
By Mr. Beck of Chelsea, petition of the Massachusetts Teachers’
Federation for various amendments of the law relative to the re-
tirement system for public school teachers. Social Welfare. Dee.
29, 1924.

An Act relative to the State Retirement System for
Public School Teachers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Paragraph (4), section seven of
2 chapter thirty-two of the General Laws, is hereby
3 amended by striking out after the word “ the ”,

4 in the twentieth line of said section, the balance
5 of the sentence and inserting in place thereof the
6 words: annual assessment of such a member
7 shall not exceed the maximum annual assessment
8 established by paragraph (2) of section nine, —

9 so that said paragraph (4) shall read as follows:
10 —(4) Teachers in training schools maintained and
11 controlled by the department of education shall be
12 considered as public school teachers under sections
13 seven to nineteen, inclusive, and such a teacher
14 upon becoming a member of the association shall
15 thereafter pay assessments based upon his total
16 salary including the part paid by the common-

-17 wealth; provided, that the annual assessment of
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18 such a member shall not exceed the maximum an-

-19 nual assessment established by paragraph (2) of
20 section nine. Such assessments shall be deducted
21 in accordance with rules prescribed by the board,
22 This paragraph shall not apply to teachers regu-
-23 larly employed in the normal schools and therefore
24 subject to sections one to five, inclusive, although
25 they devote a part of their time to training school
26 work.

1 Section 2. Paragraph (2), section nine of chap-
2 ter thirty-two of the General Laws, is hereby

3 amended by adding after the word “hundred”,
4 in the eighteenth line of said section, the word:
5 fifty,— by adding after the word ‘ ‘ hundred ’’, in the
6 twentieth line of said section, the word: Fifty, —•

7 and by striking out the last sentence of said para-
-8 graph, so that said paragraph (2) shall read as
9 follows: —(2) The annuity fund shall consist of

10 assessments.paid by members and interest derived
11 from the investments of the annuity fund. Each
12 member shall pay into the annuity fund, by deduc-
-13 tion from his salary in the manner provided in sec-
-14 tion twelve (5), such assessments upon his salary
15 as may be determined by the board. The rate of
16 assessment shall be established by the board on the
17 first day of July of each year after a prior notice
18 of at least three months, and shall at any given
19 time be uniform for all members of the association,
20 and shall not be less than three nor more than seven
21 per cent of the member’s salary; provided, that
22 when the total sum of assessments on the salary of

y member at the rate established by the board
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24 would amount to more than one hundred and fifty
25 dollars or less than thirty-five dollars tor a full
26 school year, such member shall in lieu of assess-
-27 ments at the regular rate be assessed at the rate
28 of one hundred and fifty dollars a year or thirty-
-29 five dollars a year, payable in equal instalments, to
30 he assessed for the number of months during which
31 the schools of the community in which such mem-

-32 her is employed are commonly in session. Any
33 member who shall for thirty years have paid regu-

-34 lar assessments to the annuity fund shall be ex-

-35 empt from further assessments; but such member
36 may thereafter, if he so elects, continue to pay his
37 assessments to the fund.

1 Sectiox 3. Section ten of chapter thirty-two of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out paragraph (5) and inserting in place thereof
4 the following paragraph:— (5) Any member who
5 served as a regular teacher in the public schools
6 prior to July first, nineteen hundred and fourteen,
7 and who has served fifteen years or more in the
8 public schools, not less than five of which shall im-
-9 mediately precede retirement, on retiring as pro-

10 vided in paragraph (1) or (2) of this section,
11 shall be entitled to receive a retirement allowance
12 as follows: (a) such annuity and pension as may
13 be due under paragraphs (3) and (4) of this sec-
-14 tion; (b) an additional pension to such an amount
15 that the sum of this additional pension and the pen-
-16 sion provided in paragraph (4) of this section
17 shall equal the annuity to which lie would have been
18 entitled under sections seven to nineteen, inclusive,
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19 if he had paid thirty assessments based on his av-

-20 erage salary, at the rate of assessment in effect at
21 the time of retirement, and his account had been an-
-22 nually credited with interest at the rate of four
23 per cent per annum; provided, that if his term
24 of service in the commonwealth shall have been
25 over thirty years, the thirty assessments, with in-
-26 terest as provided above, shall be credited with in-
-27 terest at the rate of four per cent, compounded an-
-28 nually for each year of service in excess of thirty;
29 and the minimum pension shall be of such an
30 amount that the annual pension, plus the annual
31 amount which would have been paid from the an-
-32 nuity fund if the member had chosen an annuity
33 computed under clause (a) of paragraph (3) of
34 this section, shall be four hundred and eighty dol-
-35 lars. If a member is at any time eligible to re-
-36 tire and receive a pension computed under this
37 paragraph, he shall receive upon retirement a pen-
-38 sion computed hereunder without the necessity of
39 five years of continuous service preceding retire-
-40 ment.

