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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
PUBLIC RESERVATIONS.

Appointed under the Provisions of an Order adopted by the Senate on
May 27 and by the House of Representatives on May 28, 1924.

Boston, December 15, 1924.
To the General Court of Massachusetts

The General Court of nineteen hundred and twenty-four passed the following
order as amended:

Ordered , That a joint special committee, to consist of one senator and three representatives,
to be designated respectively by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives, shall sit during the recess of the general court for the purpose of investi-
gating the question of the establishment in the commonwealth of public reservations and of
acquiring by purchase, gift or eminent domain, on the part of the commonwealth, such tracts
of land bordering upon the ocean suitable for recreational purposes or for the establishment
of camping facilities for motor tourists as may be expedient. The committee shall also con-
sider the subject matter of current senate bill number two hundred and twenty-one. The
committee shall have quarters in the state house, may hold public hearings, may require the
attendance and testimony of witnesses, may administer oaths, and may expend, from such
appropriation as the general court may make, such sums, not exceeding twelve hundred
dollars, as the governor and council may approve. The committee shall report its recom-
mendations to the general court not later than December fifteenth in the current year, ac-
companied by such drafts of legislation as may be necessary to carry the same into effect.

Under the foregoing order the president of the senate appointed Hon. George
M. Webber of East Bridgewater and the speaker of the house appointed Repre-
sentatives Arthur W. Jones of Nantucket, Edward C. Hinckley of Hyannis and
Thomas H. Nickerson of Harwich. The committee met on September 25, 1924
and organized as follows:

George M, Webber, Chairman.
Thomas H. Nickerson, Secretary.

The committee held public hearings in the state house and elsewhere in the
commonwealth and has corresponded with officials of all the other states relative
to the manner in which the question involved in the foregoing order has been con-
sidered elsewhere, and has visited various undeveloped stretches of seashore front-
age north and south of Boston and on Cape Cod.

During subsequent deliberations of the committee it appeared that it would be
desirable to confer with members of certain of the state departments which, from
the nature of their activities, are or very properly might be interested in the per-
manent solution of the problem suggested by the order. It has not been possible to
arrange for a conference among the heads of all the departments with this commit-
tee, but the committee will be prepared to submit a full and final report shortly
after the legislature convenes in January.

Upon the convening of the legislature this committee will request an extension
of time for the submission of its final report.

Respectfully submitted,

GEORGE M. WEBBER,
Chairman.




