proposed layout shown in the Kellaway report is not now feasible over
certain sections of the route because of the extensive building construction and
street development that has since taken place.

There can be little question as to the desirability of an adequate trafficway to
connect the parkways on the south with the Charles River system on the north,
and we find the general layout of the Kellaway report excellent and only needing
modification in certain parts of the route in the city of Newton. This Division
has accordingly laid out a route, the plans of which are on file in this office. It
starts at the West Roxbury Parkway near Weld Street in the West Roxbury
district of Boston and proceeds over public or private land to Newton Street,
west of South Street in Brookline, thence utilizes Newton Street to the corner
of Newton and Hammond Streets, thence proceeds over the land now owned by
the Commonwealth through the Lost Pond and Hammond’s Pond districts to
Beacon Street, Newton, thence over a widened and improved layout of Hobart
Road and Intervale Road to Commonwealth Avenue, thence westerly along
Commonwealth Avenue to the corner of Cedar Street, thence over a somewhat
widened Cedar Street to Mill Street, thence over private property belonging to
the citjr of Newton and deeded to the city for park purposes and a short section
of private property to Cabot Street, thence along Cabot Park, Lewis Terrace,
Jackson Road and past Boyd Park to Morse Street in Watertown and thence
over private and town property to Watertown Street near the Galen Street Bridge
in Watertown. The total length of the proposed route is approximately seven
miles of which two and one-half miles would be new construction over private
or public lands and four and one-half miles would be over existing public or private
ways suitably widened and improved. The only essential change in the route
from the so-called Kellaway plan is from the corner of Hobart Road and Com-
monwealth Avenue to Edmands Park in Newton. The reason for the change
is the extensive development of the city of Newton in that area making the cost
of constructing a new highway prohibitive. Moreover, Commonwealth Avenue
is a double roadway 120' in width and with slight improvement between Irving
Street and Centre Street it can adequately care for the through traffic.

Certain residents of Newton have suggested that the permanent route from
Commonwealth Avenue to the Charles River be through Centre Street, Elbridge
Street and a continuation of that latter street to the Charles River Parkway inNewton and to Galen Street north of Nonantum Square. It is argued that the
city of Newton must, at some time in the near future, make large expenditures
for the improvement and relief of Nonantum Square and that if the city and thecommonwealth were to co-operate, the result would be not only a satisfactorythrough route but the permanent relief of congestion in the Square.We feel this latter suggestion is well worthy of study and as we are not making
any recany recommendations for the immediate construction of the route beyond Com-monwealth Avenue, this latter suggestion will receive very careful considerationand a conference will be had with the city of Newton before any recommendations
are made lor expenditures north of Commonwealth Avenu
In view of the many necessarv metronolitan iumrovornoiin view 01 me many necessary metropolitan improvements, we cannot recom-mend the immediate construction of the entire route though it would be a mostdesirable through route were the necessary funds available We do howeverrecommend the immediate construction of part of the route, as hereinafter stated!Ihe cost of the entire route is estimated as follows-
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West Roxbxiry-Watertown Parkway

Cost of Land and Construction by Sections

Length T .. Con-
(Feet). iakmgs - struction.Location.Section.

$30,000 $192,0006,200Weld Street to Newton Street .....

Newton Street West of South Street to Hammond Street
Newton Street to Beacon Street Hammond Pond Parkway'
Beacon Street to Commonwealth Avenue

1
2,0002

297.000
53,000

10,9003
22,0001,7204

Commonwealth Avenue, Hobart Road to Cedar Street
Cedar Street, Commonwealth Avenue to Mill Street .

Mill Street to Cabot Street
Cabot Street to Morse Street (Edmands Park)

10,000
25,000

204,000

12,0004,8005
950 10,0006

6,0002,8307
5,6508

7,000Morse Street to Watertown Street
Totals ....

9 1,900 63,000

36,950 $87,000 $844,000
87,000

$931,000

From the above summary, it will be seen that the entire parkway is estimated
to cost about $1,000,000, and that its entire length is approximately seven miles.
In our opinion, betterment assessments can properly be made against the prop-
erty abutting on the first section from Weld Street to Newton Street and under
ordinary conditions, we should assume that betterments could be assessed against
some of the property in the third section through Hammond’s Pond Woods but
upon examination, we find that some two-thirds of the deeds under which the
property was acquired by the Commonwealth provide that the Commonwealthshall assume any betterments. We do not feel that extensive betterments canproperly be assessed against the remaining sections which are either throughpublic lands or along existing streets.

Distribution of Cost.

Metropolitan
District Com- City of Town of

mission of ’ Newton. Watertown.
Massachusetts.

