
By Mr. Twoliig of Boston, petition of James J. Twohig for
the establishment of the polling’ hours at primaries and elections in
the city of Boston. Election Laws. Dec. 15, 1924.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Eive.

An Act relative to the keeping Open of the Polls at
Primaries and Elections in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

HOUSE . ... No. 147

Clje Commontuealtt) ot a^assactmsms.

1 Section 1. Section forty-three of chapter fifty-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the following:-- ; pro-
-4 vided, that in the city of Boston the polls shall be
5 open from ten o’clock in the forenoon to nine
6 o’clock in the evening, —so as to read as follows: -

7 Section 43. The polls at every state primary shall
8 be open during such hours, not less than nine in
9 cities or two in towns, as may be designated by the

10 aldermen in cities, and in towns by by-law or vote.
11 or, in default of such by-law or vote, by the select-

-12 men; provided, that in the city of Boston the polls
13 shall be open from ten o’clock in the forenoon to
14 nine o’clock in the evening.

1 Section 2. Section sixty-four of chapter fifty-
-2 four of tire General Laws, as amended by chapters
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3 one hundred and seventy-one and four hundred and

4 sixty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and

5 twenty-four, is hereby further amended by stnk-
out, in the twelfth line, the word “ sis ” anc*

7 inserting in place thereof the word: ten, and
8 by striking out, in the thirteenth and fourteenth
9 lines, the words “ at least ten hours continuously ”

10 and inserting in place thereof the words:—until
11 nine o’clock in the evening, so as to read as fol
12 lows:—Section 64. Notices or warrants for s'ate
13 and city elections and for the election of town offic-
-14 ers in towns where official ballots are used shall
15 specify by name ail the officers to be voted for,
16 and state, in the form in which it will appear upon
17 the ballot, any question submitted to the voters.
18 They shall specify the time when the polls will be

in towns when voting bv19 opened, and in cities and
20 precincts, when the poll
21 towns when not voting by
22 be closed.

3 will be closed, and in
precincts, when they may

23 The polls shall in no cas
24 o’clock in the evening.
25 In the city of Boston, tin

be kept open after eight

polls shall be opened at
26 ten o’clock in the forenoon and shall be kept open
27 until nine o’clock in the evening.

28 In other cities, the polls may be opened as early
29 as fifteen minutes before six o’clock in the fore-
-30 noon, and shall be opened as early as ten o’clock
31 in the forenoon and shall be kept open at least sis
32 hours

3 In towns, at the election of state and
4 the polls may be opened as early as f

35 before six o’clock in the forenoon hall be

i officers,
i minutes
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36 opened as early as twelve o’clock, noon, and shall
37 be kept open at least four hours, and until the
38 time specified in the warrant when they may or will
39 be closed; and in towns not voting by precincts
40 they may be kept open for such longer time as the
41 meeting shall direct. At annual town meetings
42 they shall be kept open at least one hour for the re-
-43 ception of votes upon the question of licensing the
44 sale of certain non-intoxicating beverages, as de-
-45 fined in section one of chapter one hundred and
46 thirty-eight. After an announcement has been
47 made by the presiding officer of a time so fixed for
48 closing the polls they shall not be closed at an earl-
-49 ier hour.




