
HOUSE No. 179

FECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLAN-
NING ON THE WIDENING OF RIVER STREET IN THE HYDE
PARK AND MATTAPAN DISTRICTS OF BOSTON.

n Street, Boston, 23 December, 1924.11 Beac

the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled.
The General Court of 1924 passed the following resolve

lesolve providing for an Investigation as to the Widening of River Street in the
Hyde Park and Mattapan Districts of the City of Boston.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metropolitan district com-
nission is hereby directed to consider the subject matter of current House Document No. 219

in relation thereto in full to the next general
imdred and twenty-five, with drafts of such
‘commendations into effect. [Approved May

md to report its findings and recommendation!
•-curt on or before January tenth, nineteen 1
egislation as may be necessary to carry its rr

192.

House Document No. 219 of 1924 is a, follow

o incur Indebtedness for the Widening
ark and Mattapan Districts.

Act authorizing the City of Boston
of River Street in the Hyde I

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The board of street commissioners of the city of Boston may, with the ap-

proval of the mayor, widen and order constructed to a width not to exceed seventy feet
River street in ward twenty-four from Cleary square to Mattapan square. The said widening
and construction, and the assessment of betterments therefor, shall be made under the pro-
visions of chapter three hundred and ninety-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and six,
and acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto.

Section 2. The expense of building the necessary bridge over the tracks of the Midland
division of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad and any approaches thereto
shall be paid in accordance with any present or future decrees relating thereto.

Section 3. For the purpose of meeting the expense authorized in section one the city of
Boston may borrow from time to time such sums as may be necessary not exceeding ones therefor which shall bear on their face, River

loan shall be payable in not more than twenty
it shall be in excess of the statutory limit but
laws relative to the issuance of debt by the city

million dollars and may issue bonds or nob
Street Widening Loan, Act of 1923. Such
years. Indebtedness incurred under this a
shall, except asherein provided, be subject tc
ofBoston.

on its acceptance by vote of the city council ofSection 4. This act shall take effect up
the city of Boston, subject to the provisior
occurs prior to December thirty-first in the

its charter, provided that said acceptanc
:urrent year

i division respectfully submits its report:
with the widening of River Street from

In conformity with the resolve
kThe subject matter of the r t

Hyde Park Avenue at Cleary Square to Blue Hill Avenue at Mattapan Square,
a total distance of approximately 9,650 feet, the greater portion of which is in the
part of Boston formerly known as Hyde Park. River Street is the chief artery
of traffic between Hyde Park and Mattapan,and is at present a street with a width

feet, with the exception of the railroad crossing, which isof approxima
only 34 feet, and with the further exception of the portion of the street in Dor-
chester, which has somewhat irregular lines, the width averaging GO feet. The
alignment is generally crooked with numerous curves, which could be somewhat
improved by a widening. The grades of the street arc reasonable, the steepest
grade being over the railroad bridge, where the grade does not exceed 5%. The
street is traversed throughout its entire length by a single car track with turnouts.
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The use of this track has been discontinued, and in any repaving or reconstructionO' the street no allowance need be made for trolley service. The surface of muchof the street is now in poor condition, and resurfacing will undoubtedly be re-quired in the near future.
Previous Reports.

The widening of River Street has been considered by the Boston City PlanningBoard in a report to Mayor Peters in 1920. This report recommends a wideningon the northerly side between Cleary Square and Everett Square, but no specificwidth is suggested. Later reports of the Planning Board in 1923 to Mayor Curleyrelate to the railroad crossing and recommend the widening and reconstructionof the bridge over the railroad with its approaches, with other improvements assoon as funds are available. We also find that the Street Laying Out Depart-ment of Boston has made preliminary sketches of a widening to 70 feet.
Estimates of Cost.