1 Section 4. Paragraph (6) of section ten of
2 chapter thirty-two of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the fifty-ninth line of
4 said section, the words “ as to wages”, and insert-
5 ing in place thereof the words: ■— of service or sal-
-6 ary, and by adding after the word “ section”, in
7 the sixty-first line of said section, the words: —or
8 under paragraph (10) of this section,-—so that
9 said paragraph (6) shall read as follows:—(6)

10 If at any time it is impossible or impracticable to
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11 consult the original records of service or salary re-

-12 ceived by a member during any period, the board
13 shall determine the pension to be paid under clause
14 (b) of paragraph (5) of this section or under par-
-15 agrapb (10) of this section in accordance with the
16 evidence it may be able to obtain.

1 Section 5. Paragraph (8), section ten of chap-
-2 ter thirty-two of the General Laws, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “ twenty”, in
4 the seventy-eighth line of said section, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the word: fifteen, —so that
6 said paragraph (8) shall read as follows: (8)
7 Any member of the association whose employment
8 by the commonwealth and service in the public
9 schools amount to fifteen or more years, the last

10 five of which are consecutive, and who, before at-
-11 taining the age of sixty, becomes permanently in-
-12 capable of rendering satisfactory service as a
13 teacher by reason of physical or mental disability,
14 may, with the approval of the board, be retired by
15 the employing school committee or other employer
16 as provided in paragraph (1).

1 Section 6. Section ten of chapter thirty-two of
2 the General Laws shall be further amended by
3 striking out paragraphs (10), (11), (12) and (17)
4 and inserting in place thereof the following para-
-5 graphs:
6 (10) Any member retired under paragraph
7 eight of this section shall, if not rendered ineligible
8 therefor by section fifteen, receive from the pension
9 fund a pension in equal quarterly instalments at
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an annual rate of one one hundred twentieth of his
average salary, the average salary in excess of

10
11

three thousand dollars to be disregarded, multi-
plied by his total service for the commonwealth
and as a teacher in the public schools of Massa-
chusetts ; provided, that the pension for any mem-

ber who was regularly employed by the common-
wealth prior to June first, nineteen hundred and
twelve, or who served as a teacher in the public
schools prior to July first, nineteen hundred and
fourteen, shall be at an annual rate of not less than

12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20

21 twenty-five per cent of his average salary, the
00 o rvr\ col omr in rwn/xcc nr 11 11 *o o flmucion/i nnll ore22 average salary in excess of three thousand dollars
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I ri Im4linr -fliol- m no23 to be disregarded; and provided, further, that in no

24 case shall a pension under this paragraph exceed
25 ninety per cent of the pension to which the member
26 would have been entitled if he were to continue in

service until the age of sixty, contributing annual
assessments based on his average salary at the
rate of assessment in effect at the time of retire-

27
28

29

30 ment, the interest on this assumed accumulation to
31 be at the rate of four per cent per annum.
Q 0 11 \ AIITT 1-00 oil 0-V» on 1-1 1-1oJI 4-0 o(11) Any teacher entitled to a pension under
33 the preceding paragraph, who was regularly em-.)<)

34 ployed by the commonwealth prior to June first,
35 nineteen hundred and twelve, or served as a teacher
36 in the public schools prior to July first, nineteen
37 hundred and fourteen, shall receive a minimum pen-
-38 sion of such an amount that the annual pension
39 plus the annual amount which would have been paid
40 from the annuity fund if the member had chosen an
41 annuity computed under clause (a) of paragraph
42 (3) of this section, shall be four hundred and
43 thirty-two dollars.
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44: (12) No person shall receive a pension under
45 this section at an annual rate in excess of one half
46 of his average salary, or fifteen hundred dollars
47 as the case may be, and no pension shall be at an