Section 1:
Land $15,000 $15,000
Construction 96,000 96,000

Section 2
Section 3: ,

Construction 297,000 -

Section 4:
Land 22,000 -

Construction 16,000 37,000
Section 5:

Land - - $12,000
Construction - - 10,000

Section 6:
Land 10,000 -

Construction 25,000 -

Section 7:
Land 3,000 - 3,000
Construction 102,000 - 102,000

Section 8
Section 9:

Land 3,500 - - $3,500
Construction 31,500 - - 31,500

Totals $621,000 $148,000 $127,000 $35,000
Grand total $931,000
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As to the manner and form in which betterments may be assessed, the Divisionsees no reason for any deviation from the provisions of chapter 80 of the General
Laws.

As previously stated, we do not recommend that the entire route be immedi-
ately constructed. We do, however, strongly recommend the immediate con-
struction of the first section leading from Weld Street to Newton Street, at anestimated net cost of $lll,OOO, and we consider desirable the construction of thethird and fourth sections from Newton Street to Commonwealth Avenue, at anestimated net cost of $335,000.

With these sections completed, there will be a through trafficway of adequatewidth and proper grades from the parkway system on the south at Weld Streetto the Galen Street Bridge, the route consisting of the proposed parkway to Com-monwealth Avenue, whence Commonwealth Avenue, Centre Street and GalenStreet may readily be used to the Galen Street Bridge. These streets are notcrowded, except possibl at Nonantum Square in Newton. Theconstruction of the third and fourt tions from the end of Newton Street toCommonwealth Avenue is desirable because of the narrowness and excessivecurvature of Hammond Street from Boylston Street to Commonwealth Avenue.It should also be added that property ners abutting on the Lost Pond andHammond’s Pond Lands which were luired by the Commonwealth over tenyears ago feel strongly that there is obligation upon the Commonwealth'i'
to build this section of parkway. This is

If the entrance to Suffolk Road near tl
matter for the Legislature to consider.

ilroad bridge were improved and thesharp curve eliminated and, if this roac re extended by the city of Newtonthrough private property to Beacon St t at its junction with Hobart Roadan additional through route would be c ted which should materially lessencongestion on the narrow section of Ham and Street. The extension and im-provement of Suffolk Road is estimated t ;t about $50,000tir

Hammond Street is of ample wi ■om its junction with Newton Street tothe tracks of the Boston and Albany Railr nit beyond that point it is narrowand tortuous to Commonwealth Avenue a the opening of the additional routewould be advantageous
The gross cost of the first section from Welc

A very large portion of this parkway willwhich will be most desirable for developmeand transportation provided and in our or

I Street to Newton Street is $222,000.pass through undeveloped property
t once the parkway is constructed

iinion approximately 50% or aboutir
$lll,OOO of betterments can ainst this property so that the net

$lll,OOO, The propriety of assess-
cost of tl
ments on this secti tor the construction of this parkwayiot be large. In few places can the

its net cost to the Commonwi
Common y which will produce more inthe way of traffic conn

We would strongly urge upon the town Watertown the construction of then Sfrool 'T'U,, . / . • - . .short section from Morse Street to W
own oireex. Ihe construction of this

Square and
section will open up a very useful through
Washington Street not the throughroute is ever co

We believe that the metropolitan park sv
j t I lAmateiy control sections
alth Avpl CTmonwealth Avenue,aitn Avenue f li,r (■ ■, .

one, two, three, and four, leading from V,
'possibly also the section from Cor
and Edmands Park to Cabot Road. nigh Cedar Street

wton and the toS be
«nt. Woi c+

1 01 Watertown m
structed and maintained by the citv of N
which they are located, as they
throi

Summarizing, we recommend
First, the construction by the Commc nwealth of a section of p^ri-,„ 0 festimated en«t nf U“rKway HomWeld Street to Newton Street at a gross timated

cost of about $lll,OOO. net

parts of a
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Second, the construction of a parkway from the junction of Hammond and
Newton Streets to CommonwealthAvenue at an estimated gross cost of $375,000,
and a net cost of $37,000 less, or the improvement and extension of Suffolk Road
at a cost of approximately $50,000.

Respectfully submitted,

Henry I. Hahriman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratshesky.
Ralph S. Bauer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
Francis E. Slattery.

An Act authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to construct
a Parkway or Boulevard from the West Roxbury Parkway in Boston
to Newton Street in Brookline and from Newton and Hammond
Streets in Brookline to Commonwealth Avenue in Newton.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollow
Section 1. The metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized to

lay out and construct a parkway or boulevard from the terminus of the West
Roxbury boulevard at Weld street in the city of Boston northerly to a point on
Newton street, west of South street, in the town of Brookline. The metropolitan
district commission is also authorized to lay out and construct a parkway or
boulevard from the junction of Newton and Hammond streets in the town of
Brookline for the most part over land now owned by the Commonwealth to
Beacon street and thence along the line of Hobart road and Intervale road to
Commonwealth avenue in the city of Newton.

Section 2. For the purposes of this act, said commission may expend such
sum, not exceeding in the aggregate six hundred thousand dollars, as may here-
after be appropriated.

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING,