House Bill 219 of the legislature of 1924 which was referred to this division forconsideration provides for a widening of the street to a width of 70 feet. If thestreet is to be widened and improved we consider such a width adequate and suit-able for the section from Everett Square to Mattapan Square, which is largelyresidential, with a little business and one large factory. But the short section
running from Cleary Square to Everett Square is now entirely devoted to businessand is the business center of the Hyde Park section of Boston; if that sectionof the street is to be widened, we would recommend a width of 100 feet, the ad-ditional cost of the greater widening for this short section not being excessive.

Accordingly, our estimates are based upon reconstruction of the street to awidth of 100 feet from Cleary Square to Everett Square, and to a width of 70 feetfrom Everett Square to Mattapan Square,
ments are as follows:

The estimated costs of these improve-

First Section.
Cleary Square to Everett Square:

Length approximately, 750 feet.
Suggested width, 100 feet.
Land damage 5255,000Construction

......... 55 000
T°tal $310,000

■Second Section.
Everett Square to Mattapan Square:

Length approximately, 8,900 feet.
Suggested width, 70 feet.
Land damage $249,000Street construction ........396 000
Railroad bridge and approaches

...... 162’000
Total 807,000
Grand total $1,117,000

If the railroad bridge is reconstructed
reconstruction would fall upon the railr<
ments can be assessed, particularly alonj

a very substantial portion of its cost of
tad. We also believe that some better-
the first section. The property would_

_
, '
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be substantially benefited by the improved thoroughfare. It is difficult to esti-mate the amount of the betterments or the exact assessment upon the railroad,but probably such betterments and assessment would reduce the net cost to thecity to approximately $900,000.

Conclusions and Recommendations.
River Street is not a thoroughfare of the first importance and does not rank

with streets like Blue Hill Avenue, Commonwealth Avenue, or many other maintraffic arteries. On the other hand it is not purely a local street and does form
a link in a through highway of secondary: importance. A traffic count was madefor the week beginning Sunday, August 24? and tiIHWU for the week an average
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of 2,167 vehicles daily. This is the total of vehicles of all kinds passing in both
directions between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. Of these vehicles approximately

2% were horse drawn.
73% were passenger autos.
21% were commercial auto:

4% were busses.

The count is as follows:
Sunday, August 24 . . . . . .

.
. . 2,508

Monday, August 25 ........ 2,107
Tuesday, August 26 ........ 1,412
Wednesday, August 27 ....... 2,254
Thursday, August 28 ....... 2,212
Friday, August 29 . . . . . . . .2,217
Saturday, August 30 ....... 2,460

This count is for a typical summer week which probably indicates the peak load
of traffic on the street and shows that its traffic is relatively light. It should
further be noted that traffic desiring to pass over River Street cannot easily be
diverted to any other street and if the street is improved we do not anticipate
any great immediate increase in traffic. Possibly the lightness of travel over
River Street is best indicated by comparing its traffic of less than 2,200 vehicles
per day with the 24,000 vehicles on Sunday and 18,000 daily that pass over the
bridge at Mattapan, as counted at the same period.

In view of these facts, we cannot recommend the expenditure of over a million
dollars for the complete widening of River Street. We do, however, feel that the
first section of River Street running from Cleary Square to Everett Square should
at once be improved to a width of 100 feet. This street is the heart of the business
section of Hyde Park and the buildings on the north side of the street are now of
relatively little value. We, therefore, feel that the widening should be made
before valuable buildings have been erected on this side and, in our opinion, the
value of the new buildings which will follow a widening of the street will in the
near future add enough to the taxable value of the city to pay a substantial part
or all of the interest and sinking fund on bonds which must be issued for this
widening. As the widening of this section of the street is a distinct improvement,
we consider it proper to be paid for from the proceeds of bonds.