48 annual rate in excess of the amount which, added
49 to the annual amount which would have been paid
50 from the annuity fund if the member had elected
51 an annuity under clause (a) of paragraph (3) of
52 this section, will provide an annual retiring al-
-53 lowance of two thirds of his average salary, or
54 two thousand dollars as the case may be, except,
55 that if the amount in the annuity fund to the credit
56 of the member at the time of retirement is in ex-
57 cess of the amount required to provide an annuity
58 of one third of his average salary, or one thousand
59 dollars as the case may be, the member shall re-
-60 ceive whatever annuity his contributions with in-
-61 terest shall entitle him and a pension which shall
62 be at an annual rate of one third of his average

63 salary, but no annual pension shall in this case
64 exceed one thousand dollars and the minimum pen-
-65 sions provided in paragraphs (5) and (11) shall
66 in no case be reduced.
67 The pension of any person who became a member
68 of the retirement association prior to July first,
69 nineteen hundred and twenty-five, shall in no case
70 be reduced by this paragraph to an amount less
71 than the amount to which he would have been en-
-72 titled in pension had the provisions of the retire-
-73 ment law in effect on June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
-74 dred and twenty-five, been in effect at the time of
75 his retirement.
76 (17) The term “ average salary ” used in para-
-77 graphs (5), (10) and (12) of this section shall
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78 mean the average yearly rate of salary for the five
79 years immediately preceding retirement, or in case
80 of resignation or dismissal prior to the date of
81 retirement, the average yearly rate of salary for
82 the five years of employment immediately preced-
-83 ing the last date of resignation or dismissal and
84 in determining the average salary, it shall he as-
-85 snmed that the member received throughout all
86 periods of sickness or leave of absence, a salary
87 at the same yearly rate which he would have re-
-88 ceived had he been in service.

1 Section 7. Section nineteen of chapter thirty-
-2 two of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “ one hundred dollars”, in
4 the seventh line of said section and inserting in
5 place thereof the words: the maximum annual
6 assessment established by paragraph (2) of sec-
-7 tion nine, and by striking out after the word
8 “ provided ”, in the fourteenth line, the balance of
9 the sentence and inserting in place thereof the

10 words: - that the annual assessment of such a
11 member shall not exceed the maximum annual as-
-12 sessment established in paragraph (2) E of section
13 five,— so that said section nineteen shall read as fol-
14 lows: —Section 19. A person who is principally
15 employed as a teacher in the public schools but
16 who is also employed by the commonwealth shall,
17 if a member of the teachers’ retirement association,
18 pay assessments to the annuity fund established by
19 paragraph (2) of section nine, based on the total
20 salary received for service as a public school
21 teacher and for employment by the commonwealth-
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22 provided, that the annual assessment of such a mem-
-23 her shall not exceed the maximum annual assess-
-24 ment established by paragraph (2) of section nine.
25 A person who is principally employed by the
26 commonwealth but who is also employed in the pub-
-27 lie schools shall not be a member of the teachers’
28 retirement association, but shall be subject to sec-

-29 tions one to five, inclusive, and if a member of the
30 state retirement association shall pay assessments
31 to the annuity fund established by section four
32 based on the total salary received for service ren-
-33 dered to the commonwealth and for employment as
34 a public school teacher; provided that the annual
35 assessment of such a member shall not exceed the
36 maximum annual assessment established by para-
-37 graph (2) E of section five.
38 Assessments under this section shall be deducted
39 from salary or other compensation in accordance
40 with the rules and regulations prescribed by the
41 respective retirement boards having jurisdiction.
42 This section shall not apply to teachers referred
43 to in paragraph (4) of section seven.

1 Section 8. Persons retired prior to July first,
2 nineteen hundred and twenty-five, shall, from July
3 first, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, receive the
4 pension to which they would have been entitled had
5 this act been in effect at the time of their retire-
6 ment.

1 Section 9. This act shall not apply to a person
2 who became a member of the teachers’ retirement
3 association prior to July first, nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-five, who refuses to accept its provisions by
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5 so notifying the retirement board in writing prior to
6 September thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-
-7 five, and the provisions of the law in effect June
8 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and twenty-five, shall
9 continue to apply to such person.

1 Section 10. The provisions of this act shall take
2 effect on July first, nineteen hundred and twenty-

five.