River Street from Everett Square to Mattapan must soon be repaved by the
city and in our opinion it would be a mistake to repave the street to a width be-
tween curbs of less than 40 feet. Such a width of roadway requires a minimum
width of street of 60 feet; in addition the portion of the street from Mattapan
Square southwesterly to Edge Water Drive on land of the Commonwealth, a
distance of about 250 feet, should be 80 feet wide and a widening to this width
should entail the taking of the narrow strip of the remaining land to the Neponset
River as a park reservation, so that from Mattapan Square to Edge Water Drive
there would be no buildings between the street and the river and a material im-
provement in this section of the street would result. We estimate the property
damage for such a widening, exclusive of construction, at $125,000. As this is
an improvement, we regard it as proper to bond its cost. The repaving of River
Street from Everett Square to Mattapan will cost approximately $175,000; and
we feel the cost of this repaving should not be bonded, but should be paid by the
city from its current income.

The bridge over the Midland Division of the New York, New Haven and Hart-
ford Railroad is a narrow structure, having a width of only 34 feet over all and
an improvised sidewalk laid on top of the original roadway. This deficiency in
widthand form of construction renders it a danger spot for vehicularand pedestrian
travel. The cost of constructing a new bridge with its approaches, of ample width,
of span sufficient for four railroad tracks, and with increased head room we esti-
mate at $162,000. If this bridge is merely widened with no provision for addi-
tional tracks or head room the portion to be paid by the railroad company would
be materially less than if the bridge were built to provide such additional roadbed
and clearances 401' the uwe of t-hq railroad. In the latter case, the portion to be
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borne by the railroad company would be substantial. On the assumption that
this new bridge will be much wider and more commodious than the present struc-
ture, the division believes that $30,000 of the cost may properly be paid from the
proceeds of bonds and the balance from current income.

Accordingly we recommend and present herewith a bill providing for the issuing
of bond for the following items and to the following amounts;
For the widening of River Street from Cleary Square to Everett Square . . 5310.000
For acquiring property between Everett Square and Mattapan Square . . 125,000
For the rebuilding of the Bridge over the Railroad ...... 30,000

Total 5465,000

leotfully submittedResj

H. I. Harriman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratshesky.
Ralph S. Baueh.
Richahd K. Hale.
Evbbett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
Francis E. Slattery.

An Act authorizing the City of Boston to incur Indebtedness for the
Widening of River Street in the Hyde Park and Mattapan Districts.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1 . The board of street commissioners of the city of Boston may,

with the approval of the mayor, widen River street in ward twenty-four from
Cleary square to Mattapan square, and also the bridge over the tracks of the
Midland division of the New York, New Haven and Hartford railroad and ap-
proaches thereto, at or near the River street station, so called, of said railroad,
and may order said street constructed to a width of not less than one hundred
feet from Cleary square to Everett square, and to a width of not less than sixty
feet from Everett Square to Mattapan square, and said bridge altered and con-
structed to a width of not less than sixty feet. Said widening and construction,
and the assessment of betterments therefor, shall be made under the provisions
of chapter three hundred and ninety-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
six, and acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto.

Section 2. The expense of alteration and construction of said bridge and the
approaches thereto shall be paid in accordance with any decrees relating thereto.

Section 3. For the purposes of meeting the expense of the work authorized
in section one and a portion of the expense referred to in section two, the city of
Boston may borrow from time to time such sums as may be necessary, not exceed-
ing in the aggregate four hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars, of which not
exceeding three hundred and ten thousand dollars may be expended for the widen-
ing of said River street from Cleary square to Everett square; not exceeding one
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars for acquiring necessary property in
connection with the widening of said River streetfrom Everett square to Mattapan
square; and not exceeding thirty thousand dollars toward the expense of the
alteration of the bridge mentioned in sections one and two; and said city may
issue bonds or notes therefor, which shall bear on their face the words, RiverjStreet
Widening Loan, Act of 1925. Such loan shall be payable in not more than twenty
years. Indebtedness incurred under this act shall be in excess of the statutory
limit but shall, except as herein provided, be subject to laws relative to the issuance
of debt by the city of Boston.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by vote of the city
council of the city of Boston, subject to the provisions of its charter; provided,
that said acceptance occurs prior to December thirty-first in the current year.

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING,


